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NASA NEWS 

Bestuursbericht 

It is an honor to serve as the new chair of the 

Netherlands American Studies Association. I have 

been in the Netherlands for a few years now, and 

I very much value the lively community of 

Americanists here. American Studies takes 

various forms around the Netherlands—

headquartered in various disciplines, and drawing 

the boundaries of the field in different ways. That makes our collaborations all the more satisfying. It 

has been gratifying to participate in the Amerikanistendag, and to serve on the TRAHA jury, and to 

get to know and work with scholars from different disciplines. (I think of how strange yet natural it 

was to eat tacos in a Chicago hipster neighborhood with Americanists from two Dutch universities, 

each of which had brought students there for a class trip at about the same time.) Additionally, I have 

been happy to see the revival of the Student NASA, along with other activities undertaken by students 

on the BA and MA levels. But before saying anything else, I must salute the previous chair and the 

other board members for NASA's organization of the wonderful EAAS conference in April. (There 

are many things to salute the NASA board for, but that was a very big thing.) 

 

American Studies has always been a strange field, pegged to its object of study in peculiar ways. I 

often tell students that "American Studies" has a longer pedigree outside the United States than it 

does inside the United States. Although that history is complicated and not always savory, my point 

is that Americanists in Europe have often been ahead of the curve when it comes to internationalizing 

the field, and we are well-positioned to understand "America in the world," to invoke one of many 

labels. (Since I teach American history courses at the University of Amsterdam, I have found 

particularly illuminating the recent reflections on writing American history from abroad that were 

published as Historians Across Borders, and as a forum in the American Historical Review.) I hope, 

as NASA chair, to continue in this tradition. 

 

I am happy to announce that our Fall Event will be a lecture by Werner Sollors, tentatively scheduled 

for 4 December, related to his book, The Temptation of Despair: Tales of the 1940s (Harvard 

University Press, 2014). It is a good time for it, as we approach the 70th anniversary of the end of 

World War II, and reflect on the wars, liberations, military occupations, and uncertainties of our own 

time. In uncovering the surprising histories and narratives of a postwar period often shrouded in 

congratulatory myth, and drawing on European and American archives, Sollors' work shows what 

interdisciplinary, international scholarship can achieve. And it dovetails with scholarship here: I think 

of Frank Mehring's lively inaugural lecture at Nijmegen on songs of liberation some weeks ago. 

 

We are fortunate to have a vital community of scholars and students here, even as it must be 

acknowledged that this is a difficult time for the humanities in general, as many universities face 

budget cuts and organizational changes. So let me close simply by welcoming suggestions and 

feedback from NASA members about events, activities, etc. I look forward to working with you. 

 

George Blaustein 

President-Elect 
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NASA Fall Event 2014 

On 4 December 2014 the University of Amsterdam will host the 

NASA Fall Event of 2014. The event will be a lecture by Werner 

Sollors on his most recent book The Temptation of Despair: Tales 

of the 1940s. 

 

The lecture and discussion will take place from 5.00 – 7.00 pm, 

(lecture begins at 5.30) in the Doelenzaal of the University 

Library, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam. 

 

Particular details will be announced on the NASA website 

(www.netherlands-america.nl) and for further information contact 

the StudentNASA (StudentNASA@gmail.com). 

 

About The Temptation of Despair (from Harvard University Press) 

In Germany, the years immediately following World War II call forward images of obliterated cities, 

hungry refugees, and ghostly monuments to Nazi crimes. The temptation of despair was hard to resist, 

and to contemporary observers the road toward democracy in the Western zones of occupation 

seemed rather uncertain. Drawing on a vast array of American, German, and other sources—diaries, 

photographs, newspaper articles, government reports, essays, works of fiction, and film—Werner 

Sollors makes visceral the experiences of defeat and liberation, homelessness and repatriation, 

concentration camps and denazification. 

 

These tales reveal writers, visual artists, and filmmakers as well 

as common people struggling to express the sheer magnitude of 

the human catastrophe they witnessed. Some relied on traditional 

images of suffering and death, on Biblical scenes of the Flood 

and the Apocalypse. Others shaped the mangled, nightmarish 

landscape through abstract or surreal forms of art. Still others 

turned to irony and black humor to cope with the incongruities 

around them. Questions about guilt and complicity in a 

totalitarian country were raised by awareness of the Holocaust, 

making "After Dachau" a new epoch in Western history. 

 

The Temptation of Despair is a book about coming to terms with 

the mid-1940s, the contradictory emotions of a defeated 

people—sorrow and anger, guilt and pride, despondency and 

resilience—as well as the ambiguities and paradoxes of Allied 

victory and occupation. 

 

 

 

 

Amerikanistendag 2015 

In the Spring of 2015 the 22nd Amerikanistendag will be hosted 

by Rijksuniversiteit Groningen. 

 

Contact person is Marietta Messmer: m.e.messmer@rug.nl. Further details will be announced on 

www.netherlands-america.nl. 

 

 

http://www.netherlands-america.nl/
mailto:StudentNASA@gmail.com
mailto:m.e.messmer@rug.nl
http://www.netherlands-america.nl/
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Call for Papers for the Spring 2015 NASA Conference 

On 18 – 20 June 2015, NASA and the University of Oldenburg will co-organize and host an 

international conference on the topic: 

 

Political Participation in the Post-Democratic Era: Promises, Challenges, Illusions 

 

If the recent mid-term elections have told 

us anything, it is that participatory 

democracy in the United States is definitely 

on the wane. With a record estimate of $4 

billion in campaign spending, big money 

was undeniably the ultimate winner in the 

latest Congressional race. And with 

roughly $1 billion of the total spending 

coming from "dark money" super PACs, 

the Daily Show sarcastically dubbed its 

coverage of the midterms, "Democalypse 

2014: America remembers it forgot to 

vote." Unsurprisingly, since money undeniably loves money, the DOW and S&P 500 closed at record 

highs the day after the midterms. The techno-demographic appeal of Obama's first presidential 

campaign appears to have been a one-off, and the Occupy Wall Street movement seems only a faint 

memory now. Clearly, rumors of neo-liberalism's demise have been grossly exaggerated. 

 

So what does this teach us about the potential of social change in the post-democratic era and the 

future of peaceful global revolution? With democracy a fleeting illusion in Africa, the Middle East, 

much of Asia and Russia, and a European Union increasingly out of touch with its apathetic citizens, 

will the United States once more assume its former role as leader of the free world and ambassador 

of citizens' rights? In the face of a growing income gap, a drop in social mobility and the increasing 

unaffordability of higher education, do we see signs of voters seeking ways to participate more 

actively in public debates? Is the much-touted democratization effect of social media technology 

really bearing fruit? If so, are these techno-networked voter-activists joining advocacy groups for 

specific interests? In an age of globalization, supranational unions, and the concomitant phenomena 

of immaterial labor and other forms of social alienation, what is the state of in times of increasing 

disbelief in institutionalized political participation (through voting, e.g.). 

 

In order to discuss these (and 

related) issues, we invite 

participants in this conference 

to address alternative ways in 

which citizens have been 

claiming/reclaiming their 

place in political decision-

making—in the United 

States, as well as in the wider 

American hemisphere, or, 

comparatively, in other parts 

in the world. Collectively, we 

want to explore these developments in political participation as harbingers of the emergence of a post-

post-democracy. 
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We invite proposals for individual 20-minute-presentations or complete panels. Proposals for 

individual papers should consist of an abstract (max. 250 words) and a short CV. Proposals for panels 

should provide a brief explanation of the goals of the panel and its link to the conference theme (500 

words), accompanied by 250-word abstracts and brief CVs of all speakers. Proposals for alternative 

presentation formats (e.g. roundtables, impulse-sessions, interviews, performances, or other 

innovative formats) are also welcome. 

 

Please submit all proposals to Wil Verhoeven (wil.verhoeven@rug.nl) and Martin Butler 

(martin.butler@uni-oldenburg.de). Deadline: 15 February 2015. 

 

Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 2014 

Report by Lennaert van Heumen 

In January, I was awarded the Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2014. It provided 

welcome financial assistance for my research trip to Washington, D.C., where 

I visited the National Archives and Records Administration and the 

Georgetown University Library. Both archives hold relevant primary sources 

for my PhD research, which I started at the Radboud University in September 

2013. 

 

Research project 

My project explores the role of American private actors that promoted Atlantic and European 

integration through their extended transatlantic contacts with European organizations and discusses 

the different blueprints on Atlantic and European integration present in the 1940s and 1950s. 

Undeniably, ideas about European integration did not emerge out of isolated, national political 

debates nor was European integration an isolated European process. It developed against the 

background of an intensive transatlantic exchange of ideas on the structure and organization of a 

European (con)federation of states. Moreover, one of the crucial and controversial questions was the 

balance and intricate links between a new European community and the wider transatlantic 

framework and revolved around the question if European integration should be an end in itself or that 

it should only be the stepping stone to a larger cooperative structure. 

 

The historiography on early European 

integration and the Cold War was primarily 

approached from a diplomatic and realist 

perspective, in which the various nation-

states and their interests were central. 

Studies on the American influence on 

postwar European and transatlantic 

cooperation have, therefore, hitherto been 

mainly centered on nation-states and 

intergovernmental organizations as NATO 

and OEEC and have thus largely ignored the 

importance of non-state actors. The new 

transnational approach moves away from 

this state-centered view and includes non-state actors and their often extended transnational networks 

to be able to study the movement of ideas and people across national borders. 

 

This research uses this approach to study a variety of American private organizations that were solely 

dedicated at promoting Atlantic or European integration through their extended transatlantic 

networks. Because of the earlier focus on nation-states, the history of many of these unofficial actors 

has yet to be written. What sort of ideas were present behind ambiguous terms like Atlantic 

mailto:wil.verhoeven@rug.nl
mailto:martin.butler@uni-oldenburg.de
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community or European integration that these organizations promoted? How did they want to solve 

the difficult balance between both communities? By incorporating these non-state actors more 

insights can be gained into the wide ranging options that existed and how these organizations together 

with governmental agencies tried to establish different cooperative frameworks that were considered 

crucial in the Cold War struggle or the future stability of western Europe. 

 

Research trip 

To answer my research questions it is indispensable 

to consult American archival sources. Because many 

of these sources are not digitalized, visiting various 

archives remains necessary. In Washington DC, I 

visited the Georgetown University Library that holds 

the official records of the American Committee on 

United Europe (ACUE) and it contains various 

sources, including minutes, reports and 

correspondence between the ACUE, the US 

government and European organizations. The ACUE 

was founded in 1948 and financially supported the 

European Movement and more in general aimed to 

promote European integration in Europe and the US. The ACUE received its financial means from 

the CIA as well as the Ford and Rockefeller foundations. This illustrates the fact that in the process 

of promoting European integration not only state, but also non-state actors played a key role. Many 

of the people involved in the ACUE were convinced federalists and believed that a federal European 

state was crucial to achieve lasting peace in Europe. After substantial discussion, the ACUE rejected 

cooperation with the Atlantic Union Committee, an important pressure group within the Atlantic unity 

movement, which was established by Clarance Streit to promote a federal union of Atlantic 

democracies. Both organizations held different views on the ultimate goal (Atlantic or European 

integration) as well as on ways to achieve their objectives. 

