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NASA-NIEUWS 
 
 
Bestuursbericht 
 
As I write this column for the fall edition of our Newsletter, explosive reports about NSA's alleged 
interception of the private communication of several heads of state across Europe and Latin 
America dominate the news. According to German news magazine Der Spiegel, the European 
States Branch of the NSA had identified German Chancellor Angela Merkel as well as high 
government officials in France, Italy, Spain, and Poland, among others, as prime targets of 
surveillance, and their private cellphone communication has allegedly been intercepted for many 
years. In addition, NSA's Special Collection Service has also been reported to hold ca. 80 illegal 
dependances across the globe, designed to give both NSA and CIA illegal access to the private 
communication of important government officials worldwide, including, as has most recently 
become known, the Presidents of Brazil and Mexico. While 'Operation Whitetamale' (2009) and 
'Operation Eveningeasel' (2012) allegedly targeted Mexico in order to monitor President Felipe 
Calderón's and President Enrique Peña Nieto's proposed changes in their approach to the war on 
drugs, the economic relevance of the classified communication data  gathered by NSA cannot be 
underestimated as these operations also granted the US access to crucial information pertaining to 
strategic economic investments. While Peña Nieto, as the US's strongest political ally in the 
American hemisphere, has hitherto remained fairly calm, Brazil's president reacted far more 
strongly. After learning that NSA had not only intercepted her private cellphone communication but 
had also hacked into the communication network of Brazil's national oil company Petrobras, Dilma 
Rousseff cancelled her official state visit to the White House and called for a UN General Assembly 
resolution in this matter. Similarly, during the recent EU summit in Brussels, European government 
officials insisted that the Obama administration's compliance with national data protection laws is 
indispensable for restoring the shattered trust among allies. While President Obama and Secretary 
of State John Kerry try to quell the international anger that has erupted over these disclosures, the 
underlying political and economic dimensions of this surveillance affair tend to seriously 
undermine Obama's claim that much of today's US espionage is carried out to combat terrorism. Yet 
at the same time this event might perhaps also give Europeans a new leverage in their free trade 
agreement negotiations with the US. 
 
NASA is able to look back upon another busy year filled with exciting events, including, most 
recently, a fall symposium on the topic of 'Politics for the People: Participatory Democracy in 
America, from Revolutionary to Front Porch' that was hosted by the University of Groningen. On 
November 6-9, the Roosevelt Study Center (Middelburg) and the University of Ghent (Belgium) 
jointly organized a four-day international conference on 'Weapons of Mass Seduction: Rhetoric and 
Political Discourse in The United States,' and we hope that many of you participated in this 
transnational cooperation.  
 
At the same time, we're also keenly looking forward to the EAAS conference in The Hague on 
April 3-6, 2014. We are both honored and delighted that Willem van Genugten (Professor of 
International Law at Tilburg University and former Dean of The Hague's Institute for Global 
Justice), Richard Carwardine (Rhodes Professor of American History at Oxford and President of 
Corpus Christi College Oxford, GB), and William Leahy (Director of the Office of Indigent Legal 
Services, New York, USA) have accepted our invitation to deliver the keynote addresses. For the 
first time in EAAS history, the conference will also offer a forum for student paper and poster 
presentations. Please spread the news and the Call for Papers included in this Newsletter among all 
interested American Studies students. 

Marietta Messmer, NASA Chair 
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New Board Members NASA  
 
George Blaustein 
George Blaustein joined the NASA as a representative of the University of Amsterdam in 2012. He 
received his Ph.D. from the History of American Civilization Program at Harvard University in 
2010, and began teaching at the UvA in 2011. His dissertation was about American literature and 
culture in the context of post-1945 American occupations in Germany and Europe, as the United 
States assumed the mantle of victor as well as cultural redeemer. It includes on chapters on the 
surprising history of American Studies in Europe, on Margaret Mead and American character, on 
F.O. Matthiessen and a leftist literary 
canon, and on other writers and 
intellectuals in this Americanist 
moment. 
 
At the University of Amsterdam, he 
directs the MA program in American 
Studies, and has taught courses on 
international perspectives of the United 
States, on 19th-century Atlantic 
history, and on American humor, as 
well as more specialized courses on 
Moby-Dick and the world of Mark 
Twain. 
 
 
Laura Visser-Maessen 
In September 2013 Laura Visser-Maessen joined the NASA-board as the representative of Utrecht 
University, where she is currently working as a lecturer in American history and American Studies.  
 
On October 13, she received her doctorate from the University of Leiden for her Ph.D. dissertation 
A Lot of Leaders? Robert Parris Moses, SNCC, and Leadership in the Production of Social Change 
during the American Civil Rights Movement, 1960-1965, a political biography of legendary activist 
Robert Parris Moses of the civil rights organization SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, 1960-early seventies) written under the supervision of Prof. Adam Fairclough 
(University of Leiden). Through Moses, she obtains new insights into the generation of social 
change for African-Americans in the Deep South of the 1960s and the role that leadership played in 
it.  

 
Since the 1960s historians have tried to capture the origins, significance, 
accomplishments, and failures of the civil rights movement to understand 
how effective, long-term social change is brought about. Early historians 
have emphasized the period between 1955-1965, highlighting political 
and legislative achievements prompted by professional organizations and 
charismatic leaders such as Martin Luther King. More recent studies, 
however, evaluate it as part of a long process of social change with no 
clear beginning or end point, instigated by ordinary citizens and 
characterized by a multitude of agents, objectives, and voices.  
 

Moses' activism complicates these interpretations of what the movement was, what it strived for, 
and what role civil rights organizations and ordinary citizens played in it. Within the collective 
leadership of SNCC, one of the movement's most productive organizations, he was the most 
prominent individual between 1961 and 1965. He pioneered SNCC's voter registration and political 
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education work in Mississippi. Exemplifying SNCC's philosophy of establishing powerful local 
black leadership but not seeking to dominate that leadership, he presented himself as a mere 
facilitator of grassroots activism rather than a figure of authority. This self-effacing demeanor 
emphasized his humility as a leader but at the same time enhanced his moral influence, giving him 
an unwanted reputation of mythical proportions. 'Jesus Christ in the flesh' or 'prophet' are only a few 
of the hero-worshipping epithets admiring blacks and whites bestowed on him. Moses' style of not 
posing as a leader proved to be an effective addition to Martin Luther King's public media 
campaigns in the realization of social change for southern blacks. Although all historians 
acknowledge his significance for the civil rights movement, he had never been the subject of intense 
study. 
 
In A Lot of Leaders?, Laura Visser-Maessen finds a balance between 'classical' and 'revisionist' 
interpretations of the movement by analyzing the interaction between Moses and the grassroots 
movement in Mississippi. This provides new insight into the process, or the nuts and bolts, of how 
'facilitating indigenous leadership' worked in practice, and the role that SNCC's singular 
organizational culture and Moses' leadership style played in its impact. In reality Moses was neither 
the existentialist hero emphasized in earlier historical accounts nor the unassuming facilitator 
prominent in later ones. Her analysis, uniquely written with Moses' rare personal cooperation and 
based on new primary source material, not only fills the gap in historical knowledge concerning his 
activities, leadership style, and legacy, making it the most detailed account of his activism to date. 
But it also provides fresh perspectives on questions regarding the nature of social movements, such 
as: What constitutes a 'movement'? Is it organizational presence or is something else needed? When 
does 'facilitation' become 'influencing'? Moreover, examining the daily activities of Moses, a New 
York-bred math teacher with an Ivy League training in philosophy, exposes the complexity of the 
relationship between the North and South and between the origins of (black) organizers' ideas and 
subsequent activism in explaining the success of the movement.  
 
 
NASA Fall Event 2013 Report 
 
On Thursday, October 24, four speakers and 30 participants gathered at the University of 
Groningen to discuss this year's NASA Fall Event topic 'Politics for the People: Participatory 
Democracy in America, from Revolutionary to Front-Porch.' Martin Butler (University of 
Oldenburg) opened the symposium with a talk on 'Folk Revival 2.0: On the Poetics and Politics of 
'Folkification' in Music and (Other) Media Cultures.' Exploring the ways in which different forms 
of popular culture currently feature a revival of folk in order to showcase alternative forms of 
political participation and protest, Butler foused in particular on two case studies: Woody Guthrie's 
House of Earth (originally completed in 1947 but published in 2013 under Johnny Depp's imprint) 
and the Star Wars Uncut project. In their re-appropriation of folk elements, both of these case 

studies can, according to Butler, also be linked to the 
Occupy movement (in particular with respect to Tom 
Morello, leader of the Occupy Guitarmy, who 
adapted Guthrie's most famous hymn 'This Land Is 
Your Land'). Drawing on Edward Said's concept of 
the intellectual as an outsider or amateur, Butler's talk 
highlighted the revalorization of the notion of the 
amateur (and of strategic amateurism) as an enabling 
factor in the creation of alternative political spaces 
and resistance to the corporate media business. The 
amateur's perspective stands in marked contrast to 
that of the professional (including the professional 
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engaged in institutionalized systems of knowledge production) whose vision has often become too 
heavily clouded by neoliberal interests. 
 
The second speaker, Michael Foley (University of Groningen), utilized the Midwestern farm crisis 
of the 1970s and 1980s to counter two dominant political narratives that have hitherto shaped our 
vision of this period in US history: the rise-of-the-right narrative, which is often combined with an 
emphasis on people's civic disengagement during those decades. Foley demonstrated, however, that 
the farm crisis led to the emergence of a wide range of different grassroots movements, including 
the Family Farm Movement and the American Agricultural Movement, among others, which 
resulted in a mass mobilization of farmers to defend their vision of the American Dream. Ultimately 
amateur lobbyism and civic engagement not only resulted in good media coverage of the issues at 
stake, but also led to the implementation of concrete social services. 
 
In 'Politics for the People: Historicizing Alliance 
Cultures,' Wil Verhoeven (University of 
Groningen) provided a historical framework for our 
conference topic by highlighting the eighteenth-
century origins of the concept of participatory 
political culture. His central argument was that in 
spite of the fact that Britain had lost its American 
colonies during the American Revolution, the idea 
of 'America' came to represent for the British 
people a choice between two diametrically opposed 
models of social justice and political participation 
in the contex of their debates on the French 
Revolution. Moreover, Verhoeven demonstrated the 
extent to which these political processes were inextricably linked to print culture, with the print 
wars of the 1790s resulting in the emergence of a new genre (the political romance). While the 
impact of eighteenth-century print media on processes of democratization can in many ways be 
compared to today's impact of the internet and the new social media, Verhoeven nonetheless 
cautioned us against drawing a too optimistic link between technological progress and political 
change. Yet even though technological innovations in and of themselves need not necessarily result 
in concrete political progress or active resistance, they can help strengthen our awareness of the 
issues at hand. 
 

The final speaker, Rik Smit (University of Groningen) rounded 
off the discussion by focusing on 'Memes and Playful Politics: 
The 'Situation Room Photograph' Remixed.' Reading online 
memes as a cultural form of playful political participation, Smit 
discussed in detail a wide range of remixes of the famous 
situation room photograph taken on the occasion of Osama bin 
Laden's killing. The various memes of this photograph raised a 
range of larger questions, including the extent to which such 
memes can empower their creators and/or move beyond 
playfulness to produce a serious political impact. Moreover, 

even though the production of memes can on the one hand be seen as a good example of the 
revalorization of the unspoiled, raw authenticity of the amateur, it also raises the question whether 
participation is truly free and available to everyone, or whether it requires specific resources. The 
audience generally agreed that while participation in new (social) media platforms allows people to 
move beyond the neoliberal categories of 'the private' and 'the public,' the same form of 
participation may also be (ab)used to create or maximize profit. In this way, Noam Chomsky's 
insistence that participatory democracy and participatory governance become enabling tools to 



 
 6  

subvert the debilitating effects of neoliberalism (by counteracting neolioberalisms' 'atomized society 
of disengaged individuals who feel demoralized and socially powerless') can be seen as an 
encouragement for further debate on and exploration of this most crucial topic of our times. After 
an animated round of discussions, the symposium concluded with a visit to one of Groningen's most 
famous pubs where everyone was enjoying their well-deserved drinks. 

