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NASA NEWS 

 
Bestuursbericht  
 

Weird times for American politics and weird 

times for Americanists. Are we witnessing the collapse of the current party system? A 

constitutional crisis around Supreme Court nominations? The belated surfacing of European-

style populist ethno-nationalism within the Republican Party? A flourishing of democratic 

socialism? I have heard handwringing about modern fascism, gloomy reflections on Sinclair 

Lewis’s It Can’t Happen Here, more sanguine reaches back to Eugene Debs (Bernie Sanders’s 

hero), liberal Schadenfreude in the face of a possible Republican contested convention. This 

should be a golden age for satire but perhaps satire is unequal to its task. Donald Trump called 

Brussels a ‘hell-hole.’ In a more erudite bit of internationalism, Bernie Sanders annotated a 

speech from Pope Francis. 

 

But on to the business at hand. A few NASA events to keep on your radar: 

 

1. NASA has prepared an educational program for the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; it 

will begin with two lectures in Den Haag (Thursday May 26 and Thursday June 2, from 12-2 

pm), first by Giles Scott-Smith on Foreign Affairs and Roberta Haar on security issues. Both 

lectures will be open for (registered) participants. Additionally, there will be two-day 

conference on June 30 and July 1, 2016.  

 

2. Amerikanistendag. A noble tradition revived, June 10, in the Main Building of the Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam. Please register!  

 

3. Finally, we look forward to our conference in the fall: an assessment of the ‘digital turn,’ 

hopefully with contributions from Americanists as well as from non-Americanist scholars who, 

via digital routes, have backed their way into American Studies. Please have a look at the call 

for papers (deadline for submitting proposals is extended to June 1, 2016), even (or especially!) 

if you are at all suspicious of rhetoric surrounding the ‘digital humanities.’ Curmudgeons are 

welcome. Our goals in the conference are not to hop on a digital bandwagon, but to consider 

theoretical and practical implications particularly for Americanists in Europe—who, after all, 

are already accustomed to doing the transnational/comparative work that digitization 

apparently makes easier. 

 

Greetings from Amsterdam, 

George Blaustein  

 

P.S. The General Meeting will be on September 15, 2016 at the Roosevelt 

Study Center, Middelburg. From August 25 you can find an invitation on the 

NASA website http://www.netherlands-america.nl/   
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Call for Papers 
 

2016 NASA Conference 

 

American Studies after the Digital Turn 

 

September 15-16, 2016 

 

Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg 

 

 

 
 

 

We live in an era of academic ‘turns’: cultural, linguistic, transnational. The ‘digital turn’ is 

something different, and has raised possibilities and predicaments for scholarly work on the 

United States—especially for Americanists working outside of the United States. The increased 

availability of digitized material has cut across other turns in American Studies: it makes some 

work easier, other work more difficult; it outdates some scholarly modes and revives other 

scholarly modes. Seemingly stale inquiries into American myths and symbols might have a 

digital revival, while the global reach of the digital might make transnationalism and 

interdisciplinary research seem less revolutionary or revisionist than it seemed even a decade 

ago. 

 

The ‘digital humanities’ have already gone through several cycles of celebration and 

lament. This is a good moment to take stock. European Americanists are particularly well-

positioned to discuss the impact of the digital, given their long experience with transnational 

and comparative inquiries in American Studies. Additionally, Americanists in Europe, in the 

course of teaching and researching the United States from a distance, might have different uses 

for digital tools than their peers in the U.S. 

 

Our concerns in this conference are practical, theoretical, and polemical. We are interested in 

papers addressing Americanists’ use of digitized sources and tools. How do they use digital 

sources in their work? How do they combine the reading of texts with digital tools? What counts 

as ‘interdisciplinary’ for a field long associated with interdisciplinarity, for better or worse? 

 

We are equally interested in cautions about digitization’s unintended consequences. How do 

Americanists view the possibilities of the digital in education? Do they envision significant 

shifts in the balance of funding and institutional settings caused by digitized sources and tools? 
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We are interested as well in the yield of digital research for Americanists in Europe, now that 

several major projects are running their course. What new results did digital research deliver? 

 

Finally, we also invite proposals from scholars outside of ‘American Studies’ proper—

for instance, scholars of European history and literature who have backed their way into U.S. 

social, political, economic, cultural, intellectual, and literary history. What academic narratives 

of America inform their work? What old or new ideas from American Studies—keywords, 

clichés, slogans—have been most useful or most distracting? How did digital sources help them 

achieve their goals. 

 

In this conference we hope to learn more about these questions and find inspiration in these 

keynote lectures: 

Antal van den Bosch (Radboud University Nijmegen), Digital Humanities Data: Contradiction 

or the New Frontier? 

John Corrigan (Florida State University), Digital Data and the Methodology of American 

Studies 

Miriam Posner (UCLA), Fostering a Digital Humanities Project within the American Studies 

Paradigm 

 

Examples of relevant panels include, but are not limited to: 

 

 American Studies research using digital sources and/or tools 

 Should I go digital, or rather not? The perks of a non-digital oasis 

 How to transfer an analog project to a digital one 

 The possibilities of multi- and interdisciplinary research 

 The changing contents of and accessibility to collections 

 Integrating space, image, text, and sound for American Studies research 

 Combining the digital and the analog in research and/or teaching 

 Involving students in digital projects 

 Lessons from the previous computer revolution (historiography) 

 

The conference invites proposals (300 words plus CVs) for workshops, presentations, models, 

that fit either the methodological or the theoretical themes.  

 

Participants who seek advice how to enrich/combine/extend their analog projects with digital 

applications, are more than welcome to submit a project as well. A forum of experts will offer 

feedback and recommendations. 

  

Please, mail your submission to nasabestuur@gmail.com before June 1, 2016.  

 

The conference will be held at the Roosevelt Study Center, Abdij 9, Middelburg. The 

conference fee is €50 for two days, including lunches and coffee/tea and a reception. 

 

The organizing committee consists of: 

George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam), Hans Krabbendam (Roosevelt Study Center 

Middelburg), Frank Mehring (Radboud University Nijmegen), Lisanne Walma (Utrecht 

University). 
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Amerikanistendag 2016 

The Amerikanistendag, the annual student 

conference of the Netherlands American 

Studies Association, provides a forum for 

talented bachelor’s, master’s, research 

master’s, and Ph.D. students as well as recent 

graduates to present their research projects to 

fellow students and scholars in the 

Netherlands. The 22nd  Amerikanistendag will 

take place at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam on 

Friday, June 10, 2016. 
 

For more information about the program of the Amerikanistendag:   

www.amerikanistendag2016.nl 

 

 

Lecture Series NASA-Buitenlandse Zaken 
 

On behalf of the educational program of the 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the NASA 

organizes two lectures and a two day seminar on 

current affairs in a historical/cultural framework. 

 

Thursday May 26, 2016: Lecture ‘Actors and drivers of US Foreign Policy’ Prof.dr. Giles Scott-

Smith (Universiteit Leiden) 

 

Thursday June 2, 2016: Lecture Transatlantic Security, Prof.dr. Roberta Haar (University 

College Maastricht) 

 

The two-day seminar is scheduled for June 30 and July 1, 2016 also at the ministry in Den 

Haag. 

