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NASA-NIEUWS 
 

Bestuursbericht 
 

At the time this newsletter goes to print, many of our members will just have returned from a highly 

successful and inspiring Amerikanistendag in Utrecht. Building upon our very productive 

cooperation with BLASA (the Belgian-Luxembourg American Studies Association) last summer, 

NASA for the first time decided to open up the call for papers to Belgian students this year, and we 

were delighted to see 24 American Studies students from the University of Liège, as well as many 

students from the Universities of Amsterdam, Groningen, Leiden, Nijmegen, Utrecht and the VU 

Amsterdam convene on a sunny spring day to debate the topic of “Empire of Liberty: Ideals and 

Reality.” This topic was explored in six lively workshops, ranging from the analysis of freedom and 

identity in literature, cinema, and television culture, to questions of women’s and minority rights, as 

well as explorations of the dimensions of empire and imperialism in U.S. culture and politics. Over 

one hundred students attended the event. 

 

With elections coming up in the fall, most of our members no doubt kept a close eye on the 

Republican presidential primaries contests. While jobs, the economy, and the threat of an Israeli 

strike against Iran currently dominate the debates, race and gender issues have also managed to 

generate headlines. From Rush Limbaugh’s verbal attacks against Sandra Fluke, to Gingrich’s 

racialized remarks on the use of food stamps, and Romney’s “self-deportation” plans to solve the 

problem of undocumented Mexican immigrants, the debates continue to provide us with lots of food 

for debate and analysis. All American Studies programs in the Netherlands will organize election 

specials throughout the next few months to give everyone multiple opportunities for the exchange 

of ideas, and NASA will also devote its one-day fall event to this important occasion.  

 

Perhaps somewhat overshadowed by the Republican primaries, one of the most troubling pieces of 

news that has recently reached us from Tucson, Arizona is the information that the Tucson Unified 

School District’s board has decided to shut down all Mexican American Studies programs. This 

decision was reached after Arizona threatened to withdraw millions of dollars in state funding 

because these programs allegedly violate Arizona HB 2281 (a state law passed in 2010), according 

to which it is prohibited for Arizona school districts to include “‘any courses or classes ... that 

promote resentment toward a race or class of people[,] ... [that] are designed primarily for pupils of 

a particular ethnic group[,] ... [or] advocate ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of pupils as 

individuals’”. According to Judge Lewis Kowal’s ruling of December 2011, Arizona’s Mexican 

American Studies programs were primarily designed for a particular ethnic group and hence might, 

in his view, cause reverse racism. The fact that this ruling singles out Mexican American Studies 

programs without mentioning, for instance, programs in Native American or African American 

Studies, has prompted the Modern Language Association to issue an official statement condemning 

this interpretation of the law “as part of an attack on Mexican American citizens and cultures” as 

well as “a threat to academic freedom and intellectual inquiry” that denies the fact that throughout 

the southwestern US, Mexican American history and culture constitute a vital, integral, and hence 

fully legitimate part of the study of U.S. history, culture, and identity at large. Sadly, this ruling 

seems to be in line with an earlier but equally troubling attempt by the state of Arizona to 

specifically target Mexican immigrants. As an association devoted to the inclusive study of all the 

histories, cultures, and ethnicities that have shaped and continue to shape the US, we watch this 

development with concern. 

 

Marietta Messmer,  

Voorzitter 
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NASA Fall Event 2011 

American Borders: Contact, Conflict and Exchange  

 

On November 25, 2011, Mathilde Roza organized the NASA Fall Event 

which was hosted by Radboud University Nijmegen. For the first time, the 

Fall Event was organized in cooperation with StudentNASA, headed by 

Marius Verhage and Hannah Odenthal. The conference was generously 

sponsored by various bodies within Radboud University: the Faculty of 

Arts, the English and American Studies department, the Research Institute of History, Culture and 

Literature, the International Office as well as the Executive Board. A warm thank-you also goes to 

the American Embassy in The Hague, and to the NASA itself for having sponsored this event.  

 

Entitled “American Borders: Contact, Conflict and Exchange,” the international conference focused 

on the significance of exploring borders within the study of U.S. culture, politics and society. From 

non-English words that seem to have wandered into English-language texts to considerations of the 

US as a “nation of immigrants;” from U.S. presidential speeches abroad to U.S. deportation 

policies; from the formation of religious identity to debates about national identity—various kinds 

of “borders” feature prominently in any of such debates. In a plenary lecture, a series of workshops 

and a closing panel discussion, the conference explored borders as geographical, ideological, 

linguistic, metaphorical and cultural phenomena, leading to enriching contact situations, hostile 

conflicts over real or assumed differences, and processes of diplomatic negotiation.  

 

In her keynote lecture, Dr. Marietta Messmer (RUG) spoke about the various ways in which 

American Studies has attempted to create an international agenda, purpose and method. She 

touched on several explorations that American Studies has lately embarked on to accommodate US 

diversity and to situate the US in the world at large in a way that does justice to the “intricate 

interdependencies,” to speak with Janice Radway, that characterize U.S. history, society and 

culture. Next to outlining the developments within the field of Inter-American Studies, Marietta 

Messmer signaled various ways in which social and academic progress might be made through 

critical reconsiderations of transborder connections such as NAFTA.  

 

Following the lecture, two sessions of parallel workshops were scheduled. For the first session, 

participants could choose between a session on “Multilingual American Literature” (NASA) and 

“American Conflicts: Iraq and Vietnam Compared,” (StudentNASA). In the session on multilingual 

literature, moderated by Prof. Hans Bak (RU), three speakers illuminated the significance and 

meaning of what Dr. Maria Lauret (University of Sussex) referred to as “wanderwords” in literary 

texts. In her presentation on Richard Rodriguez, Lauret explored both the psychological and the 

literary dimension to this writer’s usage of non-English words. Kathrin Luckmann (University of 

Duisburg-Essen), presented a model by which to establish degrees of linguistic and cultural 

acculturation in a presentation on “The Role of Language for Indexing Ethnic Identity in Short 

Stories by Mary Helen Ponce.” Dr. Mathilde Roza (RU) spoke on the American critical reception of 

multilingual literature in “‘Gratifying the Bilingual Reader’ in the Work of Junot Diaz,” contrasting 

the linguistic implications of both hostile and enthusiastic critical responses.  

 

In the session organized by StudentNASA, “American Conflicts: Iraq and Vietnam Compared,” 

Iraq Veteran Dr. Bryan Carella (Assumption College), gave an impressive autobiographical account 

of his experiences during the Iraq War in “Boots on the Ground: Iraq from a Soldier’s Perspective.” 

Dr. Beerd Beukenhorst (UvA) discussed the possibilities of comparing the Iraq war to Vietnam in a 

presentation entitled “America and Vietnam in Iraq: On Borderless Optimism and the People Who 

Spread It.” The presentations sparked a lively debate which was moderated by Dr. Thomas Gijswijt 

(RU). 
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For the second round of workshops, attendants chose 

between “U.S. Presidents in Europe” (NASA) and 

“Religion in America: Legal System, Politics and 

Society” (StudentNASA). The session on U.S. 

Presidents in Europe, moderated by Prof. Giles 

Scott-Smith (Leiden University; RSC) explored the 

issue of transatlantic political and cultural transfer in 

three presentations. Dr. Jack Thompson, (Swansea 

University) focused on the early 20
th

 century and 

outlined Theodore Roosevelt’s visit to Europe in 

1910. Dr. Kim van der Wijngaart (UU) continued the 

historical exploration of the transatlantic relationship 

in a presentation entitled “A Transatlantic ‘Wrestling Match’: The Year of Europe and Richard 

Nixon’s Proposed Visit.” Dr. Thomas Gijswijt explored various post-war American presidents  

“Crossing the Atlantic: American Presidents and Their European Audiences.”  

 

Religion took center-stage in the second StudentNASA session. Moderated by Dr. Hans 

Krabbendam (RSC), the discussion focused on the challenges of understanding U.S. religion from a 

European perspective. Prof. Corwin Smidt (Fulbright-Dow Distinguished Research Chair, RSC) 

approached the question by placing the institution and practices of religion in a political framework. 

Dr. David Bos (UU), highlighted the pitfalls of Dutch attempts to understand the role of religion in 

the US by focusing on the biases, stereotypes and misunderstandings that color many of the Dutch 

perceptions of religion in America.   

 

The conference closed with an informative panel discussion on the question “North American 

Studies: What’s in a Name?” This closing session considered the question of how to define “North 

America” and what such a definition would spell for the discipline North American Studies. We 

were very excited to have succesfully ensured the participation of two ambassadors; his Excellency 

Jorge Lomónaco, Ambassador to the Embassy of Mexico in the Netherlands and his Excellency 

James Lambert, Canadian Ambassador to the Embassy of Canada in the Netherlands. Because of 

Thanksgiving, the American Embassy was unable to provide a speaker. After presentations by 

Ambassador Lomonaco and Ambassador Lambert, the floor was open to contributions from Prof. 

Wil Pansters (Centro de Estudios Mexicanos, Groningen), Dr. Jeanette den Toonder (Canadian 

Studies Centre, Groningen) and Prof. A. Fairclough (Leiden). The panel, moderated by Dr. 

Mathilde Roza, addressed the extent to 

which Canada, Mexico and the United 

States of America are actually interwoven. 

The speakers touched on questions such as 

the following: What aspects link these 

countries together, in terms of politics, 

trade, security issues, migration and 

immigration, culture, history or issues over 

national identity? In what ways can the 

study of the US benefit from and be 

enriched by the inclusion of Canada and 

Mexico? Does this also work the other 

way around? What defines the relationship 

between the US and Canada on the one 

hand, and the relationship between the US and Mexico on the other? And, how do the geographical 

borders influence these relationships? All speakers convincingly argued the point that the study of 

North America would be absolutely incomplete without the inclusion of Canada and Mexico, in 
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terms of issues of economy and trade, history and politics as well as cultural influence and 

exchange.  

 

Both the event as a whole and the contributions of individual speakers were evaluated very 

positively. With 125 attendants and so many interesting speakers from the Netherlands, Mexico, 

Canada, Great Britain, Germany and the United States, the NASA Fall Event was a great academic 

and social succes. 

 

Dr. Mathilda Roza 

 

 

NASA Fall Event 2012: Presidential Election Forum 
November 2, 2012 - Leiden University 
  

What would the re-election of Barack Obama or the election of 

Mitt Romney mean for the United States and the world? On 

Friday, November 2, 2012, NASA will hold a forum on the U.S. 

presidential election. Dutch experts and visiting speakers from the 

US will analyze the campaign, assess the strengths and weaknesses 

of the candidates, and predict the result. The conference will be 

held between 10:00 and 16:00 at Leiden University. All NASA 

members are welcome to attend and join in the discussion. 

 

Please make a note of the date and watch for further details, which will be posted on the NASA 

website as soon as they are confirmed. 

 

Admission to the forum will be free to NASA members. 

 

 

Amerikanistendag 2012  
 

On March 23, 2012, the nineteenth Amerikanistendag (or, 

American Studies Assembly Day) took place at Utrecht 

University. This year, the designated theme was “Empire of 

Liberty: Ideals and Reality.” The keynote lecture was delivered 

by Prof. Rob Kroes, who found himself literally in the spotlight 

as the rising sun penetrated one of the Hoogt skylights in such a 

way that he was perpetually bathed in a golden light. Kroes’ 

lecture centered on the question of how to sustain an empire 

while simultaneously guaranteeing democracy. Is it possible, 

Kroes wondered, to consolidate the two? Near the beginning of 

his speech, he shared an anecdote about a New York Times 

journalist saying that the United States “creates a new reality 

and a new history” which other countries consequently write 

about and study. “Which,” Kroes said jokingly, “is precisely 

what we do in American Studies.” With this episode as his 

starting point, he segued into cultural theory and Jean 

Baudrillard, and eventually into an assessment of Obama’s presidency compared to the Bush 

administration. American Studies aims to examine the subconscious imperialism at work in every 

aspect of society. Perhaps, if citizens are “indoctrinated” through mass culture, American society is 

subject to what Kroes calls “democratic erosion.” Obama vowed to reverse this development by 

“more openness in government.” By the same token, he promised to close Guantánamo Bay. 
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Neither of these promises have really come true (although it must be noted that effective decision-

making has become harder since Republicans won the majority in the House of Representatives 

2010, making it the House with the largest number of Republicans since 1949). Moreover, the war 

in Afghanistan suggests that American imperialism is still very potent and pervasive. With these 

issues in mind, then, could America still be called an “empire of liberty?” Twenty-three students 

from American Studies programs throughout the Netherlands shed their light on this subject in 

workshops ranging from “Freedom and Identity in American Literature” and “Women’s Rights” to 

“Multicultural and Transnational America” and “Perceptions of Identity in Film and Television 

Culture” and, perhaps more intimately linked to Kroes’ lecture, “Liberty and Imperial Ideals.” 

Overall, each workshop was well-frequented and generally met with a positive response. 

 

Berit Brink, 

Former intern at the RSC 

 

 

Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund 
 

One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This is 

especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the humanities is 

squeezed. For the past two years, therefore, NASA has awarded two grants of €500 each to assist 

Dutch students who are studying for an MA or PhD to undertake research in the United States. In 

order to sustain this initiative—and, we hope, to expand it—NASA is giving members the 

opportunity to contribute to the Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund. This ring-fenced fund is dedicated 

solely to the provision of research grants to students at Dutch universities. You may make a one-

time contribution or, if you choose, a regular donation.  

 

Each year a list of donors will be published in the NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course 

choose to give anonymously. Please give generously! 

 

Donation may be transferred directly to the NASA account 2976924, NASA Middelburg. Please 

indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on the annual list of donors. 

 

The grantee for 2012 is Tracy Doyle. 

 

Below, you can read the report by the grantee of 2011, Albertine Bloemendal. 

 

 

Research Report by Albertine Bloemendal 

 

Albertine Bloemendal (Leiden University) received the grant for her PhD research on Ernst van der 

Beugel’s American contacts.  

 

Last year I received a Rob Kroes travel grant from the Netherlands American Studies Association 

which helped to enable a two month research trip to the US. The 

result: a stack of valuable documents for my dissertation and an 

interview with Henry Kissinger.  

