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NASA-NIEUWS 

 

 

 

 

Bestuursbericht 
 

It remained exciting until the last minute. American Studies students throughout the Netherlands 

were able to follow the dramatic neck-and-neck race between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 

during a wide range of local election-night events until CNN and other TV networks began to 

project Obama’s re-election after he had managed to win the key state Ohio. Celebrating his victory 

in Chicago, Obama highlighted his committment to the values of peace, compassion and tolerance 

in addressing the US’s major economic and political challenges lying ahead, and he especially also 

thanked all his ethnic voters by reconfirming his vision of an inclusive nation. Yet even though 

Latinos/as (71% of whom supported Obama) must have applauded his reassurance that “we are an 

American family and we rise and fall together as one nation and as one people,” they are getting 

increasingly concerned about his announcement to “fix[] our immigration system.” While Obama’s 

executive order of June this year (which allows those who entered the US illegally as children to 

stay and work for at least two years) has no doubt won him many Latino/a votes, it is also 

noteworthy that the levels of deportations have risen to high levels during his first term in office. 

 

From a European perspective, this election outcome has found much applause, especially after Mitt 

Romney had managed to alienate not only Britain but also Poland’s avidly pro-US Solidarność 

leaders during his tour earlier this summer, which Washington Post editorialist Eugene Robinson 

referred to as a “Gaffepalooza.” But as André Kaspi, professor emeritus at Paris Sorbonne, reminds 

us so poignantly: “Europeans don’t count in American elections,” and even Obama’s re-election 

probably cannot hide the fact that Europe’s importance for the US will gradually decline in favor of 

Asia and the Pacific Rim.  

 

In the meantime, the NASA board has undergone some changes during the past few months. We are 

very pleased to welcome Ann Wilson of Leiden University College, The Hague, and Roel van den 

Oever of VU University Amsterdam as new board members while Diederik Oostdijk (VU) and 

Marja Roholl (UvA) have ended their terms on the board. I would like to extend a very warm thank-

you to both Diederik and Marja for their invaluable contributions over the years and their untiring 

committment to NASA.  

 

But I would also like to thank all current board members for their hard work, and I very much look 

forward to continuing this cordial cooperation while we are launching into the preparations for the 

next EAAS conference that will take place in The Hague in 2014. A first call for panel proposals 

has been included in this issue of the newsletter, and we hope that many NASA members will 

consider submitting a proposal to celebrate the fact that in 2014, EAAS will finally return to the 

Netherlands again after 34 years!  

 

 

Marietta Messmer 

NASA Chair 
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New Board Members NASA  
 

Roel van den Oever 

In October 2012 Roel van den Oever joined the 

NASA-board a as representative of VU University in 

the place of Professor Diederik Oostdijk. 

 

On June 15 2012, Roel van den Oever received a 

cum laude doctorate at Maastricht University with a 

Ph.D. dissertation on the cultural representation of 

Momism in postwar America. Promotor was Prof. 

Dr. Maaike Meijer (Maastricht University), co-

promotor was Dr. Renée C. Hoogland (Wayne State 

University, USA). A trade edition of the dissertation 

was published by Palgrave Macmillan under the title 

Mama’s Boy: Momism and Homophobia in Postwar 

American Culture. Van den Oever currently works 

as Assistant Professor English Literature and 

American Studies at VU University Amsterdam. 

 

From the 1940s until the early 1970s, American sociologists and psychiatrists advanced the idea 

that an over-affectionate or too-distant mother - or better, Mom - hampers the social and 

psychosexual development of her children, in particular of her sons, in extremis causing conditions 

such as asthma, autism, and schizophrenia. Deemed worst of all was the outcome of a queer son, 

since the period saw an intense policing of sexual deviancy, incited especially by Senator Joseph 

McCarthy’s vilification of communists and homosexuals alike. 

 

After presenting an historical overview of Momism and its 

attendant homophobia, the dissertation zooms in on four 

selected instances of their joint cultural representation. Three 

of the texts are by canonical authors, to indicate the 

centrality of Momism in postwar American culture. They are 

the play Suddenly Last Summer (Tennessee Williams, 1958), 

the film Psycho (Alfred Hitchcock, 1960), and the novel 

Portnoy’s Complaint (Philip Roth, 1969). The other text is 

the novel The Grotto (Grace Zaring Stone, 1951), today 

largely forgotten but deserving of a new readership. 

 

The four fictional texts are read in three different ways. First, 

they support the central beliefs of Momism and homophobia, 

i.e., they place the blame for a son’s queer sexuality with his 

mother. Second, they convey alternative imaginations and 

appreciations, too: Mom is not always held responsible for 

her son’s intriguing sexual transgressions. In this manner, 

the received historical understanding of Momism is 

corrected: it was never a univocal discourse, but always 

already contained the seeds of its own undoing. Third, the 

texts give rise to methodological reflections on the practice 

of interpretation, in particular regarding oppositional reading, narrative closure, character 

engagement, and responding with laughter/ridicule. In the conclusion, these reflections are taken 

together to propose a specific reading strategy for future interpretations of other fictional Momism 

texts. 
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Ann Marie Wilson 
In October 2012 Ann Marie Wilson joined the NASA-board as a 

representative of Leiden University College. 

 

Ann Marie Wilson is an Assistant Professor and Tutor at Leiden University 

College The Hague, where she offers courses in modern United States and 

transnational history. Her broad teaching and research interests include U.S. 

social, cultural, and political history; transnational social movements; histories 

of human rights; histories of globalization; and women’s and gender history. 

  

Ann completed her Ph.D. at Harvard University in 2010 and is now 

completing a study of American involvement in international humanitarian campaigns during the 

long nineteenth century. Her doctoral dissertation, “Taking Liberties Abroad: Americans and 

International Humanitarian Advocacy, 1821-1914,” examined a variety of social mobilizations in 

defense of “humanity”: from efforts to protect Ottoman Christians and Eastern European Jews, to 

campaigns against African slavery, to agitation on behalf of Russian political dissidents. Her work 

relates these movements to currents of nineteenth-century globalization and emphasizes the wide 

range of reformers - including abolitionists, missionaries, woman suffragists, émigré nationalists, 

African American journalists, and Jewish communal leaders - who competed to define the proper 

role for the United States in international affairs.   

  

Ann is also at work devising a second project on the history of feminist contributions to the field of 

International Relations during the interwar period, focusing largely on transnational women’s 

networks emanating from The Hague. 

 

 

NASA Fall Event 2012 Report 
 

On November 2, 2012, due to the proximity of the 2012 U.S. 

presidential elections, the Netherlands American Studies 

Association organized a Presidential Electoral Forum, which has 

been hosted by the University of Leiden. Dutch experts and 

visiting speakers from the U.S. analyzed the campaign, assessed 

the strengths and weaknesses of the presidential candidates, and 

tried to predict the result. 

 

In his keynote speech, the 2012 Roosevelt Study Center 

Fulbright-Dow scholar and Associate Professor of History at San 

Francisco State University Charles Postel  highlighted the role of 

the Tea Party in American politics and elections. He described the 

several features of this radical Republican faction and explained 

how it became a major factor both in the 2010 mid-term elections 

and in the 2012 presidential campaign. First of all, Professor 

Postel showed how the emphasis on taxation, one of the main 

arguments of the Tea Party’s rhetoric, is basically unfair, because 

in the last decades the U.S. taxes have actually declined. Secondly, Professor Postel argued that the 

Tea Party is animated by a racialized protest that uses the concept of a vague and imaginary “white 

slavery” as its main bastion. Moreover, in Postel’s views, Tea Party’s members look at the Obama’s 

“democratic socialism” - or “Mau Mau Socialism” according to the so-called birthers - as a threat 

for the free market and the American society as a whole. Finally, Professor Postel argued that 

Gingrich’s struggle against what he has called “Obama secular socialist machine” is just a vivid 
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example of how Tea Party’s radical rhetoric has influenced Republican stances. According to 

Professor Postel, the GOP has been traditionally dominated by moderates, who were under siege, 

however, from the mid-1970s onward thus progressively losing power and influence. Such a 

process has led to a complete domination of the Tea Party faction over the rest of the GOP from 

2010 onward. At that point, Tea Party’s members, who nowadays represent no more than 23% of 

the population, have been able to dictate the agenda of the entire GOP. There are several main 

reasons for this process. First of all, the structure of the Tea Party is composed of the most wealthy 

and motivated people, especially at the local level. Secondly, the Tea Party has established many 

training units within the country and it has an impressive organizational machinery. Finally, and 

even more importantly, the corporate lobbies that had backed and still back the Tea Party play a 

major role in financing, promoting and supporting its messages and political stances.  

 

The entry question of Roosevelt Study 

Center senior researcher and Professor 

Giles Scott-Smith’s presentation has 

been whether there is an Obama effect on 

U.S. foreign policy and Transatlantic 

Relations or not. His final answer 

recognized that Obama’s effect has been 

limited to specific fields and influenced 

by several crises at the same time. To 

strengthen this view, Professor Scott-

Smith mentioned the attitudes that the 

U.S. has had during the last few years 

toward its European allies. Although the 

persistence of several economic ties - the 

Transatlantic economic relations constitute more than 90% of total foreign investments exchange 

and the level of commercial integration between the two shores of the Atlantic has no rivals up to 

now - in military and strategic terms the U.S. has redistributed its assets and priorities. European 

leaders have tried to recommit the U.S. to the pattern of the Transatlantic Relations, but Obama’s 

plan and strategy have not followed the same direction. Much of his administration foreign policy 

effort has been devoted, indeed, to the so-called Pan-Pacific mission. However, Professor Scott-

Smith has concluded that, from the second half of the 20
th

 century onward, every European move 

toward regional integration has triggered a reaction that has ultimately strengthened the 

Transatlantic bonds.  

 

Using the pattern of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s most famous novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Leiden 

University Professor Eduard van de Bilt has emphasized that the concept of empathy is crucial to 

American presidential candidates. In Stowe’s words, the power of the emotional persuasion from 

above and the emotional response from below, which are the main characteristics of empathy, is the 

base to build both communality and sense of citizenship. The American political system and 

especially American presidential electoral machinery are now witnessing a strong attempt to 

humanize this abstract ability, in order to render candidates’ images closer to citizens’ needs. The 

effects of this shift are deep and they are able to affect several fields of American foreign and 

domestic policy. According to Professor van de Bilt, the search for empathy has produced many 

consequences. On the one hand, it has favored a sort of feminization of politics. On the other, it has 

also been an attempt to cope with people’s increasing lack of trust toward political elites. Finally, it 

has inserted new narcissistic elements into the American political landscape.  