Marrieta Messmer 
 
Rob Kroes Scholar Fund 2014 for Masters and Ph.D. Students 
 
NASA offers €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for research trips to the 
United States for Masters and Ph.D. students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 
Applications should be addressed to jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl in a 500-word proposal outlining 
their research project, an itinerary of their intended research trip to the United States, and a 
curriculum vitae. The deadline for submitting applications is December 31, 2013. 
 
 
Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 2013: Report by Ruth van den Akker 
 
Spending time in Spokane thanks to the Rob Kroes Scholar Fund 
 
Beautifully located on the banks of the Spokane River, and near the pine-covered Selkirk 
Mountains, Spokane W.A. offers impressive views. Every morning, as I walked to the Museum of 
Art and Culture greeted by squirrels and kicking through brightly coloured fall leaves, I was struck 
by the splendor of this scenic beauty. It takes little to envision how roughly two centuries ago Mary 
Walker would look up while mending clothes or doing the washing and have the same magnificent 
view.  
 
In 1838, Mary Walker and her husband, missionaries 
commissioned by the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, settled about 30 miles north of 
Spokane, built a small, primitive cabin, and started their 
mission work among the Spokane Indians. Ten years after 
their arrival, they would leave in great haste, following a 
violent attack by Native Americans on the Whitman 
mission close to Walla Walla. Mary Walker fervently kept 
a dairy, before, during, and after her life as missionary, 
and hers is one of the richest diaries passed down to us 
from a woman pioneering in the west.  
 
Clifford M. Drury did extensive historical research on the 
Oregon mission; as a part of his research he transcribed 
the diaries and all remaining letters written by the 
missionaries and published several books. Even though 
these diaries and letters are scattered over several archives 
in the US, the Museum of Art and Culture in Spokane houses most of Drury's work and therefore 
also his transcriptions of Walker's diaries and letters. As Walker's diary written during her 
missionary life was too long to be completely published, Drury eliminated what he considered to be 
unimportant or repetitious. Additionally, the publication does not include Walker's letters or the 
diary she wrote previous to her missionary life.  

mailto:jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl
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The Rob Kroes Travel Grant has been a significant 
contribution to my research on representations of self 
and other in the life writing of missionary wives, 
among whom Mary Walker. The grant made it 
possible to include unpublished material into my 
research and to make my own choices concerning the 
respective importance or indeed unimportance of the 
eliminated phrases. A telling example would be 
Walker's first mentioning of encountering Native 
Americans. She writes: 'Saw four wild looking 
Indians, saw a flock of blackbirds on the back of a 
horse.' Drury did not include this comment; however, 

the organization of this phrase and the adjective 'wild' are significant, since Walker represents 
Native Americans hereby as one with nature and as blended into the scenery.  
 
It was a pleasant surprise to find letters written by Walker and the diary written prior to her 
marriage, which are both valuable and rich sources. This diary will give more insight into Walker's 
desire to fulfill her missionary vocation and into her expectations and preparations. Walker's diaries 
are predominantly private, but in her letters Walker describes different occurrences more 
elaborately. As letters are public, I am curious to discover whether Walker observes more carefully 
nineteenth-century conventions of white femininity in her letters than she does in her diary, in 
which she regularly wipes the floor with said conventions.  
 
Thanks to the Rob Kroes Travel Grant, I am able to found my research on a wider selection of 
sources and as such make a more subtle analysis of Walker's life writing. Of course, on top of that, I 
greatly enjoyed all the States' traits and treats!  

Ruth van den Akker 
 
 
EAAS-NIEUWS  
 
'America: Justice, Conflict, War' 
EAAS Conference, The Hague, The Netherlands 
April 3-6, 2014 
 
'The business of America is not business. Neither is it war. The business of America is justice and 
securing the blessing of liberty.' (20th-century US-editor, commentator, and columnist George F. 
Will) 
'And this nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are 
free.' (John F. Kennedy, television address, June 11, 1963) 
 
EAAS Conference Update 
In 2014, the European Association of American Studies will hold its 60th anniversary conference in 
The Hague (The Netherlands). As the “City of Peace and Justice,” The Hague is home to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), the Institute for Global Justice, as well as the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ). These surroundings will provide an inspiring forum for this year's conference 
topic: “America: Justice, Conflict, War.” The conference will focus in particular on the paradox 
inherent in the United States's committment to the values of justice, liberty, and democracy, and the 
often unforeseen and problematic results of attempting to implement these values both at home and 
abroad-a paradox that has shaped the nation's history domestically as well as internationally since 
its inception. At a domestic level, the U.S. was one of the first nations in modern history to establish 
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a democratic and egalitarian form of government based on the Enlightenment principles of equality, 
political and civil liberties, and freedom of speech. At the same time, many of these principles have 
had different meanings for different groups within the U.S. throughout its history, and have 
repeatedly led to violent internal racial, ethnic, gender, and class conflicts. In the arena of foreign 
policy, Theodore Roosevelt's 'Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine' (1904), for example, officially 
consolidated the role of the U.S. as an 'international police power,' prepared to intervene 'in flagrant 
cases of . . . wrongdoings.' This set the stage for a wide range of interventions, including those in 
Latin America and, more recently, the Middle East, whose transgressive nature has since met with 
harsh criticism. For the most recent updates on the EAAS conference, please check the website: 
www.eaas2014.org. 
 
EAAS Call for Student Papers (former Amerikanistendag) 
We invite students from all EAAS member states to contribute to this conference by either offering 
a poster presentation, or by presenting a 15-minute paper. Group (poster) presentations are 
welcome too. Potential themes may include but are not restricted to the following: domestic 
conflicts; slave revolts; race, class, gender and religious conflicts; the US's involvement in 
international wars from the (pre-)colonial times to the present; WWI and II; the Marshall Plan; 
cultural diplomacy; the Cold War; Vietnam; the First Gulf War; Afghanistan; 9/11; Iraq; the war on 
terror, and the war on drugs; violent responses to immigration and the militarization of the U.S.-
Mexico border; the past / present role of the U.S. in the international community (UN, International 
Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, NATO); representations of justice, conflict, war in 
literature, film, and other media; war as cultural misunderstanding; war trauma, etc. 
 
All poster exhibits will be on display for the duration of the entire conference. All paper 
presentations will take place on Thursday, April 3, from 10.00-16.00 
  
To enable students to attend, the Netherlands American Studies Association will make available 15 
travel grants of up to 100 Euros each to speakers coming from outside The Netherlands. Lunch on 
Thursday will be provided. For inexpensive accommodation, please check out the conference 
website at www.eaas2014.org.  
 
 
Deadline: 
The deadline for submitting poster proposals or individual paper proposals is January 10, 2014. 
Please include a 150-200 word abstract of your (poster) presentation and a brief c.v. and indicate 
whether you wish to apply for a travel grant. 
 
 
Please send all information via e-mail to student.eaas2014@gmail.com  
 
 
 

http://www.eaas2014.org/
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Call for Applications for Senior Editor of the European Journal of American Studies 
 

 
 
The European Journal of American Studies is the official journal of the European Association for 
American Studies. The editorial team is led by two Senior Editors, one covering Literature, Culture 
and the Arts, and one managing the Journal’s interests in History, Politics, Social Sciences and 
International Relations.  
 
The current Senior Editor for Literature, Culture and the Arts, Pawel Frelik, is standing down from 
this position. Members of EAAS will undoubtedly join the Officers and Board of the Association, 
and the remaining Senior Editor, Jenel Virden, in thanking Pawel for his work establishing the 
Journal on the international landscape of American Studies. The Senior Editors are supported by 
Associate Editors, and work with Adjunct Editor at large Marc Chenetier and Reviews Editor 
Theodora Tsimpouki to maintain a flow of work into the Journal’s webpages.  
 
The usual term of office for a Senior Editor is 4 years with one opportunity to renew. However, on 
this occasion, and in order to maintain a ‘stagger’ in the terms of the Senior Editors without giving 
the new appointee a foreshortened term, the new Senior Editor will be appointed for a term of 6 
years. The term of the partner Senior Editor, Jenel Virden, will be 4 years, so these two Senior 
Editors will have 4 years together to build on the foundation established by preceding editors. 
 
Applications should be no more than 4 pages long. Applicants should explain their vision and 
strategy for the European Journal of American Studies, explain the personal skills and resources 
that their appointment would bring to the Journal, and should include a brief CV in their 4 page 
document. Experience of web-based journal production and/or web-based publications may be an 
advantage. Applicants must be current members of a constituent organisation of EAAS. For more 
information about the responsibilities of the Senior Editor for Literature, Culture and the Arts, visit: 
www.eaas.eu. 
 
Submissions should be made in the form of a Word document attached to a covering email and sent 
to president@eaas.eu no later than 12 midnight on Sunday 15th December 2013. 

mailto:president@eaas.eu
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AMERICAN STUDIES NIEUWS 
 
In Memoriam Herman Beliën (1946-2013) 
 
Op vrijdag 13 september stierf Herman Beliën. De man die als een wervelwind door het leven was 
gegaan, een man van ontembare energie, moest zijn meerdere erkennen in de leukemie. Zoals hij in 
de week voor zijn dood nog grinnikend een van zijn kleinkinderen citeerde: 'Maar opa, dat is 
helemaal geen leuke mie'. Zo bleef hij, tot kort voor zijn einde, de Herman die velen zich zullen 
herinneren,  humoristisch, sarcastisch, met een Amsterdams gevoel voor gein. Maar iedereen 
herinnert zich ook dat van de 
ene seconde op de andere 
Hermans gezicht een 
uitdrukking van wat norse ernst 
kon krijgen. Serieuze gedachten 
dienden zich aan die Herman 
niet voor zich wilde houden. 
Zijn stem werd luider, de toon 
wat belerend. Dan schoof hij de 
gordijnen van een collegezaaltje 
open, verzamelde de studenten, 
en vroeg ze: 'Wat ziet U hier 
eigenlijk?' Onthutst gemompel, 
het gehoor op het verkeerde 
been: Hermans ideale aanloop 
naar een beschouwing die een 
college zou vullen.  
 