 

My research focuses on the Dutch Atlanticist Ernst van der 

Beugel (1918-2004) and the role of informal diplomacy and elite 

networks in Cold War trans-Atlantic relations. Van der Beugel 

was an important player in formal and informal post-war trans-

Atlantic relations and had access to an enormous network of 
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influential individuals. Henry Kissinger, for example, was a close friend.  

 

Henry Kissinger first met Ernst van der Beugel in 1957 when Van der Beugel served as deputy 

minister of foreign affairs and Kissinger was an up-and-coming scholar at Harvard University. 

When Van der Beugel became president of KLM (Dutch Royal Airlines) he invited Kissinger each 

year as the key note speaker of their main annual event. In addition, they met at the Bilderberg 

Meetings where Ernst van der Beugel served as Honorary Director General for Europe, a position 

he held from 1960 until 1980. In 1963, Kissinger invited Ernst van der Beugel to do research for his 

dissertation on European integration as a concern of American foreign policy at Harvard university. 

During Van der Beugel’s time at Harvard their relationship intensified and the two men became 

close friends. Ernst van der Beugel returned frequently to the university and as a result, Harvard 

became the first stop of my research trip.  

 

It was November when I visited the archives in New England and all the different shades and colors 

of the trees on the roadside made me feel like 

driving through an enchanted landscape. Next to 

Harvard I visited the John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Library, Dartmouth and Amherst 

College after which I left for Princeton and New 

York. From New York city I took the train 

several days in a row up the Hudson river to 

Sleepy Hollow and back, where I was picked up 

by a little bus to do research in a stately mansion 

on the Rockefeller estate.  

 

During my research trip, I mainly investigated 

the personal archives of individuals who participated in Bilderberg Meetings or who otherwise 

belonged to Van der Beugel’s Atlantic network, like David Rockefeller, Shepard Stone and George 

W. Ball. Another important goal were the archives that dealt with the landing rights negotiations for 

KLM in the US—an issue in which Van der Beugel played a key role.  

 

After seeing both Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Christmas Tree Lightening Ceremony 

at the Rockefeller Center, I flew to the Mid-West for a visit to the Truman Presidential Library in 

Independence, Missouri and the Eisenhower Presidential 

Library in Abilene, Kansas. Meanwhile, it had really become 

winter; with snow on the roads and frozen water bottles in the 

car. After two weeks I was happy to exchange this cold for the 

far more agreeable Southern California climate as I went to 

the Nixon Presidential Library, where many of Henry 

Kissinger’s papers are located.  

 

After spending Christmas in the snow of Mammoth Mountain 

and New Year’s surfing in San Diego, I flew back to the East 

Coast for my last weeks of research in the Library of 

Congress and the National Archives in the Washington DC area. In between I travelled to New 

York where I met up with my dissertation advisor Prof. Giles Scott-Smith for the highlight of my 

research trip: an interview with Henry Kissinger.  
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Dr. Kissinger received us cordially in 

his office on the 26th floor of 350 Park 

Avenue with panoramic views of south-

east Manhattan. We had tea and sat 

down in big blue sofa’s surrounded by 

pictures of the great and powerful in 

international politics from the last fifty 

years, while Henry Kissinger rested his 

feet on the coffee table in front of him. 

He made it very clear to us that he 

enjoyed talking about Ernst van der 

Beugel. “It is really rare,” he said, “that 

I have the opportunity to speak so 

enthusiastically about someone” and 

affirmed that their relationship was as a 

bond between brothers. 

In addition to the personal relationship between him and Van der Beugel, Kissinger talked about the 

Bilderberg Meetings, Charles de Gaulle, the Lockheed Affaire, the Trilateral Commission, anti-

Americanism and the landing rights negotiations for KLM in the US. After about half an hour his 

secretary came in with a little piece of paper that she handed to Dr. Kissinger. When she had just 

left the room, Kissinger unfolded the little piece of paper and jokingly said that every half hour she 

tries to shove somebody else into the room.  

We talked a little more about the disproportional role of the Dutch in Bilderberg and Henry 

Kissinger generously offered to trace relevant material in his archive for us. For extra questions we 

were welcome to contact his secretary. We said our goodbyes and before we had left the building, 

the next visitors already sat down in the big blue sofas. As we went down the 26 floors of the 

Manhattan skyscraper we reflected on a very fruitful conversation before we went our separate 

ways into the cold streets of New York City. 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Albertine Bloemendal, Henry Kissinger and Giles Scott-Smith 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
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EAAS NIEUWS 
 

EAAS Conference 2012 in Izmir  
 

From March 30 until April 2, an international group of about 230 scholars convened on the vast 

campus of Ege University in the beautiful Aegean city of Izmir (Turkey) for the bi-annual 

conference of the European Association of American Studies. Inspired by President Obama’s health 

care reform, this year’s conference topic, “The Health of the Nation,” attracted 24 workshops with 

presenters from a wide range of countries and disciplines. While some authors focused on the 

physical health of the nation and its citizens (offering, among others, discussions on health care and 

social security reforms, questions of healthy aging and health food, self-management in the age of 

neoliberalism, and links between body building and nation building), other presenters undertook a 

more metaphorical national health check on the levels of economics, history, politics, art, and 

philosophy, featuring topics such as eco-feminist responses to environmental crises; the unhealthy 

roots of U.S. foreign policy decisions; the current economic crisis and the turn towards a “post-

autistic economy”; as well as war and postwar traumata. It was striking that responses to 9/11 

featured prominently on the program, including a juxtaposition of literary, theoretical, political, and 

media discourses, analyses of a broad selection of the roughly 900 novels on the topic, as well as a 

discussion of Daniel Libeskind’s memorial, which sparked a debate on the significance of 9/11 as a 

wound to remember, or a wound to heal. 

 

Among the three keynote speakers, Ayşe Lahur Kırtunç’s comparative analysis of “the health and 

stealth” of the American and the Turkish nation stood out as an immensely courageous critique of 

current developments in both the US and Turkey. Starting out with a discussion of the media’s 

involvement in the creation of a global culture of fear, Kırtunç highlighted the dangerously close 

link between nationalism, patriotism, nativism, and xenophobia, and concluded with a 

condemnation of the U.S. administration’s support for “moderate” forms of Islam in Turkey. It was 

this very support, according to Kırtunç, which facilitated the rise of fundamentalism and culminated 

in the recent introduction of mandatory religious education in Turkish schools, as well as the many 

forms of political repression faced by regime-critics throughout Turkey today. Kırtunç’s lecture 

earned several rounds of applause as it became clear to her audience how great a risk she was taking 

in delivering this speech.  

 

But apart from many impressive, lively, stimulating, and inspiring lectures and presentations, the 

efficient local organizing committee under the direction of Meldan Tanrisal (President of the 

American Studies Association of Turkey and Vice President of EAAS) as well as her many helpful 

student assistants also offered us a warm welcome during receptions and other social gatherings, 

including the fabulous banquet on the top floor of the Izmir Hilton Hotel, which concluded the 

conference with delicious food and a spectacular view of the aegean sea, framed by wonderful 

music. 

 

 

EAAS Conference 2014 in The Hague 
 

It is a great honor and pleasure for us to announce that NASA will be the host of the next EAAS 

conference, scheduled to take place at the Leiden University College at The Hague from April 1 to 

6, 2014 on the topic of “America: Justice, Conflict, War.” A call for workshop and parallel lecture 

proposals will be published in the fall 2012 edition of the EAAS Newsletter. For more information 

and regular updates, please consult the association’s website at: http://www.eaas.eu/. We hope that 

many of our colleagues from across the Netherlands will consider submitting either workshop or 

parallel lecture proposals. 
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AMERICAN STUDIES NIEUWS  
 

New Staff Member University of Groningen  
 

Joanne van der Woude 

As of January 2012, Joanne van der Woude is a Rosalind Franklin 

Fellow in American Studies at the University of Groningen. The 

prestigious university-wide Franklin fellowship program offers a 

track to Full Professor for ambitious female scholars. Joanne’s areas 

of expertise are American literature and culture up to 1800; 

comparative colonial studies; and poetry from the Americas. 

 

Joanne received her Dutch doctoral degree (Drs.) in English 

Language and Literature cum laude from the University of 

Amsterdam in 2001. She went on to do her graduate work in  

English at the University of Virginia (PhD 2007), and won 

predoctoral fellowships from Brown and the University of 

Pennsylvania (among other institutions). She was a Mellon Fellow 

in Columbia University’s esteemed Society of Fellows in the 

Humanities in 2007-2008. In 2008, Joanne became a tenure-track Assistant Professor in the English 

Department at Harvard. 

 

Her first book, Becoming Colonial: Indians, Immigrants, and Early American Aesthetics, is under 

consideration at Chicago University Press. In it, she argues that displacement and intercultural 

contact—as experienced both by Indian and immigrant communities in colonial America—shaped 

their writings and performances in fundamental ways. She reads the New England Puritans in a 

comparative perspective alongside French Huguenots, German Moravians, and Dutch traders, and 

looks at their interactions with Wampanoag, Delaware, Iroquois, and African American 

communities.  

 

Joanne has published articles in Early American Literature, American Quarterly, and several edited 

collections. She is delighted to be returning home to Holland for the next stage of her career. 

 

 

New (and older) Master Programs in North American Studies at Dutch 

University  
 

Next to Master programs in American Studies at the universities of Amsterdam, Utrecht and 

Nijmegen, also Leiden and Groningen will offer a Master’s Degree in North American Studies as of  

the academic year of 2012-2013. 

 

The University of Groningen one-year, English-taught program is aimed at qualified graduate 

students from around the world. Participants are expected to bring to the program an outstanding 

academic record in a relevant Bachelor program in the Humanities, as well as excellent skills in 

both spoken and written English. It gives students the possibility to study abroad for a semester at 

one of the exchange partner institutions of the University of Groningen in the US, Mexico or other 

Latin American countries. Moreover, the MA program offers students the possibility to do an 

internship in the US, in areas such as journalism, politics, diplomacy, international organizations, 

business and the media. In addition, students can customize their own curriculum. Students can 

choose from an enhanced course offer. They can take an individual tutorial and pick one of the three 
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specialization tracks that reflect their personal interest (Cultural-historical track, Socio-political 

track and American media track). 

 

More information: http://www.rug.nl/let/onderwijs/Master/AmericanStudies/studieprogramma. 

 

 

Leiden ‘s new MA program in North American Studies lie particularly in African-American history 

and literature, U.S. political history and foreign policy, and immigrant and ethnic studies in the US. 

Graduates in American Studies go on to a variety of careers in teaching, journalism, radio and TV, 

politics, government, publishing and research, as well as other fields that call for academic training 

and skills. At Leiden, master’s students study U.S. history, literature and culture, as part of an 

integrated approach to American Studies. This enables you to discover connections between 

historical events and cultural and literary developments. You can, for example, investigate how the 

struggle for black civil rights influenced African-American and other minority literatures, and study 

how films and novels became weapons in the struggle for, and against, civil rights for minorities. 

 

More information http://en.mastersinleiden.nl/programmes/american-studies/en/introduction/  

 

 

American Studies at the University of Amsterdam (UvA) approaches the United States from an 

international and comparative perspective, and  has recently been expanded to include the new 

global perspective. Central themes in the programme are: American democracy, American-

European diplomatic and military relations, the Americanisation of Europe and allegations 

concerning American cultural imperialism.  

 

More information: http://www.studeren.uva.nl/ma_american_studies/ 

 

 

The one year MA program at Nijmegen offers specializations in one or more disciplines of 

American Studies and in the interdisciplinary study of the culture and society of the US. The MA 

has two main subjects: a cultural variant and a political / economical variant. If you have your BA, 

you will be admitted to the MA. 

 

More information: http://www.ru.nl/englishdept/old-documents/education/master_american/ 

 

 

The Master's programme in American Studies at Utrecht focuses on international debates about the 

global position of American culture that employ concepts such as cultural hierarchy, cultural 

imperialism, cultural national identity, anti-Americanism and globalisation. This focus makes 

American Studies a highly dynamic and relevant discipline for students who seek to understand the 

cultural, ethnic and national encounters that have shaped the most powerful and controversial 

culture in the world.  

 

More information: ttp://www.uu.nl/faculty/humanities/EN/education/mastersprogrammes/ 

americanstudies/Pages/default.aspx 

 

http://www.rug.nl/let/onderwijs/Master/AmericanStudies/studieprogramma
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TRAHA jury and nominees (from left to right): Peter de Vries, Max Joles, Adam Fairclough, Jaap Kooijman, Margreke Bol, Geert Bullens, 

Michael Zontos, Roger Voncken, Stefan Verhage, Ronald Sturris, Anneke Korfker 

Jury (from left to right): Geert Bullens, Adam  

Fairclough and Jaap Kooijman 

 
 

ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2012  
 

Since 1987 the Roosevelt Study Center has presented the yearly Theodore Roosevelt American 

History Awards (TRAHA) to the best theses on American history defended at Dutch universities. 

 

This year’s competition for the TRAHA received nine 

entries. On April 19, 2012 the first prize, a trip to the US to 

the birthplaces of Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt and the 

FDR Presidential Library in Hyde Park, New York, was 

awarded to Roger Voncken.  

 

This year’s jury consisted of Adam Fairclough, Jaap 

Kooijman and Geert Bullens (winner of the first prize in 

2011). Please find the jury report on the next page. 
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First prize 

Roger Voncken (Radboud University), “Rediscovering U.S. Geopolitics: A Study on the Influence 

of Classical Geopolitics on American Foreign Policy during 1945-1950” 

 

This thought-provoking thesis investigates a familiar theme in 

a fresh and convincing way. Discussing lesser-known thinkers 

such as Haushofer and Spykman, as well as big names like 

Mackinder, the thesis rescues geopolitics from its alleged 

association with fascism and makes a strong case that 

geopolitical theory exerted a strong, albeit rarely 

acknowledged, influence on the 

formulation of U.S. foreign policy after 

the Second World War. The author 

correctly points out that it is difficult to 

measure “influence,” but the links might 

have become more visible had the 

author made greater use of American 

primary sources. Nevertheless, the jury 

found this well-written and carefully-

argued thesis persuasive and original, 

and easily agreed that it merited the first 

prize. 