 

After the screening of a documentary on the 2000 Presidential election - Unprecedented: The 200 

Presidential election (2012) - lecturer in American History at Rijksuniversiteit Groningen Maarten 

Zwiers illustrated the results of his doctoral dissertation by explaining the developments of southern 
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democrats’ political attitudes. Finally, a round table discussion with professors and guests has tried 

to assess the achievements and the failures of Obama’s first term. 

 

Dario Fazzi. 

 

 

Amerikanistendag 2013 

 

The 21st National American Studies Day 

(Amerikanistendag) will take place at Radboud University 

Nijmegen on Friday March 22, 2013. Although the 

conference theme is yet to be established, Radboud 

University is looking forward to celebrate this day in the 

context of the 25
th

 anniversary of the Nijmegen American 

Studies Program. A Call for Papers will be sent out shortly. 

Check the NASA website, www.netherlands-america.nl for 

more information. 

 

 We are looking forward to another lively and succesful 

American Studies event!  

 

 

Rob Kroes Scholar Fund 2013 for Masters and Ph.D. Students 

 
NASA offers €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for research trips to the 

United States for Masters and Ph.D. students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 

Applications should be addressed to jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl in a 500-word proposal outlining 

their research project, an itinerary of their intended research trip to the United States, and a 

curriculum vitae. The deadline for submitting applications is December 31, 2012 

 

 

Report Rob Kroes Scholar Grant 2012 
March 12-16 , 2012 

 

In March 2012 I, Tracy Doyle, had the opportunity to travel to Los Angeles to dive into various 

research centers and archives in support of my master’s thesis at Amsterdam University. The NASA 

Rob Kroes Research Grant made this trip possible by covering the travel costs and enabling me to 

locate critical primary source documents for my thesis. It was a valuable trip and a good learning 

experience that has contributed significantly to my thesis research.   

 

My research is based on the role of water in the growth of Los Angeles in the early 20
th

 century. 

Specifically, I am comparing the impact of water on both urban and environmental ideologies of 

this period, found in the Progressive Conservation and City Beautiful movements. At the beginning 

of the twentieth century, Progressive reform movements looked to promote moral, civic, and 

capitalist values to cure the social ills plaguing American cities and to preserve American 

democratic virtues. Two key movements during this period - the City Beautiful movement and the 

Progressive Conservation movement - both looked to nature to achieve various reform goals. One 

focused on the aesthetics of urban reform while the other looked to formulate policy for the 

utilitarian management of natural resources. Both functioned under the umbrella of Progressivism 

and each program ultimately strove to enhance productivity and stimulate economic growth of the 

American West.   

mailto:jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl
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It is no secret that the success (or failure, to some) of 

Los Angeles as an urban metropolis has hinged on its 

ability to sustain a source of water supply for its 

residents. The decision to acquire these water sources 

has come at high environmental and social costs both 

locally and far beyond the city limits. The Progressive 

Conservation doctrine of applying scientific and 

technological knowledge to the management of 

America’s natural resources encompassed the same 

ideology of Los Angeles boosters and city engineers 

who looked for innovative ways to provide water to the city. Yet this focus on engineering and 

technology to solve practical issues did not necessarily exclude the City Beautiful ideology of the 

same period which sought social and moral reform through municipal beautification and 

improvement schemes. My focus is not on which program had the largest impact on the growth of 

Los Angeles - the city clearly choose for utility when it invested public funds in building the Los 

Angeles Aqueduct in 1913 to ensure its municipal water supply. The utilitarian and aesthetic ideals 

were not in opposition in Los Angeles but rather intersected to form the city’s urban and 

environmental landscapes for the twentieth century. The juncture at which these ideals intersected 

was water. 

 

The key to making this connection between utilitarian and aesthetic ideas about water in Los 

Angeles is finding individuals and organizations that were involved in both the municipal reform 

movement as well as the city’s quest for water from 1900 until 1920. Los Angeles is home to 

several world-class universities, archives and research institutes, several of which logically focus on 

local history, city government, and city planning documents. In planning my trip, I was able to take 

advantage of the online research guides that many institutes have published. This allowed me to 

pinpoint exact collections in advance and request exact subjects to review during my visit. This was 

a great time saver and made my visit much more efficient.   

 

My first stop was the Regional History Collection at the Doheny Library at the University of 

Southern California (USC) to view their files of the Municipal Art Commission of Los Angeles. 

This group of civic boosters was formed in the early 1900s to further the cause of civic outdoor 

public art and commissioned Charles Mulford Robinson in 1907 to develop a report on 

implementing a City Beautiful scheme for the city of Los Angeles. The documents provided me 

with a list of individuals involved in establishing the commission that I could use to further track 

down any potential involvement in other capacities that may have linked the City Beautiful 

ideology with the causes of Conservation.   

 

Next up were the archives of the Los Angeles Times at the Los Angeles Public Library. Compared 

with the slight disappointment of the USC collection, the newspaper archives were a goldmine. It 

was a time consuming operation and took up the better part of two days’ activity, yet it provided 

significant information that linked members of the city’s Park Commission to the Progressive 

Conservation movement and the Los Angeles River.   

 

The last stop on my archive tour of southern California was the Water Resources Center and 

Archives at the Orbach Science Library at the University of California at Riverside. The WRCA 

staff was gracious, patient, and catered to my needs despite being in the midst of the relocation of 

the archive from its previous home at UC Berkeley to the Riverside campus just last year. As the 

WRCA’s Jessica Greene informed me, they are very happy when researchers make use of the 

archives that they so diligently and carefully manage.  As I am sure all researchers can attest to, 

these archivists are invaluable.   
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The WRCA collection contains the papers of Joseph B. Lippincott, the assistant chief engineer on 

the Los Angeles Aqueduct from 1905 to 1913. Significant is that Lippincott held the position of 

chairman of the L.A. Parks Commission during this same period. My goal was to locate evidence of 

a connection between the ideology behind building the aqueduct and that of developing parks and 

natural spaces in the city at the beginning of the century I found good portions of data in 

Lippincott’s personal files, letters, correspondence, and newspaper clippings that will help make a 

link with his involvement in both organizations.   

 

If I can pass any of my learned knowledge on to other beginning researchers who are travelling to 

archives for their research, I would advise the following. My stay in L.A. allowed me to add key 

pieces of information to my thesis research, but it was not long enough. I should have been more 

realistic in the estimation of time I had available and should have allowed for more time to follow 

other paths of information within the archives that I visited. Ultimately I was tied down by my own 

schedule.   

 

As a beginning researcher, my research trip was a very fruitful and productive one. I am grateful to 

NASA for offering opportunities such as these to expand research 

possibilities for MA students in American Studies.   

 

 

EAAS-NIEUWS  
 

“America: Justice, Conflict, War” 
EAAS Conference, The Hague, The Netherlands 

April 3 – 6, 2014 
 

 
Peace Palace, The Hague 

Seat of the International Court of Justice 
 

 

“The business of America is not business. Neither is it war. The business of America is justice and 

securing the blessing of liberty.” (20
th

-century U.S.-editor, commentator, and columnist George F. 

Will) 

 

“And this nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are 

free.“ (John F. Kennedy, television address, June 11, 1963) 

 

The paradox inherent in the United States’ commitment to the values of justice, liberty, and 

democracy on the one hand, and the often unforeseen and problematic results of enforcing and/or 

imposing these values on the other, has shaped the nation’s history domestically as well as 

internationally since independence. 
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At a domestic level, the U.S. was one of the first nations in modern history to establish a democratic 

and egalitarian form of government based on the Enlightenment principles of equality, political and 

civil liberties, and freedom of speech. At the same time, many of these principles have had different 

meanings for different groups within the U.S. throughout its history, and have repeatedly led to 

violent internal racial, ethnic, gender, and class conflicts.  

 

In the arena of foreign policy Theodore Roosevelt’s “Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine” (1904), for 

example, officially consolidated the role of the U.S. as an “international police power,” prepared to 

intervene “in flagrant cases of ... wrongdoings.” This set the stage for a wide range of interventions, 

including those in Latin America and, more recently, the Middle East, whose transgressive nature 

has since met with harsh criticism. Yet the U.S.’s engagement in Europe during and after WWII has 

equally thrown into relief the nation’s crucial role as liberator and international promoter of justice 

and democracy. 

 

The EAAS 2014 conference on “America: Justice, Conflict, War” will be hosted in The Hague, the 

home to the International Criminal Court as well as the International Court of Justice. Bringing 

Americanists from across Europe and across the globe to this location highlights the fact that many 

of the challenges facing the U.S. today increasingly tend to be, as Madeleine Albright has remarked 

in a recent interview, reflections of complexly interrelated problems of global justice and 

international peace diplomacy that transcend the boundaries of individual nation states and render 

the importance of international cooperation more crucial than ever.  

 

Call for Papers 

We invite workshops that address the topics of justice, conflict, war, from the perspective of any of 

the disciplines within American Studies. Potential workshop themes may include but are not 

restricted to: questions of justice, domestic conflicts or international wars from the (pre-)colonial 

times to the present, including relations to Native Americans, slave revolts, race, class, gender and 

religious conflicts; conflicts between labor and capital, WWI and II, the Cold War, Vietnam, the 

First Gulf War, Afghanistan, 9/11, Iraq, the war on terror, and the war on drugs; violent responses 

to immigration and the militarization of the U.S.-Mexico border; the past / present role of the U.S. 

in the international community (UN, International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, 

NATO); representations of justice, conflict, war in literature, film, and other media; war as cultural 

misunderstanding; war trauma, etc. 

 

Deadlines: 

 

January 31, 2013: Deadline for submission of workshop and parallel lecture proposals to 

include a one-page abstract and a half-page c.v. of potential workshop chairs and parallel 

lecturers. Workshop chairs from the 2012 Izmir conference cannot be workshop chairs in The 

Hague. For submission guidelines, see the fall edition of the EAAS Newsletter. 

Please do not submit proposals for individual workshop papers at this time. Such proposals may 

be sent to the selected workshop chairs who will be announced in May 2013. 