 

The topics are: 

 

1.       Netherlands and U.S. bilateral relations 

2.       Geopolitical implications trade agenda (TTIP, TPP, CETA)  

3.       Shifts in U.S. and Canadian energy and climate change policies 

4.       Transnational organizations and civil society as platform for transatlantic relations  

5.       Rhetoric of Freedom in American Foreign Policy (Democracy, American Dream)  

6.       U.S. and recent changes in relations with Latin America) 

7.       U.S. and the immigration debate/ Immigrants and foreign policy  

8.       Ten Great Books to Understand America 

 

NASA members can attend the lectures at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bezuidenhoutseweg 

67, Den Haag, by mailing dwh-rsvp@minbuza.nl o.v.v. lezing Scott Smith/Roberta Haar. 

Participation depends on the number of available places left after civil servants registration.  

 

For more information mail NASA coordinator Hans Krabbendam at: 

jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl   

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjoj924x7vMAhXKAMAKHSpPCdYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.topofholland.nl/nieuws/ministerie-van-buitenlandse-zaken&psig=AFQjCNGKx0n3WM2kgbc92HKXx6dfijt1tA&ust=1462284240755571
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Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 
 

The Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 2015 was given to Marie Synofzick. This grant enabled her to 

conduct research for her master’s thesis from November 9, 2015 till March 1, 2016 in Iowa 

City and in the Amana Colonies. She wrote a report about her experiences during this time.  

 

Within the scope of my master’s thesis in American Studies I am researching the development 

of identity in the history of the Amana Colonies in Iowa. The Amana Colonies are a religious 

group with German origins (started in 1714 in Hessia) who have been living in the United States 

since the mid-19th century.  

 

In the winter of 2015/2016 I was invited by the 

University of Iowa to conduct field research as a 

visiting scholar at the American Studies department. 

During my time in Iowa I was able to make use of 

Iowa’s extensive library resources as well as 

conducting research at the Amana Heritage Museum 

in the colonies. Besides this, I was able to meet and 

become friends with members of the Amana church, 

who have opened their homes and minds to me, 

teaching me about their community, history and 

believes. This experience has been invaluable to my 

research as I was able to interview members of 

different generations and in this way establish 

patterns and developments of Amana identity that I 

could not possibly have found in books or other 

written primary sources. During my time at the 

Amana Heritage Museum I was given free range to 

look through the expansive collection of books, 

documents and artefacts from all three centuries of 

Amana history.         

 

Another invaluable source was the museum director, 

Lanny Haldy, whose infinite knowledge about Amana 

history has taught me more about the colonies than any 

book ever could. Through my friendship with members 

of the church I was able to experience life in Amana as 

a local would. I was invited to celebrate Thanksgiving 

at the childhood home of church elder Emilie Hoppe 

and also attended a church service. This immersion into 

Amana culture has taught me a lot of respect for the 

group I am studying and has given me a better 

understanding of the community, whose members to 

this day still live within the seven villages of Amana 

founded by their ancestors. 

 

Aside from my research in the colonies, the faculty and 

staff of the University of Iowa have also been incredibly 

helpful and welcoming. I was given an office at the 
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American Studies department and my visa sponsor Prof. Stephen 

Warren supported me academically by encouraging me to apply for a 

Ph.D. position at the History department, which I was ultimately offered 

and will start in the fall of this year. 

 

Marie Synofzick 

 

 

 

 

 

StudentNASA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there life after American Studies? 

 

On February 12, StudentNASA organized another successful event, this time in cooperation 

with the study association USA Nijmegen. This event focused on career perspectives of 

American Studies’ students. There is life after American Studies is the main message to be 

taken away from this special day.   

 

The boards of StudentNASA and 

USA Nijmegen worked closely 

together to help more than seventy 

students from all over the 

Netherlands. It is not rare that 

students struggle with envisioning 

their future as American Studies 

students. There are simply so many 

possibilities that students often get 

lost in finding their way in their 

studies. The goal of this day was to 

make the future look more clear and 

to show the actual career possibilities of an American Studies student. The day started with 

several workshops offered by the Radboud Faculty of Arts career service. These workshops 

focused on the basic skills of finding a job such as writing the perfect resume or how to set up 

a clear and balanced LinkedIn-profile.  

Another workshop, organized by Start-Up Mix, showed students how to make your own dreams 

come true.  

 

After these intense workshops, the Radboud University provided a free lunch for all the hungry 

participants. Teachers and alumni joined too, and it was interesting to talk with them in such an 

informal atmosphere. After the lunch everyone went to the reading by Wim Geerts, which was 

very interesting.  
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Wim Geerts, who studied English Language and Culture at Radboud University, gave a plenary 

lecture about his work as a political director at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been a future perspective for American Studies’ student for a 

long time. Therefore the room was packed with listeners. The major part of his speech focused 

on how his studies helped him to get the job he wanted.  

 

The program did not only focus on the political career but focused on other elements as well. 

After the plenary lecture other lectures were given by Radboud American Studies alumni. There 

were alumni that worked as researchers or as teachers and some worked as a journalist. These 

lectures were informal and set up as some sort of discussion. This way it was easy for students 

to ask personal questions.  

 

The day ended with a few drinks in the bar on campus. It was so good to see that many alumni 

and teachers joined! All participants can look back on an interesting and informative day that 

made clear that there is indeed life after American Studies. 
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EAAS NEWS 

The European Association for American Studies  

Biennial Conference 
 

April 22-25, 2016 

Constanța, Romania 

 

Perhaps the port and resort city of 

Constanta is not quite the tourist 

attraction it once was, when it served 

the Mid-European elite with oysters 

and access to the Black Sea, but its 

hospitality is still vibrant. Two years 

ago the NASA organized the biennial 

European conference in Den Haag, so 

Nasa members know what it takes to 

stage a three-day event for 400+ 

scholars from around the globe, with 

a program that accommodated more than 360 papers and logistics in a handful hotels and many 

bus tours from and to the airport and in the city. 

 

This year’s conference abandoned the tradition to place all of these papers within one general 

frame work, and if participation and variety was the goal, it was a wise decision. As Romania 

is considerably less expensive than Holland, it attracted a large 

section of Eastern European scholars and thanks to a new 

funding policy, many graduate students. Western Europeans 

were attracted by observing the changes in this part of Europe 

that is little known to the average tourist. 

 

The sessions were held in Ovidius University, in new facilities 

built with the help of the EU. Perhaps the most striking feature 

was the sign at the main entrance that indicated that this 

entrance was for professors only and that students were to use 

the side door. I wonder whether this rule is observed. The kick-

off of the conference was in the Naval Academy, where a 

phalanx of young cadets guarded our security (and helped us 

consume the great wines that the Romanian Association offered 

us in combination with lavish buffets). The opening lecture was 

given by prof. Rodica Mihaila, professor of literature and 

American Studies at the University of Bucharest. She discussed 

the symbolic meaning of 9/11 as expressed in American novels 

and concluded that the ‘worlding’ of American novels was 

growing. She meant that these novels placed the U.S. in a 
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global context and might be considered to fit into a  new genre. Particularly interesting were 

the inverted immigration narratives, such as Laila Halaby’s Once in a Promised Land (2008) 

and Teju Cole’s  Open City.  

 

Her presentation was followed by Linda Cox, the executive director of the Bronx River 

Alliance. This regional planner and community organizer gave a dynamic presentation on how 

the Bronx river in a poor and rundown district is slowly reclaimed, as an attraction for the area, 

and not as an open sewer. She offered an inspiring example of the success of grassroots 

initiatives even without the backing of major funding partners.  