 

 

Although my research for a large part deals with non-state actors, the American involvement was 

very much a combined effort by state and non-state actors. Moreover, both were often interconnected 

in various ways and are consequently difficult to separate. The term "state-private network" is 

therefore frequently used to describe this American phenomenon that was also characteristic of the 

Cold War. I had the opportunity to look into the several relevant records relating to American policy 

towards European integration and Atlantic cooperation 

from the 1940s onwards located at the National Archives 

and Records Administration. Of particular interest were 

the record groups of the State Department and several US 

foreign assistance agencies, which hold many file units 

consisting of speeches, memoranda, correspondence and 

other governmental sources on American transatlantic 

policy. These American archival sources are an important 

addition to the primary sources available in European 

archives and enables the study of transatlantic contacts 

during a formative period when European and Atlantic 

cooperation were given shape. 

 

Visiting these archives and consulting their archival sources has been important for the progress of 

my research because it enabled me to test my tentative ideas based on academic literature and to get 

some first results. I therefore would like to thank the Netherlands American Studies Association and 

the selection committee for awarding me the Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2014. 
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Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 2015 for Masters and PhD Students 

Announcement Rob Kroes Travel Grant 

NASA offers a travel grant of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for research 

trips to the United States. The grant is named after prof. Rob Kroes, former NASA and EAAS 

president and a great promoter of internationalization. The grant is available for Masters and PhD 

students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 

 

The regulations are as follows: 

- Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary of their 

intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

- The deadline for submitting applications is 31 December 2014; 

- All applications should be sent to Hans Krabbendam at jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl; 

- A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the applications 

and announce the successful candidate by 15 January;  

- Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a brief 

report (+/-1.000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA Newsletter 

and on the NASA website. 

- The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 

 

One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This is 

especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the humanities is 

squeezed. Since 2010, NASA has awarded grants of €500 each year to assist Dutch studens who are 

studying for an MA or PhD to undertake research in the United States. In order to sustain this 

initiative—and, we hope, to expand it—NASA is giving members the opportunity to contribute to the 

Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund . This ring-fenced fund is dedicated solely to the provision of research 

grants to students at Dutch universities. You may make a one-time contribution or, if you choose, a 

regular donation. 

 

Donors can be published in the NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course choose to give 

anonymously. Please give generously! Donation may be transferred directly to the NASA account 

(IBAN: NL23 INGB000 2976924 and BIC: INGBNL2A). 

 

Please indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on the annual list of donors. 

 

 

 

 

StudentNASA 

StudentNASA is the student department of the 

Netherlands American Studies Association. We represent 

American Studies students during NASA activities and organize events of our own. Through our 

Facebook and Twitter account, we also provide students with news, updates, and calls for papers. We 

also refer to important events that might be interesting for people studying in our field. Additionally, 

and in all these activities, we hope to connect American Studies students on a national level. 

 

You can follow us on facebook (https://www.facebook.com/NASAssociation), twitter  

(https://twitter.com/nasassociation) and Instagram (#StudentNASA or @StudentNASA) or you can 

visit the NASA website (http://netherlands-america.nl/index.php/student-nasa).  

mailto:jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl
https://twitter.com/nasassociation
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New StudentNASA Board 

Marie-Claire Bovet, chair, Amsterdam representative 

I am Marie-Claire Bovet and act as the chair for the StudentNASA. Last year I 

founded the student organization for American Studies in Amsterdam – the 

Amsterdam Americanist Society – and finished my bachelors in History (track 

American Studies). This year all my efforts will be directed towards making this 

student department useful to more American Studies students, as well as 

finishing my MA in American Studies. My spare time is devoted to my two jobs 

and to practicing classical ballet. 

marieclairebovet@icloud.com 

 

 

 

Margot Recter, secretary, Groningen representative 

I am Margot Recter, and I am the secretary for the StudentNASA. I just finished 

my bachelor Amer  ican Studies, and I am doing a combined master American 

Studies/East Asian Studies at the University of Groningen. Even though I have 

slightly abandoned American Studies, I will continue to admire (and sometimes 

criticize) the land of the brave. 

margotrecter@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Anne van Amerongen, general board member, Nijmegen representative 

My name is Anne van Amerongen, I am a second year American Studies student 

at Radboud University Nijmegen. I am currently the secretary on the board of 

USA Nijmegen, the American Studies study association in Nijmegen. This year, 

I will also be on the board of StudentNASA as a general board member. I am 

eager to contribute to this association and to connect American Studies students 

from around the country. 

annevanamerongen@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

Cindy van den Hooff, general board member, Utrecht representative 

My name is Cindy van den Hooff (23), master student American Studies and 

commissioner for external relations of the study association USA (Utrechtse 

Studenten Amerikanistiek). At StudentNASA I will represent the master students 

American studies from Utrecht University. I have a background in law and 

European studies, and gained my first experience with American studies during 

an exchange semester in Montreal. In the future I hope to work in the field of 

journalism or politics. I will be interning at the press department of the Dutch 

embassy in Washington from April 2015 onwards. Hopefully I can contribute to 

StudentNASA by combining my different academic backgrounds with my 

enthusiasm for America. 

cindyvandenhooff@hotmail.com 

mailto:marieclairebovet@icloud.com
mailto:margotrecter@gmail.com
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StudentNASA Events 

As chair of the StudentNASA I am pleased to announce our plans for this year. I hope everyone is 

excited as our new board is and we are looking forward to meeting enthusiastic students from all over 

the Netherlands (and possibly some exchange students too). These are the upcoming events: 

 

On 4 December 2014 the Amsterdam Americanist Society will host a fall event for the StudentNASA. 

American Studies students from all over the country are invited to come to Amsterdam, where an 

engaging day awaits them. At 2.00 pm a film will be screened, followed by a discussion. The highlight 

of the day will be to attend the NASA lecture by Werner Sollors at 5.30 pm in the Doelenzaal of the 

Amsterdam University Library. After that a reception will take place in the Skycafe Blue and the 

students will have dinner. The day will be concluded with a "kroegcollege" given by the German BA 

student Andrea Schlosser in café P96, Prinsengracht 96. Further details will be announced. 

 

Let us know if you are coming by sending an email: StudentNASA@gmail.com. 

 

This event is the first in a series in which StudentNASA students visit various cities where universities 

offer American Studies programs. These events are hosted by the local American Studies student 

organizations, who have the most expertise on the topic of the city's specific relations to North 

America and who obviously know the best go-to spots in their city. 

 

Other events on the StudentNASA calendar (exact dates and costs will follow soon):  

 

- StudentNASA day, Utrecht edition. February 2015; 

- StudentNASA day, Groningen edition; 

- StudentNASA day, Nijmegen edition. April 2015; 

- StudentNASA Professionalization Day; 

- Trip to Washington, D.C. May 2015. 

 

We are always open to new ideas, criticism and praise, so please do not hesitate to contact us through 

either the general email address (StudentNASA@gmail.com), or our personal addresses. 

 

We hope to see you soon! 

  

mailto:StudentNASA@gmail.com
mailto:StudentNASA@gmail.com
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EAAS NEWS 

EAAS Conference 2016 

Ovidius University 

Constanta, Romania 

22 – 25 April 2016 

 

Open Call for 

Presentations 

To highlight the range and diversity of American Studies in Europe the EAAS 

is issuing an open call for proposals for the 2016 conference. 

 

Proposers may wish to identify and explore long-standing, current and 

emerging intellectual debates in American Studies; to explore critically the 

varying practices and methodologies in American Studies; to bring to life 

current discussions and to posit potential paradigms in American Studies. 

 

The various anniversaries of 2016 provide a variety of potential foundations 

for proposals. It will be 150 years since the start of the post-Civil War era of 

Reconstruction. That was also the era of the dime novel, and Seeley 

Regester's The Dead Letter, credited by some as the first full-length American 

crime novel, appeared in 1866. 125 years will have passed since Thomas 

Edison patented the motion camera and 100 since the creation of the US 

National Parks Service. 

 

1916 also saw the opening of the nation's first birth control clinic, the election 

of Jeanette Rankin, the first woman to sit in the US House of Representatives, 

the release of D.W. Griffith's Intolerance and the publication of Carl 

Sandburg's Chicago Poems. It was also the birth year of Shirley Jackson, 

Walker Percy, and Walter Cronkite. The National Organization for Women 

celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2016, as does Star Trek. 

 

 Contemporary American Studies topics could include, for example, 

discussion of the USA's strong, diverse and expanding literary canon; the 

multi-dimensional character and seemingly endless inventiveness of 

America's cultural output; the inventiveness of American culture in an age of 

new social media; the heritage that might be left after the nation's first 

African-American presidency. 

 

The EAAS conference encompasses topics across the disciplinary spectrum 

in American Studies, as well as interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary 

approaches to the subject. The themes mentioned here are not intended to be 

a definitive list, and the conference committee looks forward to receiving 

many different and stimulating proposals. 

 

Format The EAAS is moving away from its former Workshop format. Proposals are 

now invited that may use a variety of presentation styles. The conference 

structure is expected mainly to consist of traditional panel sessions with 

papers, and proposals targeted at this format are very welcome indeed, but 

submissions may also be proposed as roundtables, workshops, shop-talks, 

dialogues, interviews, performances, individual lecture presentations, 
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readings or in other innovative formats. All proposals are expected to include 

the opportunity for discussion. 

 

Session chairs  Volunteers are invited to fill the role of chairs or facilitators for sessions 

where these positions are vacant. Volunteers to chair sessions should include 

their name and affiliation, and a brief statement of their areas of expertise. 

The conference committee will gratefully call on volunteers to add them to 

appropriate sessions where possible. 

 

Selection The EAAS is committed to a conference that reflects the broadest disciplinary 

range within American Studies, the multinational membership of the EAAS, 

and the international participation that its biennial meetings attract. 

 

The conference committee will take these aims into account in reviewing 

proposals and in constructing the conference programme. 

 

Deadline  The deadline for proposals will be 15 June 2015. The proposals process will 

be managed by the Secretary General of the EAAS and full details of the 

submission process will appear soon on the EAAS website: 

http://www.eaas.eu/ 

 

 

EJAS 

EJAS is the official, peer-reviewed academic journal of the European Association for American 

Studies, a federation of 21 national and joint-national associations of specialists of the United States 

gathering approximately 4.000 scholars from 27 European countries: http://ejas.revues.org. 

 

EJAS aims to foster European views on the society, culture, history, and politics of the United States, 

and how the US interacts with other countries in these fields. The journal invites submissions from 

Americanists in Europe and beyond. Submission guidelines can be found on the journal's website: 

http://ejas.revues.org/86. 

 

Latest issue 

The latest issue of the EJAS is now available and can be found in full: http://ejas.revues.org/10334. 