 

Second Prize: 

Anna Marie Korfker, (Utrecht University), “Behind Closed Doors: Upper-Class Notions of 

Womanhood in the Plantation Mistress’s Intimate Sphere”  

 

Drawing upon memoirs, diaries, and female slave autobiographies, among other sources, the author 

discusses what she calls the “fluid identities” of the slaveholding lady. The author clearly positions 

herself in the historical and theoretical debates, showing not only a good understanding of the topic 

but also familiarity with the field. By clearly demarking her topic within the larger discussion the 

author effectively shows how her work makes a contribution. The thematic distinctions made in the 

subsequent chapters—focusing on the relationship with respectively husbands, children, and female 

slaves/friends—provide an effective way of organizing the material and structuring the argument. 

Fluently written and demonstrating a high level of analysis, this thesis made a strong impression on 

the jury. 

 

 

Third Prize 

Margreke Bol (VU Amsterdam), “J.B. Lenoir: Een Politieke Biografie: ‘Lord, Why Was I Born in 

Mississippi?’” 

 

This thesis is clearly a labor of love. Her curiosity piqued by listening to the 1967 hit by British 

bluesman John Mayall, “The Death of J. B. Lenoir,” the author embarked on a search for the origins 

of Lenoir’s political engagement. In the course of that search, Bol pieced together a biography, 

compiled a discography, and put together a 25-song CD, of this unusually politically-conscious 

blues artist. The story of Lenoir, a name hitherto familiar to only die-hard blues-lovers, deserves to 

be told. Moreover, the connection that the author makes between blues songs and politics—

rereading political events through these blues songs—is a strong element of this thesis. That said, 

the jury missed a clear historical and methodological framework. The author has read the relevant 

literature, but could have applied it more effectively. The analysis of the songs is perhaps a little too 

descriptive. Still, this is a strikingly original thesis that deserves recognition. 
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Alet Heezemans (Radboud University), “Who Will Deal with the Housework? Beat Women and 

Feminism” 

 

This thesis offers a well-written discussion of an interesting topic. Examining the writings of Beat 

women within the context of America’s social and cultural history, the thesis advances the claim, in 

a carefully nuanced way, that these woman can be regarded as proto-feminists who foreshadowed 

the women’s movement that swept America in the late 1960s and 1970s. Yet the scope is perhaps 

too broad, a weakness that characterizes several other entries. The focus seems to be less on the 

actual Beat women writers, but on the general Feminist movement in the US. As a result, the 

described developments are reduced to broad strokes, and it is not always clear how the discussed 

literary works contributed to the overall historical developments. Most original and thought 

provoking is the “retrospective feminism” chapter, using the memoirs of beat women to look back 

on history. This could have been the starting point of a more focused and less broad thesis. 

 

 

Max Joles (University of Amsterdam), “‘The Past Isn’t Dead and Buried’: Obama’s Memoir in the 

Tradition of African-American Autobiography Writing” 

 

The subject of this thesis, of course, is Dreams from My Father, the president’s 1995 memoir about 

his childhood, adolescence, and early manhood in Hawaii, Indonesia, and mainland America. This 

is a promising topic, and the thesis identifies a number of themes that Dreams shares with other 

African-American memoirs. In the end, however, the jury felt that the descriptive elements of the 

thesis overshadowed the analytical elements, and that the author could have positioned himself 

more firmly and explicitly in relation to the existing work on Obama’s book. In addition, the thesis 

might have been grounded more thoroughly in both the historical and theoretical literature about 

autobiography as genre. Still, this is an interesting and well-written thesis. 

 

 

Ronald Sturris (Leiden University), “The Great War of Theodore Roosevelt” 

 

“The Great War of Theodore Roosevelt” is a well written thesis based on solid research and 

effective use of Roosevelt’s letters. The underlying tension between the ideals and world views of 

Wilson and Roosevelt is worked out convincingly. However, the jury felt that the thesis overstated 

Roosevelt’s influence. Its assertion that American foreign policy in the late twentieth century has 

been more Rooseveltian than Wilsonian may be broadly true, but it is not clear that Roosevelt’s 

position on the First World War had any influence on that long-term development. The thesis might 

have been stronger if the author had presented both Wilson and Roosevelt as representatives of 

perspectives; Roosevelt seems to get a bigger role in history than really is warranted. This is, of 

course, a common characteristic of many biographical studies. Between enthusiasm for the subject 

and regard for broader historical factors, it is always hard to strike the right balance. 

 

 

Stefan Verhage (Leiden University), “‘Not for its Merit:’ Emerson’s Disappointment with his 

Later Work and His Reversal of Criticism”  

 

Verhage treats the relationship of the famous writer and thinker with his critics, and the treatment of 

his later work by contemporaries and biographers. The author is clearly well-versed in his subject 

and offers an interesting analysis of Emerson’s philosophical reflections on criticism. The jury felt, 

however, that the thesis assumed too much knowledge about Emerson on the part of the reader, and 

that more historical background, introduced sooner, would have better explained the significance of 

the topic. It is not clear until the later chapters where the author is going with his argument. 
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Peter de Vries (VU Amsterdam), “‘No Dogs, No Niggers, No Reporters:’ The Black Pages of 

American History: De raciale strijd naar gelijkheid bezien vanuit het perspectief van drie kranten” 

 

Using the archives of the Chicago Tribune, the Atlanta Daily World (a black-owned newspaper), 

and the Montgomery Advertiser, De Vries examines how these papers reported key episodes in the 

history of the civil rights movement and how press coverage aided that movement. This is an 

important topic, and the jury commends the author for engaging in serious primary research. At the 

same time, the jury felt that the scope of the enquiry was far too ambitious, and that the 

organization of the thesis into so many sections and sub-sections hindered the production of a 

coherent, integrated text. 

 

 

Michael Zontos (Utrecht University), “Jeffersonian Republicanism and Hamiltonian Federalism in 

the Progressive Era: Herbert Croly and Struggle for Ideology” 

 

The current debate over so-called “Obamacare,” which pits advocates of strong national 

government against states rightists, illustrates the timelessness of the subject treated by Zontos. The 

author convincingly shows the relevance of the distinction between Jeffersonian Republicanism and 

Hamiltonian Federalism in the discussion of Herbert Croly, and examines the influence of Croly’s 

key work, The Promise of American Life on early twentieth-century progressives, in particular 

Theodore Roosevelt. The study is well researched, although the author could perhaps have made 

more use of Croly’s writing. The jury also felt that the concept of ideology required more extensive 

treatment. This is a very solid and somewhat traditional thesis in American Studies, but the jury 

looked for that extra something, that greater depth, that would have made the originality of the 

argument more evident. 

 

 

New Website 
 

During May 2012, the RSC will launch its new website. The fully updated site offers an accessible, 

user-friendly overview of the Center’s collections, publications, and upcoming events. An “In The 

Spotlight” section will present the latest news and highlight key documents from the RSC’s 

archives. The new website also possesses an online archive allowing insight into the Center’s 

activities in previous years.  
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The U.S. Presidential Elections: Past and Present 
 

The Roosevelt Study Center set up a research and lecture program in cooperation with Roosevelt 

Academy students to present the principles and practices of U.S. Presidential Elections to a general 

audience. Three students were selected to analyze election themes and present their work during 

Studium Generale events.  

 

The first lecture in this series took place on November 16, 2011, when RSC’s Fulbright-Dow 

Scholar professor Corwin Smidt explained the history and the strengths and weaknesses of the U.S. 

electoral system. 
 

Three third year RA students, Lisette van Leemput, Jan Jensma and Alexander van Rijn tackled the 

coverage of Republicans in the Dutch media, the importance of free trade as a campaign issue, and 

technology and election campaigning respectively.  
 

On December 19, 2011, they 

began their four weeks of 

research at the RSC. Their 

first Studium Generale 

lecture was held on  

February 29, 2012, with the 

guest speaker, journalist and 

author Koen Petersen. 

Lisette followed his lecture 

with a presentation on her preliminary research results. The second Studium Generale event was on 

April 4, with Prof. Galen Irwin as the lecturer. Jan and Alexander followed him with their research 

results. 

 

A second series of research and lectures begins on May 21, 2012, with new RA students. They will 

do their research in the summer. The next Studium Generale events will be held on the following 

dates: October 10, 24 and 31, 2012 concluded by an Election Night on November 6, 2012. 

 

 

Lecture Koen Petersen: Republicans Explained vs The Blame Game 

On February 29, 2012, American studies expert and political scientist Koen Petersen explained the 

background of the American Conservatism. He claimed that Dutch audiences are ill informed about 

the US because most Dutch correspondents confirm the image of popular TV series by perspectives 

from modern coastal cities like New York or San Francisco.  

 

This one-sided image often leaves out the sizeable part of the 

American population that lives in the Mid-West that is generally 

more conservative in outlook. To redress this short-coming Petersen 

made an appeal for more balanced and professional reporting on 

Republicans and their voters in the Dutch media. He cited 2008’s 

“Obamania” as the prime example of not granting the Republicans a 

fair deal. Based on that, he was afraid of a repeat of this 

phenomenon in the upcoming elections, once again preventing the 

Dutch audience from understanding a large section of the American 

electorate.  

 

After his lecture, Lisette van Leemput presented the results of her 

research project on the representation of Republicans in Dutch 



 
 17 

 

media between 1980 and 2004. She concluded that despite the natural sympathy with Democrats, 

the Dutch print media paid more attention to the Republicans, because they felt a need to explain 

why most Americans prefer a Republican candidate. The tone of reporting depended more on the 

predecessor and opposing candidates.  

 

 

Lecture Galen Irwin: U.S. Campaign Strategy: Doing What It Takes to Win 

On April 4, 2012, the third lecture was delivered by Prof. Galen Irwin, 

an opinion poll and voting behavior expert who explained the function 

of campaign strategies. To win the campaign the contender has to try 

and do four things:  

 

1) motivate supporters to vote; 

2) persuade undecided voters to become supporters;  

3) convert opponents into supporters; 

4) motivate opponents to stay home instead of voting.  

 

However, whereas the goal of the elections has not change over the 

years, the ways and means of campaigning have changed significantly. 

In the past fifty years the instruments have expanded from speeches and rallies to social media and 

the accumulation of voter information. The most important prerequisite for doing everything 

possible to win is money, which has become more and more a key factor in U.S. elections. With the 

current developments resulting from the Supreme Court decision in Citizens United v. Federal 

Election Commission, there is now more election money available than ever.  

 

Prof. Irwin also spoke about the differences between elections in the US and those in the 

Netherlands. Elections in the US result in clear winners and losers, as only one person will become 

President. In the Netherlands, however, clear losers are harder to define, due to the fact that party 

leaders will all be elected during elections, so no one goes home empty handed. Clear distinctions 

are made even more difficult by the fact that parties can claim victories in many different ways. 

This results in the different nature of both elections and makes U.S. elections much more 

competitive and less forgiving.  

 

Following the lecture RA students Jan Jensma and Alexander van Rijn, presented the results of their 

research. Jan’s project, entitled “Free Trade in Recent American Presidential Elections,” examined 

how the issue of trade has played out among candidates and voters in presidential elections over the 

past twenty years. Alexander’s project, entitled “Technological Developments and their Impact on 

Campaign Strategy in the U.S. Presidential Elections: Past and Present,” mapped out the impact of 

technological novelties, such as the introduction of television in the 1960 election and social media 

in 2008, on campaign strategy and, ultimately, the results. 

 

 

Lecturers in the RSC series on Presidential Elections 2012 

 

Corwin Smidt studied political science and history at Northwestern College 

(Iowa) and University of Iowa. He teaches political science at Calvin 

College, Michigan, and is Director of the Paul B. Henry Institute. In the fall 

of 2011 he was at the Roosevelt Center where he held the “Dow-Fulbright 

Distinguish Research Chair”. 
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Koen Petersen studied American Studies at the Universiteit van Amsterdam, 

specializes in American Politics and History. He has recently published Einddoel 

Witte Huis: Hoe de Amerikanen hun President kiezen, a book with Elsevier, in 

which he explains the election process in the United States.  
 

 

Galen Irwin is Professor of Political Behaviour and Research Methods at Leiden 

University. He studied political science at the universities of Kansas and Florida 

State. His research interests include voting studies and public opinion. He has lived 

in the Netherlands for the past forty years, and has been a political commentator 

during both U.S. and Dutch elections.  
 

 

New Collections 
 

In January 2012, the Roosevelt Study Center acquired a new set of microfilms. These include Civil 

Rights during the Eisenhower Administration Part 1 (School Desegregation), The Black Power 

Movement Part 3 and 4 (Papers of the Revolutionary Action Movement and League of 

Revolutionary Black Workers 1965-1976) and the complete collection of CIA Research Reports 

between 1946-1976.  

 

In addition to CIA Reports Western Europe, which were already available at the RSC, researchers 

now also have access to CIA Reports Africa, China, Japan, Korea & The Security of Asia, the 

Middle East, the Soviet Union, Vietnam & Southeast Asia and the Vietnam & Southeast Asia 

supplement.  

 

Finally, the RSC has acquired Records of the U.S. Information Agency: Cold War Era Special 

Reports (1953-1963 and 1964-1983) as well as the Cold War Era Research Reports (1960-1963).  

 

For a detailed overview, see “Collections” at www.roosevelt.nl. 

 

 

 

Aio Seminar  
 

Four times a year about eight to ten PhD students in American History and American Studies 

working in the Netherlands meet at the Roosevelt Study Center to discuss the progress of their work 

and gain new insights in selected aspects of American history. The group has gained a few more 

members and is happy to see a number of the “old guard” plan the official defense of their 

dissertations. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday June 13, 2012, with a number of student 

presentations. If you want to join us, please contact the RSC at rsc@zeeland.nl. 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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FULBRIGHT 
 

Fulbright Scholars 2012 
 

Dr. Frederic Borch, Regimental Historian and Archivist at the Judge Adovate 

General’s Corps, U.S. Army. He will conduct research on the Dutch military 

courts prosecuting Japanese soldiers after World War II. Borch also took a 

teaching position at the University Leiden Center for Terrorism and 

Counterterrorism, The Hague.  

 

Dr. Charles Postel, Associate Professor of History at San Francisco State 

University. He will hold the Fulbright-Dow Distinguished Research Chair of the 

Roosevelt Study Center during the fall of 2012. 

 

“Pursuit of Reform and the Birth of Modern America, 1865-1920” is a book-length 

study of reform political thought from Appomattox to World War I. It focuses on 

the ideas of both the leaders and the activists of powerful social movements of the 

age such as farm and labor reform, temperance, and female suffrage. In his study, 

Postel examines ideological continuity and disjuncture in “political thinking.” Building on the 

concept of alternative visions of capitalism and modernity, his book project will make a major 

contribution to understanding American political thought and the role it played in the development 

of the politics and institutions that created the modern United States. 