 

September 1, 2013: Workshop paper proposals (with 150 - 200 word abstract) to be sent to 

Workshop Chairs by those proposing individual papers. 

 

September 15, 2013: Deadline for workshop chairs to send the tentative list of speakers and 

titles of workshop papers to the EAAS Secretary-General 

 

December 1, 2013: Deadline for submitting FINAL titles of papers and names and addresses of 

speakers to the conference organizers. 
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January 10, 2014: Deadline for information to be included in the 2014 biennial conference 

program.  

 

Please send all information via e-mail to the EAAS Secretary General, Gert Buelens, at 

secretary-general@eaas.eu. 

 

The EAAS Newsletter as well as an electronic version of this CfP can be accessed via the EAAS 

homepage at: http://www.eaas.eu/home.  

 

 

AMERICAN STUDIES NIEUWS  
 

VU University Amsterdam:  

New Ph.D. Project on the American Ghazal 

Amrita’s project analyzes the movement of a Middle Eastern 

poetic form called the ghazal into America’s cultural scene. 

The ghazal has been the most popular poetic form in the Arabic 

world and India for centuries, but not in the West. Since 1960, 

however, the ghazal has become an accepted poetic form in the 

United States. What does the ghazal’s American success mean 

poetically, politically, and culturally? 

 

The mobility of poetic forms is an underdeveloped topic within 

literary studies, with the exception of the sonnet whose entry 

into the English language is well known. Since the 

transnational turn in the humanities and social sciences, 

however, the movement of poetic forms is becoming more 

central, even though transnational literature often focuses on 

authors rather than on forms or genres. Jahan Ramazani’s influential book A Transnational Poetics 

(2010), however, singles out the ghazal as part of what he calls “Traveling Poetry”: “Just as flows 

of people, technology, money, images, and ideas have accelerated across modern national 

boundaries in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, poetry has made ever more use of the genre’s 

motile resources” (53). Yet while other cultural forms, such as food, music, and movies, which also 

migrated to the United States and the rest of the West, have been studied, poetry has not been 

analyzed. The main research questions of this project are therefore: 

 

1. Why has the ghazal become an accepted form in the United States? 

2. How does it differ from ghazals elsewhere? 

3. What does this form of traveling poetry signify about the migration of a literary or cultural 

form? 

 

Amrita’s  hypothesis is that the American ghazal resembles an immigrant in the sense that initially 

it retains most aspects of the region of its origin. Yet eventually it assumes more characteristics of 

the host country, and it may become naturalized.  

 

Amrita is transnational quite like her topic. She has lived in India, United Arab Emirates, 

Singapore, United Kingdom and now in The Netherlands. Her roots are both in India and Mauritius. 

She is of Indian origin, graduated from St Stephen’s College, Delhi University in English Literature 

with the Sanwa Bank Foundation scholarship. She has worked for over nine years in the media 

industry focusing on corporate communications and feature writing. She got her Master’s degree in 
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English Language and  Culture from the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, with the VU Fellowship 

program –  her thesis was called ‘Footprints of the American Ghazal.’ She has recently been 

awarded the NWO Mozaiek scholarship for doctoral research that will enable her to conduct 

research on the topic - The American Ghazal: The Immigration of an Arabic Poetic Form (1960-

2010). She works at the VU as a promovendus and in her free time she writes in English for India 

Nu, a Dutch publication generating awareness about social issues in India. She lives in the 

Netherlands with her husband Apoorva and five-year-old son Yash.  

E-mail address: a.das@vu.nl 

 

University of Amsterdam: New Staff Member 

 
Manon Parry, Ph.D., is an exhibition curator and historian of medicine, and 

from June 2012, Assistant Professor of Public History at the University of 

Amsterdam. Over the past ten years she has curated gallery and online 

exhibitions on a wide range of topics, including global health and human 

rights, disability in the American Civil War, and medicinal and recreational 

drug use. Traveling versions of her exhibitions have visited more than 300 

venues across the United States, Argentina, Canada, Germany, Turkey, and 

Guam. She is co-editor, with Ellen S. More and Elizabeth Fee, of Women 

Physicians and the Cultures of Medicine, (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008), and is currently 

completing a book on the birth control movement’s use of mass media, entitled Broadcasting Birth 

Control (Rutgers University Press, forthcoming August 2013). Manon will be teaching on the BA 

and MA programs in American Studies, as well as the MA in Public History and the Media Studies 

MA on the Preservation and Presentation of the Moving Image.  

E-mail address: m.s.parry@uva.nl 

 

 

 
 

 

ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER  
 

New Staff Member 
 

My name is Dario Fazzi and I am the new postdoctoral fellow at the 

Roosevelt Study Center, I will be exploring the Roosevelt legacy in the 

antinuclear protests. 

 

I studied International Relations and History in Italy, where I earned my 

Ph.D. My doctoral research focused on the history of the antinuclear 

movements of the Cold War. I was particularly interested  in studying  how 

the peace movements provide a different view on the Cold War nuclear 

strategies and confrontation. Seeking to overcome the ideological and military 

East-West division, antinuclear activists refused to accept the threat of nuclear 

Armageddon and tried to mobilize public opinion against the threat posed by nuclear testing and the 

nuclear arms race. My new research project at the RSC is actually an extension of my  previous 

work, which highlighted the role of those individuals, like Linus Pauling or Albert Schweitzer, who 
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refused to accept the nuclear arms race as a structural and unavoidable feature of the Cold War 

military confrontation. Up till now, indeed, there have been no studies of Eleanor Roosevelt’s 

involvement with these movements and antinuclear claims. Mrs. Roosevelt was a public intellectual 

who fostered the development of the antinuclear organizations in several ways. She provided links 

between the various movements; she lobbied for nuclear negotiations within the political elites; 

finally, with her understanding of  the power of political rhetoric and her ability to shape public 

opinion, she favored the opening  of a public debate on nuclear choices. Believing that nuclear 

weapons did not serve any national security purpose, Eleanor Roosevelt used both her reliability 

and political channels to support antinuclear positions in the U.S. 

E-mail address: d.fazzi@zeeland.nl 

 

Results of Presidential Survey: FDR number 1 

 
Inspired by the survey of British academics run by the Institute 

for the Study of the Americas in London in 2010, the RSC asked 

173 Dutch American Studies and International Relations scholars 

their opinion on U.S. presidents. Forty-four responded with their 

choice for the president with the highest moral standards, the best 

overall vision, the most successful foreign and domestic policy 

and, finally, the worst record.  

 

The results show a clear-cut preference for FDR in terms of 

overall vision, foreign and domestic policy. Lincoln and Wilson 

received many votes for their moral standards. Surprisingly, 

popular Presidents like Clinton, JFK, or Obama did not do so 

well, while controversial figures such as Nixon, Reagan, and 

Johnson scored well in foreign and domestic policy. In general, Dutch scholars disregarded the U.S. 

founding fathers. Predictably, George W. Bush is considered the black sheep, followed by 

Republican Presidents Nixon, Hoover and Harding. 

 

Full results and an analysis can be found on the RSC website, www.roosevelt.nl. 

 

 

New Collections 

The RSC has recently acquired part of The Eleanor 

Roosevelt Collection, 1939-1972, which is held by the 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  Library in New York city. This 

unique collection consists of more than 250 audio 

recordings which include Mrs. Roosevelt’s  1950-1951 

radio series.  The CDs collection contains two very 

famous Eleanor Roosevelt’s radio programs, The 

Eleanor Roosevelt Program and Today with Mrs. 

Roosevelt, which were broadcasted by the WNBC and 

the NBC. These programs, due to their informal 

atmosphere and to Eleanor Roosevelt’s enchanting 

rhetoric, contributed to the transformation of the former 

First Lady into a popular political commentator. 

 

The subjects of the radio broadcasts range from foreign 

and domestic policy issues to culture and literature. 

Moreover, every program consists of a colloquial 
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conversation between Eleanor Roosevelt and one or more widely-known guests, who usually were 

public figures such as actors, singers, writers, businessmen, politicians or social activists. 

 

The collection is available for internal use only and its detailed index can be found online at 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/collections/  

 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2012 

 

Since 1987 the Roosevelt Study Center has presented the yearly Theodore Roosevelt American 

History Awards (TRAHA) to the best theses on American history defended at Dutch universities. 

On April 19 the first prize, a trip to the United States to the birthplaces of Theodore and Franklin 

Roosevelt and the FDR Presidential Library in Hyde Park, New York, was awarded to Roger 

Voncken, who graduated from Radboud University Nijmegen. He received the TRAHA for his 

thesis “Rediscovering U.S. Geopolitics: A Study on the Influence of Classical Geopolitics on 

American Foreign Policy during 1945-1950.” Beneath follows the report on his “Roosevelt Trip.” 

 

 

Roosevelt Trip 2012: Report by Roger Voncken 
 

Over the years many surveys have been conducted in order to construct the rankings of the most 

successful Presidents of the United States. Consistently ranked at the top of these lists are two 

members of the same family: Theodore and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. During their presidencies, 

Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt advocated reforms and new directions that “made TR’s Square 

Deal and FDR’s New Deal the most dramatic periods of the 20
th

 century in furtherance of social 

justice and in the establishment of an international role for America’s power.” The two distant 

cousins are nowadays not the only Roosevelts who are cherished and highly respected. Vigorously 

promoting the humanitarian causes so close to her heart, the unassuming Eleanor, wife of Franklin 

and niece of Theodore Roosevelt, earned for good reasons the title - in the words of President Harry 

S. Truman - “First Lady of the World.” 

 

Together, Theodore, Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt helped America to transform into the most 

powerful military and economic force the world had ever seen while at the same time preserving 

democratic values. The Roosevelts changed their communities, their country and the world for the 

better in many ways. It is, thus, not an exaggeration to say that “the name Roosevelt …  dominated 

the 20
th

 century.” The saga of this preeminent family hardly needs retelling. 

 

It comes, then, as no surprise that I was - and still am - very honored and grateful that the Roosevelt 

Study Center awarded me with the Theodore Roosevelt American History Award and a week-long 

trip to the ‘Roosevelt sites’ in New York State: Theodore 

Roosevelt’s birthplace and the American Museum of Natural 

History in New York City, as well as the Franklin D. 