 

http://www.eaas.eu/
http://ejas.revues.org/
http://ejas.revues.org/86
http://ejas.revues.org/10334
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Issue Contents: 

"Old Nick Crossed the Mississippi: The Figure of the Devil in Late Cold War Era Novels of the 

American West" by Michael Walonen, Bethune-Cookman University. 

 

"'To Sacrifice One's Intellect Is More Demonic than Divine': American Literature and Politics in Left 

Behind: A Novel of the Earth's Last Days" by Peter Swirski, Sun Yat-sen University. 

 

"Urban Spaces and Architecturally Defined Identity in Nathanael West's Miss Lonelyhearts" by 

Wayne E. Arnold, Kansai Gaidai University. 

 

"Americans and Climate Change: Transnationalism and Reflection in Environmental Writing" by 

Brian Glaser, Chapman University. 

 

"Commerce and Sentiment in Tales of Barbary Encounter: Cathcart, Barlow, Markoe, Tyler, and 

Rowson" by Andrew Gross, Friedrich Alexander Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg. 

 

 

Book reviews:  

To see all reviews in EJAS Reviews Issue 2014 no. 3 visit: http://ejas.revues.org/10320. 

 

"The American Revolution: A Concise History" by Robert S. Allison. Reviewed by Zoe Detsi-

Diamanti, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 

 

"Whitman's Queer Children: America's Homosexual Epics" by Catherine A. Davies. Reviewed by 

Francisco Costa, University of East Anglia. 

 

"Queequeg's Coffin: Indigenous Literacies and Early American Literature" by Birgit Brander 

Rasmussen; "American Indian Nations from Termination to Restoration, 1953 – 2006" by Roberta 

Ulrich; "Fighting Colonialism with Hegemonic Culture: Native American Appropriation of Indian 

Stereotypes" by Maureen Trudelle Schwarz. Reviewed by James Mackay, European University, 

Cyprus. 

 

"Scenes from the Suburbs: The Suburb in Contemporary US Film and Television" by Timotheus 

Vermeulen. Reviewed by Melenia Arouh, The American College of Greece, DEREE College. 

 

"On the Legacy of Maxine Hong Kingston: The Mulhouse Book" edited by Sämi Ludwig and 

Nicoleta Alexoae-Zagni. Reviewed by Elke Sturm-Trigonakis, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 

 

"Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders" by Denise Spellberg. Reviewed by Anthony 

Santoro, Heidelberg University. 

 

"An Age of Infidels: The Politics of Religious Controversy in the Early United States" by Eric R. 

Schlereth. Reviewed by Hans Krabbendam, Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg. 

 

"Still in Print: The Southern Novel Today" edited by Jan Nordby Gretlund. Reviewed by Youli 

Theodosiadou, Aristotle University.  

http://ejas.revues.org/10320
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AMERICAN STUDIES NEWS 

Interview with United States Ambassador Timothy Broas 

 

Timothy Broas was nominated by President Barack 

Obama to be the US Ambassador to the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands on 6 January 2014. He was confirmed by the 

US Senate on 13 March 2014. Ambassador Broas 

presented his credentials to His Majesty King Willem-

Alexander on 19 March 2014, and has officially taken up 

his duties as Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

 

In 2010, President Obama appointed Mr. Broas to the 

Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars. The Wilson Center, created by 

Congress in 1968, is a nonpartisan institute for advanced 

study and a neutral forum for open, serious, and informed 

dialogue among preeminent thinkers and policymakers. 

 

A native of Maryland, Mr. Broas received an A.B., magna 

cum laude, in Economics and History from Boston 

College in 1976 and a J.D. from the College of William 

and Mary in 1979. 

 

Mr. Broas is married with three grown daughters. 

 

In November I had the honor to interview the US Ambassador about his views on his ambassadorship 

and the US-Dutch relations. 

 

Q: You have Dutch ancestors. How important is this personal connection for your office as US 

Ambassador to the Netherlands? 

A: It has always been very important to me to trace my Dutch lineage. I hope to research this further 

while in the Netherlands. Certainly, it creates a special bond for me with the Netherlands, like so 

many other Americans with Dutch roots. I know where my ancestors lived once they reached 

America, but I would like to do more research to see where in the Netherlands we are from. 

 

Q: What are your priorities as US ambassador? 

A: The United States and the Netherlands have a very strong relationship. We consider the Dutch to 

be among our closest friends and allies. My goal as Ambassador is to maintain the close relationship 

we already have and to strengthen it even further in certain priority areas. My focus for engaging with 

the Netherlands is broadly defined by four shared priorities: 

 

- shared responsibility on global peace and security; 

- shared economic prosperity; 

- shared stewardship of our planet, notably in dealing with climate change, including through sound 

water management; 

- and shared values, such as celebrating our cultural and religious diversity. 
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These shared priorities are my focus for our bilateral relationship with the Netherlands. And they are 

consistent with our joint American and European leadership in a changing world. 

 

Q: To what extent do you think your experience as member of the board of Trustees at the 

Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington will influence your ambassadorship and your view on 

the role for the academic community in the relationship between the United States and the 

Netherlands? 

A: It was an honor to be part of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and to make 

the link between the world of ideas and the world of policy. The academic bonds between the United 

States and the Netherlands are especially strong, and I will continue to promote them during my 

tenure as Ambassador. For example, I actively support the Fulbright Program, which provides 

scholarships and facilitates academic exchange between US and Dutch students and scholars. I am 

very grateful to the Dutch government for its continued support for the Fulbright Program. This year 

we are celebrating our 65th anniversary of Fulbright in the Netherlands. 

 

We also bring US academics to the Netherlands through our Embassy Speaker Program, organizing 

discussions and debates on foreign policy and other issues relevant to US-Dutch relations. 

 

Q: You studied history at Boston College. As a 

historian, what role do you think history plays in the 

diplomatic relationship between the US and the 

Netherlands? 

A: History plays a very big role in US-Dutch relations. Our 

relationship stretches back more than 400 years with the 

establishment of the first Dutch colony in North America 

at New Amsterdam. There are long lists of prominent 

Americans, including Presidents, who trace their roots 

back to the Netherlands. 

 

President Obama, in fact, is a descendent of the Pilgrims 

who first came from Britain to Leiden in 1609 seeking 

religious freedom and who later founded the Plymouth 

colony in Massachusetts. Our long history is a sturdy 

foundation for continued cooperation and future growth of 

our shared objectives, such as transatlantic security and 

trade. 

 

Today, with a relatively small but vibrant population of nearly 17 million people, the Netherlands is 

the third largest investor in the United States. And the United States is the largest investor in the 

Netherlands. Our economic ties stretch back to 1782, when John Adams, the first American 

Ambassador to the Netherlands and second President of the United States, negotiated with the Dutch 

government for America's first loan of five million guilders, about €1.5 million. And the Dutch have 

been with us ever since, investing in the banks, railroads, canals, and large infrastructure that built 

our nation. 

 

Q: Your office is in The Hague, the city of Justice. How special is this for you as a former 

attorney in your position as ambassador?  

A: I first came to The Hague some 30 years ago to present a claim for a private company in front of 

the Iran-US Claims Tribunal. I knew then that it was a special city – a center of international law – 

and I always wanted to come back. I didn't exactly expect to return in this capacity but as a recovering 

attorney, I can say that I enjoy the city even more as President Obama's representative here. 
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Q: Which cultural differences between the Netherlands and the US strike you the most? 

A: I am actually most struck by the cultural similarities between our two countries. Our strong 

relationship with the Netherlands is based on an unwavering commitment to our shared values. 

Because our ideals and values are so deeply and historically intertwined, we are able to address – 

together – many challenges that impact both of our societies, such as immigration, integration, and 

cultural and religious diversity. 

 

If I have to mention a difference, I would note the culture of bicycling – one of my personal passions. 

In the United States, cycling is recreation or a hobby, but in the Netherlands it is a primary mode of 

transportation. I am very impressed by the cycling infrastructure, and especially the cycling spirit in 

this country.  

 

Q: As an enthusiastic biker, which routes would you like 

to ride in the Netherlands? 

A: I love riding around The Hague on the weekends, 

particularly to the dunes. But I also had the fortune of cycling 

in the beautiful nature near Drenthe, along the coast of 

Zeeland, and in the hills of Limburg. There are many other 

places I want to ride in the country – north, south, east and 

west. I love it all. 

 

 

 

On 19 November 2014 the US Ambassador gave a lecture entitled "US-Dutch Relations: Shared 

Priorities for a Changing World." This lecture was the fourteenth in a series on transatlantic relations 

organized by the Roosevelt Study Center. This lecture was organized in cooperation with University 

College Roosevelt and was held in Middelburg. 

 

Heleen Blommers 

 

 

 

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen: New Staff Member 

Anne M. Martínez has joined the Department of American 

Studies at the University of Groningen after nine years in the 

Department of History and the Center for Mexican 

American Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Martínez specializes in American culture and cultural 

theory, with an emphasis on Mexican Americans, US-

Mexico relations, American Catholicism, and religion and 

national identity. She received her BA in Cultural 

Anthropology from the University of Michigan and her PhD 

in American Studies from the University of Minnesota. 

Recently she has published her new book, Catholic 

Borderlands: Mapping Catholicism onto American Empire, 

1905 – 1935 (see page 31). 
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Guido van Rijn Wins the "Keeping the Blues Alive Award" 

The Blues Foundation will honor 15 individuals and organizations with 

its 2015 Keeping the Blues Alive Awards during a recognition 

luncheon in January 2015 in Memphis, Tennessee. Each year, the Blues 

Foundation presents the KBA Awards to individuals and organizations 

that have made significant contributions to blues music. Guido van Rijn 

is one of the award winners. 

 

Guido van Rijn is a Dutch blues and gospel historian. His major 

historical work is a set of six books that examine the way blues and 

gospel artists experienced eleven twentieth-century American 

presidents and their politics. In 1970, Van Rijn co-founded the Dutch 

Blues and Boogie Organization. In the '70s, he organized a great many 

concerts by African-American blues artists in the Netherlands, 

culminating in the renowned Blues Estafette in Utrecht. He issued 25 

blues LPs and CDs on his Agram label. 

 

Van Rijn received his PhD from Leiden University in 1995 for Roosevelt's Blues: African-American 

Blues and Gospel Songs on FDR, which also received an award for excellence from the Association 

for Recorded Sound Collections. In 2004, he published The Truman and Eisenhower Blues. In 2007 

came Kennedy's Blues, followed by President Johnson's Blues (2009), The Nixon and Ford Blues 

(2011), and The Carter, Reagan, Bush, Sr., Clinton, Bush, Jr., & Obama Blues (2012). At present, 

van Rijn is completing a five-part discography of the Paramount label for Agram Books, listing all 

issued and unissued recordings. 