 

 

Pre-Departure bijeenkomst Studeren in Amerika 
Donderdagmiddag 14 juni 2012 in Amsterdam 

 

Deze bijeenkomst staat open voor alle scholieren en studenten die komend academisch jaar in 

Amerika gaan studeren of onderzoek doen en meer willen weten over praktische zaken en 

voorbereiding op vertrek als visumaanvraag, verzekeringen etc. Er is een medewerker van het 

Amerikaans Consulaat aanwezig om de visumaanvraag toe te lichten. Deelname opgeven via 

info@fulbright.nl en vermeld tevens de naam van de Amerikaanse universiteit waar je gaat 

studeren. Je ontvangt dan een bevestiging met routebeschrijving en programma. Entree: € 5. 

 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter. 

Twitter Erik van den Berg, educational adviser: http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL. 

 

 

Stageprogramma 
 

Wil je stage lopen in de Verenigde Staten? Studeer je in het hoger onderwijs of ben je nog geen jaar 

afgestudeerd? Dan hebben we het juiste programma voor je. Het stageprogramma van het Fulbright 

Center biedt Nederlandse WO en HBO studenten de gelegenheid deel te nemen aan de American 

way of life. Het Fulbright Center kan dan een visum voor je regelen voor een stage van maximaal 

twaalf maanden. Jij regelt, eventueel met onze hulp, een stageplek, wij regelen de 

visumdocumenten en een basisverzekering tegen ziektekosten en bieden je een uitstekende 

voorbereiding. Het Fulbright Center is de meest betaalbare aanbieder van deze dienstverlening in 

Nederland. 

 

Heb je vragen? Mail dan naar: r.saya@fulbright.nl of bel naar 020-5315930. Kijk voor meer 

informatie op over het stageprogramma op: http://www.fulbright.nl/?menutree=5|111. 

mailto:info@fulbright.nl
http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter
http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL
mailto:r.saya@fulbright.nl
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CONFERENTIES & SEMINARS  
 

 

The Fifth HOTCUS Annual Conference 
June 20-22, 2012, Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg 

 

The European organization of Historians of the Twentieth Century United States (HOTCUS) will 

hold its annual meeting for the first time on the European continent. Hotcus exists to facilitate and 

promote scholarship in the field of twentieth century American history and used to meet in the UK. 

Now it is reaching out to other European countries. The featured key note speaker is Prof. Charles 

Postel from San Francisco State University. The program covers a wide range of topics. A great 

number of young scholars present the latest results of their research.  

 

Full details of the conference, including location and fees, can be found on the conference page of 

the HOTCUS website: 

http://www.hotcus.org.uk/Events/Entries/2012/6/20_2012_HOTCUS_Annual_Conference.html 

 

Registration fees range from € 50 for one day to € 150 for the entire conference, including coffee, 

lunches, receptions, and dinner.  

 

Registration deadline: May 20, 2012 

 

Program 

Wednesday, June 20 

14.30-15.45 Registration 

16.00-18.00 Annual Bryce Lecture by Professor Charles Postel 

18.00  Drinks Reception and Conference Dinner 

 

Thursday, June 21 

9.00-10.30 Session I 

Panel A: Informal Diplomacy and Transatlantic Relations 

 Thomas Gijswijt, Wikileaks and the Informal Dimension of Dutch-American relations 

 Albertine Bloemendal, Ernst van der Beugel—A Transatlantic Mediator 

 Kim van der Wijngaart, Keeping the Faith: Informal Diplomacy and Dutch-American 

Relations in the 1970s 

 

Panel B: The Politics of the Past and Present 

 John Morello, Selling the ‘Available Man’: Albert D. Lasker, Advertising, and the Election 

of Warren G. Harding 

 D’Ann Campbell, Patriotism and Propaganda in World War II 

 Richard Jenson, Great Depression and Great Recession: Looking for Useful Lessons of  

History 

 

Panel C: Concepts of Ethnic Identity 

 Christian Wilbers, Between Third Reich and the American Way: Transatlantic Migration 

and the Politics of Belonging, 1920-1945 
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 James Wilkey, Forming in the Present, Filling in the Past: Redefining Exile Identity through 

the Memory of Operation Pedro Pan 

 Henry Oinas-Kukkonen, Explanations for Non-Democratic Fukuda-san to the First US 

Occupation Soldiers 

 

10.30-11.00 Coffee/Tea 

11.00-12.30 Session II 

Panel A: Transatlantic Relations and Public Diplomacy 

 Frank Gerits, The Psychological Scramble for Africa: American Diplomacy Towards Africa, 

1955-1965 

 Victor Gavin, The US and the Last Years of Franco’s Spain: Bases, NATO and Stability, 

1970-1975 

 Malcolm Craig, The United States, the United Kingdom,and their Cooperation against the 

Pakistani Nuclear Weapons Programme, 1978-1979 

 

Panel B: The Citizen and the State 

 Simone Diender, The Private Citizen: Expert Power and American Civic Obligations,1924-

1970 

 Emma Long, The End of the Wall of Separation? The Roberts Court and the Church-State 

Debate 

 

Panel C: Billy Graham in Europe 

 Uta Balbier, Billy Graham in West German: Mass-Evangelism, Consumerism, and the Free 

World 

 Hans Krabbendam, Billy Graham in the Low Countries Campaigns 

 Hilde Løvdal, Billy Graham and Scandinavia Converts 

 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 

13.30-15.00 Session III 

Panel A: Transatlantic Social Politics I 

 Jean-Louis Marin-Lamellet, Acquainting America with Work in Foreign Experimentations: 

Benjamin Orange Flower and The Arena, 1889-1909 

 Daniel Scroop, A Populist Atlantic? Antimonopoly and the Politics of Reform, 1890-1940 

 Axel Schäfer, Isaac M. Rubinow and the Transatlantic Dimensions of Progressive Reform, 

1893-1936 

 

Panel B: Obama 

 Judd Birdsall, A New Beginning? The Cairo Speech and Obama’s Efforts to Reset Relations 

with the Muslim World 

 Zinovia Lialiouti, The Rhetorical Presidency in the Context of the Economic Crisis and the 

American Dream: The Case of Barack Obama 

 Dawn-Marie Gibson, Radicalizing Obama: Wright, Farrakhan and Pfleger 

 

Panel C: Racial Integration and its Challengers 

 Lawrence T. McDonnell, New South, New Nation, New Calhoun: A Tale of Two Statues 

 Misti Nicole Harper, A Matter for the Mothers to Settle: Gender, Class and School 

Integration at Central High School 

 Zoe Hyman, Organised Assistance: Rhodesia’s American Friends, 1965-1975 

 

15.00-15.30 Coffee/Tea 
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15.30-17.00 Session IV 

Panel A: Transatlantic Social Politics II 

 Nick Witham, Transnational Social Politics after the 1960s: New Left Review, Verso Books 

and the Politics of Central American Solidarity 

 David Sarias, ‘We are All Europeans’: Towards a Cosmopolitan Understanding of the 

American Traditionalist Right 

 Manuel Tardio, The Spanish Right in the 1960s and the Debate about the End of Ideologies 

 

Panel B: FDR Administration 

 Jan Peter Verhave, Paul de Kruif and His Actions for Health Reform in America 

 Dean J. Kotlowski, The Sphinx Revisited: Understanding Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Successful 

Bid for a Third Nomination 

 George Morahan, The Army-Navy Contest for Control of Land-Based Antisubmarine 

Aviation and the Military Unification Debate, 1942-1948 

 

Panel C: Intellectual Debates about US External Relations 

 Craig Perrier, Understanding the Nation in Transnational Paradigms: Confronting Claims 

of United States Interwar Isolationism in Secondary Education 

 Fabian Hilfrich, Before, After, and During Revolutions: Debating the Role of Revolutionary 

Change during the Vietnam War 

 

18.00-19.00 Reception 

 

Friday, June 22 

9.00-11.00 Session V 

Panel A: Popular Culture and American Politics 

 Harvey G. Cohen, ‘Footlight Parade’ and the New Deal 

 Barbara Pitak, Musical: An Original Produce of American Culture 

 Louis Mazzari, The Triumph of Modernity: Folk Art and Pop Culture in the 1940s 

 

Panel B: Black Politics and Civil Rights 

 Olly Ayers, The 1935 Strike at the Amsterdam News and the Attitudes to Organised Labour 

in 1930s Black Politics 

 Zoe Colley, ‘This Lousy Hell Hole’: Exploring the Imprisonment of Civil Rights Activists in 

the South through their Jail Letters, 1960-1965 

 Tom Adam Davies, Black Community Activism and the Black Freedom Struggle 

 Ruth Martin, Outside Agitators? Radical Lawyers in the Civil Rights Movement, 1962-1965 

 

Panel C: Party Politics, 1960s-present 

 David Ballantyne, Fritz Hollings of South Carolina and the Politics of Hunger in the 1960s 

 Patrick Andelic, Dear Yorker: Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the 1976 New York Senate Race, 

and the Democratic Party 

 Tom Packer, Jesse Helms, North Carolina and Conservative Democrats 

 John Kirk, They Think It’s All Over… It is Now: How Arkansas Transformed from One of 

the Most Democratic States to One of the Most Republican, 1966-present 

 

11.00-11.30 Coffee/Tea 

11.30-13.00 Session VI 

Panel A: Transatlantic Anti-Communist Networks 

 Giles Scott-Smith, West European Intelligence and Interdoc: Transatlantic 

(Un)Cooperation in the Anti-Communist Cause 
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 Jeffrey Michaels, Waging ‘Protracted Conflict’ Behind-the-Scenes: Frank R. Barnett and 

the Cold War 

 Matthew Glazebrook, An American Town: The Peekskill Anticommunist Riots and the 

Grassroots Politics of Patriotism 

 

Panel B: US Foreign Policy 

 Jan Pajor, The United States and the Xinhai Revolution in China, 1911-1912 

 Helen Bury, The President’s ‘Thunderclap’: Eisenhower, Rockefeller and the “Open Skies” 

Initiative 

 David Model, US Post-Colonialism in Africa 

 

Panel C: Anglo-American Social Relations 

 Sean Dettman, The Blitz and its Impact on US Public Opinion  

 Nimrod Tal, ‘In These Days, Everybody Wanted to Be a Reb; It’s the British Spirit’: 

American Civil War Re-enactment in Britain, 1951-1977 

 

13.00-14.00 Lunch and End of Conference 

 

 

 

European Beat Studies Network Inaugural Conference 

Roosevelt Study Center Middelburg on September 5-7, 2012 

 

The Network aims to bring together from across Europe (and beyond) those who share an interest in 

the Beat Generation and associated writings. We hope that the EBSN will be inclusive, a genuine 

community of scholars and students, writers and artists, which not only reaches out to all kinds of 

people who work on the Beats but also actively invites their participation. You don’t need an 

academic affiliation to become a member, and there are (for now at least) no fees for becoming a 

member. At the conference members will have a chance to give papers and talks, and also to 

contribute to the writing of the Network’s mission statement and appointing the board to run it. 

 

The conference organizers are Chad Weidner (Events Coordinator), Oliver Harris (EBSN 

President), and Polina Mackay (EBSN Secretary). 

 

For more information on the European Beat Studies Network and additional news on registration 

and fees, visit the website: www.ebsn.eu or contact c.weidner@roac.nl. 

 

http://www.ebsn.eu/
mailto:c.weidner@roac.nl
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Program 

Wednesday, September 5 

10.00  Registration 

11.00  Opening of the Conference by EBSN President Oliver Harris 

11.30-13.00 Session 1: Beats in Europe 

Franca Bellarsi, “The Beats and the English Romantics” 

Jaap Van der Bent, “Beat Influence in Postwar German Literature” 

Richard Ellis, “The British Beat, 1957-1964” 

 

13.00-14.30 Lunch 

14.30-16.00 Session 2: The French Connection  

Arash Aminian, “Kerouac as a Wild Existentialist?” 

Véronique Lane, “The French Back-story to the First Beat Novel” 

Peggy Pacini, “Satori in Paris” 

 

14.30-16.00 Session 3: Ginsberg’s America 

Rona Cran, “Allen Ginsberg and Frank O’Hara” 

Oana Demeter, “Mirroring Americanism” 

Luke Walker, “Emotion and Vision in Ginsberg’s Albion” 

 

16.00  Coffee/Tea 

16.30-18.00 Session 4: Lost in Sensation 

Beth Huber, Rain Newcomb, Emily Darnell, Alan Wray,  

“The Sensory World of the Beats” 

 

16.30-18.00 Session 5: Beat Experiments and Performances 

John Long, “Could the Beats Have Done it without the Drugs?” 

Bent Sorensen, “Buddhism, Madness & Movement in Kerouac” 

Gillian Thomson, on Anne Waldman’s “Corporeal Passions” 

 

18.00-19.00 Reception 

 

Thursday, September 6 

09.30  Registration 

10.00-11.30 Session 6: Gender/Sex 

Nancy Grace, “Kerouac’s Confessions and the Beat(en) Body” 

Pierre-Antoine Pellerin, “Jack Kerouac and the Contradictions of Cold War 

Masculinity” 

Raven See, “Gendered Spaces in a Borderless Generation” 

 

11.45-13.15 Session 7: Beats Abroad  

Diederik Oostdijk, “Gregory Corso and Anthony Hecht in Italy” 

Erik Mortenson, “The Reception of On the Road in Turkey” 

Ceren Sengezer, “Jack Kerouac and Shakespeare’s Forest of Arden” 

 

11.45-13.15 Session 8: Burroughsian Physics 

Alexander Greiffenstern, “Becoming-Animal in the Work of William Burroughs” 

Robert W Jones II, “The Somatic Philosophy of William Burroughs” 

Chad Weidner, “Mutable Forms: The Proto-ecology of Burroughs’ Early Cut-Ups” 

 

13.15-14.30 Lunch 
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14.30-16.30 Session 9: Beat Women 

Alet Heezemans, “Beat Women and Feminism” 

Polina Mackay, “Approaching the Work of Beat Generation Women” 

Doreen Saar, “‘More Sex’: DiPrima’s Burlesque Anatomy in Memoirs of a Beatnik” 

Tony Trigilio, “Elise Cowen’s Poems & Fragments” 

 

14.30-16.30 Session 10: Burroughsian Times 

Edward Robinson, “Ah Pook Is Here … Now!” 