Roosevelt Library and Museum, FDR’s lifelong home 

Springwood, and Eleanor Roosevelt’s house Val-Kill in Hyde 

Park, New York. For my girlfriend, who accompanied me on 

the trip, the journey was extra special since she could visit 

her beloved family members who happened to live in Hyde 

Park.  

 

The first part of the ‘Roosevelt trip’ was arranged by the 

Theodore Roosevelt Association located in Oyster Bay, New 

York. While enjoying the late summer sun of September, 
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executive director Terry Brown took us to the first Roosevelt site: the American Museum of Natural 

History. Young ‘Teedie’ was fascinated by any wild creature he came in contact with. During his 

life Theodore Roosevelt greatly contributed to the collection of the museum, giving the institution 

significant animal trophies, representing dozens of new species for its collections including ‘big 

game’ animals that he hunted during a year-long African safari. Roosevelt’s love of nature and his 

instrumental role in the American conservation movement, both inspired by his lifelong association 

with the museum. Without a doubt, this majestically and widely celebrated museum - with an 

astonishing dinosaur collection - will continue to inspire many generations to come. 

 

Unfortunately our visit to Theodore Roosevelt’s much-loved house Sagamore Hill in Oyster Bay, 

Long Island got cancelled as it happened to coincide with Labor Day, an American federal holiday 

on which most public institutions are closed. Sadly, as a consequence, it was also not possible to 

have dinner with Elizabeth Roosevelt, a descendent of Theodore Roosevelt. However, Terry Brown 

still managed to provide us a wonderful evening by getting us tickets for the award winning 

Broadway musical Evita.   

 

The next morning we met Terry Brown at the place where in 1869 Theodore’s father, along with the 

museum’s other founders, signed the charter of the American Museum of Natural History: a 

brownstone townhouse at 28 East 20th Street, nowadays better known as Theodore Roosevelt’s 

birthplace. Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th President of the United States (1901-1909) and the only 

US president who was born in New York City, lived at this site from his birth on October 27, 1858 

until he was 14 years old. Life for the Roosevelts was privileged and pleasant. Although Roosevelt's 

original birthplace was demolished in 1916, the site was purchased by the Women's Roosevelt 

Memorial Association, after his death in 1919, and rebuilt and decorated with many of its original 

furnishings by Roosevelt's sisters and wife.  
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After a delicious Italian lunch the program in New York City had come to an end. That afternoon 

we took the commuter rail Metro North to Poughkeepsie. Located along the east shore of the 

Hudson River, it offered spectacular views of the rich natural treasures of the rural area, the rolling 

hills, the of mountain ranges, historic estates, wine trails and charming train stations. No wonder 

why so many Dutch people decided to settle in this lovely region since their first settlement in the 

early 17
th

 century. Tons of treasured memories went through my head when we crossed the village 

Cold Spring. It was the same village where I worked on a summer camp for three months, five 

years earlier. Good times! 

 

In Hyde Park, office manager Mary McFarland gave us a warm welcome at the Franklin and 

Eleanor Roosevelt Institute. The visit at the institute started with the twenty minute long orientation 

film Rendezvous with Destiny, which featured interviews with two of the Roosevelt grandchildren, 

as well as historical footage. Afterwards, we visited Springwood, the estate that Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt loved and the place he considered home. It is the site where the 32
nd

 President of the 

United States (1933-1945) was born, grew up, married, raised his children, and was buried. The 

nearby located Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum - designed by FDR  himself 

in the Dutch colonial style - featured nearly one thousand images depicting both Franklin and 

Eleanor Roosevelt’s public and private lives. The immersive photographic and film journey vividly 

depicted the lesser-known sides of the Roosevelt’s. Especially the unique and rarely-seen 

photographs shot by family members and other insiders offered fascinating views into their private 

lives. 

 

After having a delicious lunch at the waterfront with Mary, we paid a visit to the Walkway Over the 

Hudson State Historic Park, a linear walkway spanning the Hudson River. At 212 feet tall and 1.28 

miles long, it is the longest elevated pedestrian bridge in the world. Also, it offered yet again a 

fabulous view of the Hudson river. The afternoon ended with a tour at Top Cottage, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s planned retirement retreat on his Hyde Park estate and was designed to 

accommodate his need for wheelchair accessibility. Roosevelt brought close friends and political 

allies - including Britain’s King George VI and Queen Elizabeth - there to discuss the state of the 

world or simply relax. The fieldstone cottage’s porch was the place where Franklin D. Roosevelt 

and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill for the first time discusses the atomic bomb and was 

only of the many attention-grabbing stories of our outstanding tour guide, Al Vinck.  

 

After a good night’s sleep, the final day of our Roosevelt trip had arrived. High time for focusing 

our attention on one of the most influential and admired women in American history: Eleanor 

Roosevelt. Like Franklin’s Top Cottage and the FDR Library, the Vall-Kill cottage was designed to 

emulate the Dutch colonial architecture found throughout the Hudson River Valley, and served as 

her private country retreat. At the site we learned more about her intensely emotional joys and 

tragedies she experienced in her private live.  These included her difficult and lonely childhood; her 

discovery in 1918 of her husband’s affair with Lucy Mercer, which nearly ended her marriage; and 

her uneven relationship with her mother-in-law. Eleanor made Vall-Kill the place for family 

functions and, in effect, a small conference center where she hosted meetings for the many causes in 

which she was involved.  

 

The Roosevelt trip had almost come to an end when Mary treated us on an absolute delightful lunch 

at the world famous Culinary Institute of America, which set the standard for excellence in 

professional culinary education. But the trip was not over before Mary took us to the Vanderbilt 

Mansion and Gardens in Hyde Park. The Vanderbilt mansion, a spectacular Gilded Age estate, 

documented the immense economical, social, and artistic changes America experienced after the 

Civil War, and in particular the Vanderbilt family’s own economic and social achievement. The 

Vanderbilt family’s fortune was established by the shipping and railroad magnate Cornelius 

Vanderbilt at the beginning of the nineteenth century, making them one of the wealthiest family of 



 
 16 

 

their time. Overlooking the Hudson river and located only a couple miles north of FDR’s 

Springwood, the Vanderbilt’s “summer cottage” was a perfect opportunity to step back into the 

Victorian age of the Hudson Valley social elite and to get a glimpse of their opulent lifestyle.  

 

With this last luxurious site, the Roosevelt trip had come to its official ending. It is our pleasure to 

thank those who made this inspiring journey possible. Moreover, we are truly and deeply indebted 

to the warm welcome, generosity and pleasant company of the staff of both the Theodore Roosevelt 

Association, the Roosevelt Institute in Hyde Park and the Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg. In 

particular we like to thank Terry Brown and Mary McFarland for their efforts to give us an 

unforgettable week. We will cherish the Roosevelt trip the rest of our lives. 

 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2013 

 

The ceremony for the TRAHA 2013 will take place on Friday, 

the 12
th

 of April 2013. MA theses should be submitted to the 

RSC through the American Studies co-ordinator by December 

31, 2012. The jury consists of Dr. Joanne van der Woude from 

the University of  Groningen, Dr. George Blaustein from the 

University of Amsterdam and the first prize winner of the 

TRAHA 2012, Roger Voncken. We encourage students 

interested in competing for the TRAHA 2013 to contact their 

thesis supervisor and visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) 

for more information.  

 

 

Aio Seminar  
 

The next meeting of Ph.D. students in American History and American Studies working in the 

Netherlands will be on November 21, 2012, at 10.15 am at the Roosevelt Study Center. Once again 

students will report on the progress of their work and learn from Fulbright-Dow Research Professor 

Charles Postel about his work on the Progressive Movement and the revelance of this history for 

today.  

 

If you want to join us, please contact the RSC at rsc@zeeland.nl. 

 

 

Nieuwe Facebook pagina 

 
Het Roosevelt Study Center is nu ook actief op Facebook! Wil je op de hoogte gehouden worden 

van lezingen en andere RSC activiteiten, “like” ons vandaag nog op: 

facebook.com/rooseveltstudycenter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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FULBRIGHT INFORMATIE  
 
Dinsdag 27 november 2012: Informatiebijeenkomst over studeren in de VS na havo/vwo in 

Amsterdam 

 

Speciaal voor leerlingen uit de bovenbouw havo/vwo en hun ouders organiseert het Fulbright 

Center een bijeenkomst over studeren in Amerika. 

 

Meld je aan via info@fulbright.nl en vermeld de volgende informatie: 

 

- Datum van de bijeenkomst 

- Het aantal personen waarmee je de bijeenkomst bij wil wonen 

- Wat voor opleiding je nu doet en in welk jaar je zit 

 

Je ontvangt dan een bevestiging en routebeschrijving. De bijeenkomst begint om 19.30 uur, vanaf 

19.00 uur is er koffie en thee. 

 

De toegang is gratis. 

 

 

Aanvraag indienen voor een Fulbright-beurs voor wetenschappers: 

http://www.fulbright.nl/?menutree=5|47|68|135 

 

De aanvraagronde voor beurzen voor het academische jaar 2013-2014 open. De aanvragen hiervoor 

dienen te zijn ontvangen niet later dan 1 december 2012, 12 uur ‘s middags. Op de website vindt u 

de handleiding voor het aanvragen van de beurs met de link naar het online aanvraagformulier. 

 

Aanvraag indienen voor een Fulbright-beurs voor promovendi 

http://www.fulbright.nl/?menutree=5|47|67|134 

 

De aanvraagronde voor beurzen voor het academische jaar 2013-2014 is geopend. De deadline voor 

aanvragen is 1 december 2012, 12 uur ‘s middags. Op de website vindt u de handleiding voor het 

indienen van een aanvraag met de voorwaarden en de link naar het online aanvraagformulier.  

 

Deadline aanvraag Fulbright-beurs voor graduate studie: 

http://www.fulbright.nl/?menutree=5|47|66|133 

 

De deadline voor het aanvragen van een Fulbright-beurs voor graduate studie voor het academisch 

jaar 2013-2014 is 12 uur ‘s middags op 31 januari 2013. U vindt de handleiding en voorwaarden 

voor een Fulbright beurs en de handleiding voor het online-aanvraagformulier op de website. De 

selectiegesprekken zullen plaatsvinden op 5, 6 en 7 maart 2013. 

 

Neemt u eerst de handleiding en de voorwaarden voor een Fulbright-beurs door om te bepalen of u 

voor deze beurs in aanmerking komt. Daarna kunt u aan het online aanvraagformulier beginnen. De 

link naar dit formulier vindt u in de handleiding. 