 

Inaugural Lecture Professor Frank Mehring 

Recently, the American teacher and pop music archivist Hugo 

Keesing donated a large collection of liberation sheet music to 

the National Liberation Museum in Groesbeek. This treasure 

trove of songs offers a unique opportunity to fill the silent 

images of liberation festivities with new life. On this 

collection Frank Mehring, Professor of American Studies at 

the Radboud Universiteit in Nijmegen, built his research, 

which he presented in his inaugural lecture on 19 September 

2014. In close collaboration with the director of the National 

Liberation museum Wiel Lenders and the archivist Rense 

Havinga Mehring tries to answer how the liberation sounded 

and what the function of the liberation music was. He argues 

that during and after the liberation music dissolved the 

boundaries between different ethnicities, nationalities and 

cultures. Songs like "Hello GI, How Are You?" sometimes 

literally broke the ice between Dutch women and foreign 

soldiers. 

 

Mehring also finds that music was a way to process the traumatic experience of the occupation. 

According to him "the vast amount of compositions on the theme of liberation, shows how important 

music was to handle the personal losses of friends and possessions, but also the temporary loss of 

identity. Songs like 'Mooi Holland,' 'Ons Holland is Vrij' or 'Holland Memories' formed a link to the 

past: they celebrated national pride, tradition, Dutch women, beautiful Dutch landscapes and a rich 

cultural history." Furthermore Mehring makes a connection between music from Germany and the 
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United States from the same period. He sees a permanent influence of the music of the liberators: "the 

liberation-songs show a cultural orientation on the US, which mostly becomes important in the years 

of the reconstruction and the Marshall-plan." The postwar popularity of Jazz and Boogie Woogie 

never completely disappeared from our culture. 

 

On 19 September 2014 Mehring held his inaugural lecture at the Radboud University in Nijmegen. 

He was honored by the attendance of Hugo Keesing, who donated his collection of Dutch liberation 

sheet music to the National Liberation museum and by six members of the Gavin family. General 

James Gavin played a crucial role in the oversteek and liberation of Nijmegen in September 1944. 

During his address Mehring argued: "The popular sheet music on the theme of Dutch liberation and 

a newly won sense of freedom function like a sounding memorial to the allied forces. Before the 

cultural productions of records, films and the concert tours of US jazz ambassadors established 

American jazz as the soundtrack of liberation in retrospective view, the sheet music collection of 

liberation songs tells a much more complex story. One can talk about mapping, analyzing, evaluating 

and contextualizing music. If one wants to understand, feel, and appreciate the power of music, it 

needs to be performed, experienced and heard – and as far as dances are concerned also be seen." 

Therefore, the lecture was followed by a concert with singers, choirs, dancers and musicians from 

both sides of the Dutch-German border. This concert was repeated 23 September at the National 

Liberation Museum in Groesbeek and 20 November in Kleve. 

Premiere of liberation songs concert based on a new sheet music archive.  

The Radboud concert after the inaugural lecture was repeated in the commemoration dome of the 

National Liberation Museum 1944-45 in Groesbeek on 23 September 2014. 
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ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2014 

Since 1987 the Roosevelt Study Center has presented the yearly Theodore Roosevelt American 

History Awards (TRAHA) to the best theses on American history defended at Dutch universities. On 

28 March 2014 the first prize, a trip to the United States to the birthplaces of Theodore and Franklin 

Roosevelt and the FDR Presidential Library in Hyde Park, New York, was awarded to Ruth van den 

Akker, a graduate student of the VU University in Amsterdam. She received the TRAHA for her 

thesis "Under His Wings: Representations of Self and Other in American Missionary Wives' Life 

Writing." Beneath follows the report on her "Roosevelt Trip." 

 

Travel Report by Ruth van den Akker 

It was such an honor, but perhaps an even greater surprise, to be the recipient of the Theodore 

Roosevelt American History Award 2014, which included a trip to New York State. I had, previously 

to winning the award in March 2014, no idea that to win meant to travel, and to travel seemed a 

coincidentally appropriate price for an MA thesis on travel writing. Writing this report about my 

travels and experiences leaves me with the uncanny feeling of having figuratively come full circle. 

 

Because I had to plan my trip to New York State in June rather than later in the year as previous 

winners did, my itinerary looked somewhat different than usual. For example, I did not visit Theodore 

Roosevelt's birthplace in New York City, but instead spent a few days in beautiful Oyster Bay at the 

North coast of Long Island. I was told that as TR did not like NYC very much, it was probably most 

appropriate anyway to become acquainted with this boisterous president in the town he loved and 

called his home. It is in Oyster Bay where he built Sagamore Hill; the estate that would be his and 

Edith Kermit Carow's family home and would become known as the Summer White House during 

his time in office from 1901 to 1909. Unfortunately, the house was closed due to renovations, and I 

was therefore unable to visit Sagamore Hill. 

 

However, a beautiful park open to the public 

surrounds the house and on these grounds I 

had the privilege to attend a sneak preview 

of a new documentary by Ken Burns, The 

Roosevelts: An Intimate History, which aims 

to put Theodore, Franklin, and Eleanor 

Roosevelt into their complex family history 

and connections. Careful research and 

obvious talent for filmmaking and 

scriptwriting produced a wonderfully 

informative and entertaining seven series 

documentary on the Roosevelts in relation to 

age-old themes such as citizenship, 

government, leadership, and the influences of one's character and childhood on the course of one's 

life. Earlier that day, I had already visited TR's grave and the church he attended as an adult. It was, 

however, this documentary that gave me a glimpse of TR's importance as a president and of the ways 

Ruth van den Akker with Ken Burns 
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in which his presidency shaped twentieth-century America. I learned that as a Progressive he 

interpreted the constitution differently than his predecessors and that he rewrote the role of 

government in American daily life. 

 

The following day, the Theodore Roosevelt Association awarded 

the Police Awards for Nassau & Suffolk County to two policemen 

who have admirably overcome serious physical setbacks. TR 

served as the New York City Police Commissioner and always 

respected and admired the police. Additionally, TR was a sickly 

child and suffered from asthma, which he overcame when he grew 

older due to a rigorous training program. For these reasons, this 

award is named after him.  

 

My stay in Oyster Bay was concluded with a tour of the Theodore 

Roosevelt Museum. I had the privilege to be shown around the 

museum by Howard Ehrlich, a professor of history at St. John's 

University and a federal ranger at Sagamore Hill. It was wonderful 

to be able to ask him all sorts of questions and enjoy his vast 

amount of knowledge of TR and his times. It was great to see TR's 

original rough riders' uniform in the Museum, which, according 

to professor Ehrlich, is the same kind of uniform the Boers wore 

during the Boer Wars in South Africa. 

 

After this educational lesson on TR and his times, the focus of my trip shifted to Franklin and Eleanor 

Roosevelt and I drove alongside the Hudson River up to Hyde Park. It is beautiful countryside up 

there and it is not difficult to imagine large Dutch ships sailing up this river and its crew deciding that 

this area seemed like an excellent place to settle. Weather wise it reminded me of the Netherlands 

and perhaps this made the Dutch settlers feel at home. Also the names of many towns and streets in 

the area remind the visitor of the early presence of Dutch colonists. 

 

The visit to Hyde Park entailed a visit to all the FDR and ER related sites that are there. These include 

FDR's childhood home Springwood; Val-Kill, the house he built for Eleanor; Top Cottage, FDR's 

own little place; the Vanderbilt mansion; and, of course, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and 

Museum. As all these places have their own quaint characteristics and remarkable stories, I would 

like to focus here on the two sites that interested me most, the museum and Val-Kill. 

 

It was unfortunate that I had to visit the museum without a tour guide, but the information provided 

to the visitor there was extensive, which made it an educational experience. Beforehand, I was already 

curious about the man who guided the US through the Great Depression and World War II, and who 

is considered by many as America's most influential president of the twentieth century. Also, his wife 

Eleanor Roosevelt sparked my interest as a student of women's history. I was not disappointed and 

left the museum with a great sense of respect for this couple that worked together so diligently to 

achieve their personal ambitions and to see their ideals and visions for a nation in turmoil come to 

pass despite personal setbacks. 

 

Prior to my visit to Hyde Park, I was unaware of the immense influence of FDR's presidency on 

American history. The reforms that he and Eleanor both worked to implement during the 1930s and 

40s, albeit in their own spheres of influence – FDR as the president and Eleanor as first lady, activist, 

author of the popular column "My Day," and most importantly as FDR's wife – significantly altered 

the face of America. FDR was able to introduce reforms in practically every area of life, including 

labor reforms, financial reforms, and rural reforms. He brought about an enormous revision of the 

Rough Riders' Uniform 
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way in which the US had so far been governed and structured, and the people were grateful and 

rewarded him with four consecutive terms in office. 

 

Much like his distant cousin TR, FDR interpreted the American constitution somewhat differently 

than had been done before to pursue and achieve his moral and ethical ideals. These were mostly 

directed towards social and economic equality, even though women and non-whites were not included 

in this. Of course, during FDR's presidency women's conditions had bettered and women had 

procured the vote. Nevertheless, Eleanor, who was a women's rights activist, worked for bettering 

social conditions, children's rights, and labor rights during her years as first lady. Less popular, in the 

eyes of her husband, the government, and the white population, were her efforts for African American 

civil rights, but despite death treats she voiced unabashed and fearlessly her support for equal rights. 

 

Val-Kill was built especially for Eleanor Roosevelt, 

and it was the place where she could relax and meet 

with friends and family. Apparently her house was 

always buzzing with guests to the despair of several 

cooks, who never knew who or how many to expect 

for lunch. It was here that John F. Kennedy met with 

Eleanor to persuade her to endorse him for president; 

he needed her support for a successful campaign, 

which indicates her powerful position within the 

Democratic Party. Eleanor had previously refused to 

give her support, because she felt he did not take a 

strong enough stand on Civil Rights. Another 

remarkable detail about Val-Kill is that the living 

room's furniture does not match and seems to be put 

together randomly. I was told that Eleanor Roosevelt thought that, as all her friends were so different 

in personality and physical appearance, her furniture needed to offer them a choice that would fit with 

both. 

 

This trip was an educational experience and I thoroughly appreciated the opportunity to become 

acquainted with the Roosevelts, a family that so obviously played a major role in the history of the 

USA. On the sly, I enjoyed looking for and discovering little indicators of Dutch history on Long 

Island and in the Roosevelt family, like the Dutch seventeenth-century Bible that was used when FDR 

was sworn in as president. Apparently, he has been the only president of the USA to choose for this 

purpose a Bible in another language than English. I would like conclude with a major thank you to 

the Roosevelt Study Center, the Theodore Roosevelt Association, and the Roosevelt Institute for 

making this trip possible! 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2015 

The ceremony for the TRAHA 2015 will take place on Friday 17 April 2015. MA theses should be 

submitted to the RSC through the American Studies co-ordinator by 31 December 2014. The jury 

consists of Dr. Joanne van der Woude (University of  Groningen), Dr. George Blaustein (University 

of Amsterdam) and the first prize winner of the TRAHA 2014, Ruth van den Akker. 