Thomas Robinson, “Burroughs and Children’s Literature” 

Tomasz Stompor, “William Burroughs’ Concepts of Time” 

 

16.30  Coffee/Tea 

17.00-18.00 Session 11: Gerry Nicosia in Conversation 

 

Friday, September 7 

09.30  Registration 

10.00-11.30 Session 12: Beat Receptions  

Maarten van Gageldonk, The Beats in The Evergreen Review 

Alan Garfield, “A Pilgrimage to the Beat Museum” 

Arthur Nusbaum, “Beat Books as Artefacts” 

 

11.45-13.15 Session 13: Pierre Joris and The Beats 

Pierre Joris, Peter Cockelbergh, Franca Bellarsi 

 

11.45-13.15 Session 14: Burroughs  

Ben Heal, “Noir Themes in Hippos and Paul Bowles’ Early Fiction” 

Ben Miller, “‘El Hombre Imperial’: Vision, Visibility, and the Image in Naked 

Lunch” 

Vojo Sindolic, “William Burroughs in Dubrovnik” 

 

13.15-14.30 Lunch 

14.30-16.30 Session 15: Magic and Cinema 

Antonio Bonome, “William Burroughs and Invisible Cinema” 

Adrien Clerc, on Pull My Daisy and A Bucket of Blood 

Davide Crimi, “The Revival of Magick in Our Time” 

Yony Leyser, “William Burroughs and Queercore” 

 

14.30-16.30 Session 16: Kerouac’s Road  

Erin Bell, “Homoeroticism & the Third World in On the Road” 

Melanie Eis, “On the Road, the Counterculture, Whiteness, and Masculinity” 

Maria Jackson, “French Friends, American Allies: Ethnic Dynamics in On the Road” 

Loni Reynolds, “Catholicism in On the Road” 

 

16.30  Coffee/Tea 

17.00-18.30 Session 17: The End 

Performance by Johny Brown and Inga Tillere Davis Schneiderman, “Call All 
Active Agents” 
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For more information on the following seminars, please contact symposium director Ms. Marty 

Gecek: mgecek@SalzburgGlobal.org or consult the website.  

 

Conference fees vary depending on the financial circumstances of an individual applicant. The 

conference is fully residential, with board and lodging included in the fee, from dinner on the 

opening day until breakfast on the departure day. Travel to and from Salzburg is not included.  

 

 

Resistance and Readiness: Immigration, Nativism and the Challenge of Ethnic 

and Religious Diversity in the US and Europe Today 
Salzburg Global Seminar, Salzburg, Austria 

September 27-October 1, 2012 
 

The symposium will examine issues of race and ethnicity, grounds for migration (push and pull 

factors), dichotomies between "natives" and "newcomers" and their significance in the US and 

various parts of Europe. For more information see the symposium website: 

www.SalzburgGlobal.org/go/SSASA2012Immigration. 

 

Speakers: 

- Pete Rose (Symposium Chair, Smith College) 

- Andrea Hairston (Smith College) 

- Rob Kroes (Utrecht University) 

- Edward Mortimer (Salzburg Global Seminar) 

- Berndt Ostendorf (Ludwig Maximilian University) 

- Rubén Rumbaut (University of California Irvine) 

 

 

Screening America: Film and Television in the 21
st
 Century 

Salzburg Global Seminar, Salzburg, Austria 

November 15-19, 2012 

 

The symposium will examine the recent changes in the modern media and particular in the film and 

television industries, and the ways in which they have reflected and engaged with America and 

abroad. Sessions will explore the institutional effect of films and television on the arts, technology 

and politics of the US and ultimately their relation to the perception of America abroad. For more 

information see the symposium website: www.SalzburgGlobal.org/go/SSASA2012FilmandTV. 

 

Speakers: 

- Ron Clifton (Symposium Chair, Stetson University) 

- Walter Höbling (Karl-Franzens-University) 

- Melis Behlil (Kadir Has University) 

- Christopher Bigsby (Arthur Miller Center for American Studies) 

- Christof Decker (Ludwig Maximilian University) 

- Lary May (University of Minnesota) 

- Toby Miller (University of California) 

- Richard Pells (University of Texas at Austin) 

- William Uricchio (Utrecht University) 

mailto:mgecek@SalzburgGlobal.org
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10
th

 Annual Spring Academy Conference in 2013 
Heidelberg Center for American Studies (Germany) 

 

The HCA Spring Academy on American History, Culture & 

Politics is an annual, one-week interdisciplinary conference 

at Heidelberg University for PhD candidates working in 

different fields of American studies. It has been very successful in establishing an international 

network of young and aspiring researchers. 

 

Every year the HCA invites outstanding PhD students from diverse academic disciplines to 

Heidelberg to present their dissertation projects in the field of American Studies. All presentations 

are thematically arranged into ten panels. Participants are requested to prepare a twenty-minute 

presentation of their research projects which is followed by a forty-minute discussion session. The 

participants of the HCA Spring Academy greatly benefit from the insights generated by this cross-

disciplinary and intercultural dialogue. 

 

Additionally, the HCA invites international scholars to share their expertise with the participants of 

the Spring Academy. To this end, the conference is complemented by workshops, a panel 

discussion, and an excursion. 

 

Call for Papers 

The 10
th

 HCA Spring Academy Call for Papers will be available in August 2012. To apply for the 

Spring Academy 2013, please visit the website: www.hca.uni-heidelberg.de. Applications will be 

accepted between September 1 to December 15, 2012. 

 

 

NIEUWE PUBLICATIES  
 

Verscheurd Amerika 

Hans Veldman, Verscheurd Amerika: Over Obama, Presidentsverkiezingen, Wal-Mart en Boze 

Republikeinen (Soesterberg: Uitgeverij Aspekt, 2011) 219 p, € 18,95 

 

Democraten en Republikeinen, liberalen en conservatieven; ze bestrijden 

elkaar te vuur en te zwaard en gijzelen de president in zijn poging het land 

voorwaarts te stuwen. De politieke tegenstelling werkt diep door in de 

Amerikaanse samenleving. Het Zuiden tegenover het Noorden, Wal-Mart 

versus Amazon.com, de oude versus de nieuwe media; het zijn 

tegenstellingen die gevoed worden door de klassieke antithese tussen 

liberalen en conservatieven. Verscheurd Amerika maakt duidelijk hoe deze 

politieke tegenstelling het land in zijn greep houdt en hoe persvoorlichters, 

presidentscampagnes en strategieën van Amerikaanse ondernemingen 

hierdoor beïnvloed worden. 

 

Dr. Hans Veldman is verbonden aan de Nyenrode Business Universiteit en een bekend Amerikanist. 



 
 28 

 

Einddoel Witte Huis 

Koen Petersen, Einddoel Witte Huis: Hoe de Amerikanen hun 

President kiezen (Reed Business, 2012) 287 p, € 14,95 

 

De Amerikanen gaan weer naar de stembus om een president te 

kiezen. Maar hoe verlopen die verkiezingen precies? Wie kan zich 

kandidaat stellen, hoe werkt een voorverkiezing en waarom lijken de 

voorverkiezingen in het kleine New Hampshire belangrijker dan die in 

het grote Californië? Ondersteund door historische wetens-

waardigheden en met oog voor grappige details legt Amerikanist 

Koen Petersen het proces helder uit. In twintig hoofdstukken loopt hij 

het hele verkiezingsjaar door en geeft hij de achtergronden bij 

begrippen als caucus en primary. Een onmisbare gids voor wie de 

Amerikaanse presidentsverkiezingen wil volgen en begrijpen.  

 

Koek Petersen is politicoloog en Amerikanist. Hij woonde enige tijd in New York, reist jaarlijks 

verscheidene keren naar de Verenigde Staten en volgt de Amerikaanse politiek op de voet. 

 

 

Nederlands New York 

Gajus Scheltema en Heleen Westerhuijs (red.), Nederlands New York: Een reisgids naar het 

erfgoed van Nieuw Nederland (Mension Uitgevers B.V., 2012) 260 p, € 22,50 

Dit boek laat het cultureel erfgoed zien die Nederlanders tijdens 

hun verblijf in de 17
e
 eeuw in de staat New York hebben 

achtergelaten. De boekoverhandiging vond plaats in het 

Scheepvaartmuseum in Amsterdam. 

Nederlands New York is in eerste instantie een reisgids. Het neemt 

de lezer mee langs de erfenis van Nederlandse pioniers in het 

hedendaags New York. Dit komt onder meer tot uiting in bouw- en 

interieurstijlen, maar ook in leenwoorden als Yankee. Dit zou een 

geuzennaam zijn voor de naam Jan-Kees. Het boek is voorzien van 

kleurenfoto's, plattegronden, adressen en openingstijden van de 

bezienswaardigheden. 

 

 

Obama, U.S. Politics, and Transatlantic Relations: Change or Continuity? 

Giles Scott-Smith (ed.), Obama, U.S. Politics, and Transatlantic Relations: Change or Continuity? 

(Brussels: Peter Lang, 2012) 332 p, € 37,50 

 

The election of Barack Hussein Obama in November 2008 heralded a new era in U.S. politics—and 

the chance for a new beginning in transatlantic relations. He inherited a relationship that was 

functional in terms of policy but moribund in terms of vision. Even though the last two years of the 

George W. Bush presidency saw the rifts of the previous years between the United States and 

Europe fading into the past, there was a strong sense that a new form of leadership was required to 

position the U.S.-Europe link once again at the centre of global governance. Obama seemed to be 

such a President, and the positive reception in Europe to his election victory was widespread and 

genuine. 
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Yet, writing this in April 2012, the 

picture now looks decidedly mixed. 

The German Marshall Fund’s 

Transatlantic Trends surveys 

showed that European views of U.S. 

leadership in world affairs had 

remained in the negative from 2003-

2008. Obama rectified this to some 

degree, but by 2010 European 

opinion remained favourable 

towards him personally but sceptical 

of U.S. capabilities more generally. 

In terms of security relations, 

NATO was revived by Operation 

Unified Protector in Libya in 2011 but is increasingly suffering from a major credibility gap both in 

terms of purpose (Afghanistan has taken its toll here) and uneven capabilities (as former Defense 

Secretary Robert Gates spelled out all too clearly in June 2011 in Brussels). U.S. economic and 

financial difficulties since 2008 have prevented Obama from being a driving force within either the 

G20 or the multinational discussions on the Euro crisis. The climate change summits held in 

Copenhagen (2009) and Durban (2011) demonstrated the lack of both U.S. leadership and U.S.-EU 

agreement and coordination in this crucial area of global public policy. In none of these areas has 

the transatlantic relationship been revived as many observers had hoped only three years ago. 

 

This edited collection of nineteen chapters by authors from eight different countries assesses to 

what extent we can really refer to an “Obama Effect” in transatlantic relations over the past four 

years. Covering U.S. domestic politics, U.S. foreign and security policy, different perspectives on 

the situation from across Western and Central Europe, and contrasting interpretations from 

international law, the book offers a wide-ranging, critical, and insightful assessment of the current 

state of transatlantic relations and the contribution—or not—that President Obama has made to 

improving them. The book is a timely contribution to the ongoing debates about the importance of 

U.S.-European relations in a world where power is shifting to other regions. 

 

 

Divided Dreamworlds?: The Cultural Cold War in East and West 
Peter Romijn, Giles Scott-Smith & Joes Segal (eds.), Divided Dreamworlds?: The Cultural Cold 

War in East and West (Amsterdam University Press, 2012) 240 p, price TBA 

 

With its unique focus on how culture contributed to the blurring of ideological boundaries between 

East and West, this volume offers insights into tensions, rivalries, and occasional cooperation 

between the two blocs. Encompassing developments in the arts and sciences, the authors analyse 

focal points, aesthetic developments and cultural phenomena in eleven chapters covering a variety 

of topics ranging from East and West German interior design and Soviet genetics, to U.S. cultural 

diplomacy towards Central Asia and the role of popular music as a cross-border cultural 

ambassador in Europe.  

 

Well positioned in the current trend of research on the ‘cultural Cold War’ and Cold War studies in 

general, this work illustrates some of the striking paradoxes involved in the production and 

reception of culture in East and West. The ‘Iron Curtain’, culturally speaking, was not always as 

Iron as one would imagine. 
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PROMOTIES & INAUGURATIES 

 

2012 is a productive year with at least four doctoral defenses. Frans van Nijnatten and Beerd 

Beukenhorst have already successfully defended their theses, while Jorrit van den Berk will defend 

his thesis in June and Maarten Zwiers probably in October. Diederik Oostdijk also held his 

inaugural speech as professor at the VU in February.  

 

 

Promotie Frans van Nijnatten 
 

On January 13, 2012, I succesfully defended my PhD thesis Between Liberalism and Conservatism. 

Jimmy Carter’s Election Campaigns (1962-1980) at the University of Amsterdam. My focus had 

been on Jimmy Carter ever since I graduated from Leiden University on a paper about the President 

and SALT-II. As an editor at the Associated Press during the 1990s, I read and wrote about officials 

from the Carter administration who made their political comeback during the Clinton years. Shortly 

before switching to an editorial job at the Dutch Ministry of Defense, in 2004 I decided to take on 

the project of writing a dissertation about the former American President. I decided to write a 

research proposal for studying Jimmy Carter’s campaign archives from 1962, the year the Georgia 

peanut farmer went into politics, until 1980, the year he was defeated during his presidential 

reelection bid. 

 

On a grant from the Roosevelt Study 

Center and the Netherland-America 

Foundation in New York, I traveled to 

Atlanta in 2004 to do research at the 

Jimmy Carter Library, where I was 

received by helpful archivists. As it turned 

out, the campaign archives, which had not 

been studied before, contained a wealth of 

letters, written by Jimmy Carter or 

members of his campaign staff, as well as 

position and strategy papers. There were 

also documents containing statements by 

Jimmy Carter and his advisors about 

liberalism, conservatism and populism. 

My University of Amsterdam thesis 

supervisor Prof. dr. Ruud Janssens 

stimulated me to write a comprehensive 

study, covering Jimmy Carter’s entire 

political career. Eventually, I embedded 

the campaign archives in the debates on the role of the South in U.S. presidential elections, the 

ideological tensions of the 1960s and 1970s in America and developments in campaigning in 

general.  