 

The third key note speech (on 

the next day) by leading U.S. 

historian prof. Gary Gerstle, 

now at the University of 

Cambridge, explained the 

growing love affair of money 

and American politics. It was 

not an optimistic story, as the 

political system opens up to 

private money and private 

interests. Despite numerous 

times in which American 

citizens tried to stop corruption, this works only temporarily until the sources of small donations 

will dry up and the parties will return to corporate money which will fill the political agenda. 

Gerstle predicted that Bernie Sanders will not be able to change that, because it is part and 

parcel of the American system. Even more disheartening was it to hear that the political system 

is basically imperfect and it is unlikely that it will change. 

  

Three days loaded with papers entertained the crowds. It was not easy to discern trends in the 

many sessions. My observation there was much supply of literary and film sessions, sessions 

on new genres, gender relations, few on history and politics, civil rights, and even one session 

on digital applications. In this respect the EAAS constituency (of about 4,000) is not operating 

in the avant-garde of new methodologies. International meetings in the member states can 

correct this (see our NASA conference on digital humanities in September). 

 

It was an excellent forum for new ideas and old friends. The next conference will be held in 

London in April 4-7, 2018. 

 

Hans Krabbendam  

 

 

European Journal of American Studies, 10:3 

 

The new issue of the European Journal of American Studies 

(Vol 10, number 3, Spring 2016) is available, including 

Special Double Issue: The City. 

 

The issue can be accessed online at https://ejas.revues.org/11186 
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American Studies News 
 

StudentNASA Career Day Report  
 

We Can Do It!  

 

There is life after American Studies. That is the main message to be taken away from a special 

career event held at Radboud University on February 12, 2016. The conference, organized by 

the student board of the Netherlands American Studies Association, offered workshops, lectures 

and discussion sessions to about seventy American Studies students from all over the 

Netherlands.  

Not unlike many of their peers, American Studies students sometimes struggle with envisioning 

their future after graduating from university. Pleun Weijers, who is the chairwoman of USA 

Nijmegen, explained that this was exactly the reason for organizing the so-called SNASA day. 

USA Nijmegen is one of five American Studies student association in the Netherlands and is, 

as such, an integral member of the Student Netherlands American Studies Association. Weijers 

and her fellow board members worked closely with colleagues from Amsterdam, Utrecht, 

Groningen and Leiden to set up this event. 

‘My friends and I often ask ourselves what future lies ahead for us,’ Weijers said. ‘Some wonder 

how we can put to use those things we learn during our few years studying. As a student 

association we think this is a question that we should at least try to help students to answer. 

Today is a perfect opportunity for us to do so. We have several highly interesting speakers who 

can perhaps inspire students to think differently about their future.’ 

One of the main attractions of the day was a plenary lecture given by Wim Geerts, political 

director at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Also having served as ambassador for the 

Netherlands to Canada, the Radboud alumnus offered one of many career perspectives for 

attendees. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has traditionally been a well sought-after employer 

for American Studies students from Nijmegen and other parts of the Netherlands and it was no 

wonder that the room was packed with listeners. 

But the program paid attention to other fields as well. Morning workshops offered by the 

Radboud Faculty of Arts career service focused on practical skills such as setting up a LinkedIn 

profile and writing resumes. The afternoon saw discussion sessions with American Studies 

alumni from the individual programs in the Netherlands. The speakers engaged with students 

by sharing personal experiences from their post-graduate professional life. 

Halfway through the day, Weijers already had enough reason to reflect on the event positively. 

‘So far, I have gotten positive responses from students. The mix of professional success stories 

and recognizable experiences make the interaction between alumni and students very inspiring.’ 

Frank Kruijsbeek  

frank.kruijsbeek@student.ru.nl  
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Fulbright Professor Bruce Kuklick 

 

The American Studies Program at Radboud University is 

proud to welcome Professor Bruce Kuklick, Nichols Professor 

of American History Emeritus at the University of 

Pennsylvania, as a Fulbright Specialist from April through 

May 2016. His current research focuses the representation of 

the history of the United States in the Hollywood film. A 

forthcoming book is titled The Fighting Sullivans: How 

Hollywood and the Military Create Heroes.  

 

On May 18, 2016, 4 pm he will be offering a lecture on ‘The 

American Presidential Elections 2016’ as part of the Radboud 

Colloquium—English Language and Culture/American 

Studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

RUDESA Spring Academy 2016   
 

From March 14 to March 18 2016, Master 

students of the North American Studies 

program at Radboud University Nijmegen 

teamed up with their German peers from the 

University of Duisburg-Essen for RUDESA, 

the annual international Spring Academy 

organized by both universities.  

 

This year’s event on the theme ‘Grounding Transnational American Studies’ was even more 

stimulating and rich in cultural exchange than last year’s event because of the participation of 

the University of Laramie, Wyoming: six students and two staff members joined the Dutch and 

German participants for an academic program that took place first in Nijmegen and then 

continued in Essen. In addition to seminars and lectures by staff members, students engaged in 

workshops dedicated to their Master thesis projects and participated in activities that tied in 

with their specific North American Studies background. In the Netherlands, we visited the 

Afrika Museum where a special exhibition, Rhythm and Roots, informed visitors of the many 

trajectories of African music and its influence on such musical genres as blues, jazz, ska, hiphop 

and several others and provided an audio-tour of these fascinating sonic journeys. Exhibition 

maker Richard Kofi (an alumnus of the American Studies program at Radboud) engaged in 

conversation with the RUDESA participants and represented an inspiring example of the many 

job opportunities that await graduates in the field of American Studies. In Essen, students were 

given the opportunity to engage in field work and completed assignments on the various 

neighbourhoods in Essen which resonated with and built on their preparatory readings in urban 

studies. The possibilities for academic learning and cultural exchange were manifold; with the 

presence of German, Dutch and U.S. American students as well as staff members, the Spring 

Academy RUDESA was an academic, a cultural as well as a social success.  
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 2016 

 

Suggestions and Information on NASA Website  

 
Whether you want a female president, a 75-year old 

president, a very conservative president or a yelling 

businessman as your president: the 2016 presidential election year has got it all. It’s a delight 

to watch everything that happens around this circus and we certainly don’t want to miss 

anything. That’s why we added a section to the NASA website about the presidential elections 

of 2016.  

 

We would like to ask you to inform us if you encounter any interesting events, articles or 

lectures that relate to the presidential elections of 2016.  

 

Please visit our website http://www.netherlands-america.nl/ and send suggestions and 

information to nasabestuur@gmail.com.       
 

 

Events  
 

President’s Night 2016 

Hét Amerikaanse verkiezingsevent in Nederland 

 

Voor de vierde keer organiseren Campagnebureau BKB en Melkweg een groots event rond de 

Amerikaanse presidentsverkiezingen. Samen met USA-watchers, politici, journalisten, 

kunstenaars en opiniemakers worden de eerste exit polls op de voet gevolgd en geanalyseerd in 

debatten, lezingen en talkshows. Er zijn live-verbindingen met Amerikaanse zenders en reacties 

van correspondenten ter plaatse, afgewisseld met muziekoptredens, comedy en film. 

 

De edities van de President’s Night in 2004, 2008 en 2012 waren volledig uitverkocht. Een 

gefascineerd publiek verruilde zijn nachtrust voor het Amerikaanse verkiezingsgeweld tussen 

het Democratische en Republikeinse kamp. Bezoekers die dit niet willen missen, kunnen één 

jaar tevoren hun kaart kopen. 