 

The first prize will be a trip to Medora and Dickinson in North Dakota. The winner will be a guest of 

the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation and Dickinson State University and visit TR sites in the 

surrounding area and the Badlands. We encourage students interested in competing for the TRAHA 

2015 to contact their thesis supervisor and visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more 

information. 

Val-Kill 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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Report on RSC International PhD Seminar 2014 

On 10 – 12 September 2014, the RSC hosted its seventh international PhD Seminar. This year, nine 

PhD students coming from some of the most important academic institutions in Europe (London 

School of Economics, Institute d'Études Politique in Paris, John F. Kennedy Institute for North 

American Studies in Berlin, and Graduate Institute in Geneva) gathered in Middelburg to present 

their first findings and put the early results of their researches at the test of a wider scientific 

community. 

 

The broad variety of themes and approaches made the seminar an extremely valuable opportunity for 

any of the participants. The PhD students shared with the RSC staff and the guest professors their 

viewpoints on US history, culture, politics, and society. The papers that they presented spanned across 

different fields of inquiry, ranging from post 9/11 US literary production to Theodore Roosevelt's 

policies toward the UK and Japan, from human rights to the global south, and from oil corporations 

to nuclear weapons. 

 

The traditional informal atmosphere 

stimulated the debate among the 

participants. All of the three different 

panels, alternatively focused on the US 

public arena, the Cold War, and the idea of 

empire, proved that the historical inquiry 

about the US still represents a fertile and 

attractive ground in Europe.  

 

Through this experience, the RSC 

achieved a twofold result. First, it 

accomplished once more its mission to 

foster the study of the transatlantic 

relations and the analysis of their historical 

development; second, the center crucially expanded its academic network and contacts. But, since the 

seminar has been specifically designed to improve students' researches, it is their perspective that 

counts more. In their own words, their experience in Middelburg has been "an excellent platform for 

a thorough discussion." They praised the RSC for having provided them with "the perfect setting for 

work and discussions," an "unparalleled opportunity" to discuss their work "with interesting and 

highly knowledgeable people, in a beautiful and relaxed setting," and "a tremendous opportunity for 

personal and professional growth." 

 

The RSC looks forward to organizing similar successful meetings in the near future. Check out our 

website (www.roosevelt.nl) for any news. 

 

 

Report on Bretton Woods Conference 2014 

On 17 – 18 September 2014 the Roosevelt Study Center held a conference entitled "The UN and Post-

war Global Order: Bretton Woods in Perspective," to explore the international history of the original 

United Nations Monetary and Financial Conference (commonly known as Bretton Woods) held 70 

years ago at the Mount Washington Hotel in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire. 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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In an attempt to emulate the international 

character of the 44 delegations present at 

Bretton Woods in 1944, the RSC invited an 

international assembly of scholars from 

across the globe to attend and participate in 

the conference, ranging from the United 

States, Canada, and Chile to the United 

Kingdom, France, Germany, Belgium, the 

Netherlands, Russia, and India. Starting with 

a keynote lecture given by Eric Helleiner 

from the University of Waterloo on the 

international history of Bretton Woods, the 

participants engaged in an intensive two-day conference that covered the pre-history of Bretton 

Woods, the contributions made by many of the national delegations during the Bretton Woods 

Conference, as well as the end of the Bretton Woods system in the early 1970s. In-depth discussions 

ranged over North-South relations, bilateralism versus multilateralism, transnational actors and 

interests, and international development. The conference benefitted greatly from having top-level 

scholars from India and Russia to add new dimensions to the debates. 

 

The UN and Post-war Global Order Conference managed to successfully contest the conventional 

view of Bretton Woods as a sudden, Anglo-American event with little regard for international 

development issues. This was accomplished through an analysis of the truly international character 

of the Bretton Woods Conference, which produced new insights into its complex history. A volume 

will be prepared from the papers which will provide an important contribution to the place of Bretton 

Woods as a founding conference of the United Nations system. 

 

Conference CfP "Return to Sender: American Evangelical Missions in Europe, 

1830-2010" 

Roosevelt Study Center 

15 – 16 July 2015 

 

In 1830 American agencies sent out the first missionaries to continental Europe to establish new 

churches. This act signaled the beginning of a reverse movement of missionary activities. After two 

centuries of European efforts to take care of the souls of North America peoples, missionaries in 

North Americans began to return out of concern for Europe. These trips inaugurated the first stage of 

reverse mission in the modern era. Studies such as Ian Tyrrell's Reforming the World: The Creation 

of America's Moral Empire (2010), Mark Hutchinson and John Wolffe's A Short History of Global 

Evangelicalism (2012), Brian Stanley's, The Global Diffusion of Evangelicalism: The Age of Billy 

Graham and John Stott (2013), revealed the growing global network of Anglo-American 

evangelicalism. These books are more interested in the impressive list of engagements in the "global 

south" than in Europe. However, despite the modest investment in Europe, this return movement 

signaled and previewed the eventual global and multidirectional missionary movement of 

evangelicals. The central question of this conference is how the experiences of American evangelical 

missionaries in Europe helped or failed to bridge the contrasts between the two continents.  

 

This conference seeks to enrich existing scholarship by bringing together experts who examine the 

patterns of American evangelicals’ interaction with European audiences in the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries. In particular, the organizers seek to examine the intentions, implementation, and 
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implications of American evangelical missions in the Old World. The organizers invite 

interdisciplinary, long-term and comparative contributions rather than strictly organizational histories 

of individual mission posts or agencies, The goal is to reveal the similarities and variety in evangelical 

missionary patterns in Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox, or mixed countries in Europe. Ranging from 

Ireland to Russia, Iceland to Sicily, these studies should help to identify the impact of levels of 

economic development, ethnic make-up, political order, social conventions, gender relations, etc. in 

the structure of transatlantic religious exchange. 

 

Individual papers might address the following questions: 

 

Intentions 

Why and when did evangelical churches and organizations identify Europe as a mission field? How 

did they perceive subdivisions in Europe? What did they hope to achieve? How stable and enduring 

(or adaptive) were their programs in the context of a changing international environment? What was 

the impact of military campaigns and peace operations and other political realities on the missionary 

enterprise? What and when did they consider the best windows of opportunities? Which competition 

and which support did the missionaries expect from "colleagues" or in the receiving nations? Did 

American church and free mission agencies differ in their approach to Europe? How did the 

missionary intention change over time? 

 

Implementations 

How important were transnational contacts, such as immigrant connections, official denominational 

structures for the missionaries in Europe? How did the missionaries involve, circumvent, or challenge 

civic and ecclesiastical authorities at home and abroad? Which instruments did the missionaries favor: 

proclamation, humanitarian assistance, education? How did political, technological, and 

communicational developments shape and change the patterns of outreach? How did the 

confrontation with European Christendom and ideologies such as fascism, communism, 

existentialism, color the American missionary approach? Has the European scene attracted pre-

selected groups, with less racial and ethnic diversity than in other receiving areas? How did mission 

projects in European countries intersect with similar projects in the European colonies? Did the 

transfer of leadership of the mission to the receiving cultures (indigenization) resemble similar 

processes in other parts of the world? 

 

Implications 

What did the presence of American evangelical missionaries change in the religious relations and 

proportions in the target areas? How did Americans understand conversion and how did European 

subcultures respond to that call? Did they increase pluralism or weaken the traditional religious 

institutions? How did they benefit or suffer from political pressures? Why did some missions succeed 

and others fail? How close did the recipients identify evangelicals with the broader expansion of 

American power in the world? Was this a positive or a negative force? Did the incorporation of 

Europe in the international evangelical network lead to a transfer of American concerns in Europe, 

such as gender relations, biblical inerrancy, charismatic religion, abortion, intelligent design, 

prophecy? How did returning American missionaries shape their home churches, communities, 

programs, and policies in their perception of Europe? Did the European experiences affect evangelical 

discussions and enterprises at home? Did European evangelicals as a result of these activities gain a 

hearing in North America? 

 

Proposals (300 words) outlining topic, methodology, argument and significance, plus short CV, 

should be submitted to Dr. Hans Krabbendam at jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl and prof. dr. Stefan Paas 

at s.paas@tukampen.nl by March 16, 2015. Three-person panel proposals (1000 words) are also 

welcome. 

 

mailto:jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl
mailto:s.paas@tukampen.nl
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The conference is organized by the Roosevelt Study Center and the Theological University in 

Kampen, in cooperation with the Centre for Imperial and Post-Colonial Studies, University of 

Southampton, the David Bruce Centre for American Studies, Keele University, the Institute of North 

American Studies, King’s College London. The steering committee comprises Dr. Kendrick Oliver 

(Southampton), Professor Axel Schäfer (Keele), Dr. Hans Krabbendam (RSC) and Dr. Uta Balbier 

(KCL). The conference organizers are Hans Krabbendam and Stefan Paas. 

 

RSC Research Grant 

European scholars at all stages in their careers 

(advanced students preparing for a master's or 

doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a publication) 

are invited to apply for a RSC Research Grant. The 

grant consists of a per diem of €45 (covering bed and 

breakfast in a low-budget hotel), payment of travel 

expenses. The minimum research period at the 

Roosevelt Study Center is one week. The maximum 

grant is €550. 
 

All applications for a RSC research grant involving 

research work leading to a master's or doctoral degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising 

the work. The Roosevelt Study Center can only offer a limited number of grants and will divide them 

between applicants from different European countries. Applications for a Roosevelt Study Center 

research grant should be submitted at least two months before the desired period of research.  

 

Visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information, further guidelines, as well as a grant 

application form.  

 

Stagiaires gezocht voor 2015 

Vanaf juli 2015 is er op het Roosevelt Study Center weer plaats voor een 

stagiair(e) op universitair niveau, voor steeds een periode van drie 

maanden. We zoeken een ouderejaarsstudent Amerikanistiek, 

Amerikaanse geschiedenis of internationale betrekkingen die goed Engels 

spreekt en schrijft. Als medewerker beheer je de bibliotheek, bereid je 

internationale conferenties voor, ontsluit je archieven en verzorg je 

vertalingen en redactiewerk voor onder andere een nieuwsbrief en de 

website. Ook verricht je hand- en spandiensten voor de andere teamleden. 

En natuurlijk is er tijd voor je eigen onderzoek. 

 

Wil je graag brede praktijkervaring opdoen in een wetenschappelijk 

instituut en je kennis over Amerika vergroten? Het is een veelzijdige, 

afwisselende stage waar je veel kunt leren, vooral voor studenten die een 

loopbaan als onderzoeker overwegen en wetenschappelijke werkervaring 

willen opdoen. Omdat we een klein instituut zijn komen namelijk alle wetenschappelijke 

werkzaamheden in jouw werk aan bod. We bieden je een stagevergoeding van ongeveer €250 per 

maand en een eventuele tegemoetkoming in je huisvestingskosten. We helpen je ook graag in het 

vinden van woonruimte in het mooie Zeeland. 