 

Facebook groep Master in Amerika 2013: 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/375146979208813/ 
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Fulbright Scholars 2012 / 2013  
 

Laura Leibman, Professor of English and Humanites at Reed College, won 

a Senior Scholar in American Studies Fulbright Award to trace the theme of 

tradition and innovation, particularly between the Netherlands and the 

American colonies, at Utrecht University. Her project will examine the 

traditions colonial Jews brought with them from the Netherlands and other 

European countries and the cultural and religious innovations they made 

while in the Americas. While at Utrecht, she will be completing “Jews in 

the Americas, 1621-1826,” a series she is co-editing with Michael 

Hoberman. 

 

 

Joseph B. Walter, Professor in the Department of Communication and 

the Department of Telecommunication, Information Studies and Media 

at Michigan State University,  has received a Fulbright Scholarship and 

will spend Spring 2013 at the Amsterdam School for Communication 

Research (ASCoR), University of Amsterdam. He will teach a course on 

disclosure processes in virtual groups and relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenneth Marcus, Professor of History at the University of La Verne, will be 

the 2013 Fulbright Visiting Professor in American Studies at Leiden 

University in the spring of 2013. He has carried out research on the roots of 

the culture of Southern California, focusing in particular on Los Angeles. He 

will teach two courses in American Studies. In the MA program he will teach 

a course on the influence of German and Mexican refugees on the culture and 

music of southern California in the 1930s and 1940s, while in the BA course 

he will outline the development of Los Angeles. 

 

 

Charles Postel, Fulbright-Dow Distuinguished Research Chair 2012 

 

From September until December 2012 Associate Professor 

of History at the San Francisco State University Charles 

Postel fills the Fulbright-Dow Distinguished Research Chair 

at the Roosevelt Study Center. Professor Postel will work on 

the completion of his book “Persuit of Reform and the Birth 

of Modern America, 1865-1920.” This study focuses on the 

ideas of the leaders and the activists of powerful social 

movements, such as farm and labor reform, temperance, and 

female suffrage. His research will make a major contribution 

to understanding the role of social movements in the 

development of the politics and institutions that created the 

modern United States. 

 

Postel received his BA and Ph.D. from the University of California at Berkeley. He wrote his 

undergraduate thesis on the New Deal and the Social Security Act of 1935. In graduate school, his 

search of the historical roots of the New Deal led him to the study of the Populist movement of the 
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1890’s. The People’s Party, known as the Populist Party, was a farmer-labor party and the most 

powerful third party since the Civil War. It is often overlooked that its program of economic justice 

defined much of the agenda of reform in the U.S. through the New Deal. A broad reinterpretation of 

Populism’s historical role is the topic of his first book, The Populist Vision. Presently his research 

focuses on the years before and after the Populist decade. He is working on a history of political 

thought across the “long arc” from the Civil War to World War I, and the role that reform 

movements - from the farmer’s Grange to women’s suffrage - played in making America modern. 

 

When he finished his book on Populism many people asked him what the U.S. would look like if 

the Populists had won. According to Postel, it could look like the Netherlands, or Denmark, or 

Canada, or a combination of all three. His time in Middelburg is therefore a follow-up to his 

Populism research. In 2011-2012 Postel spent a year at the Heidelberg Center for American Studies 

as a research fellow, but he believes that the Netherlands is closer to the Populist/Progressive 

imagination than Germany. According to him, the RSC is an ideal location from which to imagine 

alternative Americas and alternative visions of modernity. 

 

The 2012 Presidential Elections is of course an exciting time for everyone with in interest in 

American politics, but this is doubly so for Americans such as Professor Postel whom it mosts 

concerns. The Abbey in Middelburg is good place to follow the elections from, because it allows 

him to spend more time on his research, as he is not as caught up in the frenzy of the elections as his 

colleagues back at San Francisco State University. Still, the elections took a toll on him, and he is, 

as a lot of other Americans, looking forward to life returning to normal, now that Obama has 

secured a second term.   

 

Professor Postel considers the rise of the 

Tea Party and the influence it excerts over 

the Republican Party one of the most 

interesting aspects of this presidential 

campaign. The Republican Party was 

historically a coalition between different 

groups, moderates and conservatives, but 

since the rise of the Tea Party in 2010, the 

conservatives have taken over. For the first 

time in history, there is no longer a 

moderate wing of the Republican Party. 

This election has been a big blow to the Tea 

Party, especially with their candidates 

losing a number of senatorial races. Now 

that the Republicans have lost the 

Presidential Election, it is very interesting 

to see what will happen to the Party. Some 

pundits have said that Romney wasn’t 

conservative enough, and they should go 

all-out. Others stress that the Republicans 

did very well, considering the 

circumstances. With an unappealing 

candidate as Romney, up against the best 

run political campaign in American history, 

the Republicans managed to make it a 

somewhat close race.   

 

Ian Priem. 
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CONFERENTIES & SEMINARS  

     

HOTCUS 2012 Conference 

 
From June 20 to 22, 2012, an international group of about 65 scholars convened ay the Roosevelt 

Study Center. For the first time HOTCUS - Historians of the Twentieth Century United States - 

held its annual conference outside the United Kingdom. In doing so, one of the goals of the 

organization - to attract a more diverse public - was achieved: scholars from Greece, Poland, 

Turkey, Canada, the United States, Spain, Italy, Norway, France, Finland, the Netherlands and the 

United Kingdom attended and presented their papers. 

 

The HOTCUS Annual Bryce Lecture was delivered by Professor Charles Postel (San Francisco 

State University), entitled: “If They Repeal the Progressive Era, Should We Care?” Linking the 

New Gilded Age to the development of American Liberalism and the expansion of social and civil 

rights through the twentieth century, and ultimately the Occupy Movement, Postel made a strong 

case that these rights are now under threat from a conservative Congress, neoliberal ideology, and 

Tea Party ideologues. The Progressive Era may be a long time ago, but its legacies are now under 

threat, and historians can contribute by highlighting its achievements and defending the hard-fought 

victories secured a century ago for a more equal and just America. The lecture was concluded with 

a vibrant question and answer session, after which the participants continued the debate during the 

reception and conference dinner. 

 

Over the following two days the conference involved panels on a variety of topics in U.S. history, 

ranging from civil rights, informal diplomacy, and religion to literature, the arts, and foreign 

relations. As with every HOTCUS conference, the participants represented a cross-section of the 

U.S. history academic community, from Ph.D.’s to Professors, allowing for an informal and 

friendly atmosphere and a productive exchange of ideas throughout the three days. Based on this 

successful foray across the Channel, it is to be hoped that HOTCUS will return to the RSC for other 

conferences in the future. 
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2012 European Beat Studies Network  Inaugural Conference 
 

From September 5-7, 2012 the RSC hosted the first conference of the newly created European Beat 

Studies Network (EBSN). 

 

The Network aims to bring together from across Europe (and beyond) those who share an interest in 

the Beat Generation and associated writings. The organization already has a membership of over a 

hundred people (scholars and students, writers and artists) and a website (www.ebsn.eu). Back in 

1998 the RSC organized a successful conference on the Beats for the first time and one of the 

participants of that meeting, Professor Oliver Harris of Keele University, UK, and  a biographer of 

Beat writer William S. Burroughs, currently serves as the first president of the EBSN and asked the 

RSC to host the 2012 inaugural conference of the new Network.       

 

The conference was attended by some 60 participants from fourteen European countries, the United 

States, and Australia, most of whom presented papers during the three-day meeting on a variety of 

topics dealing with the Beats. For instance, the conference featured sessions on Jack Kerouac, Allen 

Ginsberg, William S. Burroughs, Beat women, the Beat influences and receptions in Europe, Beat 

cinema, and also included a session wit Jack Kerouac biographer Gerald Nicosia and a screening of 

the documentary The Beat Hotel in Paris. 

 

All participants praised the congenial atmosphere of the RSC and Middelburg’s Abbey and the 

European Beat Studies Network expressed its hope to return to Middelburg for its fifth annual 

conference in 2016. 
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HCA Spring Academy 2013 

 

 

 

Heidelberg Center for American Studies 

10th Annual Spring Academy Conference 

 

Heidelberg, Germany, March 18-22, 2013 

             

 
 

Call for Papers 

 

The tenth HCA Spring Academy on American History, Culture, and Politics will be held from 

March 18-22, 2013. The Heidelberg Center for American Studies (HCA) invites applications for 

this annual one-week conference that provides twenty international Ph.D. students with the 

opportunity to present and discuss their Ph.D. projects. 

 

The HCA Spring Academy will also offer participants the chance to work closely with experts in 

their respective fields of study. For this purpose, workshops held by visiting scholars will take place 

during this week. 

 

We encourage applications that range broadly across the arts, humanities, and social sciences and 

pursue an interdisciplinary approach. Papers can be presented on any subject relating to the study of 

the United States of America. Possible topics include American identity, transatlantic relations, U.S. 

foreign policy, gender, literature, issues of ethnicity, as well as various aspects of American history, 

religion, and culture. 

 

Participants are requested to prepare a 20-minute presentation of their research project, which will 

be followed by a 40-minute discussion. Proposals should be a maximum of 300 words with a 

provisional title. These will be arranged into ten panel groups. 

 

Besides cross-disciplinary and international discussions during the panels, the Spring Academy 

aims at creating a pleasant collegial atmosphere for further scholarly exchange and contact. 

 

Accommodation will be provided by the Heidelberg Center for American Studies. 

 

Thanks to the Herbert A. Jung Travel Fund, the Spring Academy is able to subsidize travel 

expenses for participants registered and residing in developing and soft-currency countries. 

Scholarship applicants will need to document the necessity for financial aid and explain how they 

plan to cover any potentially remaining expenses. In addition, a letter of recommendation from their 

doctoral advisor is required. 

 

Deadline for applications:    December 15, 2012 

Selections will be made by:    January 15, 2013 

Online application system:    www.hca-springacademy.de 

More information:     www.hca.uni-heidelberg.de 

For further questions:     springacademy@hca.uni-heidelberg.de 
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NIEUWE PUBLICATIES  
 

 

Divided Dreamworlds? The Cultural Cold War in East and West 

Peter Romijn, Giles Scott-Smith, and Joes Segal (Amsterdam: Amsterdam 

University Press, 2012), 238 pp, isbn 9789089644367. 