Als historicus was hij een duizendpoot. Toen hij in de jaren negentig de gelederen van de 
Amerikanistiek in Amsterdam kwam versterken, leek hij er al jarenlang klaar voor. Vragen die hem 
intellectueel bezig hadden gehouden bij zijn studie van Europa, van oudheid tot heden, strekte hij 
moeiteloos uit tot Amerika. Ook in Amerika kon je er antwoord op zoeken. Herman kwam binnen 
met de vaart die hij elders had opgebouwd. Op zijn initiatief begon een serie reizen naar een 
Amerikaanse stad, na een jaar college over het stadsverschijnsel in Amerika. Geen stad in Amerika 
is meer hetzelfde voor wie er onder leiding van Herman heeft rondgelopen. Hij was een meester in 
deze vorm van onderwijs ter plekke. Hij stelde vragen tussen de wolkenkrabbers van New York of 
Chicago, in uithoeken van San Francisco of Boston, onthutsend en ontregelend, maar altijd 
eindigend in nieuw inzicht, een hogere vorm van begrip. Onvermoeibaar beende hij van wijk naar 
wijk, zijn stentorstem uitrijzend boven het straatlawaai. Niets ontging zijn nieuwsgierigheid. Alle 
informatie die Amerika's openbare ruimte te bieden heeft bracht Herman aan de praat. Elke 
straathoek werd een plek van bezinning. 
Aan het eind van zo'n dag trokken Herman en ik ons terug in de hotelkamer. 'Nou, dat was toch 
weer een PRIMA dag?' Zijn duimen en de mijne gingen omhoog en met een genietend gezicht zoals 
alleen Herman dat kon opzetten voegde hij er nog aan: 'Toppie, toppie'.  

Rob Kroes 
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Their America 
 
'Their America' is devoted to significant expressions (speeches, essays, political cartoons, fiction, 
news stories, etc.) about America by non-Americans. Their major objective is to create a global, 
synoptic site for Their America, an unpolemical, informative, and provocative resource not just for 
'American Studies' scholars around the world, but for anyone interested in studying and debating 
the international reputation of the United States. We seek to explore a country no less strange and 
uncharted than America itself once was: their America, the nation and peoples of the United States 
as they exist in the hearts and minds of others..http://www.theiramerica.org/.  
 
 
Outreach Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken 
 
Policy makers can benefit greatly from regular interaction with representatives from the private 
sector, the academic community and others with an interest in international relations. Such contacts 
can also help to inform you about our activities and the policy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
a number of foreign policy areas. We are therefore reaching out to you to offer our expertise, 
anecdotes and insights. We are happy to share our work and thoughts with you at any public events, 
meetings or debates that you may be organizing and that you feel we could contribute to. In 
exchange we would enjoy learning from your and your audience's knowledge and perspectives. If 
you are interested in enlisting one of us for a forthcoming discussion or event, feel free to contact us 
at: DWH@minbuza.nl.  
 
 

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen: New Staff Member  
 
Michael Stewart Foley has recently been appointed as Professor of American 
Political Culture and Political Theory in the Department of American Studies at 
the University of Groningen. 
 

He earned his M.A. (1994) and Ph.D. (1999) at the University of New Hampshire. Before coming 
to Groningen, he was Senior Lecturer in American History at the University of Sheffield (2009-
2013) and Associate Professor of History at the City University of New York's College of Staten 
Island and the CUNY Graduate Center (2001-2009).  
 
Foley's research has long been focused on the way Americans experience political life, the 
conditions in which they become 
politically engaged, and contested 
notions of citizenship in postwar 
American civil society. His first book, 
Confronting the War Machine: Draft 
Resistance during the Vietnam War 
(2003) recovered the history of the 
draft resistance movement in Boston, 
the first major community study of the 
antiwar movement, and for which he 
won the Peace History Society's Scott 
Bills Memorial Prize. A second book, 
Dear Dr. Spock (2007), grew out of the first, and presented the first clear view beyond public 
opinion polls of often conflicted American attitudes about the Vietnam War. Subsequent projects 
have included Home Fronts, a co-edited documentary history of war and American society from the 
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Spanish War to the present, and a co-edited volume on Witness Against Torture's campaign to shut 
down Guantanamo and stop torture. 
 
In September 2013, Foley published Front Porch Politics: The Forgotten Heyday of American 
Activism in the 1970s and 1980s (Hill & Wang/FSG), a history of grassroots activism that overturns 
prevailing assumptions about the period as being marked by a retreat from activism and a national 
shift toward conservative politics. He received a UK Arts and Humanities Research Council 
Fellowship to support the completion of the book. 
 
Foley is a founding editor of The Sixties: A Journal of History, Politics, and Culture and a past 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Peace History Society (2000-2005), and currently serves on 
the PHS executive board. He has served as an historical advisor on the prize-winning film, The 
Camden 28, as well as on the Sixth Season of the Emmy Award-winning television show, Mad 
Men. 
 
More recently, Foley's work has turned toward the intersection of music and politics and music 
subcultures. He has published an essay on Johnny Cash's 'politics of empathy,' and is working on an 
essay about the 'black power jazz' of Rahsaan Roland Kirk. He is also working on a larger project 
about the politics of San Francisco punk and will publish next year the 33 1/3 book (Bloomsbury) 
on the Dead Kennedy's first LP, Fresh Fruit for Rotting Vegetables. Finally, Foley has also begun 
research for a monograph on the politics of homelessness in the Reagan era. 
 
 
 

 
 
ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER  
 
Upcoming Activity: Launch Leiden Global 
 
In cooperation with Universiteit Leiden, Rijksmuseum Volkenkunde, 
Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, Afrika-Studiecentrum, International Institute 
for Asian Studies, Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, 
and the Nederlands Instituut voor het Nabije Oosten, the Roosevelt Study 
center set up a forum to bundle their educational and scientific knowledge 
in the area of Global and Area Studies. Leiden Global will function as a 
meeting place for making sense of the world. From the pyramids to the 
Great Firewall and from earthqueakes to elections. Driven by scholarship 
and connected with public spaces. The launch of Leiden Global will take place on November 27, 
2013 at the National Museum of Ethnology in Leiden. For more information: 
http://www.leidenglobal.org/. 
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RSC Lecture at Plymouth University 
 
Since 2007, the Roosevelt Study Center and the Plymouth University in the UK arranged a 
cooperative program to encourage and support undergraduate students of American history to come 
to Middelburg and use the Center's research facilities. As part of this program, members of the RSC 
staff are alternatively invited to Plymouth to deliver an annual lecture and award a prize to the best 
thesis  in U.S. History of the year. On September 19, 2013, the Plymouth University in Great 
Britain hosted the RSC postdoctoral researcher Dario Fazzi, who gave a lecture titled 'American 
First Ladies: The Most Gracious Public Diplomats.' The lecture was an opportunity to address some 
of the most important first ladies' activities as 'informal diplomats,' i.e. as legitimate actors of public 
diplomacy who have been able to informally affect US bi- and multilateral relations.  
 
Quite obviously, this lecture could not analyze in-depth the entity of first ladies' broad involvement 
in the foreign policy field. However, it gave an idea of the tools that they used to play such an 
international role. On the one hand, first ladies' activism represents a semi-institutional intrusion, a 
drift toward a less representative democracy, since there is no people's control over the informal 
diplomatic activities that the first ladies can carry out. This can sound like an old reminiscence of 
royal privileges and elitist politics. It is true, on the other hand, that through such an informal 
activity many important goals have been achieved for the very sake of American democracy itself. 
Frist ladies indeed have shaped the US image abroad and have given people around the world a 
more complex idea of the US social development. Sometimes, their efforts have overcome those of 
any other official diplomat. Often, US first ladies have spread over the world the quintessential 
elements of American exceptionalism. Only sporadically, however, they have failed to deserve a 
great level of public attention and attract people's imagination.  

Dario Fazzi 
 
 
Reframing Diplomacy: New Diplomatic History in the Benelux and Beyond 
In 2012 the New Diplomatic History Network was established, supported by the Toynbee Prize 
Foundation and with an online platform provided by George Mason University. The network's 
approach is 'new' in the sense that it aims to merge recent studies on the changing nature of 
diplomatic practices with the wider appreciation of how private individuals and organizations have 
played unofficial 'diplomatic roles' through history. This outlook has been expressed in Ken 
Weisbrode's letter to the SHAFR membership and Karen Gram-Skjoldager's research paper 
'Bringing the Diplomat Back In'. 
 
On September 6-7, the network's first general conference was held at Leiden University in the 
Netherlands, with the support of the Institute of History, the RSC, the Leiden University Fund, and 

the University of Turku in Finland. There were several goals for 
the conference: Firstly, to bring the network membership together 
for the first time; secondly, to mix recent trends in diplomatic 
research in order to promote a cross-fertilisation of project 
agendas and methodologies; thirdly, to use the event to judge the 
scale of the field internationally and to what extent its various 
research strands overlap or diverge. 
The conference opened with a keynote lecture by Klaus Kiran 
Patel (Maastricht University) entitled 'Unofficial Diplomacy and 
the New Deal: America's Global History during the 1930s'. Using 
Babe Ruth's Japan tour of 1934 as his starting point, Patel 
identified four broad areas where diplomatic history can be 
understood from a 'new' perspective: 'scaffolding' (official 
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diplomacy sets out the framework for private actors); 'duplicating' (simultaneous use of formal and 
informal diplomatic channels); 'uploading' (domestic policy-making as basis for international 
engagement); 'role modelling' (impact of smaller states in specific sectors); and 'spearheading' 
(vanguard role of non-state actors). Patel denied that there was any one particular 'new' to be found 
in new diplomatic history-the new was exactly to be found in the multiplicity of approaches now 
collecting under an expanded diplomatic heading. The conference fully reflected this few. Over the 
ensuing two days, a total of forty-three papers were given in fifteen panels by speakers representing 
universities from ten different countries. In terms of periodisation, the scope of the papers ranged 
from the late nineteenth century up to recent studies on multilateralism in the European Union. Six 
important themes could be identified from the conference.  
 
Firstly, several speakers examined the important role of private individuals, organisations, and 
businesses acting as mediators, go-betweens, and vectors for making ideas and causes travel across 
borders. Secondly, there were a group of papers that delved into the identity of diplomats and the 
protocol of diplomatic practice in different settings, and how this has changed according to different 
spatial and temporal coordinates. Thirdly, several papers covered the role of individuals as self-
styled peace-makers, cultural ambassadors, or Cold War intriguers. Fourthly, there was plenty of 
attention for transnational actors and their ability to impact on policy-making, their importance for 
blurring the official / unofficial divide in the policy-making process itself, and their significance in 
terms of developing linkages of resistance. Fifthly, the re-examination of traditional diplomacy was 
carried out through specific studies of prominent diplomats and ambassadors, and the tracking of 
how diplomatic systems themselves adapted to a changing global environment during the twentieth 
century. Lastly, there was a set of papers dealing with the theoretical implications of new 
diplomatic history, in terms of methodology and subject-matter. This was an eclectic group, ranging 
from the relevance of economic and technological expertise and business diplomacy to the 
application of prosopography and 'collective biographies', and paradiplomacy. 
 
The scope of the conference was therefore broad, but not so broad as to be chaotic. The goal was 
not to set out a strict outline for what is and is not new diplomatic history, but to gauge its richness 
and its extent. As the six themes above demonstrate, it represents a clear set of research sub-fields, 
with many already working along similar lines and with corresponding approaches. The conference 
was useful for illustrating these sub-fields more clearly, and for setting up possible correspondence 
between them. In this way it is to be hoped that the event also fuelled the recognition of the value of 
new diplomatic history, not as a passing fad but as an identifiable label that attracts an increasing 
number of scholars from across the humanities and the social sciences. Of course, the question will 
remain to what extent it is necessary to designate a 'new diplomatic history' in a time when 
diplomatic history is anyway changing as a discipline. One answer is simply that it is healthy for 
debate to occasionally push for the renewal and reconsideration of methodological concepts and 
research patterns. This keeps the door open for new approaches and is valuable for maintaining a 
fresh, vibrant discipline. The enthusiasm and diversity of the Leiden conference demonstrated that 
many feel the same way. A follow-up conference for the network is planned to take place at the 
University of Turku, Finland, in 2015. 