 

VS 2016: In aanloop naar het verkiezingsevent 

worden gedurende het jaar kleinere events 

georganiseerd. Verschillende experts worden 

uitgenodigd om hun licht te laten schijnen over 

de meest gevolgde verkiezingen ter wereld. Op 

woensdag 3 maart wordt de belangrijkste dag in 

de verkiezingen, Super Tuesday, besproken 

door o.a. Timothy Prescott die in het analytics-

team van Obama zat. 

 

Wanneer:  8 november 2016 

Waar:   Melkweg, Amsterdam 

Kosten:  €25 

 

Tickets te koop via http://www.melkweg.nl/nl/agenda/president-s-night-2016-01-11-2016 
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How Data Will Determine the Next President 

 
As the United States ramps up for the Presidential election, big data and social data are playing 

an increasingly important role. Social data drove the 2008 presidential election and big data 

drove the 2012 election. Together with data-analyst Timothy Prescott and computer scientist 

Andy Tanenbaum we will discuss the influence of data analytics on the 2016 election. 

Timothy Prescott was one of the 55 data analysts for the 

re-election campaign of Obama in 2012. The team used 

free, shared and bought data. The result: a model that 

recommends which potential voters to approach, and 

what type of conversation to start. By knowing the voters 

and modeling the electorate, the campaign wasted less 

time pounding the pavement. Just as Obama did in 2008, 

the campaigns changed the playing field and raised the 

bar for future campaigns. 

 

 

Andrew Stuart ‘Andy’ Tanenbaum is an American 

computer scientist and professor emeritus of computer 

science at the Vrije Universiteit. He is best known as the 

author of MINIX, the forerunner to Linux. In 2004, 

Tanenbaum created Electoral-vote.com, which tracks 

state-by-state polling data to project the outcome of the 

presidential race. It was one of the most widely used and 

cited Web sites during the 2004 U.S. Presidential election, 

drawing 700,000 visitors a day. Electoral-vote.com 

remains popular today for political news and data. 

 

 

When:   May 26, 2016  

Time:   8:00 pm – 9:30 pm    

Where:  Pakhuis de Zwijger 

 
 

For more information about this and other events from the John Adams Institute visit the 

website http://www.john-adams.nl/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.john-adams.nl/
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ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER NEWS 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2016  
 

Every year the RSC presents the Theodore Roosevelt American History Award (TRAHA) for 

the best Master thesis written by a graduate student at a Dutch university on an American history 

topic. Sponsored by the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation and the American Embassy 

in The Hague, the TRAHA is designed to stimulate the study of United States history and 

culture. The award also encourages students to use the unique RSC archival resources. 

 

On April 8, 2016 the TRAHA was awarded to Martina van Cimmenaede, a graduate student of 

the University of Amsterdam, for her thesis ‘The Sexually Charged Office: An Analysis of 

Sexual Harassment and Gender Relations in the Workplace between 1940-1975’  She has won 

a trip to North Dakota where she will be hosted by the TR Medora Foundation and the TR 

Center at Dickinson State University in the summer of 2016. 

 

This year’s jury consisted of:  

- Dr. Joanne van der Woude   

 (University of Groningen) 

- Dr. George Blaustein    

 (University of Amsterdam) 

-  Caramay Schmelzer (TRAHA prize winner of 2015) 

 

According to the jury Martina van Cimmenaede is 

to be commended for her willingness to historicize 

a phenomenon that in its early years was 

persistently denied and obscured. A particularly 

impressive trait of this thesis is its interest in 

methodology: it openly wonder whether grievance 

letters are an appropriate source for the 

investigation of sexual harassment and combines 

them with the more normative, widely available 

archive of advice literature. But the letters make 

salacious reading: one amorous interlude after 

another, spiced with jealousy and disapproval from 

office mates. In these tales of (mainly) male 

misbehavior, the jury was struck by the stories of 

women critiquing, maligning, punishing each other in a general lack of solidarity that perhaps 

deserved more critical inquiry.  

 

Following chapters are equally fun to read, though their contents of course detail harassments 

that seem unpalatable today. But the thesis is admirably true to the tone of the authors discussed: 
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Helen Gurley Brown, editor-in-chief of 

Cosmopolitan, sounds like a fun, fearless 

female who sees no harm in men chasing 

female colleagues through the office and 

undressing them. Here too, some 

anecdotes could have done with a sharper 

interrogation of how power works in 

seduction and what is fun(ny). But van 

Cimmenaede’s best work is reserved for 

the end, when her readings of dialogue, 

costume, posture, gesture, and 

cinematography in Mad Men contribute 

to the kind of more pointed, critical 

observations we were waiting for. 

Impeccably researched, smart, fun, and activist, the final chapter is a feminist gem.  

 

Roos Maier (University of Amsterdam) won the second prize for her thesis ‘Remembering a 

Counterculture: Visuality, Orality, and Imagination in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, Song 

of Solomon and Tar Baby’ 

Admirably, Maier does not shy away from big questions: ‘what happens when whites look at 

blacks [...] and what emerges from these looking relations—how do blacks consequently look 

at themselves and others?.’ Her thesis project is original, ambitious, and very difficult: 

integrating different theories on visuality, orality, and racial representation into a coherent 

framework for analyzing Morrison’s novels. As sophisticated as Maier is when she explains 

Pierra Nora, Maurice Halbwachs, and Jean Paul Sartre, her writing comes alive most beautifully 

when it is just her interpreting Morrison. Pages go by where no other scholarship is cited or 

needed, and the careful, critical attention of a smart reader to a brilliant author is wonderful to 

see. Although Maier’s readings are so fun to behold, they do not always coalesce into a clear 

intervention into either Morrison scholarship or theories of African American representation 

and memory. Maier herself seems to have larger plans as well, ending on her future ambitions 

in reading Morrison, rather than summarizing her already very substantial accomplishments.  

 

The following theses were also nominated: 

 

Nick Batho, ‘Black Power Youth Literature: Trying to Overcome the Cultural Deficit’ 

In a lively thesis on an interesting subject, Nick Batho has explored the unforeseen connections 

between the Black power movement (perhaps best known for its militantly raised fist) and 

children’s literature. Arguing persuasively that cultural education at home and in elementary 

school was recognized as an important issue by luminaries of the movement, Batho surveys 

how U.S. childrens’ books portrayed race prior to the 1960s and the radical changes that were 

wrought in such representations. Batho supplies valuable historical background information: 

noting that The Brownies Book began its run under the stewardship of W.E.B. Du Bois and 

Jessie Fauset, and sketching the institutional history of black publishing houses and the Council 

on Inter-Racial Books for Children. Examples from The Little Lazy Zulu to The Rover Boys 

depict an educational universe (prior to the Civil Right era) in which racial prejudice is imparted 

in gleeful, mocking little poems. One of the many good things about this thesis is its scope: 

Batho has read an impressive number of speeches, tracts, and of course children’s books. 

Children’s literature draws us into some profound questions about protest and commerce—

what we might frame as the radical and the kitsch—not all of which are fully explored. 

Nevertheless, Batho’s genuine interest in the topic and seeming sympathy for the cause of Black 
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Power’s children’s literature prevails. The small glitches in sensitivity—when Black leaders of 

the 1960s are uncritically cited making essentialist statements that are jarring to us today—are 

easily compensated for by the author’s earnestness and investment.  