 

Covering developments across the arts and sciences, the eleven chapters in this 

volume explore perspectives on East-West cultural exchange and visions of 

modernity, ranging from interior design to popular music, and film-making to air 

travel.   

 

 

Obama, U.S. Politics and Transatlantic Relations: Change or Continuity? 

 Giles Scott-Smith (Brussels: Peter Lang, 2012), 326 pp,  isbn 9789052018768. 

 

The election of president Barack Obama in November 2008 promised change and 

renewal for the U.S. and its relations with the world. Four years later, the nineteen 

essays in this book from U.S. and European authors assess the current state of 

transatlantic relations.  

 

 

 

Western Anti-Communism and the Interdoc Network: Cold War Internationale 

Giles Scott-Smith (Peter Lang, 2012) (also published by Boom in Dutch as 

Interdoc: Een geheim netwerk in de koude oorlog).  

 

Interdoc was created in 1963 to coordinate the Western response to Moscow’s 

ideological challenge. The book tells for the first time the story of the 

organization’s foundation, its activities, and its extended network across Europe 

and North America. See page 32 of the newsletter for an invitation to the book 

presentation of the Dutch version of Interdoc. 

 

America’s Transatlantic Turn: Theodore Roosevelt and the 

“Discovery” of Europe  

Hans Krabbendam and John M. Thompson, eds. (New York: 

Palgrave, 2012). 

 

TR developed a remarkable array of personal, cultural, 

intellectual, and diplomatic links to Europe which enabled him 

to lay the foundation for modern U.S.-European relations. Ten 

TR specialists analyze the factors that led to this success. The 

central argument is that Theodore Roosevelt’s unique 

combination of personal, cultural, intellectual and diplomatic 

links to Europe, along with his goal of establishing a more 

prominent role for the United States in international politics, 

enabled him to lay the foundations for the modern U.S.-

European relations.  The contributors draw upon both 

traditional scholarship rooted in high politics, and the more 

recent interest in cultural and intellectual links, to build their 

case. Their essays encompass: TR’s formative experiences and 

his ideas about imperialism; the challenges presented by 
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partisan politics and debates about immigration; bilateral relations with the key great powers, 

France, Germany, and Great Britain; his post-Presidential career, including a trip to Europe in 1910 

and the role he played in debates about World War I. 

 

Liberty and Progress: A Dutch-American Biography of the 

20
th

 Century 

Theo E. Korthals Altes (Den Haag), MijnBestseller.nl, 214 

pp, isbn 9789461932259. 

 

Deze Engelstalige biografie van het Nederlands-Amerikaanse 

echtpaar Wim en Carolyn Korthals Altes - Hull is geschreven 

door hun kleinzoon Theo Korthals Altes, die hiervoor met 

name gebruik kon maken van door zijn grootmoeder 

nagelaten essays en persoonlijke correspondentie. De 

biografie volgt de geschiedenis van vooruitgang, 

economische opleving en depressie, twee wereldoorlogen, de 

Duitse bezetting en de daaropvolgende wederopbouw vanuit 

het perspectief van de gegoede (Amsterdamse) burgerij. 

Centraal staat de generatie die leefde tussen de laatste 

decennia van de 19
e
 eeuw en de eerste naoorlogse decennia 

van de 20
e
 eeuw. Het persoonlijke bronmateriaal, inclusief tal 

van observaties over de historische gebeurtenissen in het 

tijdvak dat de biografie bestrijkt, geeft het boek 

onmiskenbaar het karakter van ‘de eeuw van mijn 

grootmoeder’. 

 
Reuzenland. ‘Grootsch en heerlijk’ -  hoe een jonge kunstenaar zich vergaapt aan het Amerika van 

1893 

H.M. Krabbé (Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2012), 303 pp, €14.95, isbn 9789068829419. 

Report of the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893 by the young Dutch artist Hendrik Krabbé (1868-

1931). His articles were serialized in the Dutch monthly Elsevier’s Geillustreerd Maandblad. 

 
Transatlantic Pieties: Dutch  Clergy in Colonial America  

Leon van den Broeke, Hans Krabbendam, and Dirk Mouw, 

eds. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmands, 2012), 431 pp. 

This book  explores the ways in which the lives and careers 

of fourteen Dutch Reformed ministers illuminate important 

aspects of European and American colonial society of their 

times. Based on primary sources, this collection reexamines 

some of the movers and shakers over the course of two 

hundred fifty years. The essays shed light on the high and low 

tides, the promises and disappointments, and the factors 

within and beyond the control of a new society in the making. 

The portraits humanize and contextualize the lives of these 

men who served not only as religious leaders and cultural 

mediators in colonial communities, but also as important 

connective tissue in the Dutch Atlantic world.  
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PROMOTIES 

 

Jorrit van den Berk 

On June 7, 2012, Jorrit van den Berk successfully defended his Ph.D. thesis, The Middle Men: The 

American Foreign Service and the Dictators of Central America, 1930-1952, at the University of 

Leiden. The defence formally ended a five year research project at the Leiden University Institute 

for History. 

 

As a history student in Leiden, I had already become interested in the conflict between the high-

minded rhetoric of United States policy makers and, at times, the cynicism of their  foreign policies 

- expressed most clearly by an apparent ideological commitment to the spread of democracy 

combined with strategic commitments to some of the most brutal right-wing dictators in the world. 

 

In that context, I completed a MA thesis on the Eisenhower administration’s dealings with 

Caribbean dictators, which convinced me that the 1930’s and 40’s would offer an even more 

interesting period of investigation. Many so-called Revisionist historians had determined, after all, 

that it was during the 1930s that Washington “propped up” several dictatorships in the region, or, at 

least, that strong ties were forged with such leaders at that time that would last into the 1970s.  

 

With the encouragement of my advisor, Professor Wim van den Doel, I decided that one of the 

main points of focus of my thesis should be the implied assumption of Revisionists and other 

historians that Washington could muster the power as well as the single-minded determination and 

continuous effort to effect the kind of complicated changes necessary to establish and then support 

authoritarian governments in foreign societies. That issue took me to the United States to study the 

relatively untouched archives (a small part of which turned out to have been eaten by some 

subtropical bug) of the U.S. embassies in Central America and also the personal papers of some of 

its officers. 

 

In the end, I determined that while U.S. power in Central America was indeed very large, the 

outcomes of U.S. policies did not always conform to the intentions behind them. In fact, 1930s 

diplomacy was often confused and ad hoc - providing sufficient opportunities for local actors to 

pursue their own agendas. 

 

It was exactly that theme - the nature, reach, and successes of U.S. policy as opposed to the 

opportunities of local actors for independent action - that elicited most response from the opponents 

during my defence on June 7. Specialists from the fields of history, political sciences and Latin 

American studies questioned me on the method and reach of my research and, happily, concluded 

that the answers provided qualified me for the doctorate degree.    
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Maarten Zwiers 
Op 18 oktober 2012 heeft Maarten Zwiers met succes zijn Ph.D. thesis James Eastland: The 

Shadow of Southern Democrats, 1928-1966 verdedigd aan de Rijksuniversiteit Groningen. 

 

Een echte politieke biografie verdedigde Maarten Zwiers op 18 oktober 2012 aan de 

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen. Tijdens zijn studie in Mississippi raakte hij gefascineerd door het 

politieke handwerk van James Eastland (1904-1986), senator voor deze staat van 1941 tot 1978. 

Eastland stopte zijn energie in het op afstand houden van de federale overheid om de economische 

en raciale verhoudingen in het zuiden in stand te houden. Dat deed hij de eerste 25 jaar zeer 

effectief. De vraag hoe hij zijn machtsbasis opbouwde en handhaafde was de kern van dit uitstekend 

geschreven en uitputtend onderzochte proefschrift. De nadagen van Eastland liet de auteur liggen 

voor een latere publicatie en de 350 pagina’s die deze processen beschreven leverden voldoende 

bewijs om zonder enig bezwaar Zwiers de doctorsbul te overhandigen als blijk dat hij het metier 

van de historicus uitstekend beheerst.  

 

De promovendus kreeg tijdens de verdediging wel een paar keer de vraag voorgeschoteld of hij niet 

teveel bewondering voor zijn onderwerp had ontwikkeld, waardoor de kritische distantie wellicht 

was ondergesneeuwd. Die indruk was wel ietwat te begrijpen. Het was Zwiers er om te doen om het 

stereotiepe beeld bij te stellen van de zuidelijke senator die zich grommend  en vol venijn verzette 

tegen dreigende veranderingen. Dat was de bron van zijn waardering. Het waren de middelen en 

niet Eastlands doel om de rassenverhoudingen te bevriezen, die Eastland effectief maakte. Of hij 

daardoor ook een goede verdediger was van de echte belangen van zijn achterban kwam ook ter 

sprake in de vorm van vragen over zijn diepste drijfveren, zijn ultieme loyaliteit en zijn geloof. Dat 

alles kwam samen in de vraag van de Groningse nestor van de Amerikanistiek Prof. Dr. Frits van 

Holthoon die eenvoudig wilde weten of Zwiers Eastland een wijs man vond. Het antwoord was 

ontkennend. Nee, Eastland was een echte power broker, die slechts de deelbelangen van een blanke 

bovenklasse verdedigde. 

 

Hoewel de rassenverhoudingen de boventoon voerden, waren het juist zijn economische keuzes die 

Eastland invloed op de lange termijn gaven. Hij stak in Washington een deel van zijn energie in het 

beveiligen van de vrije speelruimte voor het (grote) bedrijfsleven. In het proefschrift blijft dit aspect 

enigszins op de achtergrond en komt die pas naar de oppervlakte in discussies over 

vakbondsrechten en FEPC. Dat is wel begrijpelijk omdat segregatie het meeste vuurwerk opleverde 

en een groter politiek obstakel was dan economisch beleid en ook de meeste spanning opleverde in 

de verhouding van Eastland met de landelijke top van de Democratische Partij, waar de 

linkervleugel de druk opvoerde om gelijke rechten voor zwarten in het zuiden te krijgen. Zwiers 

toont overtuigend aan dat de partijleiding het veranderingsproces veel geleidelijker wilde laten 

verlopen dan de progressieve vleugel wenste. Buitenparlementaire acties als de freedom riders 

dwongen hen tot meer spoed. De partijtop wilde de zuiderlingen niet verliezen en andersom, de 

zuidelijke vertegenwoordigers hadden de Democratische Partij nodig om onder meer met behulp 
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van de senioriteitregel hun sleutelposities in senaatscommissies veilig te stellen en zo 

onwelgevallige wetgeving te traineren. 