Giles Scott-Smith, Roosevelt Study Center / Leiden University 
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Selling America in an Age of Uncertainty: US Public Diplomacy in the 1970s 
 
The image of the United States around the 
world has been badly affected over the past 
decade, with the negative effects of unpopular 
wars in South Asia to the more recent 
revelations of NSA spying on European 
allies. But these kinds of revelations are not 
new. In the 1970s there were also unpopular 
wars in South-East Asia, and revelations 
about CIA 'dirty tricks' around the world. 
 
This event, a collaboration between the 
University of South Carolina, the University 
of Oslo, and the RSC, brought together a 
group of fifteen historians at the Nobel 
Institute in central Oslo to discuss the 
international image of America in the post-

Vietnam, oil crisis-ridden 1970s, and 
what efforts were made to try and deal 
with the negative outcome. Papers were 
circulated beforehand to ensure that all 
participants were up to speed on the 
issues, and a one-on-one speaker-
commentator set-up followed by group 
discussion soon enabled a vibrant and 
engaging atmosphere to develop. 
Topics covered ranged from issues of 
race, gender, and human rights, to new 
threats such as investigations of CIA 
covert action or the rise 

Eurocommunism, to 'alternative' forms of public diplomacy abroad such as the sister cities 
initiative, the Bicenntennial celebrations, and the US Army's annual Volksfest in West Berlin. 
Discussion was greatly aided by the presence of retired USIA official Michael Schneider, who 
worked with the Agency from the 1950s to the 1990s.  
The papers from the conference, which provide a unique take on the 1970s and the changing nature 
of US power internationally, will be developed into a volume. The conference was preceded by a 
public discussion evening at the Fritt Ord Foundation on the topic of Digital Diplomacy, which 
considered the extent to which new digital technologies (including the recent revelations on 
eavesdropping) have altered approaches to diplomatic practice.  

Giles Scott-Smith, Roosevelt Study Center / Leiden University 
 
 
Weapons of Mass Seduction: Rhetoric and Political Discourse in the U.S. 
 
In cooperation with the University of Gent and University College Roosevelt, the Roosevelt Study 
Center organized a four-day conference encompassing American political discourse and rhetoric in 
the widest sense. The first two days of the conference were held in Middelburg and the latter in 
Ghent. The three keynote speakers, Herbert Simons (Temple University), Dietmar Till (University 
of Tubingen), and David Zarefsky (Northwestern University), introduced key themes on persuasion, 
style, and political campaigning. A total of fifty papers were delivered by speakers from twelve 

Giles Scott-Smith delivers the opening talk at the Digital 
Diplomacy evening at the Fritt Ord Foundation, Oslo, 31 
October 2013 

Tom Zeiler, former chair of the Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations, presents the opening paper at the 
Selling America conference 
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different countries across Europe, North America, and the Middle East. Their specialties included 
ancient and modern rhetoric, history, political science, linguistics and communication, allowing for 
contrasts, comparisons, and continuitity between the disciplines. 
 
 
Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2013 
 
Since 1987 the Roosevelt Study Center has presented the yearly Theodore Roosevelt American 
History Awards (TRAHA) to the best theses on American history defended at Dutch universities. 
On April 12 the first prize, a trip to the United States to the birthplaces of Theodore and Franklin 
Roosevelt and the FDR Presidential Library in Hyde Park, New York, was awarded to Lisanne 
Walma, who graduated from Utrecht University. She received the TRAHA for her thesis 'The 
Good, the Bad, and the Forgotten: U.S. Veterans and the Mall Memorial Movement.' Beneath 
follows the report on her 'Roosevelt Trip.' 
 
Roosevelt Trip 2013: Report by Lisanne Walma 
 
Early September 2013 I had the pleasure of traveling to New York as part of the Roosevelt Study 
Center's Theodore Roosevelt American History Award. Together with my friend Kyra Fastenau I 
traveled to the big apple to receive an exclusive four-day tour of sites meaningful to the Roosevelt 
family.  
 
Laurence Pels of the Theodore Roosevelt Association was our host in Manhattan and Oyster Bay, 
where we would learn more about Theodore Roosevelt's life. Our visit started off in the middle of 
Manhattan, at the TR birthplace. Not only did we get to see the rooms where the President was born 
and raised, we also learned about his rise as a politician. We even got to see the shirt he was 
wearing when he was shot on his 1912 campaign tour in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, only to continue to 
give his speech to a shocked audience. 
 
In the afternoon we went to the American 
Museum of Natural History. Here our guide, 
Gilbert, gave us a very entertaining tour of 
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Hall. We got to 
know more about the President's love for nature, 
(both for hunting as well as conservation). 
Particularly impressive were the dioramas 
surrounding the panels, which staged different 
parts of nature important to TRs life. We learned 
how TR took essential steps in conserving parts 
of America by creating the national parks 
system. 
 
The next day we went to Oyster Bay by train. 
Only an hour outside of the crowds of 
Manhattan, the nature and peacefulness of the 
bay was quite a refreshing change. Oyster Bay is 
where TR felt most at home, where he went to 
church with his family, and where he is buried.  
 
Next we went on to Christ Church. Although 
most of the church has been renovated, the 
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original benches of the TR family have remained intact. We sat on the benches of TR's son, right 
behind where TR must have been during each service. The reverend pointed out that TR's rebellious 
son had carved his name into the bench. Just a reminder that boys will be boys, even if they are 
TR's boys. 
We were very lucky to get a hardhat tour of TR's home at Sagamore Hill, which is currently closed 
for renovation. I felt it was a unique opportunity to see how the National Park Service works on 
restoring the home. Although all the furniture was wrapped in plastic or removed, and the lights 
were off, it did not stop our tour guides from telling us about how much TR and his children loved 
the place. 
 
TR's grave lies in a beautiful stretch of nature, next to a bird reservation, established by the 
Roosevelt family. Considering what we had learned about TR's special attachment to nature, 
especially to birds, this seemed like a fitting final resting place. 
 
Our extensive Roosevelt tour continued the next day at Hyde Park with David Woolner of the 
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute. In the next two days we got to explore the history of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor Roosevelt. The Roosevelts all have a special bond 
with nature, because FDR's home is also set in an impressive environment, filled with trees and 
flowers and with a beautiful view on the Hudson River. Also notable is that many of the houses in 
Hyde Park feature Dutch colonial architecture. It was therefore no surprise to us when we found out 
that the President was very proud of his Dutch heritage. 
 
We first saw FDR's home, Springwood. Among other things we went to the study room, from 
where FDR would look outside to see Churchill arrive. This was where the two men would drink at 
their special meetings, prompting ER to say that Churchill had a bad influence on her husband. 
Moreover, upstairs in the closet hung the cape the President wore in some of the famous photos of 
the Yalta meetings. After this we visited the gravesite. Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt are both 
buried in the rose garden right outside of Springwood. Similar to that of TR, they are surrounded by 
nature, this time by roses from all across the world. We spent the rest of the day at the FDR 
museum and library. We could have just as easily spent an entire week. The museum has recently 
been renovated, and features many amazing touch screens and panels to convey the story of FDRs 
life, including the work that went into shielding the fact from the people that he could not walk. It 
showed all the details of his political career, and gave a thorough background of the times the 
country lived through during his four-term presidency. On the ground floor, a special exhibition of 
photographs of FDR painted a more private picture of the President. 
 
The next day we would continue to look more into the private lives of FDR and ER. Top Cottage 
was supposed to be FDR's final residency, and he built it at the highest point of Hyde Park. FDR 
had planned to live here after his presidency was over, but we all know World War II made it 
impossible for him to retire. No doubt he would have been happy at this cottage, build in his 
favorite Dutch colonial style, and with a fantastic view on Hyde Park. 
 
We visited ER's personal home, called Val-Kill. Our tour guide, Frances, was a very special lady, 
who knew ER. Even though the outside of the building features the same Dutch colonial 
architecture as Springwood and Top Cottage (no doubt because FDR designed it), the atmosphere 
inside was very different. The furniture was all made in Hyde Park itself, and, surrounding the 
numerous chairs for ER's guests to sit in, was an overwhelming amount of photographs of people 
whom Frances could all identify for us. ER's home illustrates what a warm person she was, 
someone who cared little for etiquette, but all the more for her visitors themselves.  
 
Over the past four days Kyra and me have heard so much about the Roosevelts that some might 
think that we are now Roosevelt experts. However, one of the things I take away from this 
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wonderful trip is that this family is endlessly versatile: for every one story told there is another 
surprising detail that you did not know about. What made a big impression on me was the beautiful 
scenery both families build their homes in, and the love of the people that told us about their 
history. In addition, I have a lot of respect for the hard work of the National Park Service, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Association and the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute for keeping all 
these sites running and open to the public, and for the Roosevelt Study Center to spread the legacy 
of the Roosevelt's abroad. They all enthusiastically promote the history of these important figures of 
American history. I felt very privileged to be listening to all of their stories, and next time I hear the 
name Roosevelt I will smile and remember the time I got to see the beautiful environments that 
were such pivotal parts of their lives. 

Lisanne Walma 
 
 
Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2014 
 
The ceremony for the TRAHA 2014 will take place on Friday, April 11 2014. MA theses should be 
submitted to the RSC through the American Studies co-ordinator by December 31, 2013. The jury 
consists of Dr. Joanne van der Woude from the University of  Groningen, Dr. George Blaustein 
from the University of Amsterdam and the first prize winner of the TRAHA 2013, Lisanne Walma. 
We encourage students interested in competing for the TRAHA 2014 to contact their thesis 
supervisor and visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information. 
 
 
Aio Seminar  
 
The next meeting of Ph.D. students in American History and American Studies working in the 
Netherlands will be on December 4, 2013, at 10.15 am at the Roosevelt Study Center. Once again 
students will report on the progress of their work and learn from Fulbright-Dow Research Professor 
Larry Griffin about his work on American national identity in comparative perspective. 
 
If you want to join us, please contact the RSC at rsc@zeeland.nl. 
 
 
Roosevelt Study Center Digital Newsletter 
 
For those who would like to receive the newsletter, please use this link to add your email address to 
the Center's list: http://www.roosevelt.nl/subscribe_newsletter. 
 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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FULBRIGHT INFORMATIE  
 
 
Oproep Oud-deelnemers 
 
Het Fulbright Center is op zoek naar de contactgegevens van de oud-deelnemers aan de 
programma's die het sinds 1949 heeft uitgevoerd, zoals het Fulbrightbeurzenprogramma, het 
NACEE/IIE programma en het Direct Teachers Program. Dit in verband met de viering van 
Fulbright@65 in de zomer van 2014. Stuur je volledige naam, adres, e-mail adres, jaar/jaren van 
deelname en eventueel LinkedIn-adres naar backintouch@fulbright.nl. Bij voorbaat dank! 
 
Aanvraag indienen voor een Fulbrightbeurs voor wetenschappers/promovendi: 
De aanvraagronde voor beurzen voor het academische jaar 2014-2015 is open. De aanvragen 
hiervoor dienen te zijn ontvangen niet later dan 1 december 2013. Op de website vindt u de 
handleiding voor het aanvragen van de beurs met de link naar het online aanvraagformulier. 
 
Deadline aanvraag Fulbrightbeurs voor graduate studie: 
De deadline voor het aanvragen van een Fulbrightbeurs voor graduate studie voor het academisch 
jaar 2014-2015 is 30 januari 2014 om 12 uur. U vindt de handleiding en voorwaarden voor een 
Fulbrightbeurs en de handleiding voor het onlineaanvraagformulier op de website.  
 