Loes Derks van de Ven, ‘Meeting the Privacy Moment: Dissent in the Digital Age’ 

Van de Ven’s thesis comes to us as a little book: practical and pretty. This thesis applies social 

movement theory to the contemporary privacy activism, focusing on the networks, headquarters 

(virtual & real), and expressions of its participants. It is written in impeccably lucid prose and 

offers vignettes on various subjects related to the protest movement that strives towards digital 

privacy (spearheaded by Edward Snowden, Glenn Greenwald, Jacob Applebaum, and Laura 

Poitras). It successfully combines disparate topics—leadership in privacy movements; uses of 

art in different kinds of protest—into a unified study. The most unexpected chapter deals with 

Berlin and the undeniable importance of ‘physical spaces to meet’ in digital culture: a great and 

understudied idea. Berlin obviously has a different legal regime than the U.S., and a distinct 

history of state surveillance, while its life and texture demonstrate that movements in a digital 

age are still, in many ways, street movements. Clearly, the thesis admires the figures it 

examines. Time and attention devoted to how Applebaum, Poitras, and Greenwald are being 

hunted by the U.S. government (making them seem heroic and victimized simultaneously), 

might have productively been directed at what (if anything) is particularly American about data 

collection; what in American history or culture might explain the intelligence agencies’ current 

limitless and intense focus on it; and how exactly the American government argues that privacy 

advocates are harming everybody’s security. But Van de Ven has not produced just another fan 

document: she has written insightfully and originally on one of the most pertinent issues of our 

time.  

 

Daan Corneel de Geus, ‘From Infamy to Evil: The Development of Presidential post-Cataclysm 

Rhetoric, Franklin Delano Roosevelt Following Pearl Harbor and George Walker Bush (post-

9/11)’ 

Of all nominees, De Geus most explicitly 

addresses traits that are deemed 

quintessentially American. Introducing 

three academic concepts—exceptionalism, 

nationalism, and strategic thinking—the 

thesis asks which one was dominant in 

presidential speeches in response to 

catastrophes and how its rhetorical 

dominance contributed to shaping a new 

American myth. The ensuing scholarly 

overview, which includes media theory as 

well as hallmarks of American studies such 

as the frontier mythology, is thorough and 

makes the stakes of the ensuing analysis 

clear. The argument is strongest when it 

explores the differences—well captured 

under the keywords of ‘infamy’ and ‘evil’ that frame the thesis. Roosevelt’s admonition that 

‘We must not [fascism] that happen here’ acknowledged, at least rhetorically, that fascism was 

possible in the American context. Bush’s statement that ‘they hate our freedoms’ is qualitatively 

different. 

 

The thesis is most compelling when it explores Bush’s conscious and perhaps unconscious 

borrowings from FDR. For instance, it is interesting that Bush’s distinction of  ‘good Muslims’ 
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resembles FDR’s rhetoric of ‘good Germans,’ highlighting the complex dynamics at play 

concerning ethnicity. The time span of looking at these men’s speeches until their first State of 

the Union address following the events is well chosen, although it creates a curiously split 

perspective on American speech-making with both presidents being discussed one after another 

and little sense of what happened in between. But this may also be due to De Geus’s humble 

style, which lets presidents and scholars speak, rather than fore fronting his own opinion or 

intervention. In his meticulousness and organization, the latter still shines through.  

 

Nathanial Mason, ‘Sun Ra and John Coltrane: Critiquing Essentialism in the Discourse of Jazz 

through Theories of Postethnicity and Transethnicity’ 

Mason compellingly suggests that Baraka’s radical/black-nationalist account of jazz and the 

sentimental Ken-Burns/Wynton-Marsalis narrative are, in effect, flip sides of the same 

essentialist coin. They prop up an American exceptionalism or a black exceptionalism, or 

intertwine those exceptionalisms in ways that leave out the transethnic, transnational, 

postethnic, postnational aspects of the music. Sun Ra and Contrane support Mason’s point 

through their philosophical views, religious/spiritual leanings, and avant-garde music. In long 

paragraphs, questions proliferate on topics such as the existence of race, jazz, or even culture. 

Although scholarship is not always thoroughly mined or presented, Mason’s pacing keeps the 

issues clear and the reader interested. The heft of the thesis, which is filled with prose, makes 

you wonder if music could have been productively incorporated, either printed or described. 

John Coltrane and Sun Ra emerge as very different kinds of heroes here. Mason’s accounts of 

each figure climax at a moment of departure from ethnic or racial labels/categories. Trane’s 

departure is rhythmic, while Sun Ra’s is harmonic. Both are, indeed, challenges to the familiar 

history of jazz, although they are in many ways incompatible with each other. But the statements 

of Ra, Coltrane, and their biographers clearly suffice for a very substantial analysis. Although 

the very American-ness of future jazz remains to be heard, Mason’s work deftly makes us 

rethink its past and its use value for cultural theory at large.  

 

Inge Oosterhoff, ‘Rapresenting: The Miscellaneous Meaning of Gangsta Rap in 1990s 

America’ 

Oosterhoff takes a refreshing approach to a well-studied topic: the controversial nature of 

Gangsta rap and what it can tell us about American society. Refreshing, because it seems to 

spring neither from an idolization or defense of gangsta rappers, nor from a wholly cerebral, 

academic interest. Instead, she presents clear, informative writing that is well-researched and 

fast-paced under headings drawn from album and song titles. Summaries on subjects like 

poverty, police violence, and misogyny are laced with quotations from famous rap artists who 

try to explain how the circumstances in their ghettoized neighborhoods, most notably Compton 

in LA, have shaped their craft. Oosterhoff hits the nail on the head in some elegant formulations 

and when she lines gangster rap alongside heavy metal, rightly noting that ‘their effects on 

society were feared for different reasons.’ She raises the question: what if gangster rap was 

narrated as a story of double opportunism? In such a narrative, political grandstanding against 

gangster rap on the part of the Tipper Gores of the world becomes a badge of honor for the 

artists themselves, who can boast the ‘parental advisory’ warning? Although Oosterhoff cites 

police chiefs, scholars, and rappers talking about gangsta rap, but she rarely close reads the rap 

lyrics, beats, and effects themselves. The inclusion of the rhymes that were sparking such 

outrage and cultural criticism might have added even more life to what is already an interesting 

and entertaining thesis.  

 

Mark Straver, ‘The Invisible Hand of Alan Greenspan: The Development of Financial 

Regulation in the United States during 1987-2006’ 
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Straver introduces a rare bird into this competition, namely a work of economic history. He 

attempts to measure the power and influence of the Federal Reserve in general, and Alan 

Greenspan in particular. Along the way, he raises some profound questions about contingency 

in economic history, and about responsibility for economic collapse—i.e., structure vs. 

individual agency. Although the importance of financial regulation is a highly relevant topic 

for anyone following the news, we sometimes missed its embedding in American Studies. For 

instance, how does Ayn Rand’s objectivism, which heavily influenced Greenspan, relate to 

older ideas of self-reliance and exceptionalism? But Straver is perhaps more interested in 

financial history than in national history. The thesis makes the interesting suggestion that the 

Fed’s more-or-less successful handling of the 1987 bust gave the Fed (and policymakers 

generally) a certain overconfidence. Straver’s knowledge of separate financial regulations and 

his ability to explain them are truly impressive. Equally rare and remarkable are the self-aware 

articulations of the contributions to historiography made by this thesis.  