 

Het Roosevelt Study Center bevindt zich in de Abdij te Middelburg. Het RSC bevordert 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek en onderwijs over de geschiedenis en cultuur van de Verenigde Staten 

in de twintigste en eenentwintigste eeuw en van de Europees-Amerikaanse betrekkingen, beheert een 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/


 
 25 

 

grote collectie en levert publieksinformatie over deze facetten en is daarnaast een ontmoetingsplaats 

en conferentiecentrum voor Europese en Amerikaanse onderzoekers. 

 

Ben je geïnteresseerd? Stuur dan een schriftelijke reactie naar dr. Hans Krabbendam (rsc@zeeland.nl) 

voorzien van je curriculum vitae. 

 

Reactie van je voorganger: 

"I really enjoyed my time as an intern at the Roosevelt Study Center. 

It offers a very inviting atmosphere where you can study American 

history using their large collection of primary sources. Furthermore 

I had the opportunity to assist at various interesting events, meeting 

an international crowd of scholars. I would recommend this 

internship to anyone interested in deepening his or her knowledge of 

the academic as well as the more practical side of American 

Studies." 

 

Anita Schmale 

 

 

 

 

New Collections 

The Roosevelts: An Intimate History 

Since November 2014 the Ken Burns 

documentary series The Roosevelts: An 

Intimate History is available at the RSC. 

This seven-part film chronicles the lives 

of Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor 

Roosevelt, three members of the most 

prominent and influential family in 

American politics. It is the first time in a 

major documentary television series that 

their individual stories have been 

interwoven into a single narrative. 

 

Documentary History Series 

From January 2015 onwards, four new volumes of the Documentary History Series will be available 

at the RSC. These volumes are: 

 

In the Documentary History of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidency 
Vol. 22 The National Defense Education Act 

Vol. 23 The Dixon-Yates Controversy 

 

In the Documentary History of the John F. Kennedy Presidency 

Vol. 24 Conservation during the Kennedy Administration 

Vol. 25 JFK and the Council of Economic Advisors  

mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
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FULBRIGHT NEWS 

Fulbright Beurs 

Aanvraag indienen voor een Fulbrightbeurs voor wetenschappers/promovendi: 

De aanvraagronde voor beurzen voor het academische jaar 2015 – 2016 is open. De aanvragen 

hiervoor dienen te zijn ontvangen niet later dan 1 december 2014 om 12:00 uur. Op de website vindt 

u de handleiding voor het aanvragen van de beurs met de link naar het online aanvraagformulier. 

 

Deadline aanvraag Fulbrightbeurs voor graduate studie: 

De deadline voor het aanvragen van een Fulbrightbeurs voor graduate studie voor het academisch 

jaar 2015 – 2016 is 29 januari 2015 om 12:00 uur. U vindt de handleiding en voorwaarden voor een 

Fulbrightbeurs en de handleiding voor het onlineaanvraagformulier op de website.  

 

Neemt u eerst de handleiding en de voorwaarden voor een Fulbrightbeurs door om te bepalen of u 

voor deze beurs in aanmerking komt. Daarna kunt u aan het online aanvraagformulier beginnen. De 

link naar dit formulier vindt u in de handleiding. 

 

Meer informatie op www.fulbright.nl. 

 

Prometric Test Center 

Since April 2014 the Fulbright Center in Amsterdam hosts a Prometric Test Center. Prometric is an 

organization that offers some famous test like TOEFL, USMLE and GRE worldwide. Would you like 

these tests at the Fulbright Center? Plan your test with Prometric and choose Amsterdam as location. 

 

Fulbright Scholars 2014/2015 

Professor Deborah Nemko 

Dr. Deborah Nemko, associate professor of music, has been selected as a Fulbright Scholar to the 

Netherlands for 2014 – 2015. She will spend the spring semester of 2015 living in Amsterdam, 

researching, performing, and teaching the suppressed and forgotten Dutch 

composers of World War II. She will be working with the Leo Smit 

Foundation as well as teaching at Utrecht Conservatory, which is part of 

Utrecht University. 

 

"The project is very meaningful, in part because boxes of manuscripts by 

composers no one has heard of continue to arrive at the foundation," Dr. 

Nemko said. "They are so shorthanded that they cannot possibly go 

through all of the information that is emerging." The works are by 

composers who were too afraid to publish during the war because they 

were Jewish and would face punishment. Other compositions are by those 

who simply did not survive the war. 

 

The work draws on a long-held interest of Dr. Nemko. "My mentor at the University of Illinois, Dr. 

Alexander Ringer, was a Dutch Jew and concentration camp survivor," she said. "His influence on 

me was very formative as a musician, so the project is powerful both concerning the potential 

contribution to music history and in sharing with the Dutch an understanding of their own musical 

birthright, as well as the personal connection through my mentor." 

 

The award period is four months and Dr. Nemko will be in the Netherlands beginning early next year. 

The award is split 50-50 between research and teaching. 

http://www.fulbright.nl/


 
 27 

 

Professor John Corrigan 

John Corrigan, Professor of Religion and History at the Florida 

State University has been selected as a Fulbright scholar to spend 

the spring semester of 2015 at the Roosevelt Study Center in 

Middelburg. He will be working on his book on religion, 

intolerance, and recent American foreign policy. He finds that: 

"religious violence is one of the most complex problems of the 

early twenty-first century and one for which solutions are urgently 

needed." He will divide his book in three parts, of which the first 

two will narrate a history of religious intolerance and violence in 

America and explain how American celebration of religious freedom has obscured that history. At 

the Roosevelt Study Center, John Corrigan will mainly focus on the third and last section of his book, 

in which he will describe what American forgetting of its intolerant past has meant for recent US 

foreign policy regarding religion and violence. Furthermore, he hopes to refine his thinking about 

American foreign policy with regard to religious intolerance by drawing upon the expertise of Dutch 

historians. 

 

Interview with Professor William Harris 

From September until December 2014 Professor 

William Harris from the Department of History of the 

University of New Hampshire is the Fulbright 

Distinguished Research Chair at the Roosevelt Study 

Center. While here he is working on his book project: 

The South since the Civil War: A History. 

 

I had the honor to interview Professor Harris. In the 

library of the Roosevelt Study Center he elaborated on 

this project. As a professor he a taught a course on 

"History and Literature in the South Since the Civil 

War." His students read historical monographs, but they 

also read southern literature like the novels of William 

Faulkner. Harris is trying to put his years of developing 

this course into a book. He says, "Often when people 

think about the South, they think of Gone With the Wind 

or a Faulkner chapter. Those are rooted in the history of 

the South. One of the interesting things about southern 

literature until recently is that most of the famous works 

are historical novels. They describe the past and 

sometimes they are very accurate and sometimes they are not, but people's understanding of the South 

often comes from those novels rather than from the usual kinds of historical evidence. On the other 

hand, in the past thirty years there has been a great deal of excellent scholarship on  the South. Some 

of it is very accessible, but a lot of it is very specialized. So I am trying to synthesize both things: 

specialized historical literature and the literary portrayals of the South, and how those interact for 

general readers." General readers are very important to Harris. He wants scholars to think his research 

is good, but he also wants ordinary readers to be able to read The South since the Civil War, to learn 

both about the history of the US South, about its literature, and how the literature has affected how 

people think about it. 

 

"The South is a very complicated and diverse region," Harris says. "There are mountainous areas, 

plantation areas, coasts, big cities and rural places. It is huge. But what united it after the Civil War 

until the Civil Rights Movement was Jim Crow. Every state had segregation laws and voting 
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restrictions, and governments tolerated a level of violence, including lynchings, that reinforced white 

supremacy. The Civil Rights Movement eventually brought down segregation laws and ended the 

voting restrictions. Therefore the last chapter of the book is going to be titled 'The End of Southern 

History.' I am trying to do a subtle thing. There are still typical things that you could recognize if you 

are in the South, that you can find nowhere else. The South is for instance more Protestant and more 

conservative. But the glue that made it all one region has dissolved. So now Atlanta, Georgia seems 

almost to belong to a different region from a rural county in southern Alabama or the Mississippi 

Delta. As the sociologist John Shelton Reed put it, the South is shrinking. There are parts in the South, 

especially parts of Mississippi, Alabama, southern Georgia and Louisiana, that have changed 

relatively little compared with fifty years ago. But on the other hand Atlanta now has a very large 

influx of affluent African Americans, who come there for jobs, like many of the high paid athletes 

and television stars, who choose to live there. It is a center of black intellectual and cultural life." 

 

At my question how he fits the still existing racism within this argument he answers: "Racism still 

exists in the South. It is not that racism is gone. But racism there is more like in the rest of the country. 

Whereas racism in the past was institutionalized in laws, segregation and a tolerance of violence, now 

open racism is not tolerated anymore. So now it is more like racism in Boston, Los Angeles or 

Chicago. It is there, but it is not southern anymore, but part of a national racism. If you look at the 

whole South, Obama got 47% of the votes in 2008. That is inconceivable from earlier times. There is 

a point in the late 1970s when for the first time since the Civil War more African Americans moved 

to the South than out of the South. It tells me that something basic has changed." And at this point 

the southern literature and the historical narrative come together. Harris argues: "Things have 

changed, also in southern literature. Southern writers do not particularly write historical novels 

anymore. They write more about things, like other writers do. And at the same time, those things we 

think of as southern have become available to the entire world. In Prague I heard a blues singer, and 

what you might think is a southern novel, can be written by someone who has never lived or even 

been in the South." 

 

This change was not sudden. The start was actually made during the Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

Truman years. And this is what Harris is working on during his time at the Roosevelt Study Center. 

He explains: "In the 1930s and during the New Deal I think national power was injected into the 

South in a new way. It was also the beginning of what would later be called the Civil Rights 

Movement, with the interracial unions and the NAACP getting more active. Some people of the 

Roosevelt administration tried to end discrimination. That accelerated during World War II, and by 

the time Truman became president, the Democratic party – a party that used to be the party of white 

supremacy – had a very strong Civil Rights platform. So the period from 1930 to 1948 is a crucial 

turning point and the library of the Roosevelt Study Center enables me to draw on that the literature 

on that period. The RSC also enables me to write uninterruptedly. I like teaching, but I need some 

time to write. However, I will also give presentations in Groningen, Utrecht, Berlin, Belfast and 

Dublin while I am here. This gives me a chance to present my research to the audience I am interested 

in. They are interested in the South and they have some familiarity with Southern literature, but they 

are not experts. These are the kind of readers I hope to reach, and their questions and feedback will 

be really helpful to me. But still I want scholars to think I have done good work, so there is a balance 

I am looking for." 

 

Harris' earlier works also revolve around the US South. He told me about his youth when I asked 

where this interest in the South comes from. "I grew up in the South  . I went to a segregated high 

school. Only two years after I left school, my school district became integrated. I lived near Atlanta, 

Georgia, where Martin Luther King Jr. was from, so I grew up very conscious of segregation and 

civil rights issues. It was part of my life. I was not a civil rights activist, but once I became a historian 

I was drawn to the fundamental contradiction in American life, which is around race. It is not limited 

to the South, but especially important in the South. It is very easy for Americans in particular to 
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stereotype all Southerners. The South has a function in allowing non-Southerners to say the only 

racist part of the US is the South. As a teacher in New England, the home of the abolitionists, I try to 

embed this story as part of a national story about race. There is a difference between the South and 

the rest, but that difference is not that the South is racist and the rest is not. The difference is that race 

took different forms in different places." 