 

Zwiers’ boek geeft nauwkeurig weer hoe Eastland de arme blanken in het heuvelland èn de 

plantage-eigenaren in de delta behaagde waardoor hij steeds de campagnes kon winnen. Eastland 

stond met twee benen in beide regio’s. Voor zijn invloed ter plaatse had hij ook de steun van de 

partijtop nodig. Zijn tijdelijke vrijage met de Dixiecrats die uit onvrede met de vooruitstrevende 

plannen van de Democraten zelfstandig de verkiezingen van 1948 waren ingegaan, toonde aan dat 

deze weg niet permanent was, maar stuurde wel een stevig signaal naar het hoofdkwartier.  

 

Het knappe van dit boek is dat Zwiers laat zien hoe nauw economische en sociale (lees: raciale) 

motieven met elkaar vervlochten waren. De relevantie voor vandaag is niet ver te zoeken: nog 

steeds heeft Eastlands wijze van redeneren zeggingskracht: een regio of subgroep projecteert haar 

visie op Amerika als de beste nationale agenda en stelt tegenstanders van dit (deel)belang voor als 

gevaarlijk omdat die het ware Amerika wilden vernietigen. In Eastlands tijd heette dat 

communisme, nu socialisme. Het boek eindigt op het hoogtepunt van Eastlands macht en behandelt 

niet het proces van de verwijdering die hij ook moet hebben gevoeld. Hij ging ervan uit dat het 

merendeel van de blanke Amerikanen het met hem eens was, maar dat was een misrekening. Het 

reactionaire gedachtegoed van Eastland was te extreem voor mainstream Amerika, maar zijn 

boodschap van een kleine federale overheid vond uiteindelijk wel gehoor. De beschrijving van 

Eastlands neergang zou het boek te dik hebben gemaakt, maar voor een handelseditie zou dat wel 

een mooi slothoofdstuk opleveren. Maar ook zonder dat slot was het proefschrift ruim voldoende 

om de promotiecommissie te overtuigen van de kwaliteit van dit onderzoek. Auteur, promotor en 

opleiding in Groningen mogen trots en voldaan zijn over dit waardevolle en aansprekende resultaat. 

 

Hans Krabbendam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEURZEN  
 

John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies 
Graduate School of North American Studies  

 

The Graduate School of the John F. Kennedy-Institute for North American Studies invites 

applications for the academic year 2013-2014. Six academic disciplines in the humanities and social 

sciences collaborate in offering a structured curriculum. The doctoral program is interdisciplinary in 

its approach and focuses on those social transformations impacting the United States and Canada at 

the beginning of the 21
st
 century. Areas of emphasis include domestic and foreign policy, economic 

development, ethnic identity and relations, as well as recent transformations in media, art, literature, 

culture, and religion. The language of instruction is English.  

 

Applicants interested in pursuing a doctorate with an emphasis in North American Studies must 

have a completed degree (MA or the equivalent) with above average marks in one of the following 

disciplines or closely related academic programs: American Cultural Studies, American Literature, 

History, Political Science, Sociology, and Economics. Grants are awarded for a maximum of three 
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years. Continued funding past the first year is based upon a positive annual evaluation of progress. 

Scholarships amount to circa €1.500 per month.  

 

It is also possible to apply for admission to the program independently from applying for a stipend. 

Guest students are welcome to stay for a period of up to one year. Guest students must be self-

supporting.  

 

All application materials (completed application form, statement of purpose of 3 pages, outline of 

dissertation project of 8-10 pages, curriculum vitae, two recent letters of reference, copies of earned 

degrees, proof of language skills, and a writing sample) must be received by January 31, 2013 at the 

following address:  

 

Freie Universität Berlin  

John F. Kennedy Institute  

Graduate School of North American Studies  

Dr. Katja Mertin, Managing Director  

Lansstrasse 5-9  

14195 Berlin, Germany  

 

For further information on application requirements and the graduate program, and for the 

application form, please see www.gsnas.fu-berlin.de. Please address all inquiries to our Program 

Assistant: office@gsnas.fu-berlin.de.  

 

Visiting Professorships at the John F. Kennedy Institute, Freie Universitat Berlin, 2013-2015 

These three-month visiting Professorships focus on the history of American art and visual culture. 

Visiting Professors offer specialized courses, seminars, and lectures and participate in the larger 

academic community throughout their stay. Two Professorships are available for each academic 

year. Visiting Professors receive a $36,000 stipend. For more information, please visit jfki.fu-

berlin.de. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Terra Foundation Publication Grants & Essay Prize 
 

The deadline for all submissions and applications is January 15, 2013, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

International Essay Prize for American Art, Smithsonian American Art Museum 

This prize recognizes excellent scholarship by a non-U.S. scholar in the field of historical American 

art (pre-1980). Manuscripts should advance understanding of American art, demonstrating new 

findings and original perspectives. The prize-winning essay will be translated and published in the 

scholarly journal American Art. Additionally, the winner receives a $1,000 award and a $2,000 

travel stipend to give a presentation in Washington, D.C., and meet with museum staff and fellows. 

For more information, please visit americanart.si.edu/research/awards/terra/. 

 

Publication Grants 

These grants provide support for publication projects on historical American art (pre-1980) that 

make a significant contribution to scholarship and have an international dimension. Projects may 

http://www.gsnas.fu-berlin.de/
mailto:office@gsnas.fu-berlin.de
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include translations of texts on American art; publications written by non-U.S. scholars or those 

with a significant number of non-U.S. contributors; and publications with a focused thesis exploring 

American art in an international context. Projects must be under contract for publication. Books 

may receive up to $30,000; articles may receive up to $3,000. For more information, please visit 

terraamericanart.org/grants/publication-grants/. 

 

Terra Summer Residency Fellowships in Giverny, France 

These eight-week residential fellowships provide the opportunity to pursue individual work and 

research in a community of peers while being mentored by senior artists and scholars. Ten 

fellowships are awarded annually to predoctoral students at an advanced stage of research and 

writing on pre-1980 American art and visual culture and to artists with a master’s degree. 

Candidates must be nominated by a Professor at an academic institution. Fellows receive lodging, a 

$5,000 stipend (artists receive an additional $300 for materials), and a contribution to travel costs. 

For more information, please visit terraamericanart.org/terra-summer-residency. 

 

Smithsonian American Art Museum Fellowships in Washington, D.C. 

These one-year residential fellowships support full-time independent research by scholars from 

abroad researching historical American art (pre-1980) or by U.S. scholars who are investigating 

international contexts for American art. Fellows receive research and travel allowances, plus a 

stipend of $30,000 for predoctoral fellows and $45,000 for senior or postdoctoral fellows. For more 

information, please visit americanart.si.edu/research/opportunity/fellows/terra. 

 

Doctoral and Postdoctoral Research Travel Grants to the United States 

Six to nine grants are awarded annually to doctoral students and postdoctoral scholars outside the 

United States to travel to the United States for research on pre-1980 American art and visual 

culture. Doctoral students receive up to $6,000; postdoctoral scholars (those who received their 

degree within ten years of the application deadline) receive up to $9,000. Destinations and duration 

of travel are determined by fellows. For more information, please visit 

terraamericanart.org/research-travel-grants. 

 

Academic Program Grants 

These grants provide support for symposia, colloquia, and scholarly convenings on American art 

that take place in Chicago or outside the United States; or that take place within the United States 

and examine American art within an international context and/or include a significant number of 

international participants. Letter of inquiry deadlines: December 14, 2012, and March 14, 2013. 

For more information, please visit terraamericanart.org/academic-program-grants. 

 

Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship at the Courtauld Institute of Art, London, 2013-2015 

This two-year postdoctoral fellowship supports advanced inquiry in the history of American art, 

conservation, and museum studies and is integrated with the postdoctoral fellowship program of the 

Courtauld Institute of Art Research Forum. The selected fellow teaches three historical American 

art courses, participates in scholarly activities organized by the institute, and organizes an 

international scholarly event. Fellow receives a $134,564 stipend (over two years). For more 

information, please visit courtauld.ac.uk. 

 

Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship at the Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art, Paris, 2013-

2015 

This two-year postdoctoral fellowship focuses on the history of American art and visual culture. 

The selected fellow teaches four semester-long courses to undergraduate and master’s-level 

students at a French university, participates in local seminars at the Institut National d’Histoire de 

l’Art and at the hosting university, and organizes academic programs on related research topics. The 

fellow receives a $107,000 stipend (over two years). For more information, please visit inha.fr. 
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Visiting Professorships at the Courtauld Institute of Art, London, 2013-2015 

Two Professorships are available at the Courtauld Institute to present the best recent scholarship on 

historical American art. A twelve-week Professorship requires administering one full-term course 

integrated with the institute’s curriculum and participating in other scholarly activities. A one-week 

intensive Professorship entails a public scholarly event, a seminar, and a special visit to a London 

gallery, archive, collection, or library relevant to American art history. Stipends are determined by 

seniority of the scholars. For more information, please visit courtauld.ac.uk. 

 

Visiting Professorships at the Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art, Paris, 2013-2015 

These eight-week visiting Professorships focus on the history of American art and visual culture. 

Visiting Professors give lectures and seminars at a French hosting university and participate in 

workshops, conferences, and other scholarly gatherings. One visiting Professorship is available for 

each academic year. Visiting Professors receive a $32,500 stipend. For more information, please 

visit inha.fr. 

 

 

Terra Foundation for American Art 

29 rue des Pyramides 

75001 Paris – France 

T: 33143206701 

www.terraamericanart.org 

 

 

RSC Research Grant  
 

European scholars at all stages in their careers (advanced students preparing for a master’s or 

doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a publication) are invited to apply for a RSC Research 

Grant. The grant consists of a per diem of €35 (covering bed and breakfast in a low-budget hotel), 

payment of travel expenses. The minimum research period at the Roosevelt Study Center is one 

week. The maximum grant is €500.  
 

All applications for a RSC research grant involving research work leading to a master’s or doctoral 

degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt Study Center can 

only offer a limited number of grants and will divide them between applicants from different 

European countries. Applications for a Roosevelt Study Center research grant should be submitted 

at least two months before the desired period of research. 