Neemt u eerst de handleiding en de voorwaarden voor een Fulbrightbeurs door om te bepalen of u 
voor deze beurs in aanmerking komt. Daarna kunt u aan het online aanvraagformulier beginnen. De 
link naar dit formulier vindt u in de handleiding. 
 
 
Fulbright Scholars 2013 / 2014  
 

Dawn M. Skorczewski, 'An International Pedagogy of Collective Memory in 
Post Holocaust Amsterdam.'  
She will be working on this research project while teaching at the Free 
University in Amsterdam. Her specialty is American literature, however, she 
has also performed researche in areas such as pedagogy and psychoanalysis. 
Skorczewski is connected to the Brandeis University in Waltham, MA. She 
will stay in the Netherlands until mid-December 2013. 

 
 
Scott Bennett, 'David McReynolds: American Radical, 
Gandhian Pacifist and Democratic Socialist'.  
Bennett, scholar at the Georgian Court College, will research 
a book-length biography of David McReynolds, a leading 
socialist pacifist proponent of nonviolence in the post 1945 
global peace, justice and socialist movements. At the 
International Institute of Social History, he will be using the 
War Resisters International (WRI) records to research 
McReynolds role in the secular pacifist WRI between 1966 
and 1988, when he was WRI chair and council member. His 
biography will place McReynolds social activism within a 
global context. He will also teach two courses in US history 
at Leiden University and stay in the Netherlands from 
February through May 2014.  
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Michael Elmes, 'Social Entrepreneurship and Food Security from the 
Perspective of Place.'  
In this study he will collaborate with researchers in the communication and 
innovations Study group at Wageningen University to research the role of 
social entrepreneurship for addressing problems with food security in the 
Netherlands and globally. He will use case study, ethnographic and archival 
research methods to identify and understand innovative approaches to food 
security in the context of particular places including the Netherlands, the US 
and in the developing world. In addition he will teach a course on a topic 

related to his expertise: change leadership, organizational studies, or social entrepreneurship. He 
will reside in the Netherlands from March 1 2014 onwards and is associated with the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 
 
Benjamin Radcliff, 'The Roosevelt Legacy and the Study of Human 
Well-Being.'  
Radcliff demonstrates that one of the most vital legacies of FDR -that an 
active government that intervenes judicially in the market for the sake of 
human security and well-being- is vindicated. Indeed, the single most 
powerful individual-, state-, or national-level determinant of the degree 
to which a person positively evaluates the quality of their life is the 
extent to which they are protected by a generous social safety net. He 
will do this on the basis of, among others, the World Database of 
Happiness. Radcliff is associated with the University of Notre Dame and 
will be at the Roosevelt Study Center from March 1 to June 31 2014. 
 
 
Interview with Larry Griffin, Fulbright RSC Distinguished Research Chair 
2013 
 
Dr. Larry J. Griffin is CLASS Research professor and Director of American Studies at Georgia 
Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia. He is currently visiting the Roosevelt Study Center to 
work on his research. 
  
Q: What are your current research interests? 
A: My current research focuses on American national 
identity in comparative perspective. I compare former 
British colonies, the United States, Canada, Australia and 
South Africa, to European nations. One of the central 
questions within this research is who are 'we' and who do 
'we' permit to become part of 'us.' Additionally, it is 
interesting to study the moral issues behind these questions. 
For example: who decides on these issues and why do we 
allow them to? What do we do with this? I try to find 
answers to these public policy and public morality questions 
of inclusiveness on the basis of descriptive criteria such as 
religion, ancestry and speaking the language of a certain 
country. Numbers on these criteria can be found in the 
European Values Survey, World values Survey, 
International Survey Program and the 21st Century 
American Survey, that I will include and analyze in my research. 
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Q: How does this relate to previous research? 
A: I am very much interested in studying notions of equality, inclusion and acceptance. In the past I 
have done this in various fields such as class, gender and ethnicity. Therefore, the field of 
inclusion/exclusion in relation to identity is certainly familiar territory for me. A concrete example 
of the importance of understanding these notions of inclusion/exclusion, is the position of US 
president Barack Obama. There is a large group of Americans that still believe he is Muslim, or see 
him as an African-American rather than an American. This is also visible in the increasing 
partisanship between the Democrats and the Republicans. In recent US history, there was no 
president that faced more opposition in being able to efficiently govern the country than Obama. I 
believe this is at least partly due to his perceived identity. 
 
Q: Why did you specifically choose to come to the Netherlands? 
A: A couple of years ago I attributed to a conference at the Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg. 
There I met some interesting people who I kept in touch with over the years. Moreover, I noticed 
that there is a deep commitment to studying American Studies here in the Netherlands. During my 
time here, I am also planning to travel to Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg and, if I have sufficient 
time, Denmark to perform research.  

Anita Schmale 
 

CONFERENTIES & SEMINARS  
 
iHSSR Conference 
 
Citizen of the World: The Use and Abuse of Thomas Paine c.1809-2009 
Manchester, United Kingdom, November 29-30, 2013 
 

The bicentennial of the death of Thomas Paine in 2009 
saw new attention directed towards Paine's life and 
times, but his legacy has still not received the attention 
it deserves. Vilified by Theodore Roosevelt as a 'filthy 
little atheist', yet adopted by Ronald Reagan in his 

campaign to make America 'great again', Paine's life and legacy have been both celebrated and 
dismissed by generations of politicians and presidents. An Englishman by birth, a Frenchman by 
decree and a citizen of the world, Paine has also been invoked, discussed and appropriated by many 
others, in many walks of life, across the world. This conference examines the afterlife of Paine and 
the ways in which he has been used and abused in the two hundred years since his death. The 
conference, which is international and interdisciplinary in approach, looks set to be an enjoyable, 
engaging and rewarding occasion. We have a fascinating mix of papers, from those considering the 
use of Paine's ideas in various different countries and contexts (both during his life and after), to 
those examining the appropriation of Paine by those on the Right and Left, to papers exploring 
Paine commemorations and memorials. 
  
We are pleased to announce that there will be a keynote address from Professor Harvey Kaye of the 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. Professor Kaye is the author of Thomas Paine and the Promise 
of America (2005). We are currently preparing the conference program, which will appear here 
when finalized. The conference will be hosted by MMU at the People's History Museum on 
November 29-30 2013. The People's History Museum is located in central Manchester at Left Bank, 
Manchester. Accommodation should be arranged individually by delegates. We suggest looking at 
the Visit Manchester website for a guide to the hotels available in central Manchester: 
http://www.visitmanchester.com/ 
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HCA Spring Academy 2014 
 
 
Heidelberg Center for American Studies 
11th Annual Spring Academy Conference 
Heidelberg, Germany, March 24-28, 2014  
 
Call for Papers 
 
The eleventh HCA Spring Academy on American History, Culture, and Politics will be held from 
March 24-28, 2014. The Heidelberg Center for American Studies (HCA) invites applications for 
this annual one-week conference that provides twenty international Ph.D. students with the 
opportunity to present and discuss their Ph.D. projects. 
 
The HCA Spring Academy will also offer participants the chance to work closely with experts in 
their respective fields of study. For this purpose, workshops held by visiting scholars will take place 
during this week. 
 
We encourage applications that range broadly across the arts, humanities, and social sciences and 
pursue an interdisciplinary approach. Papers can be presented on any subject relating to the study of 
the United States of America. Possible topics include American identity, transatlantic relations, US 
foreign policy, gender, literature, issues of ethnicity, as well as various aspects of American history, 
religion, and culture. 
 
Participants are requested to prepare a 20-minute presentation of their research project, which will 
be followed by a 40-minute discussion. Proposals should include a preliminary title and run to no 
more than 300 words. These will be arranged into ten panel groups. 
 
In addition to cross-disciplinary and international discussions during the panel sessions, the Spring 
Academy aims at creating a pleasant collegial atmosphere for further scholarly exchange and 
contact. 
 
Accommodation will be provided by the Heidelberg Center for American Studies. 
 
Thanks to the Herbert A. Jung Travel Fund, the Spring Academy is able to subsidize travel 
expenses for participants registered and residing in developing and soft-currency countries. 
Scholarship applicants will need to document the necessity for financial aid and explain how they 
plan to cover any potentially remaining expenses. In addition, a letter of recommendation from their 
doctoral advisor is required. 
 
Deadline for applications:    December 15, 2013 

Selections will be made by:    January 15, 2014 

Online application system:    www.hca-springacademy.de 

More information:     www.hca.uni-heidelberg.de 

For further questions:     springacademy@hca.uni-heidelberg.de 

 

mailto:springacademy@hca.uni-heidelberg.de
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BACS Conference 
 
Warrior or Peacemaker? The Battle over Canada's Identity, 1914-2014 
London, United Kingdom, April 24-26, 2014 
 
Address: April 24 2014, Canada House, London 
Opening Keynote: General John de Chastelain 
 
Call for Papers 
 
2014 marks the 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War, a conflict in which several 
hundred thousand Canadians participated and 60,000 lost their lives.  Governments around the 
world, including Canada's, will be actively looking to commemorate key battles and other moments 
of the war.  In the Canadian case, these efforts follow after an extensive campaign by the 
government of Stephen Harper to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the War of 1812. 
 
Controversy, criticism and contestation have abounded over not just the specific commemoration of 
the War of 1812, but around the place of war and the military within dominant definitions of 
Canadian identity. Emphasizing Canada's military heritage and involvement in past conflicts 
directly challenges a strong element within a version of the Canadian identity that has emerged 
since the 1950s. In this identity, Canada is viewed as a 'peacekeeping nation' involved in ending 
conflicts and ensuring peace, not participating in conflicts. Are these identities fundamentally in 
conflict with each other or is there room for both to coexist? And do internal conflicts such as the 
October Crisis or the Oka Crisis fit within either dominant definition? 
 
The British Association for Canadian Studies for its 39th annual conference in London invites 
papers with direct relevance to the conference theme or the wider field of Canadian studies. 
Potential topics could include the politics around commemoration and identity, the history of 
commemoration in Canada, the relationship between Canadian identity and Canada's foreign policy, 
gender and constructs of national identity, differences in perceptions of national identity between 
Quebec and English-speaking Canada or First Nations and non-indigenous Canadians, the impact of 
multiculturalism on definitions of Canadian identity, literature and cultural depictions  of war, 
peace, and identity, spatial depictions of conflict and identity, and comparisons of Canada with 
other nations in terms of how conflicts are commemorated. 
 
The conference will take place over three days beginning with an opening evening reception and 
keynote address. The second and final days will feature additional keynotes and panels related to 
the conference themes or to the wider field of Canadian studies. 
 
The deadline for paper or panel proposals is December 31, 2013. 
 
Enquiries and proposals to Jodie Robson: jodie@canadian-studies.org 
Conference website: https://sites.google.com/a/canadian-studies.org/bacs-2014/ 
BACS Website: www.canadian-studies.net 
 
 

Canda House, London 
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SHAFR Conference 
 
2014 Conference of the Society for Historians of American Foreign 
Relations 
Lexington, Kentucky, June 19-21, 2014  
 
Call for Papers 
The Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations (SHAFR) invites proposals for panels 
and individual papers at its Annual Conference, to be held June 19-21, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency 
Lexington in Lexington, Kentucky. Proposals must be submitted via the online interface by 
December 1, 2013 in order to be considered. 
 
SHAFR is dedicated to the scholarly study of the history of the United States in the world. This 
includes diplomacy, statecraft, and strategy, but it also includes other approaches pertaining to 
America's relations with the wider world, including but not limited to global governance, 
transnational movements, religion, human rights, race, gender, trade and economics, immigration, 
borderlands, the environment, and empire. SHAFR welcomes those who study any time period of 
American foreign relations, from the colonial era to the present. 
 