 

Eventually I asked Harris about his experiences in the Netherlands. We talked about its history and 

the historical buildings. He finds the fact that the history of the Netherlands is embedded in its 

landscape interesting. "Seeing landscape that human beings created is remarkable. To see how 

important water has been and how the Dutch both fought against it and cooperated with it over many 

centuries has been fascinating. And I like the liveliness of the cities. Middelburg is a small city, but I 

also have been to Amsterdam and Rotterdam. The architecture of Rotterdam is amazing and yet not 

too far away you see the old and modern windmills juxtapose with each other. And it is very easy to 

get around by train. You do not need a car. Not many places in the United States allow that." 

 

Professor William Harris will work at the Roosevelt Study Center until the end of the year. He hopes 

to travel more places in the Netherlands and he will give some lectures on Dutch universities. 

 

Heleen Blommers 
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CONFERENCES & SEMINARS 

Transatlantic Studies Association 14th Annual Conference – Call for Papers 

Roosevelt Study Center 

Middelburg 

6 – 8 July 2015 

 

Keynote lectures: 

 Jessica Gienow-Hecht, Free University, Berlin 

 Inderjeet Parmar, City University, London 

 

Plenary Roundtable: 

The Transatlantic Paradigm Reconsidered 

 

Following on from its successful conference at the University of Ghent, the Transatlantic Studies 

Association is moving on to the Netherlands for its 14th annual conference in July 2015. 

 

Established in 2002, the TSA is a broad network of scholars who use the "transatlantic" as a frame of 

reference for their work in political, economic, cultural, historical, environmental, literary, and 

IR/security studies. All transatlantic-themed paper and panel proposals from these disciplines are 

welcome. The Middelburg conference also encourages proposals/panels that: 

- investigate the relevance and significance of the "transatlantic" for a certain discipline or field; 

- that explore it through frames of reference such as ideology, empire, race, religion, migration, 

political mobilization, or social movements; 

- that incorporate perspectives that involve north-south and south-south transatlantic connections, 

as well as north-north; 

- that link the "transatlantic" to other key perspectives such as the transnational or the cosmopolitan. 

 

Both panel proposals and individual papers are welcome. Panel proposals are encouraged to include 

a discussant. New members and junior scholars are especially welcome. 

Please send individual paper proposals (a 300 word abstract + brief CV) and complete panel proposals 

(300 word overview + 300 word abstracts for the papers + brief CVs) to the conference email 

2015TSA14@gmail.com. 

 

Deadline for panel and paper proposals: 1 December 2014 

 

Due to limited accommodation options in the town of Middelburg, it is highly recommended that 

participants organize their accommodation as early as possible. Every effort will therefore be made 

to accept proposals as soon as possible after the 1 December deadline. 

The Roosevelt Study Center can be contacted at rsc@zeeland.nl for information on accommodation 

options. 

 

TSA Chair and local conference organizer: 

Giles Scott-Smith, g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl 

 

Conference committee: 

Victor Gavin, Mark Meirowitz, Alexandre Moreli, Sirpa Salenius, Roberta ter Haar, Pia Wiegmink, 

David Woolner 

 

For further information on TSA please visit www.transatlanticstudies.com.  

mailto:2015TSA14@gmail.com
mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
mailto:g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Catholic Borderlands 

Anne M. Martínez, Catholic Borderlands: Mapping Catholicism onto American Empire, 1905 – 

1935. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2014. 

 

Catholic Borderlands demonstrates that Catholics played a subversive 

role in the American empire in the early twentieth century. Wielding 

Mexico's religious crisis during the Mexican Revolution as a sword, 

American Catholics simultaneously benefitted from and sought to 

undermine American expansion. Catholics were pleased with formal 

and informal annexation of former Spanish territories through the 

Spanish-American War and interventions in Mexico. However, they 

resisted cultural aspects of American empire and fought to sustain the 

Catholic souls in these new American territories in the face of 

Americanization and proselytizing efforts. Martínez injects culture, 

specifically Catholicism, into US-Mexico relations to provide a 

nuanced understanding of this pivotal moment in redefining each 

nation on its own, and in relation to the other. 

 

 

 

 

 

How Dutch Americans Stayed Dutch 

Michael J. Douma, How Dutch Americans Stayed Dutch: An Historical Perspective on Ethnic 

Identities. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2014. 

 

This study explores Dutch identity in the United States, 

demonstrating how over time Dutch Americans have remained 

persistently present as a distinct group, yet at the same time have 

represented a wide range of perspectives on "Dutchness" itself. 

Exploring the long history of Dutch identity, Michael J. Douma 

argues that the very flexibility of the concept of Dutchness has 

enabled this ethnic group to evolve to meet changing 

circumstances even as it has allowed Dutch Americans to retain 

a sense of themselves as fundamentally Dutch. 

 

Michael J. Douma is an Assistant Professor of History at James 

Madison University. Author of Veneklasen Brick (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2005), he has also written for the New York Times, 

American Studies, South African Historical Journal, and Dutch 

Crossings. 
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American Mimicry? 

Wybren Verstegen, "American Mimicry? De planteraristocratie en de Amerikaanse 

Burgeroorlog," Virtus: Jaarboek voor Adelsgeschiedenis 20 (2013) 84 – 107. 
 

The historiography concerning the 

European aristocracy can be 

enriched by looking at the 

aristocratic society that developed 

in the Antebellum US South. Just 

as many would-be noblemen in 

Europe, the planter elite in the 

South tried to create an aristocratic 

society that mirrored a "knightly" 

and noble European past. Most 

planters never accomplished an 

aristocratic status, but living an 

aristocratic life à l'Anglaise was 

always the goal of their endeavors. 

Some of them became extremely 

rich and are qualified as well-bred, 

cosmopolitan, intellectual, well educated, articulate and fit for political leadership. Slavery formed 

the backbone of their wealth, but the uglier aspects of it (violence against sexual harassment of slaves) 

were hidden from the world to hold up the appearance of civility. The Confederate cause gained some 

popularity in English aristocratic circles during the Civil War, but to no avail. Their world was 

smashed, especially by general Sherman, who deliberately humiliated the South by a démasqué of 

their chivalry, destroying the plantations and freeing their supposedly happy slaves. 

 

GRANTS 

 

Terra Foundation for American Art 

International Essay Prize 

 

The Terra Foundation for American Art 

International Essay Prize recognizes excellent scholarship by a non-US scholar in the field of 

historical American art. Manuscripts should advance the understanding of American art, 

demonstrating new findings and original perspectives. The prize winner will be given the opportunity 

to work toward publication in American Art, the Smithsonian American Art Museum's scholarly 

journal. He or she will also receive a $1.000 cash award and a travel stipend of up to $3.000 to give 

a presentation in Washington, D.C., and meet with museum staff and fellows. This annual prize is 

supported by funding from the Terra Foundation for American Art. 

 

PhD candidates and above who have not published in American Art previously are eligible to 

participate in the competition. Essays may focus on any aspect of historical (pre-1980) American art 

and visual culture; however, architecture and film studies are not eligible. Preference will be given to 

submissions that address American art within a cross-cultural context and offer new ways of thinking 

about the material. A strong emphasis on visual analysis is encouraged. 

 

Submissions for the 2015 prize must be sent to TerraEssayPrize@si.edu by 15 January 2015. For 

more information about eligibility and the format for submissions, please visit 

www.americanart.si.edu/research/awards/terra. 

 

mailto:TerraEssayPrize@si.edu
http://www.americanart.si.edu/research/awards/terra
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Research Travel Grants to the US 

The Terra Foundation offers Research Travel Grants to enable scholars outside the United States to 

consult resources that are only available within the United States. These grants provide support for 

research on topics concerning American art and visual culture prior to 1980. Grant funding is 

available for short-term travel (3 months maximum) that gives scholars opportunities to: 

- Discover new source material; 

- Experience works of art first-hand in museums and private collections; 

- Consult local archives and library collections; and 

- Establish professional networks for future research. 

 

Applications are due 15 January 2015; awards will be announced in May 2015. 

 

 

Smithsonian American Art Museum Fellowship 

The Smithsonian American Art Museum and its Renwick 

Gallery invite applications for research fellowships in art and 

visual culture of the United States. Fellowships are residential 

and support full-time independent and dissertation research. 

 

The Smithsonian American Art Museum is home to one of the largest and most inclusive collections 

of American art in the world. Its artworks reveal America's rich artistic and cultural history from the 

colonial period to today. The collection is housed in a National Historic Landmark building shared 

by the National Portrait Gallery and the Archives of American Art. More than 3.000 artworks can be 

accessed daily in the Museum's Luce Foundation Center, the first visible art storage and study center 

in Washington, D.C. Contemporary American craft is featured in the Renwick Gallery, a branch of 

the Museum located across from the White House that will reopen in 2015 following a major 

renovation. 

 

Each scholar is provided a carrel in the Fellowship Office, located across the street from the Museum. 

Available research resources there include a 180.000-volume library that specializes in American art, 

history, and biography; the Archives of American Art; the graphics collections of American Art and 

the Portrait Gallery; the Joseph Cornell Study Center and the Nam June Paik Archive; as well as a 

variety of image collections and research databases. During their stay at the Smithsonian American 

Art Museum, scholars will be part of one of the nation's oldest and most distinguished fellowship 

programs in American art, and will have the opportunity to attend a wide variety of lectures, 

symposia, and professional workshops. Short research trips are also possible. 

 

The stipend for a one-year predoctoral fellowship is $32.500, plus research and travel allowances. 

The stipend for a one-year senior or postdoctoral fellowship is $47.500, plus research and travel 

allowances. The standard term of residency is twelve months, but shorter terms will be considered; 

stipends are prorated for periods of less than twelve months. 

 

1 December 2014 is the application deadline for fellowships to begin on or after 1 June 2015. 

 

For more information and a link to the online application for the Smithsonian Institution Fellowship 

Program, please visit our website at www.AmericanArt.si.edu/fellowships. Applicants should 

propose a primary advisor from the Smithsonian American Art Museum to be eligible for a fellowship 

at this unit. 

http://www.americanart.si.edu/fellowships
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JFK Institute Berlin 

 

The Graduate School of North American Studies of the Freie Universität Berlin invites applications 

for ten Doctoral Grants and four Postdoctoral Positions starting 1 October 2015. 

 

The School's program is interdisciplinary in its approach and focuses on the social, economic and 

cultural changes impacting the United States and Canada at the beginning of the twentyfirst century. 

Special attention is given to the crisis-prone transformations running through American society today. 

Areas of emphasis include domestic and foreign policy, economic development, ethnic identity and 

relations, as well as recent transformations in media, art, literature, culture, and religion. The language 

of instruction is English. 