 

Bert Verwoerd, ‘Films of Freedom: The Constructions of American National Identity and 

Dehumanization of the Enemy in WWII Propaganda Films’ 

It is difficult to imagine a more appealing thesis topic than Popeye, Looney Tunes, and other 

animations by Warner Brothers and Walt Disney, though the visual dimension of Verwoerd’s 

works would have been even better served if the appendix with 90 images had also been 

distributed to the jury. Even without it, the thesis made for entertaining and enlightening 

reading, asking how propaganda films produced during WWII conveyed notions of American 

identity and exceptionalism. Verwoerd largely follows the familiar narrative that the German 

enemy was drawn as (formerly) civilized, with a European family resemblance, while 

renderings of the Japanese enemy were racially ‘other.’ The first chapter compares and contrasts 

Frank Capra and Walt Disney and their motives—succinctly summarized as money vs. 

patriotism—for making propaganda films. The thesis also raises the complex relationship 

between commerce and war: notably the idea that the war both imperiled and rescued the Disney 

corporation. Although the survey of such a large number of films sometimes leads Verwoerd 

towards description rather than analysis, the overview remains informative and impressive. His 

find of an unknown 1944 short called ‘I am an American’ points to his research skills and 

striving for completeness. The cited vignettes paint a convincing picture of the systematic 

instilment of patriotism and a sense of alienation from the German and Japanese through 

ideological and often racial stereotyping.  
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Ninth RSC International Ph.D. Seminar 
 

Since 2003, the RSC has organized an international workshop for 

European Ph.D. students, who have constantly regarded this 

experience as extremely beneficial to their researches. The Ph.D. 

seminar epitomizes the mission of the RSC, which aims to train 

future historians at any academic level and foster the study of 

American history and culture all over Europe.  

 

The workshop is an opportunity for  Ph.D. candidates coming from 

some of the leading European universities to present their research, 

assess their preliminary findings, and discuss their topics with a 

larger academic community composed of peers as well as established 

professors, including the whole RSC academic staff.  

 

The informal atmosphere characterizing this works well to facilitate 

fruitful exchanges of ideas among all of the participants. Historical 

methodologies, primary sources, interpretations, approaches, and 

analyses are put under the lenses of experts who are genuinely 

interested in bolstering the scientific quality of each student’s thesis. 

For this reason, former participants have greatly valued this 

experience and described it as ‘rewarding’ and ‘extremely helpful’.  

 

This ninth edition took place from 11-13 May, 2016, and it was divided in five sessions focusing 

on several aspects of American history, including the development of American institutional 

settings, culture, society, identity, and views of the world.    

  

Ph.D. students who may be interested in attending the future seminars are kindly invited to 

contact the RSC at rsc@zeeland.nl.   

 

Any additional information can be easily revised found at the RSC webpage, www.roosevelt.nl.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RSC International Ph.D. Seminar 2015 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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FULBRIGHT NEWS  
 

Fulbright Scholars 2016/2017 
 

Dr. Juliane L. Fry  

Zij zal van 1 september tot eind december 2016 te gast zijn bij 

Universiteit Utrecht, bij het Institute for Marine and Atmospheric 

Research. Haar onderzoek heeft als titel: ‘Nitrogen Oxide to 

Particulate Matter: Understanding the Chemical Mechanisms of 

Human Influences on Air Quality in Northern Europe.’ Zij zal 

hiervoor gebruik maken van de gegevens van het Koninklijk 

Nederlands Meteorologisch Instituut (KNMI). Zij zal verder 

onderwijs geven aan de Universiteit Utrecht in het vak ‘Atmospheric 

Composition and Chemical Processes’ en aan een campus-brede 

cursus over klimaatverandering. Zij komt van Reed College, 

Portland, Oregon.  

 

Dr. Aviva Ben-Ur 

Zij zal in het voorjaar van 2017 aan Universiteit Leiden 

lesgeven en onderzoek doen, bij de afdeling Economic en 

Social History. Zij zal bijdragen leveren aan twee vakken, 

over de geschiedenis van de slaventijd, en over diversiteit 

in pluralistische samenlevingen. Eventueel gaat zij nog 

een  derde vak geven over de geschiedenis van anti-

semitisme. Haar onderzoek zal gaan over de aanpassing 

van Joodse en Afrikaanse nieuwkomers in Suriname, 

variërend van aanpassing tot verzet. Haar thuisuniversiteit 

is de University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  

 

Boek ter ere van het 65-jarig bestaan 

In 1950 keerden achtentwintig studenten en wetenschappers terug van 

een studie- of onderzoeksverblijf in de Verenigde Staten. Zij waren de 

eerste Nederlanders die een beurs van de Amerikaanse overheid hadden 

ontvangen, met als doel het bevorderen van wederzijds begrip tussen de 

naties. De beurzen dragen de naam van senator J. William Fulbright, die 

zich sterk maakte voor de financiering. Inmiddels zijn we 65 jaar verder 

en Manon Kolsteren interviewde ter gelegenheid van dit jubileum 37 

alumni van een aantal beurzenprogramma’s van het Nederland Amerika 

Instituut en zijn rechtsopvolger de Netherlands America Commission 

for Educational Exchange (NACEE), sinds 2004 opererend onder de 

naam Fulbright Center. 

De auteur neemt ons mee naar de vroegste jaren van het Fulbright programma in Nederland en 

laat ons luisteren naar de verhalen van alumni die nog met de Holland-Amerika lijn naar 

Amerika reisden om vervolgens per trein hun bestemming te bereiken. Oude foto’s en 

aanmeldingsformulieren komen op tafel. De verhalen uit de recentere jaren, waar regelmatig 

heen en weer vliegen en contact via internet en telefoon zoveel simpeler is, laten toch zien dat 

ook nu een verblijf in Amerika voor studie of onderzoek een bijzondere ervaring is die vaker 

wel dan niet richtinggevend bleek voor de toekomst.  

http://www.fulbright.nl/
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidsNymwanMAhWJWiwKHfOwCpgQjRwIBw&url=http://cen.acs.org/articles/93/i13/Chemists-Gather-Denver.html&psig=AFQjCNE5Dzpg6ceN2heGnE9SyKmucSFIWQ&ust=1461664114692640
https://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIm57fwqnMAhUJDxoKHdrFDtwQjRwIBw&url=https://blog.stcloudstate.edu/jewishevents/&psig=AFQjCNGlHOItavy358NDXAQ-hv4Y087Yyg&ust=1461664413545640
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CONFERENCES  
 

HOTCUS Annual Conference 2016  

July 6-8, 2016 

Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg 

 

Established in 2007, Historians of the Twentieth Century United States (HOTCUS) exists to 

facilitate and promote scholarship in the field of twentieth century American history. Although 

it is based in the United Kingdom, with strong links to the British Association of American 

Studies (BAAS), the association of British American Nineteenth Century 

Historians (BrANCH), and the American Politics Group (APG), HOTCUS also draws its 

membership from universities in Ireland, mainland Europe, the United States and other 

countries around the world. The organization’s showcase event is the annual conference, which 

in 2016 will be hosted at the Roosevelt Study Center. 

 

On Wednesday July 6, 2016 the conference will be opened by the keynote speaker Margot 

Canaday from Princeton University. She will talk about her current research ‘Pink Precariat: 

LGBT Workers in the Shadow of Civil Rights, 1945-2000.’  