The 2014 meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, will feature a plenary session on Thursday evening, 
titled 'The Fall of the Wall: A 25th Anniversary Reassessment,' featuring Jeffrey Engel (Southern 
Methodist University), Melvyn Leffler (University of Virginia), Mary Sarotte (University of 
Southern California), Tom Zeiler (University of Colorado), and Philip D. Zelikow (University of 
Virginia). 
 
The keynote address at the Saturday luncheon will be delivered by Rajiv Chandrasekaran, National 
Editor of The Washington Post and author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City: Inside Iraq's Green 
Zone and Little America: The War within the War for Afghanistan. 
 
SHAFR is committed to holding as inclusive and diverse a conference as possible, and we 
encourage proposals from international scholars, women and minorities, and scholars from other 
disciplines, such as political science, anthropology, or American studies, or other subfields of 
history. 
 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to apply as part of a panel rather than as an individual. A 
complete panel usually involves either three papers plus chair and commentator (with the possibility 
of one person fulfilling the latter two roles) or a roundtable discussion with a chair and three to five 
participants. The Committee is open to alternative formats, which should be described briefly in the 
proposal. Each participant can only serve once in each capacity. For example, you can only serve 
once as a chair, once as a commentator, and once as a panelist. Since proposals for complete panels 
with a coherent theme will be favored over individual paper proposals, those seeking to create or fill 
out a panel should consult the 'panelists seeking panelists' link on the SHAFR 2014 Annual Meeting 
web page or tweet #SHAFR2014. 
 
Graduate students, international scholars, and those participants who expand the diversity of 
SHAFR are eligible to apply for fellowships to subsidize the cost of attending the conference. 
Please visit the Conference Online Application Gateway for details and the online application form. 
The application deadline for these fellowships is December 1, 2013. 
 
All proposals and funding applications should be submitted via the Conference Online Application 
Gateway at http://www.shafr.org/2014Conference. Applicants requiring alternative means to submit 
the proposal should contact the program co-chairs via email at program-chair@shafr.org. 

mailto:program-chair@shafr.org
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To help better prepare our graduate student membership for the job market, SHAFR will host a 
hands-on job search workshop during the 2014 conference. Students will have the opportunity to 
receive individualized feedback on their cover letters and CVs. Anyone submitting a paper or panel 
proposal for the conference will have the opportunity to indicate their interest in the Job Workshop 
by checking a box on the online submission form. However, you do not have to be a panelist to 
participate in the Workshop. The Job Workshop is open to all current graduate students and newly 
minted Ph.D.s. Priority will be given to firsttime participants. 
 
For more details about the conference hotel, the panelists seeking panelists forum, travel funding 
opportunities, and the Job Workshop, please visit the conference website at 
http://www.shafr.org/conferences/annual/2014-annualmeeting/. 
 
 
Transatlantic Studies Association Conference  
 
2014 annual conference 
Gent, Belgium, July 7-10, 2014 
 
Call for Papers 
 
Plenary Speakers:  

Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman 
Professor George Castle 
 
In 1814 the Treaty of Ghent was signed, bringing to an end the War of 1812 between Britain and 
the United States. 1914 saw the outbreak of four years of devastation with World War I. To 
celebrate two hundred years of peace and alliance between Britain and the United States and the 
role of Europe in bringing it about, and to mark the remembrance of the First World War, the TSA 
will hold its first annual conference outside the British Isles in the city of Ghent, Belgium.The 
Association’s membership has always incorporated both North America and Europe, but it is the 
intention with this conference to welcome the input and participation of new members from across 
these regions.  
 
Anglo-American relations were central to transatlantic affairs through the 20th century, but other 
nations -Canada, Germany, Italy, France, the Scandinavian countries, Turkey, the Iberian countries- 
have played equally important roles over time. Any consideration of the contemporary transatlantic 
region must now also include the rising powers of Latin America, and the increasing interactions 
between them, North America, and Europe, be they culturally, politically, economically, or 
virtually.  
 
Panel proposals and individual papers that fit within the following themes are welcome: 
 

1. Literature and Culture 
2. Economics 
3. International History, Security Studies and IR  
4. Planning, Regeneration and the Environment  
5. Migration and Diaspora in the Atlantic World  
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Please send a 300 word abstract and brief CV to g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl 
Deadline for panel and paper proposals: 1 March 2014 
 
For further information and the gateway for registration for the conference visit 
www.transatlanticstudies.com 
 
Scottish Charity Regulator: TSA Charity Number SC039378 
 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL 
 
Graz International Summer School Seggau 2014 
Graz, Austria, June 29-July 12, 2014 
 

 

Topic: 'Transformation and Change: Europe and Beyond' 
 
The Graz International Summer School Seggau is designed for internationally oriented, highly 
motivated students from all disciplines, who wish to deepen their understanding of current 
European and international affairs by studying and discussing global developments and challenges 
within the context of transformation processes and demographic change reflecting aspects of 
individual, social, political, religious, cultural, literary, regional, economic, cohort and national 
identities. 
 
Five reasons to apply: 

- 2-week summer university with a campus atmosphere at Seggau Castle 
- 6 ECTS credits (for participation and seminar paper) 
- Lectures, panel discussions and 6 parallel seminar modules (small groups) 
- Discussions and networking opportunities with international lecturers and guests 
- All-inclusive-package (tuition, meals, accommodation, extra-curricular program and field 

trips) 
 

Application Deadline: February 28, 2014 
 

http://static.uni-graz.at/typo3temp/pics/bibwww_gusegg_slideshow001_dc76a7e3c4.jpg�
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NIEUWE PUBLICATIES  
 
 

Cornelis A. van Minnen and Manfred Berg, eds. The U.S. South 
and Europe: Transatlantic Relations in the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
2013. 
 
The US South is a distinctive political and cultural force, not only 
in the eyes of Americans but also in the estimation of many 
Europeans. This volume, based on a conference at the Roosevelt 
Study Center in 2011 and offering contributions from leading 
scholars based in the US and Europe, explores the South from an 
international perspective and offers a new context from which to 
consider the region's history.  
 
The contributors discuss a variety of subjects, including 
European colonization, travel accounts of southerners visiting 
Europe, and the experiences of German immigrants who settled 
in the South. The collection also examines slavery, foreign 
recognition of the Confederacy as a sovereign government, the 

lynching of African Americans and Italian immigrants, and transatlantic religious fundamentalism. 
Finally, it addresses international perceptions of the Jim Crow South and the civil rights movement 
as a framework for understanding race relations in the United Kingdom after World War II. 
 
 
Michael Foley. Front Porch Politics: The Forgotten Heyday of American Activism in the 1970s and 
1980s. New York: Hill & Wang/FSG, 2013.  
 
This book offers an on-the-ground history of ordinary Americans who took to the streets when 
political issues became personal. The 1960s are widely seen as the high tide of political activism in 
the United States. According to this view, Americans retreated to the private realm after the tumult 
of the civil rights and antiwar movements, and on the rare occasions when they did take action, it 
was mainly to express their wish to be left alone by government - as recommended by Ronald 
Reagan and the ascendant New Right. 
 
In fact, as Michael Stewart Foley shows in Front Porch Politics, this 
understanding of post-1960s politics needs drastic revision. On the 
community level, the 1970s and 1980s witnessed an unprecedented 
upsurge of innovative and impassioned political activity. In Southern 
California and on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, tenants 
challenged landlords with sit-ins and referenda; in the upper Midwest, 
farmers vandalized power lines and mobilized tractors to protect their 
land; and in the deindustrializing cities of the Rust Belt, laid-off 
workers boldly claimed the right to own their idled factories. 
Meanwhile, activists fought to defend the traditional family or to 
expand the rights of women, while entire towns organized to protest 
the toxic sludge in their basements. Recalling Love Canal, the tax 
revolt in California, ACT UP, and other crusades famous or forgotten, 
Foley shows how Americans were propelled by personal experiences 
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and emotions into the public sphere. Disregarding conventional ideas of left and right, they turned 
to political action when they perceived, from their actual or figurative front porches, an immediate 
threat to their families, homes, or dreams. 
 
Front Porch Politics is a vivid and authoritative people's history of a time when Americans 
followed their outrage into the streets. Addressing today's readers, it is also a field guide for 
effective activism in an era when mass movements may seem impractical or even passé. The 
distinctively visceral, local, and highly personal politics that Americans practiced in the 1970s and 
1980s provide a model of citizenship worth emulating if we are to renew our democracy. 
 
 

Mark L. Thompson. The Contest for the Delaware Valley: Allegiance, 
Identity, and Empire in the Seventeenth Century. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 2013. 

In this first major examination of the diverse European efforts to colonize 
the Delaware Valley, Mark L. Thompson offers a new interpretation of 
ethnic and national identities in colonial America. For most of the 
seventeenth century, the lower Delaware Valley remained a marginal area 
under no state's complete control. English, Dutch, and Swedish sources all 
staked claims to the territory, but none could exclude their rivals for long—
in part because Native Americans in the region encouraged the 
competition. Officials and settlers alike struggled to determine which 
European nation would possess the territory and what liberties settlers 

would keep after their own colonies had surrendered. The resulting struggle for power resonated on 
both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. While the rivalry promoted patriots who trumpeted loyalties to 
their sovereigns and nations, it also rewarded cosmopolitans who struck deals across imperial, 
colonial, and ethnic boundaries. Just as often it produced men—such as Henry Hudson, Willem 
Usselincx, Peter Minuit, and William Penn—who did both. Ultimately, The Contest for the 
Delaware Valley shows how colonists, officials, and Native Americans acted and reacted in 
inventive, surprising ways. Thompson demonstrates that even as colonial spokesmen debated 
claims and asserted fixed national identities, their allegiances—along with the settlers'—often 
shifted and changed. Yet colonial competition imposed limits on this fluidity, forcing officials and 
settlers to choose a side. Offering their allegiances in return for security and freedom, colonial 
subjects turned loyalty into liberty. Their stories reveal what it meant to belong to a nation in the 
early modern Atlantic world. 

Wil Verhoeven. Americomania and the French Revolution Debate in 
Britain, 1789-1802. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013. 
 
This book explores the evolution of British identity and participatory 
politics in the 1790s. Wil Verhoeven makes the strong and original 
argument that the idea of 'America' played a central, neglected role in 
Britain's debate on the French Revolution in the 1790s. Despite the 
loss of the colonies in the American Revolution, America continued to 
loom large in the British national imaginary, and in the course of the 
French Revolution debate in Britain, the idea of 'America' came to 
represent for the British people the choice between two diametrically 
opposed models of social justice and political participation. Yet the 
American Revolution controversy in the 1790s was by no means an 
isolated phenomenon. The controversy began with the American crisis 
debate of the 1760s and 1770s, which overlapped with a wider 
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Enlightenment debate about transatlantic utopianism. All of these debates were based in the 
material world on the availability of vast quantities of cheap American land. Offering new analyses 
of the new world degeneracy thesis of Buffon et al.; the 'progressive agrarianism' of Crevecoeur, 
Jefferson, and Imlay; as well as the Jacobin and the anti-Jacobin novel, Verhoeven investigates the 
relation that existed throughout the eighteenth century between American soil and the discourse of 
transatlantic utopianism: between America as a physical, geographical space, and 'America' as a 
utopian/dystopian idea-image. 
 