 

All in all, the archives shed more light on the additional causes of Jimmy Carter’s victory in the 

1976 presidential election. Carter obviously benefited from the decreased confidence Americans 

showed in their government after the Vietnam War and the Watergate scandal. But the archives also 

show that as a southern Democrat Carter had gradually become a professional campaigner who left 

an indelible imprint on the development of the candidate-centered campaign in the United States. In 

1976, for example, Carter influenced all future presidential candidates with his focus on the Iowa 

caucus. In addition he used a clever Southern Strategy and he steered clear from the ideological 
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debate. As a center-politician Carter constantly operated between liberalism and conservatism and 

called himself a populist. In every campaign from 1962 until 1980, he applied the same tactical 

elements, which gave his campaigns a touch of consistency, while at the same time he was able to 

adapt to political circumstances. In 1980 Carter lost his re-election bid partly because some of these 

tactical elements no longer worked. 

 

Besides the conclusion that Jimmy Carter owed his 1976 election as American President not only to 

Watergate, the contents of the campaign archives led me to argue that the wide-spread image of 

Jimmy Carter as a non-politician, an idealist who abhorred politics and stayed away from wheeling 

and dealing, was just a well-created myth. 

 

The defense of my thesis at the start of a new election year in the United States brought a special 

end to a challenging but very rewarding project. The dynamic field of American election 

campaigns, with its constant pressure from politicians, parties, interest groups and institutions, will 

further have my close attention. A next step could be doing comparative research, by taking one 

campaign theme and analyzing how it was addressed by particular Democratic and Republican 

candidates. 

 

 

Promotie Beerd Beukenhorst 
 

On February 9, 2012, Beerd Beukenhorst successfully defended at the University of Amsterdam his 

PhD thesis “Whose Vietnam?” “Lessons Learned” and the Dynamics of Memory in American 

Foreign Policy after the Vietnam War. 

 

Ever since the last American helicopters fled 

from the rooftop of the Saigon embassy in 

May 1975, the memory of the Vietnam War 

has haunted American policymakers. Up 

until today, any real consensus on the 

Vietnam War and its legacy is still not 

reached. Due to these many different 

interpretations, different lessons by different 

groups in American society were drawn as 

well.  

 

My dissertation explores the ways in which 

the memory of the Vietnam War affected 

high-level U.S. policymakers during 

international crises between 1981 and 1991. 

It deals with the multifaceted legacy of the 

Vietnam War and how that legacy was 

shaped, perceived, and implemented. The choice of the word “memory” emphasizes the subjective, 

constructed, and fluctuating nature of the way Americans remember this part of their past. It also 

points to the personal aspects of remembering the war and the influence it had on those who first 

fought it, and later had to decide on the conduct of new wars.  

 

A sub-topic that I researched involves the use of the term “the Vietnam syndrome” and the practice 

of “lessons learned” from Vietnam, and both are approached from the perspective of the different 

personal, institutional, and collective memories of the Vietnam War. The focus lays on the thoughts 

and actions of high-level policymakers in the presidencies of Ronald Reagan and George H.W. 
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Bush—the period between Reagan’s popularization of the term “Vietnam syndrome” and Bush’s 

incorrect assertion that he had “kicked” the syndrome after the Gulf War of 1991. 

 

Ronald Reagan’s interpretation of the war and its legacy are a vital element to understand the 

aftereffect of the Vietnam War. From Reagan’s personal understanding of the war followed his 

construal of the so-called “Vietnam syndrome,” a term that he popularized during his presidential 

campaign of 1980. The use of this term had a strong impact on Reagan’s foreign policy. Moreover, 

as the term conjured up conflicting interpretations of the Vietnam War, Reagan and his advisors 

tried to instruct the American public on the “right” way to remember the Vietnam War. While the 

impact of the Vietnam War is often described in terms of a constraint on American foreign policy, a 

study of Reagan’s Central American policy and the Iran-Contra scandal demonstrates, amongst 

others, that there is also a substantial catalyzing and radicalizing effect on American foreign policy 

to be observed.  

 

Institutional reactions to the Vietnam War from predominately Congress and the United States 

Armed Forces also formed policies after the war. Just like with Reagan’s reactions, a mix between a 

constraining and catalyzing effect can be observed as a result of the contested memories of the 

Vietnam War. This mix is, for instance, clearly visible in the Gulf War of 1991, when the dynamics 

of personal, institutional, and collective memories of the Vietnam War affected the conduct of a 

new war that was supposed to “kick” the Vietnam Syndrome once and for all—but failed to do so.  

 

It can be concluded that the term “Vietnam syndrome” is often misapplied or incompletely 

understood in much of the current literature. Although it is often acknowledged that the term is 

ambiguous and the sentiment it reflects elusive, it is rarely acknowledged that the term is to a very 

high degree a political construct popularized by Ronald Reagan during the 1980 presidential 

election. Also, as Reagan subsequently tried to deploy the legacy of the Vietnam War to his own 

advantage, he encountered alternative versions of the Vietnam War that frustrated his policy goals. 

Reagan’s rhetorical use of the term “Vietnam syndrome” incited support for a more powerful stance 

in foreign policy to some, but at the same time convinced others of the wisdom of a more cautious 

approach. These complicating factors related to the “Vietnam syndrome” are rarely acknowledged. 

In fact, the term is often used to describe the legacy of the Vietnam War on foreign policy in 

general, yet using the term in such a broad context understates the multitude of effects that the 

Vietnam War had on the international relations of the United States. 

 

Moreover, awareness of the interaction between personal, institutional, and collective memories of 

“Vietnam” allows for a more dynamic understanding of foreign policy after Vietnam than a singular 

focus on the “Vietnam syndrome” does. For instance, whereas the term “Vietnam syndrome” points 

only to a restraining influence on foreign policy, the memories of the Vietnam War certainly had a 

catalyzing effect as well. Also, just as with the legacy of the Vietnam War in general, “lessons 

learned” should be conceived within the framework of memory. These “lessons” often attain an 

aura of objectivity that influences both the audience that is supposed to be convinced by the logic of 

the lesson, as well as the person who puts the lesson forward. However, as the memories of the 

Vietnam War illustrate, these “lessons learned” are to a high degree the result of subjective 

constructions based on personal, institutional, and/or collective memories. To better understand the 

power of so-called “lessons learned” in a particular place and time, and to critically assess their 

suggested objectivity and teleological implications, we must take into account the subjective 

context of memory.  
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Promotie Jorrit van den Berk 
 

Op donderdag 7 juni 2012 om 11.00 uur aan de Universiteit Leiden op het proefschrift getiteld The 

Middle Men: The American Foreign Service and the Dictators of Central America, 1930-1952. 

Promotor: Prof. H.W. van den Doel. 

 

 

Promotie Maarten Zwiers 

 
Op donderdag 18 oktober 2012 om 16.15 uur  hoopt Maarten Zwiers te promoveren aan de 

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen op het proefschrift getiteld James Eastland: The Shadow of Southern 

Democrats, 1928-1966. Promotor: Prof. D.F.J. Bosscher. Let op: deze promotiedatum is op dit 

moment niet definitief, omdat het proefschrift nog door de leescommissie goedgekeurd moet 

worden. 

 
 

Inauguratie Diederik Oostdijk 
 

On February 24, 2012, Diederik Oostdijk held his inaugural 

speech as professor of English and American literature at VU 

University in Amsterdam. The title of his lecture was “The New 

York-Amsterdam Connection: On Literature and Transnationalism 

in a Visual Age.” Oostdijk asserted that the big challenges facing 

his colleagues and him in English and American literature are: 

Firstly, how we keep literature intriguing for new generations of 

students when we live in a visual age. The written word seems to 

be marginalized in favor of television, film, and the Internet, and 

yet people keep writing about their experiences albeit in different 

forms. Secondly, how we can study literatures in English when 

those literatures are written on all continents of this planet, and 

when writers are becoming increasingly mobile and travel 

constantly, and are also inspired by those travels. 

 

Focusing on a single trip of the American poet Frank O’Hara (1926-1966) to Amsterdam in 1963, 

Oostdijk suggested that those two challenges also offer new opportunities. O’Hara met the Dutch 

writer and artist Jan Cremer who was on the verge of his breakthrough. The two decided to 

collaborate on an inter-artistic project in which O’Hara wrote poems and Cremer made art 

works.This transnational and inter-artistic collaboration is a precursor of literature now and that of 

the future, Oostdijk predicted, and literary scholars need to be more aware and conscious of how 

literature and art have merged and how it has become truly transnational. 
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LEZINGEN & TENTOONSTELLINGEN  
 

David Mark: Inside the U.S. Presidential Election  
CREA Theater,  Nieuwe Achtergracht 170, Amsterdam 

May 21, 2012, 20.00 

 

However the Republican race is decided, the fall presidential  

campaign promises to be extraordinarily combative. Republicans are 

vehement in their belief that President Obama has used the economic 

crisis as an excuse to pull the US toward what many of them feel is 

“socialism.” Democrats believe Obama has done his best to rescue 

the country from the financial crises he inherited from George W. 

Bush, and are committed to keeping the Republicans out. What will 

the weapons of the fall campaign be? How low will it go? David 

Mark is one of the most astute observers of American politics, and 

the author of “Going Dirty: The Art of Negative Campaigning.” 

 

Tickets are € 5 (fee entry for students) and can be reserved via 020 525 14 00. Tickets can also be 

purchased at the door on the night of the event. 

 

 

Teju Cole: Open City 
With reservation, please visit www.john-adams.nl for any updates on this event. 

May 29, 2012, 20.00 

 

Teju Cole is rapidly becoming a new literary sensation in America. 

His novel Open City—which won the 2012 Pen/Hemingway Award 

and the New York City Book Award—is unlike anything you have 

ever read. The narrator, Julius, is a Nigerian psychiatry student who 

lives in Manhattan and likes to walk in the city. As he does, he has 

encounters. Most are small. He watches children playing in a park. 

He discovers that the woman next door died recently, and is quietly 

devastated, though he hardly knew her. The novel’s blended texture 

reminds you of something: real life. You get a sense of this man 

and this city, but also of how we construct ourselves. The Seattle 

Times called it “Magnificent and shattering. A remarkably resonant 

feat of prose.” Join us for a special literary event. 

 

 

Martha Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities 
The International School of Amsterdam, Sportlaan 25, Amsterdam 

May 31, 2012, 20.00  

 

Martha Nussbaum is among America’s most prominent philosophers and 

one of its most polemic. Author of more than a dozen books, and 

occupationally possessed of more titles than most central European 

royals, Nussbaum teaches at the University of Chicago. Her most recent 

book is Creating Capabilities. 

 

Tickets are € 11 for members, € 18,50 for non-members and € 10 for students and seniors. Parking 

is free. Tickets can be purchased via www.john-adams.nl.  
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Edmund White: Jack Holmes & His Friends 
Spui25, Spui 25-27, Amsterdam 

June 7, 2012, 20.00  

 

Jack Holmes is in love. Sadly for him, his feelings are not returned, at 

least not in the way he would like them to be. It does not look as if there 

will ever be anyone else he falls for: the other men he takes to bed never 

last long. Edmund White’s startling perceptions of American society are 

here deployed to dazzling effect, as character after character is delicately 

and colorfully rendered and one social milieu after another brought 

vividly to life. White is a connoisseur of the nuances of personality and 

mood, and here unveils his very human cast in all their radical 

individuality. With fabulously on target insights, narrative daring and a 

gifted sense of the rueful rough-and-tumble of life, Jack Holmes and His 

Friend is a beautifully sculpted exploration of sexuality and sensibility.  

 

Tickets are € 11 for members, € 18,50 for non-members and € 10 for students and seniors. Tickets 

can be purchased via www.john-adams.nl. More information and/or directions can be found on the 

website as well. 

 

 

Gayle Lemmon: The Dressmaker of Khair Khana 
People’s Place, Stadhouderskade 5, Amsterdam 

Postponed until the summer (please visit www.john-adams.nl for any updates on this event) 

 

The Dressmaker of Khair Khana tells the story of a real-life heroine, a 

young entrepreneur whose business created jobs and hope for women 

in her neighborhood during the Taliban years. The story behind the 

book grew out of a trip to Afghanistan in December 2005 where 

Lemmon met Kamila Sidiqi, an unlikely breadwinner who had become 

an entrepreneur under the Taliban. Desperate to support her five 

brothers and sisters at home and banished from Kabul's streets by the 

Taliban, she started a dressmaking business in her living room which 

offered work to 100 women in her neighborhood. Together these 

unsung heroines made the difference between survival and starvation 

for their families despite—and sometimes because of—the Taliban. 

The Dressmaker of Khair Khana tells their story for the first time. 

 

 

Kathy Ryan and Lesley A. Martin: The New York Times Magazine Photographs  
FOAM – Keizersgracht 609, Amsterdam 

March 23-May 30, 2012 

 

Al meer dan dertig jaar geeft The New York Times Magazine fotografie een prominente rol. 

Opvallend in de wijze waarop dit vermaarde magazine gebruik maakt van fotografie is dat beeld 

vaak allesbehalve ondergeschikt is aan tekst. Daarnaast wordt het medium vaak in al z'n diversiteit 

getoond. Het magazine vindt toepassingen of invalshoeken die keer op keer een verrassend en 

uitzonderlijk sterk resultaat opleveren. De tentoonstelling The New York Times Magazine 

Photographs onderzoekt de kern van zowel de fotografie als het geprinte tijdschrift op het moment 

dat de rol van deze beide media zeer aan verandering onderhevig is. 
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De tentoonstelling is samengesteld door Kathy Ryan, al jarenlang directeur Fotografie van het 

Magazine, en Lesley A. Martin, uitgever van Aperture Books. De tentoonstelling bestaat uit elf 

delen, elk gewijd aan een bijzonder project of combinatie van projecten die eerder zijn gepubliceerd 

in The New York Times Magazine. De projecten die zijn gekozen voor de tentoonstelling zijn een 

afspiegeling van het eclectische karakter van The New York Times Magazine. 

 

Naast voorbeelden van reportage- en portretfotografie is er ook kunst (autonome) fotografie te zien. 