 

The program continues on Thursday 7 July and Friday 8 July and consists of 20 panels, all with 

different topics: 

Panel 1: Race and Citizenship in the New Deal  

Panel 2: Presidential Politics in the 1970s  

Panel 3: Christianity and Conservatism  

Panel 4: The U.S. and the Middle East  

Panel 5:  U.S. Internationalism from World War to Cold War: A Roundtable  

Panel 6: Cold War Diplomacy  

Panel 7: Politics and Society in the Modern American South  

Panel 8: Urban History: Race, Place and Memory  

Panel 9: Race and National Identity in the Early 20th Century  

Panel 10: The U.S., Britain and Northern Ireland  

Panel 11: Sex, Gender and Politics  

Panel 12: Economic Transformations  

Panel 13: Anti-War Protest and Vietnam  

Panel 14: Early Twentieth Century Intellectual History  

Panel 15: After the Cold War Paradigm  

Panel 16: Media and Politics  

Panel 17: Southern Identity and Culture  

Panel 18: New Perspectives on the Cold War  

Panel 19: Race, Rights and Religion in Cold War American Education Reform, 1946-1988  

Panel 20: Race, Consumerism and Memory  

  

For more information on the program see www.hotcus.org.uk 
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International Conference: ‘Forging the American 

Century: World War II and the Transformation 

of U.S. Internationalism’  
 

On October 27 and 28, 2016, the North American Studies 

program of the Radboud University will host an international 

conference entitled ‘Forging the American Century.’ The idea 

behind the conference is that the confluence of contemporary 

debates about the future of American power and recent 

developments in the field of diplomatic history compel us to reconsider the foundations and 

contours of the American Century. 

 

‘Forging the American Century,’ seeks to combine the current concern for America’s changing 

role in the world with new and developing insights into the nature of international relations to 

revisit the origins of the American Century: World War II and its aftermath. The conference is 

not about the high diplomacy of the war, nor is it necessarily about the start of the Cold War. 

Instead, it will address the ways in which the World War and America’s rise to global power 

drove Americans in different fields, both inside and outside the sphere of formal diplomacy, to 

forge new connections with the world. We will also address the many ways in which people 

around the world responded to the new or changing American presence. 

 

We welcome scholars from all disciplinary and theoretical backgrounds to present fresh insights 

into the historical foundations of U.S. power and the international order it helped to create 

during and immediately after the World War II.   

 

Please send your paper proposal to j.vandenberk@let.ru.nl by May 15, 2016. 

 

For a detailed call for proposals, please see: www.ru.nl/nas/forging-american-century    

 
 
 

Transatlantic Studies Association 15th Annual Conference  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4-6 July, 2016 

University of Plymouth, U.K. 

 

Established in 2002, the TSA is a broad network of scholars who use the ‘transatlantic’ as a 

frame of reference for their work in political, economic, cultural, historical, environmental, 

literary, and IR/security studies.  
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This year the annual conference will take place from Monday 4 July through Wednesday 6 July 

at Plymouth University, U.K.. It will start on Monday with a Plenary Round-Table ‘The State 

of the Art: The United States and Transatlantic Relations as an Academic Field.’ The chair of 

this Round-Table is Giles Scott-Smith and the following discussants will contribute: 

 

Sinead Moynihan (British Association of American Studies; BAAS) 

Philip Davies (Eccles Center) 

Bruce Baker (British American Nineteenth Century Historians; BrANCH) 

Laura MacDonald (Historians of the 20th Century United States; HOTCUS) 

Maria Ryan (U.S. Foreign Policy Working Group) 

David Morgan (American Politics Group)  

 

There will be three keynote lectures: 

- Mary Nolan (New York University), The End of the American Century? The End of the 

European Project? Reflections on the Origins of the Current Crises 

- Fionnghuala Sweeney (University of Newcastle), To Be Announced  

- Barbara Keys (University of Melbourne), Friendship in Diplomacy: Henry Kissinger’s 

Personal Relationships 

 

For more information on the program please visit http://www.transatlanticstudies.com/  
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Lezing & Summer School 

 
Ian Buruma 

 
The John Adams Institute proudly presents an evening with 

journalist, writer and academic Ian Buruma. His new book, 

Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War, is an 

account of a love sustained through the terror and separation of 

two world wars and the thousands of love letters sent in the 

darkest hours of the century. According to The New York Times 

Book Review, it is  ‘A wholly understanding, moving account of 

what it meant to be Jewish and English in one of the most 

troubled times of the last century. Buruma’s voyage into the past 

is a warning as well as a celebration of lost lives.’ 

 

When:   June 29, 2016  

Time:   8:00 pm – 9:30 pm    

Where:  Amsterdam 

 

 

Summer Teachers And Scholars Institute (STSI) 
 
July 11-15, 2016, New York 

 

Learn from leading scholars and 

innovators in African-American History 

and African-American Studies. 
  

Columbia University’s Institute for 

Research in African-American Studies 

(IRAAS) will convene a one-week 

Summer Teachers and Scholars Institute 

(STSI), focusing particularly on the history, cultures, and institutions of African-descended 

peoples in New York City. New York, home to Harlem and numerous other black communities, 

historically and today is one of the capitals of Black America, and even the Black World. Many 

of the structural, economic, social, and cultural facets found in black communities and cities 

throughout the Western Hemisphere are exhibited in their greatest dynamism in New York. 

This Summer Institute offers what few others are able: the opportunity to study African-

American history, culture, politics, and life through the lens of New York, and in New York. 

High school and college/university instructors, graduate students, writers and journalists, 

museum and archive professionals, and independent scholars and researchers are welcome to 

apply.  

 

For more information on the summer school visit http://www.columbiastsi.com/  

http://www.john-adams.nl/
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 

Herman Cohen Stuart – Verdwijning en verandering: Beeldvorming en 

Boodschappen in Edward S. Curtis’ The North American Indian 

 
Het onderzoek is gericht op de twintigdelige boekenserie The North American Indian (NAI) 

van de Amerikaanse fotograaf Edward S. Curtis (1868-1952). Stuart onderzoekt de teksten en 

de 2.235 foto’s die zijn opgenomen in de boeken en de bijbehorende portfolio’s, waarin Curtis 

in de eerste drie decennia van de 20e eeuw de culturen en geschiedenis van de Noord-

Amerikaanse Indianen (tegenwoordig veelal aangeduid als Native Americans) beschrijft. Aan 

de hand van kwantitatieve analyses van foto’s en teksten toont hij onder meer aan, dat Curtis 

een heel divers beeld schept van die culturen, en dat in de 

NAI, ondanks de—in recente jaren fors bekritiseerde—

manipulaties die hij toepast, veel meer westerse invloeden 

zichtbaar zijn dan meestal wordt aangenomen.  

 

Ook laat hij zien dat Curtis, die uitgaat van het toen breed 

gedeelde maar nu zeer controversiële idee van het 

Vanishing Race, vele voorbeelden geeft van verdwijning 

van volken en culturen. Curtis blijkt het eens met het 

toenmalige beleid van de federale Amerikaanse regering 

dat beoogde dat Indianen zouden assimileren in de 

Amerikaanse samenleving, maar heeft kritiek op de 

uitvoering van dat beleid. In de teksten blijkt Curtis 

eveneens zeer kritisch op de behandeling van de Indianen 

door westerlingen en op de moordpartijen door het 

Amerikaanse leger. In de foto’s komt die kritiek echter in 

het geheel niet terug, evenmin als de slechte leefsituatie op 

de reservaten. 

 

 

 

Laura Visser-Maessen – Robert Parris Moses: A 

Life in Civil Rights and Leadership at the 

Grassroots 
 

One of the most influential leaders in the civil rights 

movement, Robert Parris Moses was essential in making 

Mississippi a central battleground state in the fight for voting 

rights.  

 

As a leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC), Moses presented himself as a mere 

facilitator of grassroots activism rather than a charismatic 

figure like Martin Luther King Jr. His self-effacing demeanor 

and his success, especially in steering the events that led to 

the volatile 1964 Freedom Summer and the formation of the 

Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, paradoxically gave 

him a reputation of nearly heroic proportions. Examining the 

http://aerbook.com/maker/productcard-2183464-137.html?look_inside=true
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dilemmas of a leader who worked to cultivate local leadership, historian Laura Visser-Maessen 

explores the intellectual underpinnings of Moses’s strategy, its achievements, and its struggles. 