 

Applicants interested in pursuing a doctoral or postdoctoral research project with an emphasis in 

North American Studies must have a completed degree (Master or the equivalent/Doctorate) with 

above average marks in one of the following disciplines or closely related academic programs: 

American Cultural Studies, American Literature, History, Political Science, Sociology, Economics, 

and are expected to submit an outline of their doctoral/postdoctoral research project. 

 

Doctoral grants are awarded for a maximum of three years; candidates with children receive a fourth 

year of funding. Continued funding is dependent on the candidate's performance and positive annual 

evaluations of his /her work. Doctoral scholarships amount to €1.468 per month. 

 

Funding for postdoctoral researchers will be on the basis of non-renewable two-year contracts. 

Postdoctoral positions (75%) offer a gross salary between €2.475 and €3.571 depending on previous 

job experience. 

 

Electronic applications in one pdf-file (maximum 5 MB) should be sent to the attention of Dr. David 

Bosold at application@gsnas.fu-berlin.de no later than 31 January 2015. 

 

Further information on application requirements, the application form and the graduate program can 

be found under the link http://www.jfki.fu-berlin.de/en/graduateschool/index.html. 

 

Please address all inquiries to the attention of Gabi Bodmeier at office@gsnas.fu-berlin.de. 

  

mailto:application@gsnas.fu-berlin.de
http://www.jfki.fu-berlin.de/en/graduateschool/index.html
mailto:office@gsnas.fu-berlin.de
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LECTURES, EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS 

Mark Rothko Exhibition 

20 October 2014 – 1 March 2015, Gemeentemusuem Den Haag 

The Gemeentemuseum Den Haag will feature an 

exhibition of the works of the renowned artist Mark 

Rothko. Rothko is famous for the "classic style" he 

used from the 1950s onward. By painting large color 

fields on outsize canvases, he aimed to use color to 

evoke emotion: from jubilant yellow and pink to 

sombre blue and black. The vast square or rectangular 

monochromes seem to overflow their canvases and 

were intended by Rothko to overwhelm and engulf the 

viewer. The exhibition will include plenty of these 

"classic style" paintings but also examples of the less 

well-known early work, in which Rothko moved 

towards abstraction via a kind of Fauve-like Realism 

and a highly personal form of Surrealism. The 

exhibition will draw on recent research on Rothko's 

transitional period. The exhibition will be accompanied by a lavishly illustrated catalogue containing 

essays by Harry Cooper, Franz-W. Kaiser, Joost Zwagerman and other writers. 

 

Under Construction: New Positions in American Photography 

17 September – 10 December 2014, Fotomuseum Amsterdam 

Foam presents "Under Construction – New 

Positions in American Photography," a group 

exhibition featuring the work of nine young 

American and Canadian artists: Sara VanDerBeek, 

Lucas Blalock, Joshua Citarella, Jessica Eaton, 

Daniel Gordon, Owen Kydd, Matt Lipps, Matthew 

Porter and Kate Steciw. Even though the results of 

the artists' individual ar  tistic practices are very 

diverse, the mentality, methodology and 

presentation of their work show a number of 

remarkable similarities. 

 

A key characteristic is the investigative attitude 

they adopt to the photographic image and its 

representation. All of the participating artists are 

explicitly engaged in a fundamental reassessment 

of the value and significance of photography in the 

early twentie-first century. The far-reaching 

digitisation of society exerts an unparalleled 

influence on almost every aspect of the medium. 

This ranges from completely new photographic 

techniques (digitisation of the equipment) and the 
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use of the photographic image (distribution via digital networks) to the value and significance of 

photography itself (in view of the never-ending stream of many millions of photographic images that 

are being taken, distributed and manipulated every day). 

 

This fundamental reassessment is particularly appropriate and important in a society in which so 

much culturally relevant information is communicated via images and where an unprecedented and 

extremely complex dynamic has developed between images. In this new world, how can photography 

or a photograph be defined? What is the value and significance of photography in this age? How are 

photographic images created? How does photography relate to reality? What is the function of images 

in a society in which digitisation has so fundamentally altered the way we communicate (socially, 

politically and commercially)? What is the position of photography in the complex dynamic of 

contemporary networks? What is the relationship of the medium and its users to tradition and the 

past? What is the role of the creator? 

 

These kinds of questions are of the utmost relevance for this new generation image makers. This is a 

reinvention of photography within a totally different societal context, taking account of more than 

150 years of photographic history. It is no less than a photographic renaissance. 

 

Mark Cohen Exhibition: Dark Knees 

13 september 2014 – 11 januari 2015, Nederlands Fotomuseum Rotterdam 

Het Nederlands Fotomuseum presenteert 

van 13 september 2014 tot en met 11 

januari 2015 meer dan honderddertig 

vintage afdrukken van de Amerikaanse 

straatfotograaf Mark Cohen. Onder de titel 

Dark Knees is een groot overzicht van zijn 

werk uit de periode 1969 tot en met 2012 

voor het eerst in Nederland te zien. Een 

opmerkelijk oeuvre, geroemd in de jaren 

zeventig met een tentoonstelling in het 

Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New 

York en recentelijk herontdekt in Europa. 

Zijn eigenzinnige stijl van fotograferen springt direct in het oog. Fragmenten van gebaren, houdingen 

en lichamen vormen de basis van ieder werk. Zijn unieke beeldtaal plaatst hem in een lange traditie 

van grote straatfotografen zoals Eugène Atget, Robert Frank en Garry Winogrand. 

 

Mark Cohen fotografeert al veertig jaar in de straten van zijn woonplaats Wilkes-Barre, een voormalig 

mijnstadje in Pennsylvania. Hij heeft een zeer eigen stijl van fotograferen, waarbij hij zijn camera 

dicht bij mensen in de buurt brengt om hen, vaak zonder hun medeweten, slechts ten dele te 

fotograferen. De close-ups die daardoor ontstaan vallen op door de grote aandacht voor de textuur 

van de kleding of de huid van de gefotografeerde persoon, wat nog eens wordt versterkt door het 

"inflitsen." Cohen komt vaak zó dicht bij zijn onderwerp, dat de foto's een ongemakkelijk gevoel 

geven. De fotograaf, en dus ook de kijker, dringen het privédomein van de gefotografeerde persoon 

binnen. Ze zijn té dicht bij gemaakt, met afgesneden kaders dwars door lichamen en zelfs gezichten. 

De betekenis en het waarom van de foto wordt echter nooit helemaal duidelijk. Dit gegeven vormt 

zowel het raadsel als de artistieke kracht van Cohens werk. 
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Het Nederlands Fotomuseum plaatst het werk van Cohen voor het voetlicht omdat zijn eigenzinnige 

stijl sterk aansluit bij de manier waarop we tegenwoordig met het medium omgaan: subjectief, 

gefragmenteerd, in close-up en obsessief. Zowel zijn zwart-wit foto's als een aantal bijzondere dye 

transfers (kleurenafdrukken) zijn dit najaar te zien in de monumentale tentoonstellingsruimte van het 

museum. Dark Knees is een monografische tentoonstelling die past binnen de aandacht die het 

Nederlands Fotomuseum met regelmaat besteedt aan ontwikkelingen in de documentaire fotografie 

met een maatschappelijke betekenis. Dark Knees is een coproductie met Le Bal, centrum voor 

documentaire fotografie in Parijs, en samengesteld door Diane Dufour (directeur Le Bal) en Frits 

Gierstberg (curator Nederlands Fotomuseum). 

 

Mark Cohen (1943, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania) woont en werkt al zijn hele leven in het stadje 

Wilkes-Barre in Pennsylvania. Geïnspireerd door het boek The Decisive Moment (1952) van Henri 

Cartier-Bresson richtte hij zich op de fotografie. Hij volgde opleidingen aan de Penn State University 

en het Wilkes College en opende in 1966 zijn eigen commerciële fotostudio. In de jaren zeventig 

werd zijn werk geëerd met een solotentoonstelling in het Museum of Modern Art in New York. Cohen 

ontving twee keer een Guggenheim Fellowship en één keer een beurs van de National Endownment 

for the Arts. In 2005 verscheen zijn zwart-wit fotografie voor het eerst in een monografie bij 

Powerhouse Books als Grim Street. 

 

IDFA 

19 – 30 November 2014, Amsterdam 

 

At the International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam 

57 American Documentaries will be shown. Look for the 

complete program at www.idfa.nl. 

 

 

John Adams Institute: Naomi Klein 

25 November 2014, 7:30pm at Tuschinski Amsterdam 

 

Naomi Klein, author and one of the key figures in the "alter-globalization movement," sees climate 

change as a catalyst for change and a better world. With her new book This Changes Everything, 

Naomi Klein opens her readers' eyes – as she did in her bestsellers No Logo and The Shock Doctrine 

– with a merciless analysis: everything must change. In a society that revolves around capitalism, we 

must first change the underlying social, economic and political ideologies before we can save nature. 

 

Time Magazine called the book a "the first truly honest book ever written about climate change." Join 

us for an evening about society, urgency and our ability to change. During this evening we will show 

clips of the documentary based on This Changes Everything, made by filmmaker Avi Lewis. 

 

Moderator: Joris Luyendijk 

 

In cooperation with De Geus publishers, IDFA and Oxfam Novib 

Tickets: €10. No additional discount for JAI members. 

 

Look for further information at www.john-adams.nl.  

http://www.idfa.nl/
http://www.john-adams.nl/
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H. Krabbendam, penningmeester 

Roosevelt Study Center 

Postbus 6001 

4330 LA Middelburg 

Tel.: 0118-631590 
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NASA-lidmaatschap per jaar: 

€ 30 (Studenten: € 12,50 / € 25 voor 3 jaar) 

Rekening: 

NL23 INGB 0002 976924 (IBAN) 

INGBNL2A (BIC) 

t.n.v. NASA te Middelburg 

 

Deadline volgende nummer: 

1 maart 2015 

 

Website: 

http://www.netherlands-america.nl 

CALENDAR 

2014 
Now – 10 

December 2014r 

Under Construction. 

Amsterdam. 

Now – 11 January 

2015 

Dark Knees. 

Rotterdam. 

Now – 1 March 

2015 

Mark Rothko 

Exhibition. Den 

Haag. 

19 November – 30 

November 

IDFA. Amsterdam. 

25 November Naomi Klein at JAI. 

Amsterdam. 

4 December NASA Fall Event. 

Amsterdam. 

4 December StudentNASA Day. 

Amsterdam. 

 

2015 
February StudentNASA Day. 

Utrecht. 

Spring Amerikanistendag. 

Groningen. 

17 April TRAHA ceremony. 

Middelburg. 

April StudentNASA Day. 

Nijmegen. 

May StudentNASA trip to 

Washington, D.C. 

18 – 20 June NASA Spring 

Conference. 

6 – 8 July TSA Conference. 

Middelburg. 

15 – 16 July Return to Sender 

Conference. 

Middelburg. 

 

mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
mailto:m.e.messmer@rug.nl
mailto:d.a.pargas@hum.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl
http://www.netherlands-america.nl/
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