Door gebruik te maken van visuele middelen uit de verschillende stadia van het 

totstandkomingproces van het blad, zoals “shot lists”, werk-afbeeldingen en contactafdrukken, 

video's, “tear sheets” en ingelijste afdrukken wordt de onderlinge samenhang blootgelegd tussen het 

oorspronkelijke idee en de uiteindelijk gepubliceerde pagina. Soms ontstijgt de samenwerking 

tussen de redactie en de fotograaf zelfs de publicatie van het magazine en wordt een concept dat 

begon als een opdracht vast onderdeel van het werk van de betreffende fotograaf. Gezamenlijk 

tonen deze beelden de bijzondere manier waarop The New York Times Magazine fotografie gebruikt 

om verhalen te vertellen. De verrassende redactionele keuzes maken dit magazine tevens tot een 

uniek forum voor de kruisbestuiving van fotografische genres. 

 

 

Chuck Close: Prints 
Kunsthal Rotterdam – Museumpark, Westzeedijk 341, Rotterdam 

January 28-May 20, 2012 

 

De Amerikaanse kunstenaar Chuck Close (1940) is sinds de jaren zeventig 

wereldberoemd met zijn meer dan levensgrote fotorealistische schilderijen. 

De Kunsthal toont met ruim 130 portretten, vanaf 1972 tot nu, een 

uitgebreid overzicht van zijn “gedrukte” werken in verschillende 

technieken zoals mezzotint en spitbite ets, hout- en linosnede en textiel- en 

papierpulpverwerking. De portretten zijn gemaakt naar foto's, van zichzelf, 

familie, vrienden, en kunstenaars zoals Philip Glass, Lucas Samaras en 

Alex Katz. In zijn werken komen ambachtelijke druktechnieken en de 

nieuwste technische hoogstandjes samen met als hoogtepunt Close's recent 

geproduceerde fotorealistische tapijten. Het resultaat is een visueel 

spektakel van moderne portretkunst, waarbij het creatieve proces van het 

concept tot aan de definitieve versie te volgen is 

 

 

Holland Festival 
 

John Cage, Muziekgebouw aan ’t IJ – Piet Heinkade 1, Amsterdam 

June 9, 2012 – 20.00 - Song Books: 

Alarm Will Sound, ‘… powerful ideas about how to renovate the 

concert experience …’—Alex Ross 
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June 10, 2012 – 11.00 and 14.30 – Listen to the Silence 

 

June 10, 2012 – 14.15 – Music for percussionists: 

Slagwerk Den Haag. ‘Cage’s percussion works are among his most historically important. 

 

June 10, 2012 – 14.30 – Europera 3 & 4:  

Internationales Opernstudio Köln. Nederlandse première.  

 

June 10, 2012 – 17.00 – The Need for a Poetic Life:  

Micha Hamel. ‘I have nothing to say /and I am saying it.’—John Cage in ‘Lecture on 

Nothing’, 1959. 

 

June 10, 2012 – 20.15 – Roaratorio: an Irish Circus on Finnegans Wake:  

Paddy Glackin, Mel Mercier, Seamus Tansey, Liam O’Flynn. ‘Regardless of what you thinki 

of this wheeling Babelogue, you are not soon likely to forget it!’—

www.themodernworld.com. 

 

June 10, 2012 – 21.30 - Thirty Pieces for Five Orchestras: 

Asko|Schönberg György Ligeti Academy, Leden NJO Studenten Koninklijk Conservatorium 

en Conservatorium van Amsterdam. ‘[T]here are free curves and outbursts, distinctive and 

unique, set against a grid of irregularly repeated sonorities.’—James Pritchett. 

 

Waiting for Miss Monroe, Stadsschouwburg Amsterdam/Grote Zaal, Leidseplein 25, Amsterdam 

June 9 -16, 2012 – 20.30 

Robin de Raaff and Janine Brogt. De Nederlandse. Opera Wereldpremière. 

 

Ancient Evenings, Frascati – Nes 63, Amsterdam 

June 9 and 10, 2012 - 20.30 

Matthew Barney and Jonathan Bepler:‘Exposure to Matthew Barney’s Brave New World 

....admits only two responses: bewildered admiration or stunned indifference.’—The 

Independent. 

 

Gary Lucas, DoubleTree Hotel – Oosterdoksstraat 4, Amsterdam  

June 9, 16 and 23, 2012 - 11.30 

 

Detroit Dealers, Automobielbedrijf Van Vloten – Meeuwenlaan 128, Amsterdam 

June 15-17 and 19-21, 2012 - 21.30 

 

Retrospectief Stanley Kubrick, EYE Film Instituut Nederland – IJpromenade 1, Amsterdam 

June 21 – September 9, 2012 

 

Bill & Mr.B., Het Muziektheater Amsterdam – Waterlooplein 22, Amsterdam 

June 23, 27, 29, 30 at 20.15 and June 24 and July 1, 2012 at 14.00: 

George Balanchine, William Fosythe, Het Nationale Ballet. Over Symphony in Three 

Movements van Balanchine: ‘… one of his most audaciously poetic inventions.’—The New 

York Times. 

 

 

http://www.themodernworld.com/
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 2012 
 

Activities at Dutch Universities 
 

Although the presidential elections are still months away, the increasingly heated debates and 

American mailboxes stuffed with shiny flyers leave no doubt: the 2012 campaigning season has 

officially commenced. Already, contenders for the Republican candidacy are dominating newscasts 

and newspapers. While the U.S. elections are enjoying increasing coverage on Dutch television 

networks, they are also keeping AS student organizations in The Netherlands busy. In January of 

this year, American Studies organization EPU (University of Groningen) hosted a lecture on the 

primaries, delivered by Doeko Bosscher. On April 27, EPU organized its first ever conference on 

the 2012 U.S. Presidential Election. In January, USA (Utrechtse Studenten Amerikanistiek) 

organized a similar event with Maarten van Rossem as its main speaker. The AS department of 

Leiden University confirmed it is planning a series of guest lectures for Fall 2012, leading up to 

November 6, and student organizations in both Nijmegen and Groningen are considering hosting an 

Election Night on November 6. Finally, the University of Amsterdam is also meaning to host some 

election-related events, but these are still in the planning stages.  

 

In the meantime the NASA newsletter asked Dr. David Snyder, of the University of South Carolina 

in Columbia, a frequent visitor the Netherlands to share his impressions of the Republican 

primaries, which passed his state. This article was written in early March and it reflects the concerns 

of an academic observer of this part of the electoral process. 

 

 

Observations on the Republican Primaries in the Spring of 2012  
By David J. Snyder 

 

Unless a dramatic change occurs, 2012 will be the first Republican nominating contest since the 

inception of the South Carolina Republican primary in 1980 when the victor of this state’s primary 

will not go on to claim the GOP’s nomination for the presidential election. Former Speaker of the 

House Newt Gingrich scored an impressive victory in South Carolina in January. His history of 

marital infidelity and verbal infelicity were thought to be intractable flaws. The release just days 

before of an interview with one of his former wives was further expected to deflate his popularity in 

this religious and traditionalist state.  

 

But Gingrich rallied, offering race-inflected moralisms about work and poverty which resonate in 

the deep South. In what was likely the rhetorical high point of the entire primary season, he used 

introductory remarks to one televised debate to berate CNN’s moderator for having the temerity to 

run the controversial interview, effectively, if not logically, shifting the narrative from marital 

infidelity to media bias. It was a bravura performance which sparked a riotous endorsement from 

the in-studio crowd, whose televised ovation of the reprimand temporarily converted Gingrich’s 

weaknesses of the flesh into presidential virtues. 

 

Since then the party’s Washington establishment has sought to cauterize the damage with cash. 

Frontrunner Mitt Romney was buoyed by fresh contributions that became an anti-Gingrich tsunami 

of advertising in Florida. With a resounding win there, Romney then thudded to defeat in Missouri, 

Colorado, and Minnesota at the hands of theo-conservative Rick Santorum. Romney’s recent close 

victory in Michigan has done little to staunch the bleeding and he drudges on zombie-like, not dead 

but never quite alive.  
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What does all of this mean? On one level, as pundits have pointed out, Romney has been a 

fantastically weak candidate. His meager successes have been bought with vaults of cash that 

cannot overcome the inertia he inspires among his dispirited supporters. More profoundly, the 

historic balancing act of the Republican elite has been exposed. For some forty years, the GOP’s 

Babbittstablishment has mobilized electoral support for what passes as fiscal conservatism in 

America by championing candidates who support the moral causes that drive the populist base to 

the polls. Two generations of Republican voters have cast votes to end abortion, to stymy the gay 

rights movement, or to promote the voices of their churches in the political arena. What they have 

gotten for their troubles is low tax rates on the well-to-do and perennial declarations of moral 

outrage. Yet abortion is still legal and gay marriage rights are sweeping the land.  

 

South Carolina’s enthusiasm for Gingrich tells the tale. One of the poorest states in the union, it’s 

the old-time religion and dog-whistle racism that moves the crowds, not market libertarianism. That 

would have produced a Romney or, not unthinkable, a Ron Paul victory. But Gingrich, a southerner 

himself, played primarily to the cultural fears that animate these voters, and even at times endorsed 

an economic populism of which a Franklin Roosevelt would have been proud, and he won. Facing 

the Romney cash juggernaut he was unable to sustain the momentum, but Santorum, more likable if 

more extreme than Gingrich, has picked up the flag. Santorum’s distillation of 13
th

-century ethics 

resonate with social conservatives despite the mounds of cash that are supposed to insulate 

Romney’s coronation. If he doesn’t find a way to cure himself of the missteps that provide openings 

to his opponents, Romney may yet lose the contest to Santorum, himself so clearly out of step with 

the 21
st
-century electorate at-large that he will almost certainly go on to a historic defeat in the 

general election in November. We may be witnessing one of those epochal political realignments 

that deliver permanent electoral advantage to an Obamafied Democratic party.  

 

Gingrich’s South Carolina victory, and the dogged support Santorum now enjoys, suggests that 

socially conservative voters have tired of a generation of promises that result in no action. Free 

market dogmas no longer inspire the GOP base, briefly so well represented in the now flickering 

Tea Party, in this new era of austerity. Yet a postscript is in order. Americans of all persuasions, it is 

often remarked, tend to vote with their pocketbooks. Should oil prices, or a European debt crisis, 

spark a new round of recessionary pressures in the summer, all bets are off. Certainly Romney 

would reap the benefits of such an outcome. If Santorum manages to stay in the game, or even a 

Gingrich, who looks forward to friendlier turf in upcoming southern primaries, an economic 

contingency may yet offer the presidency to the Republican nominee. More than the cheering 

devotees from the Palmetto State, we may yet have the Greeks to thank for a President Gingrich. 
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VACATURES & STAGES 
 

 

 

Vacature: Postdoctoral Researcher for Twentieth Century U.S. 

History  
 

The Roosevelt Study Center (RSC) is a research and conference center for modern U.S. history and 

U.S.-European relations and is located in a beautiful Abbey in the historic heart of Middelburg, the 

Netherlands. The Roosevelt Study Center opened its doors to the public in 1986 and for over 25 

years now has been the location of numerous conferences, seminars, lectures, exhibits, and essay 

award presentations. The RSC library holdings include primary source materials on modern U.S. 

history and Dutch-American relations that are unique in Europe. The research interests of the RSC 

staff include U.S.-Dutch relations in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, U.S. immigration, 

cultural and religious history, the U.S. modern South, and various aspects of U.S.-European 

relations during the cultural Cold War. For information on the RSC, visit our website: 

www.roosevelt.nl. 

 

For the research project “The Roosevelt Legacy in Transatlantic Relations” we offer a three-year 

fulltime position for a Postdoctoral Researcher with a special interest in Theodore, Franklin or 

Eleanor Roosevelt. We specifically invite proposals for a research project on Eleanor Roosevelt and 

human rights but also welcome proposals on Theodore Roosevelt or Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

aspects of U.S.-European relations. The successful candidate is expected to complete a monograph 

on this topic or at least three articles for publication in peer-reviewed journals within the three-year 

period. In addition, he/she will cooperate as a team member of the staff in other RSC activities, 

such as conferences, seminars, and lecture series. 

 

Requirements 

- A PhD degree in U.S. history; 

- Publications in peer-reviewed journals or with established academic publishers; 

- Extensive experience with historical research in Europe and the U.S.; 

- Excellent command of English and writing skills; 

- Willingness to learn Dutch; 

- Social skills and a willingness to participate as a team member in the RSC’s public 

activities; 

- Willingness to live in Middelburg, the Netherlands for three years.  

 

Appointment 

The position is for a period of three years based on a fulltime appointment (40 hours a week). The 

gross monthly salary will be between € 2986 (minimum) and € 4266 (maximum), depending on 

education and experience. Secondary benefits include 8% holiday pay and 8,3% end of year bonus.  

 

Job Application 

Applications must be submitted electronically in a single pdf file to Prof. Cornelis A. van Minnen, 

Director of the Roosevelt Study Center, email: ca.v.minnen@zeeland.nl, and should include a letter 

of motivation, a CV, a list of publications, an outline of your proposed Roosevelt research topic, 

and two letters of recommendation. Application deadline is June 1, 2012. The selection process will 

take place in June/July and the successful candidate is expected to join the RSC staff in September 

2012. 

 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 

Koninkrijkszaken 
 

Vanaf september 2012 is er bij DWH/NK een plek voor een nieuwe stagiair(e). De duur van een 

stage is in principe drie-zes maanden (in overleg), met een werkweek van 36–40 uur. 

 

De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende taken hebben: 

• Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, Mexico 

en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven van 

beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

• Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen op het ministerie over onderwerpen die het 

werk van de afdeling betreffen.   

 

De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage, maar er zal naar worden gestreefd een 

studieopdracht te ontwikkelen. Dit zal afhangen van de actualiteit op dat moment. Tijdens je stage 

zal een van de medewerkers van de afdeling je begeleiden. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je 

contact met andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, met de Amerikaanse ambassade in Den Haag 

en de Nederlandse posten in het buitenland.  

 

DWH/NK is een van de 2 afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH is de 

centrale directie voor de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord-, Midden en Zuid-

Amerika, alsook de Caribische regio. Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele, OS- en 

consulaire zaken passeren dagelijks de revue. 

 

De stagiair dient een Bachelor of Masteropleiding te volgen aan een WO-instelling. 

Achtergrondkennis van en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, Mexico en/of de 

Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel. Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding 

gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woonkostenvergoeding. Kijk voor meer informatie over 

de voorwaarden op: http://www.minbuza.nl/contact/werken-bij/stages/voorwaarden-en-vergoeding 

en.html.  