This new biography recasts Moses as an effective, hands-on organizer, safeguarding his ideals 

while leading from behind the scenes. By returning Moses to his rightful place among the 

foremost leaders of the movement, Visser-Maessen testifies to Moses’s revolutionary approach 

to grassroots leadership and the power of the individual in generating social change. 

 

 
George Harinck – Varia Americana  
 

In 1898 maakt Abraham Kuyper een reis van vier maanden 

door de Verenigde Staten. De aanleiding was de 

toekenning van een eredoctoraat door Princeton 

University en het verzoek er lezingen te houden over het 

calvinisme. Maar Kuyper wilde al lang graag een keer naar 

Amerika. Hij bewonderde het land om zijn burgerlijke 

vrijheden en om de publieke rol van religie, twee zaken die 

voor hem nauw samenhingen en die hij ook in Nederland 

trachtte te realiseren. Onderweg stuitte hij ook op 

schaduwzijden van het land: de macht van de dollar in de 

politiek, de oppervlakkigheid van de godsdienst, de 

spanning tussen blank en zwart, de overmoed en de 

sensatiezucht. 

 

Kuyper ontmoette de elite aan de oostkust, bezocht de 

president in het Witte Huis, maakte verkiezingscampagnes 

mee en deed de Nederlandse kolonies in het Midden-

Westen aan. George Harinck volgt zijn spoor in het jaar 

van de Amerikaanse presidentsverkiezingen. Hij belicht 

Kuypers indrukken aan de hand van diens reisverslag en 

brieven, en beschrijft de invloed van Amerika op Kuypers politiek in Nederland. En Harinck 

vraagt zich af hoe Kuypers analyse van de Verenigde Staten zich verhoudt tot het land in 

verkiezingskoorts anno 2016. 

 

Naast het boek is er ook een documentaireserie Varia Americana te zien vanaf woensdag 11 

mei op NPO2 om 20.25 uur. Deze afleveringen zijn terug te zien op: http://www.npo.nl/varia-

americana/11-05-2016/VPWON_1251232  
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Promotion  
 

Nigel Hamilton, ‘Commander in Chief: FDR’s Battle with Churchill, 1943’ 
 
Op 28 april promoveerde de 72-jarige Nigel 

Hamilton in Groningen (bij Hans Renders en 

Doeko Bosscher). Hamilton is een al vele jaren 

bekende auteur van diverse biografieën (van onder 

anderen de gebroeders Mann, veldmaarschalk 

Montgomery en John Kennedy) en de oprichter 

van het Britse Instituut voor Biografie. Zijn JFK-

biografie, Reckless Youth, was bedoeld als het 

eerste deel van een trilogie, maar door 

tegenwerking van de familie Kennedy is het bij één 

deel gebleven. Dat eerste deel trok veel positieve 

aandacht en een groot lezerspubliek; mede daarom 

werd er een televisieserie op gebaseerd.  

 

Hamilton was ondanks zijn hoogleraarschappen 

(onder andere in Boston) nooit aan promoveren toegekomen, maar daarin is nu voorzien. Hans 

Renders, directeur van het Biografie Instituut van de RUG, besprak met hem tijdens een van de 

vele conferenties waar zij elkaar ontmoetten de mogelijkheid in Groningen te promoveren. Van 

het een kwam het ander. Het proefschrift, getiteld Commander in Chief, FDR’s battles with 

Churchill, 1943 is snel  in het Nederlands vertaald, met het opmerkelijke gevolg dat de 

Nederlandse versie eerder verscheen dan de Engelstalige handelseditie.  

 

In zijn studie komt Hamilton tot de conclusie dat het aan Roosevelt te danken is geweest dat de 

invasie in Normandië van juni 1944 precies op het goede moment werd gelanceerd. Zijn Chefs 

van Staven wilden er al in 1942 of 1943 op los, maar FDR stond erop dat zijn troepen eerst 

gevechtservaring opdeden in Afrika en Italië. De enorme tegenstand die Hitler in Frankrijk kon 

organiseren (in feite klaar had staan) zou voor de Amerikaanse en Britse soldaten tot een 

bloedbad en een nederlaag leiden als zij de strijd te vroeg zouden moeten aanbinden. De Britten 

voelden, heel anders dan Churchill het na de oorlog in zijn met een Nobelprijs bekroonde 

memoires deed voorkomen, überhaupt niet voor een invasie in Frankrijk, nadat de 

‘proefinvasie’ in Dieppe (1942) op een ramp was uitgelopen. Succes heeft vele vaders; 

Churchill claimde gretig het vaderschap. Hij had bij zijn verslaglegging van de discussies over 

‘Overlord’ (Normandië) het voordeel dat FDR in april in 1945 was overleden, zodat er geen 

Amerikaanse tegenhanger van zijn memoires kon verschijnen. Was het Roosevelt gegeven 

geweest zelf zijn herinneringen aan het papier toe te vertrouwen, dan zou Churchill gedwongen 

zijn de rol die hij zelf had gespeeld (als tegenstander van de invasie) anders te beschrijven en 

beter te verantwoorden. Nu was en bleef hij de grote strateeg met het feilloze inzicht. Hamilton, 

zelf een Brit (hoewel nu Amerikaans staatsburger) en dus een onverdachte bron, zet het allemaal 

recht in zijn proefschrift, waarop hij terecht ‘cum laude’ promoveerde. Dit boek is behalve een 

prachtig geschreven relaas over een cruciale fase van de Tweede Wereldoorlog, een krachtige 

onderstreping van het nut dat militaire geschiedenis kan hebben voor de geschiedschrijving in 

het algemeen. Juist door FDR nu eens vanuit het perspectief van de militaire strategie te 

beschrijven, kon Hamilton een heel ander licht werpen op wat er en 1943  (toen de keus werd 

gemaakt voor een invasie in 1944) gebeurde. Roosevelt stond al bekend als een groot leider. 

Vanaf nu staat ook zijn genie als opperbevelhebber van zijn strijdkrachten als een paal boven 

water. 
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CALENDER 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When? What? Where? 

May 15, 2016 Deadline Paper Proposal  

International Conference Radboud 

University Nijmegen 

 

May 18, 2016 Lecture ‘The American Presidential Elections 

2016’ by Bruce Kuklick 

Nijmegen 

May 26, 2016 How Data Will Determine the Next President Amsterdam 

June 1, 2016 Deadline Call for Papers  

NASA Conference 2016 

 

June 10, 2016 Amerikanistendag Amsterdam 

June 29, 2016 Ian Buruma Amsterdam 

June 30-July 1, 2016 Lecture Series NASA-Buitenlandse Zaken Den Haag 

July 4-6, 2016 TSA 15th Annual Conference Plymouth, UK 

July 6-8, 2016 HOTCUS Conference Middelburg 

July 11-15, 2016 IRAAS Summer Teachers and Scholars Institute New York 

September 15, 2016 General Meeting Middelburg 

September 15-16, 2016 NASA Conference Middelburg 

October 1, 2016 Deadline NASA Newsletter  

October 27-28, 2016 International Conference ‘Forging the American 

Century’ 

Nijmegen 

November 8, 2016 President’s Night 2016 Amsterdam 



 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.netherlands-america.nl 

 
 

 