 

Visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information, further guidelines, as well as a 

grant application form.  
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LEZINGEN & TENTOONSTELLINGEN  
 

 

Madeleine Albright 

Prague Winter: A Personal Story of Remembrance and War, 1937-1948 
The John Adams Institute, Thomaskerk, Prinses Irenestraat 36, Amsterdam 

November 26, 2012, 19.30 

 

The first female Secretary of State in United States history 

was born Marie Jana Korbelová in Praguein 1937. When 

she was two years old, her family fled the Nazi threat and 

escaped to England - for political reasons, she was told. 

Only later did she learn that she was in fact Jewish. After a 

stellar career as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 

and ultimately Secretary of State to President Bill Clinton, 

Albright has returned to her childhood, and the events that 

formed her life path and worldview: her family life under 

the specter of Nazism, and the creation of the postwar 

world. The Los Angeles Times called the book “a riveting 

tale.” Please join us for an evening with one of America’s 

most distinguished public citizens 

 

Tickets are €15 for members, €25 for non-members and 

€12,50 voor students and seniors. Tickets can be 

purchased via www.john-adams.nl. 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Metz 

Sweet & Salt: Water and the Dutch 
CREA Theater, Nieuwe Achtergracht 170, Amsterdam 

December 12, 2012, 20.00 

 

In Sweet & Salt: Water and the Dutch, American-born 

journalist and author Tracy Metz describes the 

metamorphosis the landscape of the Netherlands is 

currently undergoing and how the Dutch are searching 

for new ways of living with the water. She also reports 

on various places around the world, such as New 

Orleans, Hamburg, Vietnam, New York and China, 

that are working with the Dutch on a new approach to 

the water landscape.  

 

Tickets are €5 (free entry for students) and can be 

purchased at the door on the night of the event. 
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Diane Arbus 

Foam, Keizersgracht 609, Amsterdam  

Oktober 26, 2012 - Januari 13, 2013 

 

Diane Arbus (1923-1971) veroorzaakte een revolutie in haar kunst. 

Haar fotografische benadering en gewaagde onderwerpkeuze heeft tot 

een oeuvre geleid dat door zijn puurheid en de onwrikbare viering van 

de dingen zoals zij zijn, vaak aanstootgevend is. Haar gave om datgene 

dat als bekend wordt veronderstelt in een vreemd daglicht te plaatsen 

en om in het exotische het vertrouwde bloot te leggen, vergroot het 

begrip van onszelf. Arbus vond het merendeel van haar onderwerpen in 

New York City, een plek die zij onderzocht alsof het zowel bekend 

terrein, als een vreemd land was, en waar zij de mensen fotografeerde 

die zij gedurende de jaren vijftig en zestig op het spoor kwam. Zij was 

volledig toegewijd aan fotografie als een medium dat onlosmakelijk 

verbonden is met de feiten. Haar hedendaagse antropologie - portretten van echtparen, kinderen, 

kermisartiesten, nudisten, middenklassegezinnen, travestieten, dwepers, excentriekelingen en 

beroemdheden - kan gezien worden als een zinnebeeld van de menselijke ervaring, als een 

onderzoek naar de relatie tussen uiterlijk en identiteit, illusie en overtuiging, theater en 

werkelijkheid. 

 

De toegangsprijzen zijn €10 voor volwassenen en €7 voor studenten en senioren. 

 

BOEKPRESENTATIE 
 

Graag nodigen het Roosevelt Study Center en de Atlantische Commissie u 

uit voor de presentatie van het boek: 

 

Interdoc. Een geheim netwerk in de Koude Oorlog 

Giles Scott-Smith 

 

Datum: December 3, 2012 

Tijd: 17.00 - 19.30 uur 

Locatie: Cafe Juliana’s, Plaats 11, Den Haag 

Special Guest: Sybrand van Hulst (Hoofd BVD-AIVD 1997 - 2007) 

Aanmelden: info@atlcom.nl of 070 3639495 

 

In 1963 werd in Den Haag Interdoc opgericht. Interdoc - het International Documentation and 

Information Center - was een opmerkelijke poging om een transnationaal, anticommunistisch 

netwerk op te bouwen. De CIA was daar al lang mee bezig, maar Interdoc, het resultaat van een 

samenwerking tussen de Duitse, Franse, en Nederlandse geheime diensten, was het Europese 

antwoord op de Koude Oorlog. Het eerste hoofd van de BVD, Louis Einthoven, heeft hierin een 

belangrijke role gespeeld. Hoe modern de naam ook klinkt, het is alweer ruim een kwarteeuw 

geleden dat Interdoc uit Den Haag verdween. Dit internationale netwerk van personen en 

instellingen bood 23 jaar lang de ruimte om het doen en laten van de Russen te bestuderen. De 

directeur, oud-BVD’er Cees van den Heuvel, was betrokken bij talloze nationale en internationale 

instituten en netwerken, inclusief in de jaren 70 en 80 lid van het bestuur van de Atlantische 

Commissie. Al bestaat de geheime organisatie niet meer, de gedachte erachter is nog altijd actueel. 

In Interdoc. Een geheim netwerk in de Koude Oorlog beschrijft Scott-Smith hoe de organisatie 

ontstond en hoe zij probeerde Oost-Europese landen ontvankelijk te maken voor westerse waarden 

en ideeën. 
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VACATURES & STAGEPLAATSEN  
 

 
 

Vacancies for 3 postdoc researchers and 4 Ph.D. researchers in the field of 

transatlantic history and digital humanities, 3-4 years 
 

Utrecht University (UU) and University of Amsterdam (UvA), the Netherlands 

 

These positions are part of the research programme “E-Humanity Approaches to Reference 

Cultures: The Emergence of the United States in Public Discourse in the Netherlands, 1890-1990” 

under the supervision of Prof.Dr. Joris van Eijnatten. This programme uses digital technologies to 

analyze the role of reference cultures in debates about social issues and collective identities, looking 

specifically at the emergence of the United States in public discourse in the Netherlands from the 

end of the nineteenth century to the end of the Cold War. The programme is funded by the 

Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO). 

 

Job applications are invited for the following projects: 

 

1. “The United States business system as reference model for the Dutch economy, 1890-1990.” 

Postdoc Economic History, Digitial Humanities (0.8 - 1.0 fte, 3 years, UU)  

 

2. “The Good Society: The United States as a Reference Culture for State, Civil Society and 

the Citizen.” Postdoc Political and Cultural History, Digitial Humanities (0.8 - 1.0 fte, 3 

years, UvA) 

 

3. “Consuming America: Public discourses about American consumer goods and consumerism 

in the Netherlands, 1890-1990.” Ph.D. Researcher Cultural History, Digital Humanities (1.0 

fte, 3.5 years, UU) 

 

4. “‘Mediating civilization: Debating the role of the United States in the appropriation of 

media in the Netherlands, 1890-1990.”  Postdoc Political and Cultural History, Digital 

Humanities (1.0 fte, 3.5 years, UU) 

 

5. “Debating crime and drugs: The United States as a reference model for Dutch concepts and 

practices, 1890-1990.” Ph.D. researcher History of Science, Digital Humanities (1.0 fte, 3.5 

years, UU) 

 

6. “Negotiating health and illness: The United States as a reference model for Dutch health 

care, 1890-1990.” Postdoc History of Science, Digital Humanities (1.0 fte, 3 years, UU) 

 

7. “Semantic Text Analytics and e-Humanities Research.” Ph.D. Researcher Semantic Text 

Analytics, Digitial Humanities (1.0 fte, 4 years, UvA) 

 

For full details, please visit the Vacancy Bank of Utrecht University at www.uu.nl/vacancies.  

For further information about these positions, please contact the project leaders Dr. Jaap Verheul, 

tel. +31 30 253 6034; e-mail j.verheul@uu.nl or Prof.Dr. Toine Pieters, tel. +31 610477457; e-mail: 

t.pieters@uu.nl. 
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Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 

Koninkrijkszaken (DWH/NK) 

 
Vanaf medio januari/ begin februari 2013 zijn er bij DWH/NK twee plekken voor nieuwe 

stagiair(e)s. De duur van een stage is in principe drie-zes maanden (in overleg), met een werkweek 

van 36 - 40 uur. 

 

De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende vaste taken hebben: 

 Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven 

van beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

 Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen en andere publieke evenementen op het 

ministerie over onderwerpen die het werk van de afdeling betreffen.  

 Het bijhouden van de actualiteit en het opstellen van wekelijks nieuwsoverzicht voor de 

minister. 

 

De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage, maar er zal naar worden gestreefd een 

studieopdracht te ontwikkelen. Dit zal afhangen van de actualiteit op dat moment. DWH/NK is een 

van de twee afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH/NK is de afdeling voor 

de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord Amerika (incl. Mexico) en de Caribische 

landen van het Koninkrijk. Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele en consulaire zaken 

passeren dagelijks de revue.  

 

Binnen de afdeling is ruimte voor één stagiair(e) die ondersteuning biedt aan de landenmedewerkers 

voor de Verenigde Staten, Canada en Mexico. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je onder andere 

contact met andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, met de Noord-Amerikaanse ambassades in 

Den Haag en de Nederlandse posten in de regio. 

 

Daarnaast is er ruimte voor een stagiair(e) die zich concentreert op de Koninkrijksrelaties en de 

buitenlandse betrekkingen voor de Caribische landen van het Koninkrijk. Tijdens je 

werkzaamheden heb je geregeld contact met andere ministeries zoals BZK, de Directies 

Buitenlandse Betrekkingen van Aruba, Curaçao en Sint Maarten en met de Kabinetten van de 

Gevolmachtigde Ministers in Nederland.  

 

Voor beide stages dient de stagiair(e) een derdejaars Bachelor of Masterstudent te zijn aan een WO-

instelling. Achtergrondkennis van en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel.  

 

Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woon- of 

reiskostenvergoeding. Meer informatie hierover kun je vinden op www.werkenvoornederland.nl bij 

voorwaarden en vergoedingen. 

 

Geïnteresseerd? Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met 

CV, vóór 23 november 2012 gestuurd worden naar: dwh-nk@minbuza.nl. Hier kun je ook terecht 

voor verdere vragen. Geef in je sollicitatiebrief s.v.p. aan welke van de twee stageplekken bij 

DWH/NK je voorkeur geniet.  
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