 

Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met CV, vóór 30 

mei 2012 gestuurd worden naar: (dwh-nm@minbuza.nl). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.minbuza.nl/contact/werken-bij/stages/voorwaarden-en-vergoeding
mailto:dwh-nm@minbuza.nl
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Stagiaires gezocht voor 2013 

 

Wil je graag brede praktijkervaring opdoen in een wetenschappelijk instituut en je kennis over 

Amerika vergroten? Lees dan verder. 

 

Vanaf het jaar 2013 is het Roosevelt Study Center is op zoek naar een stagiair(e) op universitair 

niveau die ons komt versterken. We zoeken een ouderejaarsstudent Amerikanistiek, Amerikaanse 

geschiedenis of internationale betrekkingen die goed Engels spreekt en schrijft. Als medewerker 

verzorg je het bibliotheekbeheer, bereid je internationale conferenties voor, ontsluit je archieven en 

verzorg je vertalingen en redactiewerk voor onder andere een nieuwsbrief en de website. Ook 

verricht je hand- en spandiensten voor de andere teamleden. En natuurlijk is er tijd voor je eigen 

onderzoek. 

 

Het is een veelzijdige, afwisselende stage waar je veel kunt leren, vooral voor studenten die een 

loopbaan als onderzoeker overwegen en wetenschappelijke werkervaring willen opdoen. Omdat we 

een klein instituut zijn komen namelijk alle wetenschappelijke werkzaamheden in jouw werk aan 

bod. 

  

We bieden je een stagevergoeding van ongeveer € 250 per maand en een eventuele tegemoetkoming 

in je huisvestingskosten. We helpen je ook graag in het vinden van woonruimte in het mooie 

Zeeland. 

 

Het Roosevelt Study Center bevindt zich in de Abdij te Middelburg. Het RSC bevordert 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek en onderwijs over de geschiedenis en cultuur van de Verenigde Staten 

in de 20
e
 en 21

e
 eeuw en van de Europees-Amerikaanse betrekkingen, beheert een grote collectie en 

levert publieksinformatie over deze facetten en is daarnaast een ontmoetingsplaats en 

conferentiecentrum voor Europese en Amerikaanse onderzoekers. 

 

Ben je geïnteresseerd? Stuur dan een schriftelijke reactie naar dr. Hans Krabbendam 

(rsc@zeeland.nl) voorzien van je curriculum vitae. 

 

Reacties van je voorgangers:  

 

Berit Brink, Vrije Universiteit van Amsterdam: 

 

Een van de leukste dingen aan mijn stage bij het RSC was de kennismaking met 

onderzoekers uit heel Europa, om te horen hoe zij tegen de VS aankijken. 

 

 

Tijmen Gengler, Universiteit Utrecht: 

 

Een stage bij het RSC leert je hoe de echt academische wereld eruit ziet. Niet 

alleen maar boeken en saai, maar juist afwisselend, interessant en vol mensen.  

 

 

 

 

www.roosevelt.nl 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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Stageverslag Berit Brink (RSC) 
 

Als ik vertelde dat ik stage liep bij een “onderzoeksinstituut voor Amerikaanse geschiedenis” keken 

de meeste mensen een beetje twijfelachtig. “Maakt zo’n instituut wel winst?” vroeg een huisgenoot 

zich fronsend af. “En wat doe je dan de hele dag?” Van januari tot en met maart 2012 liep ik stage 

bij het Roosevelt Study Center (RSC) in Middelburg. Iedere ochtend—na met z’n allen een kop 

koffie te hebben gedronken—ging ik in de bibliotheek aan de slag, waar ik onder andere bezoekers 

ontving en onderzoekers hielp met het lokaliseren van bronnen voor hun paper, scriptie of 

dissertatie. Hoewel in Nederland relatief weinig mensen bekend zijn met het RSC, weten Europese 

studenten en promovendi op het gebied van Amerikaanse geschiedenis en internationale 

betrekkingen de bibliotheek wel degelijk te vinden.  

 

Meteen tijdens mijn eerste week kwamen 

twee Britse bachelorstudenten de 

microfilmcollecties raadplegen voor hun 

scriptie, en de weken daarna wisselden 

Poolse, Britse en zelfs Oostenrijkse 

onderzoekers elkaar af. De gesprekken 

met deze mensen waren ontzettend leuk. 

Een Poolse promovenda beklaagde zich 

over de buitenlandse berichtgeving in 

Polen en beweerde zelfs dat er in 2011 in 

een Pools nieuwsprogramma breed werd 

uitgemeten dat “Obama was vermoord,” 

terwijl het toch echt om Osama ging. Een 

enkele Britse student ging zuchtend en steunend aan het werk en vroeg of hij ook een “kan kouder 

water” kon krijgen, en een Vlaams-Australische onderzoeker dacht te ontdekken dat Nixon’s 

beroemde “silent majority” speech uit de microfilmcollectie verdwenen was (wat overigens niet het 

geval bleek te zijn). Misschien wel net zo leuk als de ontmoetingen en gesprekken met al deze 

mensen was het enthousiasme van sommige bibliotheek-bezoekers. Zo was er een wat oudere heer 

die een aantal boeken over President Eisenhower terug kwam brengen en er ook direct weer drie 

meenam. “Die man,” zei hij, “was de eerste Amerikaanse president waar ik vanaf wist toen ik klein 

was, en nu ben ik ongeveer zou oud als hij toen was!” Een maand later kwam hij terug en 

overhandigde mij het geleende Ike’s Letters to a Friend. “Deze was echt mooi,” zei hij. “Echt mooi. 

Ik denk dat ik ‘m zelf ook ga kopen als ik een keer in Amerika ben. Of misschien via Amazon.” 

 

Naast het assisteren van bezoekers en onderzoekers kreeg ik ook de kans zelf onderzoek te doen, in 

mijn geval naar de rol van “faith at the frontier” in Hari Kunzru’s roman Gods Without Men. Ik had 

ruimschoots de tijd om hieraan te werken, wat erg prettig was. Aangezien ik vorig jaar mijn master 

heb behaald, deed ik deze stage vooral voor mezelf, zodat ik bezig kon zijn met mijn vakgebied en 

deel uit kon blijven maken van de academische wereld. Inderdaad bleek mijn stage de perfecte kans 

om de “inner workings” van een onderzoeksinstituut te ervaren. Ik werd overal bij betrokken en 

mocht bijvoorbeeld mee denken over de vernieuwing van de website. Door dit soort zaken voelde 

ik me echt onderdeel van het RSC. De voornaamste reden dat ik graag bezig wilde blijven met 

American Studies was dat ik van plan  was volgend jaar te beginnen met een promotietraject in 

Engelstalige literatuur in de Verenigde Staten—als ik tenminste werd toegelaten. Gelukkig kwam 

vlak na het einde van mijn stage eindelijk het verlossende woord: ik ben met een Fulbrightbeurs 

toegelaten tot het PhD-programma aan de University of Florida! Ik ben daarom extra blij dat ik de 

afgelopen maanden binnen de “American Studies community” actief mocht blijven.  
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Stageverslag Elanur Colak (RTL Nieuws) 
Wonen en werken in a New York State of Mind 

 

Van december 2011 tot februari 2012 mocht ik stage lopen in New York bij correspondent Erik 

Mouthaan van het RTL Nieuws. Hiervoor had ik stage gelopen bij het actualiteitenprogramma 

Nieuwsuur en met die ervaring, mijn interesse in televisiejournalistiek en natuurlijk Amerikanistiek 

was ik één van de gelukkigen om te mogen helpen op de redactie in New York. 
 

Eén van de dingen waar ik het meest tegenop 

keek voor mijn reis was het vinden van een kamer 

vanwege de hoge huurprijzen. Toevallig kwam ik 

in contact met een kunstenaar uit Brooklyn via 

craigslist (de Amerikaanse variant 

op marktplaats.nl). Die kunstenaar woonde in een 

wijkje genaamd Bushwick en het duurde 

driekwartier met de metro voordat ik op het 

kantoor van RTL was, maar door de lage huur had 

ik het er wel voor over. Bushwick is ook een hele 

leuke up and coming buurt waar steeds meer 

studenten en kunstenaars gaan wonen vanwege de 

lage huurprijzen. Het is een Puerto Ricaans 

gezinswijkje en door de toestroom van jonge 

mensen verschijnen er op de raarste plekken graffiti, hippe koffiezaakjes en leuke bars. Ik kan nog 

lang doorgaan over “Breukelen” maar ik wil het vooral hebben over mijn stage.  
 

Het kantoor van RTL bevindt zich in hartje Manhattan in 

het kantoorgebouw van televisiestation CBS, een partner 

van RTL. In hetzelfde gebouw zitten ook de Duitse buren 

van RTL Germany. Het is een vrij simpel kantoorgebouw 

en niet zo “glamorous” als men zou verwachten. Ik deelde 

een kantoor met de producer van RTL New York, Thijs 

Roes, die tevens mijn begeleider was. Erik Mouthaan 

heeft zijn eigen kantoor en er is nog een editkamer waar 

regelmatig wordt gemonteerd met de cameraman. Een 

kleine crew betekent dat er veel van je wordt verwacht. 

Thijs vertelde mij voornamelijk wat ik moest doen tijdens 

het produceren van items. Thijs zelf was weer de 

rechterhand van Erik en manusje van alles. Daarnaast had 

ik de belangrijke taak om beelden te verzamelen voor 

Erik’s items. Dagelijks krijgen ze bij RTL honderden 

clipjes binnen van de partners CNN, CBS en Reuters, van 

rally’s van de presidentskandidaten tot aan Obama's speeches. Als Erik een portret wou maken over 

bijvoorbeeld een republikeinse presidentkandidaat dan had hij wel eens hele specifieke verzoekjes 

zoals “een clipje van Romney die zijn vrouw kust na een speech.”Na een tijdje kreeg ik het 

selecteren, zoeken en inladen van het beeldmateriaal onder de knie en had ik meer tijd om te helpen 

met het produceren van items. 
 

Meestal komt Erik met “ideeën” voor items, soms in overleg met de redactie in Hilversum. Dan is 

het aan de producer en de stagiair om die “ideeën” waar te maken. Kort samengevat bestaat dat 

werk uit heel veel bellen. Een voorbeeld: Erik ging rond de kerstdagen naar Hawaii waar de 

President op vakantie was. We gingen een portret maken van Obama’s jeugd in Honolulu dus aan 

ons de taak om iemand daar te vinden die Obama kende tijdens zijn jeugd. Ik kwam uit bij een oud-

http://marktplaats.nl/
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klasgenoot van Obama. Haar heb ik kort geinterviewd via de telefoon en vervolgens een datum en 

tijd vastgesteld voor een interview met Erik en de cameraman (helaas kon ik er zelf niet bij zijn). 

De producer, Erik en zijn cameraman gingen ook wel eens met zn drieën op pad vanwege de 

voorverkiezingen in onder meer Iowa en New Hampshire. Ik bewaakte dan het kantoor in New 

York maar werd vaak gebeld met verzoekjes om beelden of andere informatie. Als je het resultaat 

daarna zag voorbij komen in het RTL Nieuws en het was geslaagd dan was ik soms stiekem wel 

heel erg blij. 
 

Na de controverse over een quote van 

presidentskandidaat Rick Santorum over 

euthanasie in Nederland mocht Erik zelf eens 

aanschuiven bij nieuwsorganisatie MSNBC, 

waar hij door (de behoorlijk linkse) Rachel 

Maddow werd geinterviewd. Erik legde uit dat 

de cijfers waar Santorum mee kwam, namelijk 

dat tien procent van alle sterftes in Nederland 

gebeurt door euthanasie en vijf procent (!) op 

onvrijwillige basis is, totale kletskoek is. Hij 

maakte ook nog een leuke grap over Maddow’s 

programma: “If all your viewers could create a 

country it would be Holland.” Iedereen bij RTL 

was natuurlijk megatrots! 
 

Omdat het verkiezingstijd is in de VS worden 

daar veel items over gemaakt, maar Erik en zijn 

crew willen soms ook graag wat meer luchtige 

items maken tussen al het verkiezingsgeweld 

door. En dat kan in New York, want daar gebeurt alles. New Yorkers zijn overal voor in; of het nu 

een cocktail is van boerenkool of een indoor-public park met bomen en planten, er wonen zoveel 

gekke mensen met hele gekke ideeen dat er veel inspiratie voor onderwerpen is. Ook ik heb zo’n 

item aan het einde van mijn stage in mekaar gezet, met Erik’s blessing uiteraard. Je ziet Erik in 

beeld en hoort hem als voice-over, maar ik heb vrijwel alles geregeld (denk aan callsheet, tekst voor 

de voice-over en montage). Als het goed is wordt het deze maand uitgezonden, maar omdat het nog 

niet is uitgezonden houd ik het onderwerp nog even voor me. 
 

Na drie maanden gewoond én gewerkt te hebben in New York kan ik concluderen dat het toch iets 

te hectisch is voor mij. Ook kan ik simpelweg niet zonder mijn vrienden en familie, dus er 

permanent wonen is geen optie. Het arbeidsethos vind ik daar ook behoorlijk hoog; ik maakte dagen 

van 10 á 11 uur op het kantoor, maar als ik dat tegen iemand anders zei kreeg ik te horen dat dat 

meeviel, omdat iedereen daar 12 uur per dag werkt. They're all workaholics! Ik ben alweer een 

maandje terug en mis soms wel die overweldigende gebouwen waar ik elke dag langs liep op 

57
th

 Street en de prachtige wijkjes in Manhattan als Greenwich Village waar ik in het weekend vaak 

te vinden was. Maar voor mij geldt: there’s no place like home. Maar er huist nog wel een 

ambitieuze New Yorker in mij en die is zeker van plan om het hier in Nederland te gaan maken! 

 

Elanur Colak, 

Student MA American Studies, Universiteit van Amsterdam 
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KALENDER  
 

2012  
13 juni Aio seminar, Middelburg 

20-22 juni HOTCUS-conferentie, Middelburg 

5-7 september  EBSN-conferentie, Middelburg   

27 september-1 oktober Salzburg Seminar, Resistance and Readiness 

2 november NASA Fall Event 

15-19 november Salzburg Seminar, Screening America 

 

2013 
voorjaar 10th Annual Spring Academy Conference 

 

2014  
1-6 april EAAS-conferentie, Den Haag 

 

 