 
PROMOTIES 
 
Laura Visser-Maessen 
Laura Visser-Maessen, A Lot of Leaders? Robert Parris Moses, SNCC, and Leadership in the 
Production of Social Change during the American Civil Rights Movement, 1960-1965 (Ph.D thesis 
University Leiden, 2013), 340 pp. 
 
Op 10 oktober 2013 promoveerde Laura Visser-Maessen aan de 
Universiteit Leiden op een proefschrift over Robert Parris Moses 
en zijn leiderschapsrol in de Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee, kortweg SNCC genoemd. Deze helder gestructureerde 
en goed geschreven dissertatie is gebaseerd op een uitgebreid 
bronnen- en literatuuronderzoek over de Civil Rights Movement en 
de auteur biedt de lezer niet alleen veel nieuwe en wetenswaardige 
informatie over de rol van Moses binnen SNCC, maar maakt ook 
duidelijk dat er veel rivaliteit bestond tussen de gevestigde, meer 
de middenklassen vertegenwoordigende organisaties als de 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) en Martin Luther King's Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), en de meer grassroots organisatie die SNCC 
wilde zijn. Ook mengt de auteur zich in het historiografisch debat 
over de Civil Rights Movement waarbij een onderscheid gemaakt 
kan worden tussen een klassieke school die een 'top-down' visie op 
het leiderschap onderschrijft en de periode 1954-1965 als cruciaal voor de beweging hanteert en een 
meer recente, revisionistische school die juist gewicht legt op een meer 'bottom-up' en 'local people' 
benadering en uitgaat van het begrip 'Long Civil Rights Movement' die volgens de aanhangers van 
deze school al in de jaren 1930 begint en ver tot na 1965 doorloopt. Laura Visser-Maessen pleit in 
haar proefschrift sterk voor een middenweg benadering tussen deze twee stromingen en laat aan de 
hand van haar hoofdpersoon Robert Moses en zijn activiteiten voor SNCC overtuigend zien dat een 
dergelijke middenweg positie aannemelijk is. 

Kees van Minnen, Roosevelt Study Center 
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Stijn Bollinger 
Stijn Bollinger, A Dynamic Courtship. The Salvation Army and the Welfare State in the Netherlands 
(1887-1990) (Ph.D thesis VU University Amsterdam; Delft: Eburon, 2013), 327 pp. 
 
Stijn Bollinger promoveerde op 17 oktober jl. op dit proefschrift aan 
de Vrije Universiteit te Amsterdam. Hij is historicus, opgeleid als 
Amerikanist, en verbonden aan de Hogeschool Utrecht waar hij in 
2008 een voucher verkreeg voor promotiestudie. In de 
aanvankelijke opzet van de studie liet zich nog de Amerikanist 
herkennen. Bollinger was afgestudeerd aan de Universiteit Utrecht 
op civil religion en de Moral Majority. Zijn belangstelling voor de 
Amerikaanse interesse in het in Nederland vorm gegeven 
neocalvinisme lag op hetzelfde terrein. Maar welke invloed had deze beweging in Nederland zelf 
geoefend? Via een onderzoek naar het ontstaan van de Wet Maatschappelijke Ondersteuning stuitte 

hij op het Leger des Heils en besloot zich te focussen op de rol 
van deze organisatie in de Nederlandse samenleving, met name 
haar interactie met de overheid. Dankzij de volle medewerking 
van het Leger was Bollinger in staat op basis van 
archiefmateriaal en literatuuronderzoek een beeld te schetsen 
van wijze waarop de Nederlandse overheid en het Leger des 
Heils op elkaar waren aangewezen. Het Leger groeide uit tot een 
zorginstelling waaraan de overheid niet voorbij kon gaan en de 
overheid was voor het Leger een onmisbare financier (90 %) 
van haar activiteiten. Bollinger analyseerde de spanningen die 
hiervan het gevolg waren binnen het Leger, dat zowel een kerk 
als een zorgorganisatie was. De spanning tussen het religieuze 
en het sociale kon in 1990 deels worden opgelost door kerk en 
sociale zorgorganisatie juridisch van elkaar te ontkoppelen. 
Maar Bollinger laat in zijn zeer goed beoordeelde proefschrift 
zien dat in Nederland, waar het Leger op publiek respect kan 
rekenen doch waar de christelijke civil religion verdampte, de 
relatie tussen een zich neutraal opstellende overheid en een 

religieus gefundeerde zorgorganisatie balanceerkunst en overtuigingskracht vereiste.  
George Harinck, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.   

 
 
BEURZEN  
 
 
Terra Foundation for American Art Research Travel Grant 
 
The Terra Foundation offers Research Travel Grants to enable scholars outside the United States to 
consult resources that are only available within the United States. These grants provide support for 
research on topics concerning American art and visual culture prior to 1980. Six to twelve grants 
are awarded annually: up to $6,000 per grant for doctoral students and up to $9,000 per grant for 
postdoctoral and senior scholars. Some grant funding is reserved for scholars from Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America.  
 
Grant funding is available for short-term travel that gives scholars: 
■An opportunity to discover new source material; 
■Experience works of art first-hand in museums and private collections; 
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■Make contact with artists, curators, and art dealers; 
■Consult local archives and library collections; 
■Establish professional networks for future research. 
Funds can be used for related transportation, lodging, meals, and research fees and expenses. 
 
Essay Prize 
The Terra Foundation for American Art International Essay Prize recognizes excellent scholarship 
by a non-US scholar in the field of historical American art. Manuscripts should advance 
understanding of American art, demonstrating new findings and original perspectives. The prize-
winning essay will be translated and published in American Art, the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum's scholarly journal. The winner will receive a $1,000 cash award and a $3,000 travel 
stipend to give a presentation in Washington, D.C., and meet with museum staff and fellows. This 
prize is supported by funding from the Terra Foundation for American Art. 
  
The aim of the award is to stimulate and actively support non-US scholars working on American art 
topics, foster the international exchange of new ideas, and create a broad, culturally comparative 
dialogue on American art. Ph.D. candidates and above (or equivalent) are eligible to participate in 
the competition. Essays may focus on any aspect of historical American art and visual culture (pre-
1980); however, architecture and film studies are not eligible. Preference will be given to studies 
that address American art within a cross-cultural context and offer new ways of thinking about the 
material. A strong emphasis on visual analysis is encouraged. Manuscripts previously published in a 
foreign language are eligible if released within the last two years (please state the date and venue of 
the previous publication). Essays that have been published in English will not be considered. 
Authors are invited to submit their own work for consideration. We also urge scholars who know of 
eligible articles written by others to inform those authors of the prize. 
 
Publication Grants 
Through our publication grants, the Terra Foundation for American Art provides support for 
publication projects on historical American art (circa 1500 to 1980) that make a significant 
contribution to scholarship and have an international dimension. 'International dimensions' vary by 
project, but include translations of important texts on American art; publications that are written by 
non-US scholars or that have a significant number of non-US contributors; and publications with a 
focused thesis exploring American art in an international context. The grants are designed to 
advance and internationalize scholarship on American art and provide individuals outside the 
United States with greater access to resources in the field. Applications will be judged 
competitively on an annual basis. 
 
Fellowships in American Art at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 2014-2015 
Terra Foundation Fellowships in American Art at the Smithsonian American Art Museum seek to 
foster a cross-cultural dialogue about the history of art of the United States up to 1980. They 
support work by scholars from abroad who are researching American art or by US scholars who are 
investigating international contexts for American art. Fellowships are residential and support full-
time independent and dissertation research.  
 
Terra Summer Residency 
Terra Foundation for American Art Europe 
Giverny, France 
June 16-August 10, 2014 
 
Each summer, the Terra Foundation for American Art offers ten residential fellowships for 
emerging artists and predoctoral scholars in a setting rich in art historical significance. Since 2001, 
the Terra Summer Residency has provided fellows with the opportunity to pursue individual work 
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and research within a framework of interdisciplinary exchange and cross-cultural dialogue. In 
addition to working collaboratively, fellows interact regularly with invited senior advisors and guest 
lecturers—established international artists, curators, and professors in the field of American art. The 
program supports the creative and research projects of the residents, inspiring them to reflect on 
cultural interpretive models and encouraging them to create an intellectual network for lifelong 
exchange. 
 
Academic Program Grants 
The Terra Foundation for American Art actively supports projects that encourage international 
scholarship on American art topics, as well as scholarly projects with focused theses that explore 
American art in an international context. 
  
Academic funding is available for symposia, colloquia, and scholarly convenings on American art 
(pre-1980) that take place: In Chicago or outside the United States, or in the United States that 
examine American art within an international context and/or include a significant number of 
international participants. 
 
The deadline for all academic award, fellowship, and grant applications is January 15, 2014 unless 
otherwise indicated. For more information, please visit www.terraamericanart.org. 
 
 
 
 
Smithsonian Fellowship 
 
The Smithsonian American Art Museum and its Renwick Gallery invite applications for research 
fellowships in art and visual culture of the United States. A variety of predoctoral, postdoctoral, and 
senior fellowships are available. Fellowships are residential and support independent and 
dissertation research.  
 
The Museum's collection spans the nation's artistic heritage, representing outstanding visual 
accomplishments from the seventeenth century to the present day. This unparalleled collection 
includes special strengths in nineteenth- and twentieth-century marble and bronze sculpture, 
nineteenth-century landscape painting, Gilded Age and American impressionist paintings, 
twentieth-century realism, photography and graphic art, folk art, Latino art, African American art, 
and film and media arts. Artists represented in depth include George Catlin, William H. Johnson, 
Sean Scully, Lee Friedlander, Christo, Nam June Paik, and William T. Wiley, among others.  
 
Each scholar is provided a carrel in the Fellowship Office, located across the street from the 
Museum. Available research resources there include a 180,000-volume library that specializes in 
American art, history, and biography; the Archives of American Art; the graphics collections of 
American Art and the Portrait Gallery; the Joseph Cornell Study Center and the Nam June Paik 
Archive; as well as a variety of image collections and research databases. Conveniently located in 
downtown Washington, D.C., the Museum and Fellowship Office are a short walk from other 
Smithsonian museums and libraries, the Library of Congress, the National Archives, and the 
National Gallery of Art. During their stay at the Smithsonian American Art Museum, scholars will 
be part of one of the nation's oldest and most distinguished fellowship programs in American art 
and will have the opportunity to attend a wide variety of lectures, symposiums, and professional 
workshops. Short research trips are also possible. 
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The stipend for a one-year fellowship is $30,000 for predoctoral fellows or $45,000 for senior and 
postdoctoral fellows, plus generous research and travel allowances. The standard term of residency 
is twelve months, but terms as short as three months will be considered; stipends are prorated for 
periods of less than twelve months. Deadline: January 15, 2014. Contact: Amelia Goerlitz, 
Fellowship and Academic Programs Coordinator, American Art Museum, +1 202 633 8353, 
AmericanArtFellowships@si.edu.  
 
For more information and a link to the online application for the Smithsonian Institution Fellowship 
Program, please visit our website at www.AmericanArt.si.edu/fellowships. Applicants should 
propose a primary advisor from the Smithsonian American Art Museum to be eligible for a 
fellowship at this unit.  
 
 
 
 
RSC Research Grant  
 
European scholars at all stages in their careers (advanced students preparing for a master's or 
doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a publication) are invited to apply for a RSC Research 
Grant. The grant consists of a per diem of €45 (covering bed and breakfast in a low-budget hotel), 
payment of travel expenses. The minimum research period at the Roosevelt Study Center is one 
week. The maximum grant is €550.  
 
All applications for a RSC research grant involving research work leading to a master's or doctoral 
degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt Study Center can 
only offer a limited number of grants and will divide them between applicants from different 
European countries. Applications for a Roosevelt Study Center research grant should be submitted 
at least two months before the desired period of research. 
 
Visit the RSC website www.roosevelt.nl for more information, further guidelines, as well as a grant 
application form.  
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LEZINGEN, TENTOONSTELLINGEN  
 
Woody Guthrie Lecture and CD Presentation 
Middelburg 
November 20, 2013 
 

On November 20, 2013 the RSC will pay a tribute to legendary 
American singer-songwriter and folk musician Woody Guthrie 
(1912-1967). Many of Woody Guthrie's songs are about his 
experiences during the Great Depression of the 1930s and World 
War II. As a balladeer of the Roosevelt Era he influenced many 
later musicians, from Bob Dylan to Bruce Springsteen. The 
tribute to Woody Guthrie starts with a lecture by Will Kaufman, 
Professor of American literature and culture at the University of 
Central Lancashire, England, and author of Woody Guthrie: 
American Radical (2011). This is followed by the presentation of 
Champagne Charlie's new CD America Through the Eyes of 
Woody: The Crooked Corner Sessions which marks the 25th 

anniversary of the talented Zeeland blues and roots band Champagne Charlie. For more 
information, please visit: www.roosevelt.nl. 
 
 
NATO 
Brussel 
November 22, 2013 
 
On November 22, 2013, various representatives of the International Staff and members of the 
various delegations of member states and partner countries will hold a lecture on current affairs at 
NATO. The lecture is targeted at University lecturers and researchers. In cooperation with NATO's 
Public Dimplomacy Division. For more information, please visit: www.atlcom.nl. 
 
 
Crossing Border Festival 
The Hague, Enschede, Antwerp 
November 14-17, 2013 
Crossing Border is the festival where literature and music take central stage. Writers, poets, 
musicians, filmmakers and artists will reign in The Hague, Enschede and Antwerp. Since Crossing 
Border's inception it has sought to find a unique combination of literature with music and spoken 
word. Besides courting the biggest names from the international worlds of literature and music, we 
pay a lot of attention to (as yet) undiscovered artists. Crossing Border's goal is to highlight new  
developments in literature and music and their interconnection with other arts. The festival has 
evolved into one of the foremost international, interdisciplinary literature and music festivals in 
Europe with performances occurring simultaneously on several indoor stages. This year, the festival 
holds many American contributions. For more information, please visit www.crossingborder.nl. 
 
 
NASA - A Human Adventure 
Jaarbeurs, Utrecht. 
June 2013-January 2014 
 

http://www.crossingborder.nl/
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Large educational traveling exhibition. Get ready to learn about one of the greatest adventures  
mankind has ever embarked upon. This is the largest exhibition of its kind to travel to Europe. In 
this historic exhibit, John Nurminen Events and its partners are offering you the opportunity to walk 
among the stars - and get an up-close view of those who made it happen. From early rocket 
prototypes to actual space hardware, 'NASA: A Human Adventure' brings you face-to-face with the 
people, technology and engineering that have captured our imaginations for over 50 years. For more 
information, please visit www.ahumanadventure.com. 
 
 
Lee Friedlander  
FOAM, Amsterdam 
September 13-December 11, 2013 
Foam proudly presents a solo exhibition by the American photographer Lee Friedlander (1934, US).  
This exhibition features the seriesAmerica by Car and The New Cars 1964. The automobile has 
come to symbolize the American dream and the associated urge for freedom. It is therefore no 
surprise that cars play a central role in both series, now receiving their first showing in the 
Netherlands. For more information, please visit www.foam.org. 
 
 
Reviews 
 
Inevitability and Choice in Indochina 
 
Fredrik Logevall, Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America's Vietnam 
 
It is not always necessary to uncover hidden treasures in the archives or dramatically revise the 
accepted wisdom in the historiography to write an excellent and relevant historical work. Fredrick 
Logevall's Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America's Vietnam (2012, 
New York: Random House) proves this point by creating a compelling and elegant narrative on 
how the French fought their war in Vietnam while the Americans hesitantly and unwittingly 
prepared for theirs. As Logevall makes clear at the onset, the goal of his book is not to reveal 
unknown facts, but 'to help a new generation of readers relive this extraordinary story.' And even 
though that story is largely a familiar one, Logevall's skillful 
re-telling allows us to better understand under-appreciated 
elements of the global Cold War and Vietnam's tragic history 
in it.  
Embers of War, which won the Pulitzer Prize amongst many 
other awards, is in important ways a traditional history of the 
Vietnam War, touching upon the central questions that have 
occupied American historians for decades. While describing 
in colorful detail key-facets of the transitional period between 
French and American involvement in Vietnam like the fall of 
Dien Bien Phu, the creation of the Geneva Accords and the 
role of the increasing amount of American advisors in 
Southeast Asia, Logevall frequently returns to the traditional 
questions of Vietnam War historiography that are defined 
almost just as much by historical interest as by morality, 
identity, and hope for a counterfactual outcome: why did 'we' 
go to Vietnam? Why did 'we' miss the lessons that the French 
experience could have taught us? What were the lost chances 
for peace that could have prevented this tragedy?  
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However, while following these traditional lines, Embers of War is also an important addition to 
recent Cold War historiography. By shifting the perspective towards a period that often receives 
only obligatory attention in the first chapter of Vietnam War-histories, Logevall offers us a grand 
view on the wars in Vietnam that nicely integrates the Cold War- and decolonization paradigms. He 
combines multi-archival and multi-national sources that, in the hands of this skillful narrator, 
demonstrate clearer than ever the dramatic level of western misperceptions and failed hopes in 
Indochina.  Moreover, Logevall's shift in time allows us to understand the American Vietnam War 
not as an isolated event of which the outcome is all too clear to us, but as part of a longer historical 
process in which the actors do not know where the future will take them. Or, as Logevall describes, 
the story of the French Indochina War is 'a reminder that to the decision makers of the past, the 
future was merely a set of possibilities.' In that sense, it offers a valuable nuance to the deterministic 
-or fatalistic- view that the American war was simply an unavoidable second act to the French war. 
Logevall applied this historical observation earlier in his highly praised Choosing War: the Lost 
Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam in 2001. With the bitter outcome of the 
Vietnam War so strongly ingrained in our collective memory, the perspective that its beginnings did 
not automatically lead to its end can be a comforting truth.  
 
Above all, Embers of War is a magnificent feat in storytelling in which the casting is superb. 
Without losing the storyline in too much unnecessary detail, Logevall introduces us to colorful 
French generals, stubborn Vietnamese commanders, and extravagant American pilots with 
nicknames like  'Earthquake McGoon'. One such detail describes how, in the final stages of the 
battle at Dien Bien Phu, a French captain receives his final orders over the radio: 'You're a para. 
You're there to get yourself killed'. When the captain wants to disable the radio after acknowledging 
the message from his superior, a Vietminh operator who was intercepting French communications 
breaks in. He will play a final song for the captain, he says, and puts on 'Chant des Partisans,' the 
famous anthem of the Free French Forces and the Resistance. The irony is not lost on the captain, 
nor on Logevall's readers who are presented with a great little metaphor for Western misperceptions 
and Vietnamese hopes for independence. These beautiful and functional details in Embers of War 
bring to mind a French proverb: C'est la ton qui fait la musique: While most facts in this story have 
been established previously, it is the skill of the historian that brings them to life.  

Beerd Beukenhorst 
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VACATURES & STAGEPLAATSEN  
  
 
 
Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 
Koninkrijkszaken (DWH/NK) 
 
Vanaf medio januari/ begin februari 2014 zijn er bij DWH/NK twee plekken voor nieuwe 
stagiair(e)s. De duur van een stage is in principe vijf maanden, met een werkweek van 40 uur. 
 
De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende vaste taken hebben: 

• Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, 
Mexico en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven 
van beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

• Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen en andere publieke evenementen op het 
ministerie over onderwerpen die het werk van de afdeling betreffen.  

• Het bijhouden van de actualiteit en het opstellen van wekelijks nieuwsoverzicht voor de 
minister. 

 
De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage, maar er zal naar worden gestreefd een 
studieopdracht te ontwikkelen. Dit zal afhangen van de actualiteit op dat moment. DWH/NK is een 
van de twee afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH/NK is de afdeling voor 
de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord Amerika (incl. Mexico) en de Caribische 
landen van het Koninkrijk. Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele en consulaire zaken 
passeren dagelijks de revue.  
 
Binnen de afdeling is ruimte voor één stagiair(e) die ondersteuning biedt aan de landenmedewerkers 
voor de Verenigde Staten, Canada en Mexico. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je onder andere 
contact met andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, met de Noord-Amerikaanse ambassades in 
Den Haag en de Nederlandse posten in de regio. 
 
Daarnaast is er ruimte voor een stagiair(e) die zich concentreert op de Koninkrijksrelaties en de 
buitenlandse betrekkingen voor de Caribische landen van het Koninkrijk. Tijdens je 
werkzaamheden heb je geregeld contact met andere ministeries zoals BZK, de Directies 
Buitenlandse Betrekkingen van Aruba, Curaçao en Sint Maarten en met de Kabinetten van de 
Gevolmachtigde Ministers in Nederland.  
 
Voor beide stages dient de stagiair(e) een derdejaars Bachelor of Masterstudent te zijn aan een WO-
instelling. Achtergrondkennis van en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, 
Mexico en/of de Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel.  
 
Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woon- of 
reiskostenvergoeding. Meer informatie hierover kun je vinden op www.werkenvoornederland.nl bij 
voorwaarden en vergoedingen. 
 
Geïnteresseerd? Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met 
CV, voor 29 november 2013 gestuurd worden naar: dwh-nk@minbuza.nl. Hier kun je ook terecht 
voor verdere vragen. Geef in je sollicitatiebrief s.v.p. aan welke van de twee stageplekken bij 
DWH/NK je voorkeur geniet.  
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NASA-lidmaatschap per jaar: 
€ 30 (Studenten: € 12,50 / € 25 voor 3 jaar)  
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t.n.v. NASA te Middelburg 
 
Deadline volgende nummer: 
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Website: 
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KALENDER  
 
2013 
Jun1 2013-Januari 
2014 

NASA-A Human 
Adventure. Utrecht 

September- 
December 11 

Lee Freedlander. 
Amsterdam 

November 14-17 Crossing Border 
Festival. Den Haag 

November 20 Woody Guthrie 
Lezing. Middelburg 

November 22 NAVO-lezing.  
Brussel 

November 27 Launch Leiden 
Global. Leiden 

November 29-30 iHSSR-conferentie. 
Manchester 

December 4 Aio Seminar. 
Middelburg 

 
2014  
Maart 24-28 HCA Spring 

Academy. Heidelberg 
April 1-6 EAAS-conferentie 

Den Haag 
April 3 Amerikanistendag/Jun

ior Conferentie. Den 
Haag 

April 24-26 BACS-conferentie. 
Londen 

Juni 19-21 SHAFR Conferentie. 
Lexington 

Juni 29-Juli 12 Graz International 
Summer School. Graz 

Juli 7-10 TSA-conferentie. 
Gent 

 

mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
mailto:m.e.messmer@rug.nl


 
 39  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.netherlands-america.nl 


	The final speaker, Rik Smit (University of Groningen) rounded off the discussion by focusing on 'Memes and Playful Politics: The 'Situation Room Photograph' Remixed.' Reading online memes as a cultural form of playful political participation, Smit dis...
	Graz International Summer School Seggau 2014
	Graz, Austria, June 29-July 12, 2014
	Five reasons to apply:


