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NASA-NIEUWS 

 

Bestuursbericht  
 
On March 22, Americanists from across the Netherlands gathered at Radboud University Nijmegen 

for NASA’s 21
st
 Amerikanistendag. The conference theme ‘American Crossroads: Transnational 

American Studies’ paid tribute to one of the most crucial developments within the discipline of 

American Studies and brought together 24 speakers from Amsterdam, Groningen, Leiden, 

Nijmegen, Middelburg, and Utrecht who presented their research in an exciting series of workshops 

focusing on crossroads of music, film, gender, race, politics, and identity. It was a highly successful 

day that attracted a large audience and once more highlighted the competence, creativity, and 

versatility of our students. 

 

So far, this spring has seen a U.S. political agenda dominated by two debates on highly 

controversial reform movements. In early April, tens of thousands of Americans rallied in 

Washington, D.C., Atlanta, New York, San Francisco and other places as the Senate has started 

debates on a bipartisan immigration reform bill that would combine tougher border security 

measures with a new guest worker program and the possibility for many undocumented immigrants 

to acquire legal status. Currently, 11 million indocumentados are estimated to live in the U.S., and 

Republicans have acknowledged the need to support some form of so-called amnesty in order to 

win more Latino/a votes. Of course, none of the proposed measures is new. Roughly 2.8 

undocumented immigrants were able to acquire legal status under the Immigration Reform and 

Control Act (IRCA) of 1986, and a massive guest worker program (the Bracero Program) - in place, 

with interruptions, from 1942 until 1964 - ultimately led to the development of the U.S.’s current 

dual labor market and hence a structural and permanent need for immigrant labor. It is interesting to 

observe that the proposed reform, like so many previous ones, is built on a compromise geared 

towards satisfying different constituencies while contributing little to alleviating the crucial ethical 

problems related to immigration control, including the pervasiveness of racist sentiments against 

Mexican-Americans, the massive violations of human rights along the U.S.-Mexican border, or the 

frequent media framing of undocumented immigrants as national security threat.  

 

The second reform debate focuses on a topic that most likely touches American self-understanding 

unlike any other: the right to bear arms. Yet since 20 children and six adults were killed at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, in December 2012, talks about a national gun 

violence epidemic, combined with a nationwide debate on stricter gun control measures, have 

gained ground. In early April, the U.S. Senate has opened negotiations on a bipartisan proposal to 

expand criminal background checks to include online as well as gun show sales. While this 

proposal falls short of the universal background checks favored by Obama and many Democrats 

(which would extend checks to all private transactions), it does include a provision to require sellers 

to keep a record of their transactions, which would substantially facilitate the tracing of weapons in 

case of a crime. With an overwhelming majority of Americans favoring changes to the current law, 

many are hopeful that a deal will emerge that can win sufficient Republican support. As Joe Biden 

recently observed on MSNBC: ‘The public is so far ahead of the elected officials’ in this case. On a 

note closer to home, preparations for the 2014 EAAS conference in The Hague continue smoothly. 

EAAS board members will finalize the selection of workshops during their meeting in Moscow at 

the end of April, and the results will be published in the spring edition of the EAAS Newsletter. We 

hope that many NASA members will consider submitting a paper proposal, and we would 

particularly like to encourage graduate students by offering a brief EAAS information workshop 

after our General Membership Meeting in Utrecht on May 24, 2013. 
 

Marietta Messmer, NASA Chair 
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American Crossroads: Transnational American Studies 

NASA Amerikanistendag 2013, Radboud University Nijmegen 

 

On Friday March 22, the 21
st
 annual Amerikanistendag of the Netherlands American Studies 

Association (NASA) took place for in Nijmegen. The American Studies department of the Radboud 

University organized the day under the title ‘American Crossroads: Transnational American 

Studies’. The program offered an interesting day with a keynote lecture, no less than seven parallel 

sessions containing at least three presentations each, and a panel discussion regarding the 

implications of the movie Zero Dark Thirty. Not discouraged by the traveling distance, students and 

researchers from all across the Netherlands had come to Nijmegen to participate. After words of 

welcome Frank Mehring, professor of American Literature at Radboud University gave the keynote 

lecture. He opened his performance with a life rehearsal of jazzy songs from the musical legacy of 

Kurt Weill, a German Jew and composer who emigrated to the United States in 1935. Mehring 

analyzed Weill’s music and written documents to demonstrate how the composer integrated 

American jazz and blues with European opera styles into his work.   

 

The morning and afternoon sessions covered a wide variety of topics that touched upon American 

crossroads in terms of film, gender, music, race, power, transatlantic relations, culture, and identity. 

The sessions gave students and researchers from the Netherlands and abroad the opportunity to 

present and discuss their papers with fellow students of American Studies. The conference ended 

with film fragments and a panel discussion by Dr. Mathilde Roza, Maarten van Gageldonk, Vince 

Klösters, and the audience about the film Zero Dark Thirty which documents the search of al-Qaeda 

leader Osama bin Laden after the September 2001 attacks. It was an intense debate about genre, 

authenticity, (the lack of) moral messages, the portrayal of women, the function of torture in 

security policies, and audience responses to this documentary film. Around 5 p.m. the official 

program of the 21
st
 edition of the Amerikanistendag was concluded with drinks and music in the 

Radboud CultuurCafé. 

 

Based on the program elements that I attended, I conclude that the Amerikanistendag demonstrated 

its value to all participants: multidisciplinary topics, interesting research ideas, renewed contacts 

between colleagues, fresh inspiration, and 22 new NASA members. As an International Relations 

student I was somewhat of an outsider in the audience and more than once I observed that American 

Studies is indeed a completely different domain than IR or history. Nevertheless, I was struck by 

the innovative approaches that many students of American Studies utilize in analyzing American 

culture. The parallel sessions in particular were very useful in two respects: they allowed to 

exchange ideas on the merits and flaws of papers in a constructive manner, and they put together 

Bachelor, Master and Ph.D.-students, postdoc researchers, and professors with different 

backgrounds in one room to discuss each other’s work irrespective of the diverging levels of 

experience. Finally, and certainly not to be dismissed, the coffee breaks, lunch time, and drinks 

afterwards gave the opportunity to exchange experiences and ideas with fellow students in an 

informal and encouraging way.  

 
Erika van Leeuwen, student International Relations, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen 
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Amerikanistendag Workshop Report 

After words of welcome by representatives of the American Studies Program of Radboud 

University, NASA and Student NASA, and words of thanks to the sponsorship of the American 

Embassy, NASA and the Department of English Language and Culture of Radboud University, the 

Amerikanistendag started off with a keynote lecture by Frank Mehring, who was recently appointed 

professor of American Studies at Radboud University. Following the keynote lecture, as many as 

seven workshops took place. In the workshop on ‘Filmic Crossroads’, chaired by Maarten van 

Gageldonk, three speakers explored different aspects of film as a medium to cross barriers, both 

national borders and genre distinctions. In her talk Fjære van der Stok (University of Groningen) 

discussed how Hollywood movies influence Mexican cinema, resulting in a mix of American genre 

conventions and Mexican topics. Jet Hoek (Radboud University Nijmegen) discussed the rise of the 

Hollywood novel and the Noir novel and showed how both deal differently with women. Finally, 

Cynthia Han (Utrecht University) discussed the reception of D.W. Griffith’s films in China between 

1922 and 1924, a period that witnessed a true ‘Griffith fever’, as twelve of his films were released 

in only a few years. 

 

The workshop on ‘Crossroads of Gender’, with Babs Boter as chair, had two speakers, and no more 

than 15 participants, but offered two impressive presentations and a lively discussion with the 

audience. The two papers were nicely linked. Both focused on American visual texts that represent 

American women of the 1950s and 1960s as sharing precarious positions in both social and 

domestic contexts. Jonathan Key (Groningen University) convincingly argued that the American 

television series Mad Men is able to offer a feminist message by combining an intratextual 

presentation of ‘character memory’ and an extratextual appeal to ‘viewer memory’. The second 

speaker, Fleur Maasdam (Free University Amsterdam) showed how the American film 

Revolutionary Road organizes its focalization very differently from the novel on which the film is 

based: allowing for the female character’s focalization, the film offers her a significantly less 

precarious and marginalized role than the novel does. Both papers triggered an animated discussion 

on the various narratological and stylistic strategies that television and film tend to put forward. 

This exemplified the productive interactions of ideas that characterized the remainder of the 

Amerikanistendag. 

 

In the session on ‘Musical Crossroads’, chaired by Mathilde Roza, three speakers zoomed in on 

musical performances as significant primary materials for the analysis of American culture. The 

first speaker was Kasper Nijsen (independent scholar) who looked at the music of singer-songwriter 

David Ackles, especially his 1972 album American Gothic. After drawing comparisons between 

Grant Wood’s famous painting from 1930 (an impression of which is represented on the cover of 

Ackles’s album), Kasper Nijsen engaged in a close reading of the song’s lyrics to shed light on 

Ackles’s reinterpretation of ‘American Gothic’. The second speaker, Barbara Brommer (Utrecht 

University), next delivered a richly illustrated and dynamic presentation  on the political activism of 

the LA-based rap metal band Rage Against the Machine. Through a closer look at the band 
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members, the band’s career, and the band’s themes and lyrics, Barbara assessed the success and the 

potential of Rage Against The Machine as an activist band, and showed in what ways and under 

what constraints music and musicians may interact with politics and social movements.  In the final 

presentation, student Myrte Halman and lecturer Laura MacDonald (University of Groningen) 

collaborated successfully to present and analyze the great attraction of the American hit musical 

Wicked. After analyzing the musical’s treatment of the themes of friendship, love, acceptance and 

equality, the paper explored Wicked’s contribution to identity formation on a global scale. The 

presentations led to a series of pertinent questions from the audience.   

 

The workshop ‘Crossroads in a world of race’, chaired by Isabel Thibaudeau, was attended by about 

20 people. The first speaker, Rixt van Dongera (University of Groningen) presented a paper about 

the impact of the death of Martin Luther King Jr. through a case study of the coverage of The 

Greenville News. Tim Vijgen (Radboud University) explored the parallelisms that can be 

established between American soldiers in Vietnam and Gang Members in the U.S., while our last 

speaker, Laura Visser-Maessen (University of Leiden) compared and contrasted the activities of the 

SCLC and the SNCC in the black freedom struggle. The audience addressed quite a few questions 

to the three speakers which led to further discussions during lunchtime. 

In ‘Superpower Crossroads’, chaired by Jorrit van den Berk, Vince Klösters (Radboud University) 

addressed the question of the relative decline of American power in the post-9/11 era by touching 

upon the Janus-faced American foreign policy that is visible today. Vince supported his exploration 

of the U.S. as either ‘a benevolent hegemon’ or a ‘rabid superpower’  with a case study focused on 

the current situation surrounding the American-Iranian enmity. Next, Frank Gerits (Radboud 

University Nijmegen) spoke on ‘Kennedy and the Counter Insurgency Logic of Public Diplomacy 

in the Third World (1961-1963)’ and provided an analysis of the conflicting views of Kennedy as a 

genuine supporter of African independence, as a Cold Warrior who only made cosmetic changes to 

the established U.S.-African relationship and as an adherent of modernization theory. The third 

speaker, Lars de Wildt (Leiden University) focused on two graphic novels against the background 

of the Bush Administration’s policy on the War on Terror, viz. Art Spiegelman’s expressionist 

account of working through his personal trauma in In the Shadow of No Towers. Second, Sid 

Jacobson and Ernie Colón’s The 9/11 Commission Report: A Graphic Adaptation, a piece of 

documentary journalism that remediates The 9/11 Commission Report. 

 
 

The session on ‘North Atlantic Crossroads’, chaired by Hans Krabbendam, counted the most border 

crossing presenters: Greek, British, Dutch, and Italian scholars zoomed in on transatlantic 

connections in history, poetry, politics, and social activism. Michail Zontos (Utrecht University) 

corrected the image of Frederick Jackson Turner as a pure Americanist with persuasive examples of 

European precedents in his work on stages of development. Rob Macadie (Free University 

Amsterdam) showed how the celebrated American poet Randall Jarrell found new insights in poetry 

and criticism in the work of the British poet A.E. Graduate student Lennaert van Heumen (Radboud 

University) assessed the competing Housman interpretations of the Peace of Versailles in the 

planning of the preferred attitude towards postwar Germany among Franklin Roosevelt’s key 
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cabinet ministers, and Dario Fazzi (Roosevelt Study Center) analyzed the consistency and global 

awareness of first lady Eleanor Roosevelt regarding nuclear weapons. The discussion following 

these four excellent papers circled around the question whether European scholars are perhaps too 

eager to find transatlantic links and examples. Time was too short to reach a final conclusion, but 

the papers helped to think through the issue and contributed to a broad arsenal of meaningful 

connections between Europe and the United States.   

 

The final workshop ‘Crossroads of (Popular) Culture and Identity’, chaired by Hans Bak, featured 

three lively and astute presentations by present and past Nijmegen students of American Studies. In 

‘The Founding Fathers of the Gun Debate’ Nick Pijnappels sought to elucidate today’s vehement 

discussion about the pros and cons of gun control, and especially the constitutional right to gun 

ownership as advanced by the National Rifle Association, by placing it in the historical context of 

the debate about the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Paul van der Waerden discussed 

the different manifestations of Nerds and Geeks in Popular Culture, from Washington Irving to Bill 

Gates, and pondered whether or not we could argue that Nerd and Geek culture had shifted from 

being a marginal to a mainstream culture. Marieke van Eijk discussed the different transformations 

European Fairytales undergo as they make their way across the Atlantic to become part of U.S. 

popular culture, exploring the question why the U.S., rather than create original fairytales of its 

own, tended to mythologize historical heroes like Davy Crockett or Pocahontas, and arguing the 

remarkable resiliency of European  fairytales, both in its ‘Disneyfied’ versions aimed at 

entertainment of a mass audience and in more recent, and more serious, adaptations for an adult 

public. The three presenters drew a plethora of questions from the audience of some 25 participants.  

 

Satisfied with a day filled to the brim with stimulating new ideas and new contacts, the participants 

gathered for a last time for drinks at the CultuurCafé on the Nijmegen campus. We are looking 

forward to meeting you again at the next Amerikanistendag! 

 
Mathilde Roza, with thanks to all workshop chairs for their input. 

 

 

 

EAAS NIEUWS 
 

EAAS Board Meeting and EAAS Deadlines 

 

On April 25-27, 23 EAAS board members convened in Moscow to finalize the selection of 

workshops for the 2014 conference in The Hague. The list of accepted workshops as well as 

instructions on how to submit proposals for individual presentations will be published in the 

forthcoming spring edition of the EAAS Newsletter (it can be accessed via the EAAS homepage at 

www.eaas.eu/home). We hope that many of you will consider submitting individual paper 

proposals. To facilitate participation, NASA will offer a brief EAAS information workshop for 

graduate students after the upcoming General Membership Meeting in Utrecht on May 24, 2013. 

 

Upcoming EAAS deadlines: 

 

September 1, 2013: Workshop paper proposals (with 150-200 word abstract) to be sent to 

Workshop Chairs by those proposing individual papers. 

September 15, 2013: Deadline for workshop chairs to send the tentative list of speakers and titles 

of workshop papers to the EAAS Secretary-General (secretary-general@eaas.eu). 

December 1, 2013: Deadline for submitting FINAL titles of papers and names and addresses of 

speakers to the conference organizers. 
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EAAS Conference: ‘America: Justice, Conflict, War’ 

The Hague: April 3-6, 2014 

‘The business of America is not business. Neither is it war. The business of America is justice and 

securing the blessing of liberty.’ (20
th

-century U.S.-editor, commentator, and columnist George F. 

Will) 

‘And this nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are 

free.’ (John F. Kennedy, television address, 11 June 1963) 

 

The paradox inherent in the United States’ commitment to the values of justice, liberty, and 

democracy on the one hand, and the often unforeseen and problematic results of enforcing and/or 

imposing these values on the other, has shaped the nation’s history domestically as well as 

internationally since independence. 

At a domestic level, the U.S. was one of the first nations in modern history to establish a democratic 

and egalitarian form of government based on the Enlightenment principles of equality, political and 

civil liberties, and freedom of speech. At the same time, many of these principles have had different 

meanings for different groups within the U.S. throughout its history, and have repeatedly led to 

violent internal racial, ethnic, gender, and class conflicts. 

In the arena of foreign policy Theodore Roosevelt’s ‘Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine’ (1904) , for 

example, officially consolidated the role of the U.S. as an ‘international police power’, prepared to 

intervene ‘in flagrant cases of ... wrongdoings’. This set the stage for a wide range of interventions, 

including those in Latin America and, more recently, the Middle East, whose transgressed nature 

has since met with harsh criticism. Yet the U.S. engagement in Europe during and after WWII has 

equally thrown into relief the nation’s crucial role as liberator and international promoter of justice 

and democracy. 

The EAAS 2014 conference on ‘America: Justice, Conflict, War’ will be hosted in The Hague, the 

‘City of Peace and Justice’ that is home to the International Criminal Court as well as the 

International Court of Justice. Bringing Americanists from across Europe and across the globe to 

this location highlights the fact that many of the challenges facing the U.S. today increasingly tend 

to be, as Madeleine Albright has remarked in a recent interview, reflections of complexly 

interrelated problems of global justice and international peace diplomacy that transcend the 

boundaries of individual nation states and render the importance of international cooperation more 

crucial than ever. 
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European Journal of American Studies Calls for Contributions 

The editors of the European Journal of American Studies (EJAS) 

would like to extend an invitation to scholars of the United 

States to submit articles for consideration to be published in our 

on-line journal.  

The European Journal of American Studies is the official journal 

of the European Association for American Studies. 

Two or three issues are published each year. Each issue is either thematically composed or 

incrementally evolutive. It welcomes contributions from Americanists in Europe and elsewhere and 

aims at making available reliable information and state-of-the-art research on all aspects of United 

States culture and society. Contributions will be submitted to the approval of the editorial 

committee following specialized peer-review. The President of the European Association for 

American Studies is the director of this publication. Opinions expressed in EJAS should however be 

considered as strictly that of the authors. 

Spring is the ‘conference season’ for many academics and, as such, scholars across Europe and the 

rest of the world are gathering at conferences to exchange ideas and disseminate information about 

their own, current research. Knowing that there is a great deal of excellent research currently being 

undertaken, we would like to provide an avenue for dissemination of that research. Should you wish 

to submit an article to us, perhaps from a conference paper, please look on the European 

Association for American Studies related web site, on ejas.revues.org to see the information that we 

require for submission of an article. Equally, if you attend a conference and hear an exceptional 

paper, please feel free to pass our contact details onto authors/researchers. We are interested in any 

topic related to the study of the United States and publish work in history, literature, culture, film, 

politics and social science, to name a few. If you have not as yet visited our on-line journal web site 

we encourage you to discover the range of topics we publish and the excellent scholarship currently 

being undertaken by European Americanists. 

Check out the website at: ejas.revues.org 

AMERICAN STUDIES NIEUWS  
 

New Ph.D. Research Project by Andrew Niemeijer 
Free University, supervisor: Diederik Oostdijk 

 

Bards and Bloggers of War 
‘Bards and Bloggers of War’ analyses which historical and discursive 

developments can be discerned within Anglo-American war literature in 

the last century. How has the form, content, and societal impact of war 

literature changed between 1914 and 2014, and what has caused these 

changes? Do these changes constitute development or even progress? 

 

’Bards and Bloggers of War’ seeks to understand why authors and 

audiences have preferred a different genre of war representation for the 

First World War, the Second World War, the Vietnam War, and the Iraqi 

Wars and how those different genres may represent or reflect each war differently because of that. 

While tracing the development of the natural form of war literature is crucial for ‘Bards and 

Bloggers of War,’ it is equally important to our understanding of the development of war literature 

Andrew Niemeijer 
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between 1914 and 2014 what has happened to more traditional forms of war literature during the 

past century. ‘Bards and Bloggers of War’ has technological, societal as well as scientific merit. 

Firstly, I will analyze the influence of technological advancements on the production of war 

literature in the last hundred years. Television and the Internet have become media through which 

people hear and learn about war, and they have become forums through which more traditional 

forms of war texts have been showcased. This project will argue that the older forms of literature 

have changed in terms of style and quite likely also in content because the widespread influence of 

the newer media. Secondly, by making ‘Bards and Bloggers of War’ part of my lesson plans at the 

OSG West-Friesland, I will introduce high school students to ongoing academic research while 

teaching them about how significant wars in history has been narrated. Thirdly, this project takes as 

its cue the hotly debated issue of development in war literature. 

 

‘Bards and Bloggers of War’ builds on my award-winning Master’s thesis, ‘The ‘Truth’ About 

War: A Comparative Study of the Life and Work of Great War Veterans Siegfried Sassoon and 

Robert Mackie’, which was published in 2005. Even though I did not immediately pursue an 

academic career after graduating but became a full-time high-school teacher instead, I never 

abandoned my interest in war literature. Since 2008 I have developed an intensive language 

program called Fast Lane English. It aims to improve pupils’ language skills through increased 

exposure to literature and culture. Its success had led to the program’s adoption by other schools 

across the country and to the title Teacher of the Year of Holland in 2009. The publicity generated 

by this award allowed me to share my personal vision of education with the country’s entire 

education sector, from fellow teachers to the Secretary of Education. As Teacher of the Year I was 

and am still spokesman for teachers in Secondary School Education, in national/regional press, 

magazines and various other media.  

 

New Research Project University of Amsterdam, Utrecht University, and 

Huygens ING on the Emergence of the United States in Public Discourse in the 

Netherlands 

 
How were ideas, products and practices associated with the United 

States valued in Dutch public discourse between 1890 and 1990? This 

is what cultural historians, computer scientists and text-mining experts 

from the University of Amsterdam, Utrecht University, and Huygens 

ING will research in the HORIZON-project called ‘E-Humanity 

Approaches to Reference Cultures: The Emergence of the United States 

in Public Discourse in the Netherlands, 1890-1990’. The Dutch 

Organization for Scientific Research (NWO) offered a grant of 2 

million euro.  

 

This project uses digital technologies to analyze the role of reference 

cultures in debates about social issues and collective identities, looking 

specifically at the emergence of the United States in public discourse in 

the Netherlands from the end of the nineteenth century to the end of the 

Cold War. 

 

It introduces the concept of reference culture as a crucial addition to the 

humanities toolbox to discuss long-term asymmetrical processes of 

cultural exchange involving dimensions of power and hegemony. The 

concept recognizes the fact that some cultures assume a dominant role 

in the international circulation of knowledge and practices, offering or 

imposing a model that others imitate, adapt, or resist. More specifically, 
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the project will add to our understanding of the global position of the Netherlands as a knowledge-

based economy thriving on the innovation that emerges from international cultural encounters. 

 

Reference cultures are mental constructs that do not necessarily represent a geopolitical reality with 

an internal hierarchy and recognizable borders. These culturally conditioned images of trans-

national models are typically established and negotiated in public discourses over a long period of 

time. However, the specific historical dynamics of reference cultures have never been 

systematically analyzed and hence are not fully understood. To explore these dynamics, this project 

asks three interrelated questions. (1) How were ideas, products and practices associated with the 

United States valued in Dutch public discourse between 1890 and 1990? (2) How can e-tools be 

used to map trends and changes in relation to the economic power, cultural acceptance, and 

scientific and technological impact of the United States as reference culture? (3) How does public 

discourse reflect and influence the emergence and impact of reference cultures? 

 

We propose that the key to understanding the emergence and dominance of reference cultures is to 

chart the public discourse in which these collective frames of reference are established. The 

availability of a large digital data collection in the National Library of the Netherlands (KB) enables 

us for the first time to study long-term developments and transformations in these national 

discourses in a systematic, longitudinal, and quantifiable way by using innovative text-mining tools. 

These ?e-research? tools allow us to test the value of qualitative heuristic models and to pair them 

in a meaningful fashion with quantitative methodology. This will demonstrate that conclusions 

based on large quantifiable data sets concerning public debates open new vistas in humanities 

research because they (a) provide a robust framework for contextualizing conclusions based on 

?traditional? qualitative research; and (b) directly complement numerical data sets provided by 

other researchers, for example on economic and social trends. 

 
Participating researchers: 

 

- prof. dr. Joris van Eijnatten (Cultural History, UU)  

- prof. dr. Toine Pieters (Descartes Centre, Pharmacy, UU)  

- dr. Jaap Verheul (Cultural History, American Studies, UU)  

- dr. José de Kruif (Cultural History, text mining-expert, UU)  

- prof. dr. Maarten de Rijke (Computer Science, Intelligent Data Lab, UvA)  

- dr. Charles van den Heuvel (Scientific History, Huygens ING) 

 

3 postdocs (1 UvA, 2 UU) and 4 Ph.D. students (3 UU, 1 UvA) will also be working on the project. 

 

 

Amrita Das, ‘De Amerikaanse ghazal’ 
 

Amrita Das, alumna English Language and Culture, heeft van NWO een 

Mozaiek promotiebeurs toegekend gekregen voor haar onderzoek ‘De 

Amerikaanse ghazal. De immigratie van een Arabische poëzievorm (1960-

2010)’.  

De ghazal is the meest populaire vorm van poëzie in India en de Arabische 

wereld, maar vrij onbekend in het Westen. Sinds 1960 raakt de ghazal 

ingeburgerd in Amerika. Hoe is het Amerikaanse succes te verklaren en wat 

betekent de acceptatie van de ghazal op literair, politiek en cultureel gebied? 

 

Amrita Das 
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ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER 

 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2013  
 

Every year the Roosevelt Study Center presents the Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 

(TRAHA) for the best Master thesis written by a Dutch graduate student on an American history 

topic. Sponsored by the New York-based Theodore Roosevelt Association and designed to 

stimulate the study of United States history and culture at Dutch universities, the award also 

encourages students to use the unique RSC archival resources.  

 

Since the establishment of the award in 1987 (called the Lawrence J. Saunders Award from 1987-

1994 and from 1995 on to the present the TRAHA) the Dutch universities with American History / 

American Studies programs (Amsterdam, Groningen, Leiden, Nijmegen, and Utrecht) have 

nominated numerous masters theses for the award. 

 

On April 12, 2013 the TRAHA was awarded to Lisanne Walma, a graduate student of the 

University of Utrecht’s American Studies program, for her thesis ‘The Good, the Bad, and the 

Forgotten: U.S. Veterans and the Mall Memorial Movement’. She won a trip to the ‘Roosevelt 

sites’ in New York State: Theodore Roosevelt’s birthplace in New York City, and his house 

Sagamore Hill in Oyster Bay, Long Island, as well as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and 

Museum and Eleanor Roosevelt’s house Val-Kill in Hyde Park, New York. 

TRAHA-winner Lisanne Walma with the director of the Roosevelt Study Center Kees van Minnen 
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This year’s jury consisted of dr. Joanne van der Woude 

(Rijksuniversiteit Groningen), dr. George Blaustein 

(University of Amsterdam) and Roger Voncken (award 

winner TRAHA 2012).  

 

The jury was impressed with the original topic of the thesis 

and the meticulousness the author discussed the subject. 

Walma placed her subject within the historical focus of 

memorial studies and popular culture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fruitful Doctoral Seminar at the RSC 

On February 6, the doctoral seminar at the RSC concentrated on the links between theory and 

practice. Discussions covered two research papers and the field of post-doctoral opportunities. Eight 

Ph.D. students from six universities gathered at the RSC to discuss the progress of their work. The 

theme of the meeting was to explore how far scholars should go in developing abstract theoretical 

tools for their archival research. Frank Gerits (Ph.D.-student, European University Institute, 

Florence) opened the discussion with his historiographical essay arguing that the current 

Americanization debate is wrong in claiming a middle-ground position between cultural 

imperialism and cultural reception. He used examples from public diplomacy and political economy 

studies to question the validity of this claim. The discussion centered around the function of various 

concepts, the difference between state and non-state actors, the formulation of a single research 

focus, and the question whether Americanization can be linked to public diplomacy as one of its 

goals. 

 

Frank was followed by Marleen Ensink (an independent researcher preparing a Ph.D.-proposal), 

who approached the theme from the other side. Her paper ‘The Antis: Gender Roles in the Anti-

Suffrage Movement of Massachusetts’ raised the question how this piece could be positioned in a 

broader academic debate. Lots of possible research extensions were suggested by the group, 

including the position of the Antis in the feminist movement, a comparative research with other 

anti-movements, a more in-depth analysis of the background of the Antis in terms of class, race, 

religion, geography, education, and generation, and their relationship with pro-suffrage women and 

anti-suffrage men. This produced a lively debate and everyone agreed that Ensink had ‘gold in her 

hands’ with this intriguing and relevant topic.  

 

Lastly, Dr. Dario Fazzi (postdoc at the RSC) provided the group with insightful information about 

career opportunities after finishing a Ph.D.-program. Fazzi is currently in his second postdoc 

research and shared his experience in selecting positions and planning applications in the U.S. and 

Europe, encouraging applicants to take four months in preparation and to be flexible about their 

research topic. Both the intense level of critical thinking and practical advice made this seminar an 

informative and inspiring meeting for all participants, whether they were close to finishing their 

Ph.D.-thesis or considering a return to the academic world. One of them wrote that evening: ‘It was 

really a wonderful meeting today. I learned a lot from the discussions and from Dario’s talk. Your 

ways to inspire us to have a thorough exploration of the presentations have always impressed me. 

Thanks a lot for being both an organizer and motivator. And I am truly happy to see both old and 

new faces!’ The next meeting will take place May 22, 2013. 
Erika van Leeuwen 

The jury. Left to right: George Blaustein, 

Joanne van der Woude, and Roger Voncken.  



 
 13 

 

 

Report Ph.D. Seminar 2013 

 

For the sixth time in a row the RSC hosted an international Ph.D. seminar for graduate students in 

American history from the universities of Cambridge, Paris, Heidelberg, and Leiden. Since 2003 the 

RSC serves as the host institution for a biennial Ph.D. seminar for Ph.D. students from the 

universities of Cambridge, Paris (Sorbonne Nouvelle), Heidelberg, and Leiden. This successful 

Ph.D. seminar is based upon a close cooperation between the RSC and the members of its 

international advisory board who serve as faculty at these universities. 

 

At the seminar of April 3-5, 2013, nine invited Ph.D. students (2 from Cambridge, 3 from Paris, 2 

from Heidelberg, and 2 from Leiden) presented their work to peers from the other universities, 

received feedback, and used the occasion to build their international network of contacts. Each 

participant had submitted in advance a 15-page paper on 

an aspect of his/her research topic and in a 20-minute 

presentation contextualized that paper within the Ph.D. 

project which was followed by a group discussion. 

Among the participants were the RSC staff and 

Professors James Cohen (Paris) and Manfred Berg 

(Heidelberg). 

  

The topics covered a variety of aspects of U.S. domestic 

policy and foreign relations in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries. 

All involved assessed this Ph.D. seminar as very 

valuable. As one Ph.D. candidate observed, ‘I was 

enormously impressed, not only by the facilities and 

organization but also by the format of the Ph.D. seminar. 

It was undoubtedly the most productive of academic 

exchanges in which I have participated so far. I feel very 

privileged to have been able to discuss my project with 

such an intelligent group in such a relaxed environment. 

This was an enormously rewarding experience, thank 

you!’  
 

Kees van Minnen, Director Roosevelt Study Center 

Participants of the Ph.D. Seminar 2013 
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New Collections 

 

‘Prospects of Mankind with Eleanor Roosevelt’ DVD Collection 

 

The RSC is pleased to announce that the Center has 

acquired the ‘Prospects of Mankind with Eleanor 

Roosevelt’ DVD collection. The RSC is the only 

research center holding the complete TV series, a 

collection of 29 DVDs containing the roundtable 

discussions that the former first lady hosted between 

1959 and 1962. The programs focus on many issues 

covering both domestic and international affairs, ranging 

from capitalism, democracy, disarmament, foreign 

policy, and the status of women.  

 

Mrs. Roosevelt discussed these topics with some of the 

most prominent figures of that time, from Nobel Prize 

winners Bertrand Russell and Ralph Bunche to Henry 

Kissinger, John F. Kennedy, Adlai Stevenson, Hubert 

Humphrey, and Hugh Gaitskell. The series was produced 

by public television station WGBH, Boston for National 

Educational Television (NET), and was broadcast nationally. The informal colloquia represent a 

fundamental source to understand the development of Eleanor Roosevelt’s ideas on a broad range of 

subjects and, at the same time, they provide scholars and historians with further vivid examples of 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s ability to use mass media and her fervent interest in world affairs during the last 

years of her life. 

 

The Dwight D. Eisenhower National Security Files: Subject Files, 1953-1961 

 

The National Security Files (1953-1961) from the Dwight D. 

Eisenhower administration provide an excellent overview of the 

U.S. government’s world-view during the Cold War. The 

competition and tension between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. casts a 

long shadow over the collection and forms a subtext to each letter, 

report, meeting transcription, and paper. This microfilm collection 

is divided into four series that are organized alphabetically: NSC 

Status of Projects, NSC Subjects, Operations Coordinating Board 

Subjects, and Special Assistants Subjects. This collection 

scrutinizes U.S.-U.S.S.R. relations in every field and provide 

insight into the external development of the U.S. as a world power 

as well as the internal development of government agencies such 

as NASA. It records trips by government officials, interagency 

opinions on policy, and science and technological advances in fields such as seismology. 

For a detailed overview, see ‘Collections’ at: www.roosevelt.nl 

 

Roosevelt Study Center Digital Newsletter 
 

Recently the RSC has published its digital newsletter. Most members of the NASA should have 

received this newsletter in their mailbox. If you didn’t receive the last issue of the newsletter or if 

you don’t wish to be included in the mailing list, please let us know at rsc@zeeland.nl 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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FULBRIGHT CENTER NIEUWS 
 

Fulbright Scholars 2013 
 

Dr. Larry J. Griffin CLASS Research Professor and Director of American 

Studies at Georgia  Southern University in Statesboro, Georgia. He will be the 

visiting Fulbright scholar at the Roosevelt Study Center in the fall of 2013. His 

research will focus on American national identity in comparative perspective.  

 

National identities are woven into huge questions about both public policy and 

public morality-questions, ultimately about that most elemental of matters who 

‘we’ are and who ‘we’ permit to become part of ‘us’. To analyze the content and 

meaning of countries’national identities, Griffin analyzes four highly respected, widely used social 

surveys that focus on national identities: a) European Values Survey; b) World values Survey; c) 

International Social Survey Programme; d) 21
st
 Century Americanism Survey. By situating 

American national identity in a comparative frame, he expects to better understand the similarities 

and differences between American and European/Anglo-settler countries’ national identities and 

what these patterns imply for the notion of ‘American exceptionalism’ and America’s civil religion.  

 

 

Dr. Dawn M. Skorczewski, Director of University Writing and Associate 

Professor of English at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachussets. She is 

appointed as the Fulbright Senior Professor in American Culture at the Free 

University in Amsterdam in the fall of 2013. Her research topic is: ‘An 

international pedagogy of collective memory in post-holocaust Amsterdam’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=larry+griffin+Georgia+Southern+University&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=IidZpqgV6-I5dM&tbnid=zE9auxqHeab01M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://class.georgiasouthern.edu/socianth/?link=about_faculty&ei=oPR4UYayJ8GhtAbho4DYBg&bvm=bv.45645796,d.Yms&psig=AFQjCNHOGJzkAflFSjmKrAWWYIaq9wWfcw&ust=1366967822139054
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CONFERENTIES & SEMINARS  
 

 

The Politics and Culture of Liberation: 25
th

 Anniversary  

of American Studies Nijmegen 
Radboud University Nijmegen: June 7-8, 2013 

 

Radboud University is celebrating 25 years of its American 

Studies program with a two-day international symposium on 

the theme of liberation, media and cultural memory. The 

event will trace Dutch-American encounters, confrontations, 

and collaborations from WWII to the 21
st
 century. What were 

the premises of the American liberation efforts in the 1940s? 

How is the theme liberation mediated and remembered in 

popular culture, museums, and sites of memory? How did the 

Marshall Plan program apply the soft powers of cultural 

diplomacy to revitalize the city of Nijmegen? What role was assigned to American cultural products 

such as jazz music in spreading the ideals of liberation and freedom around the world? What are 

current challenges in the politics and culture of liberation in other parts of the world such as the 

Middle East? The symposium is designed to bring together both national and international scholars 

to address these questions in seminars and workshops. We will collaborate with researchers from 

Washington, DC who will bring new archival sources from the National Archives on the theme of 

the ‘Media, Memory, and the Marshall Plan at Work in Nijmegen’ and contribute a never seen 

before video interview with the former director of the Nijmegen Dobbelman Factory. The event will 

also invite citizens of Nijmegen and beyond to share their oral histories of the American efforts to 

rebuild Nijmegen and sell the idea of a ‘United States of Europe’. The symposium will start with an 

academic program of lectures, panels, and workshops on Friday morning. The evening will feature 

a film program on documentary films of the Marshall Plan at Lux Theater (open to the public). The 

audio-visual exploration of ‘The Marshall Plan at Work in Nijmegen’ will be flanked by an 

exhibition with original visual material from the American National Archives and the city archive 

of Nijmegen. Letters, posters, photo stories and other audio-visual material will be exhibited at 

Radboud University Nijmegen’s library which was, after all, rebuilt with American financial 

support. The second day will be open to the public with talks on cultural diplomacy in Nijmegen 

and the function of jazz ambassadors including a musical concert with compositions by Louis 

Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Nina Simone.  

 

By focusing on the liberation and reconstruction of the city of Nijmegen through U.S. aid (rather 

than the destruction in the February 1944 bombardment by the U.S. forces) we will investigate 

whether the policies adopted by the U.S. in the local postwar instance could be seen as a template 

for U.S. behavior in other parts of the world since that time. In this way we hope to connect past 

and present, and remap Nijmegen as a fascinating case study in a larger international perspective of 

Dutch-American encounters, confrontations, and collaborations. 

 

The American Studies Symposium ‘The Politics and Culture of Liberation’ fits in the larger theme 

of the 90
th

 Anniversary of Radboud University and will extend the academic discourse to 

institutions, sights, and projects related to this theme such as the online ‘Liberation Tour’ website, 

the inauguration of the new Castella Tower (on the former Dobbelman factory site) in fall 2013, the 

Liberation Route (www.liberationroute.com), the prospective WWII Museum in Nijmegen, as well 

as the memory of the liberation of Nijmegen symbolically expressed in the new Oversteek bridge 

(opening in November 2013). 

 

Further information and the program can be accessed on our website: www.ru.nl/col/ 
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Reframing Diplomacy: New Diplomatic History in the Benelux and Beyond 
Leiden University: September 6-7, 2013 

 

The visit by Google CEO Eric Schmidt to North Korea has recently highlighted once again the role 

that private individuals can take in ‘diplomatic’ activities (and the controversies that they can cause 

in doing so). Already in 1977 Maureen Berman and Joseph Johnson (himself U.S. secretary for the 

Bilderberg meetings) published Unofficial Diplomats, a collection of essays on ‘private 

international relations’ and the role of non-governmental individuals and groups who sought to 

influence international affairs through their own direct contacts abroad.  

 

This conference will bring together scholars who are looking at aspects of ‘private international 

relations’ and changes in diplomacy through the 20
th

 century. It places ‘the diplomat’ at the centre 

of investigation, be that involving new ways to interpret diplomatic practice or the introduction of 

new actors as diplomats. Inspired by recent moves to generate new approaches to Diplomatic 

History, the conference will link the latest developments in Dutch and Belgian research with a 

wider circle of scholars to share thoughts and theoretical insights on new directions and ongoing 

research projects. What new approaches are being used, and what are the outcomes?  

 

The conference will include presentations covering two broad themes in the research on New 

Diplomatic History: 

 

1) The practices and processes of diplomacy itself, as demonstrated by the role, behaviour, 

networks, discourse, self-representation, perception, identities, loyalties, and mobility of particular 

diplomats and of the diplomatic profession at large, and how they have changed through the 20
th

-

21
st
 centuries; 

 

2) The practices and processes of informal diplomacy, involving the identities, activities, 

motivations, justifications, interactions, interlinkages, goals, legitimacy, and policy-relevance of 

unofficial diplomats, be they individuals acting on their own or as part of a non-governmental 

organisation, network, or social movement. 

 

Conference organizer: Giles Scott-Smith (Leiden University / Roosevelt Study Center) 

 

For further information please contact me at: g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl 
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’Sustainability and the City: America and the Urban World’ 
Salzburg Seminar American Studies Association (SSASA): September 26-30, 2013  

 

By the year 2060, 70% of the world’s 

population will live in cities, cities where 

goods and ideas are exchanged, where the 

arts thrive and people from different 

races, backgrounds, religions and values 

mix. They are financial, business, political 

and cultural centers, places of expanding 

possibilities and the entry point of foreign 

influences. Yet they are also sites of 

dereliction, crime and political corruption. 

Today, while some cities are dynamic, 

attractive and transitioning, a number of 

cities are in a state of decay and decline.  

This 11
th

 Salzburg Seminar American Studies Association Symposium will focus on the social, 

cultural, economic, and political role that cities play in the lives of their inhabitants, their culture 

and the world. It will draw on a range of disciplines to examine the future of the city in America, 

but will also target cities around the world. The focus will be on common issues, inter-related 

relationships and future trends, as participants examine the dynamics that constitute the social and 

cultural dimensions of the modern global city. Participants will be American Studies academics, 

urban sociologists, urban planners, architects and others interested in the study of the city.  

For more information on the following seminars, please contact symposium director Ms. Marty 

Gecek: mgecek@SalzburgGlobal.org or consult the website.  

Questions that participants will explore include:  

 What is the significance of urban living to those in the rapidly growing American, Asian, 

and other great cities?  

 Are global cities extraterritorial, sharing more with one another than with the country in 

which they are situated? 

 What role does the city play in shaping the lives, values, attitudes, and well-being of those 

who live in them?  

 How attuned to human needs and desires are they?  

 What is the role of the architect and planner in the future of cities? 

 How can cities become innovators in sustainability?  

Conference fees vary depending on the financial circumstances of an individual applicant. The 

conference is fully residential, with board and lodging included in the fee, from dinner on the 

opening day until breakfast on the departure day. Travel to and from Salzburg is not included. There 

is financial aid towards the symposium fee available for qualified individuals working in the field of 

urban studies. 

 

For more information about the speakers go to: www.salzburgglobal.org 

 

mailto:mgecek@SalzburgGlobal.org
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‘Selling America in an Age of Uncertainty: U.S. Public Diplomacy in 

the New International Order, 1965-1980’ 
Nobel Institute, Oslo, Norway: November 1-2, 2013 

 

The 1970s constituted a profound era of transition in international affairs: the American defeat in 

Vietnam, the breakdown of the Bretton Woods exchange system, and a string of setbacks including 

Watergate, Three-Mile Island, and reversals during the Carter years all contributed to a grand 

reappraisal of the place of the United States within the international order. In addition, the rise of 

new global competitors, the pursuit of détente with the Soviet Union, and the emergence of new 

private sources of global power also contributed to uncertainty about the role of American power in 

the world. Against this backdrop of mounting domestic and international crises, America’s cultural 

hegemony suffered prolonged disparagement as American-style consumerism clashed with 

concerns over the environment, mass consumption, and market-oriented approaches to global 

justice. The emancipatory potential of American culture, so confidently asserted at mid-century, 

was challenged in the post-1968 world.  

 

Scholarship has thus far been silent about the strategies of American public diplomats to manage 

this ‘shock of the global’, as one recent anthology has termed it. Since at least World War II, 

American informational and cultural programs rested on a broad consensus that promoting 

American culture, and explaining American intentions, should occupy a place of privilege within 

U.S. diplomatic practice. Yet very little analysis over how public diplomats approached their work 

in this age of uncertainty has appeared. With an eye on the present-day shifts in the relative power 

of the U.S. in global affairs, this conference examines the question of how U.S. public diplomacy 

wrestled with the changed and charged situation of the 1970s. 

 

Keynote Speakers: 

Nicholas J. Cull, Professor of Public Diplomacy, Annenberg 

School for Communications, University of Southern California 

(author of The Cold War and the United States Information 

Agency, Cambridge University Press, 2008)  

 

Robert J. McMahon, Ralph D. Mershon Professor of History, 

Ohio State University (author of Dean Acheson and the 

Creation of an American World Order, Potomac Books, 2009) 

 

Thomas Zeiler, Professor of History, University of Colorado, 

Boulder (author of Annihilation: A Global Military History of 

World War II, Oxford University Press, 2011) 

 

Conference sponsors: 

Walker Institute for International and Area Studies, University of South Carolina 

Forum for Contemporary History, University of Oslo 

Nobel Institute, Oslo 

U.S. Embassy, Oslo 

Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg 

 

Organizing committee:  

David J. Snyder (University of South Carolina) 

Giles Scott-Smith (Leiden University / Roosevelt Study Center) 

Hallvard Notaker (University of Oslo)  

 



 
 20 

 

Weapons of Mass Seduction: Rhetoric and Political Discourse 

in The United States 
Middelburg (the Netherlands) and Ghent (Belgium): November 6-9, 2013 

One year after the 2012 U.S. presidential elections an 

international conference will be held in the neighbouring 

towns of Middelburg in the Netherlands and Ghent in 

Belgium. This four-day conference (November 6-9, 

2013) will be hosted jointly by the Roosevelt Study 

Center (Middelburg) and Ghent University.  

Both Ghent and Middelburg possess close links with 

former U.S. presidents: the sixth president of the United 

States, John Quincy Adams, negotiated the Treaty of 

Ghent in 1814, while the Roosevelt family originated from the province of Zeeland, of which 

Middelburg is the main town. 

The conference, which will take place one year after the 2012 presidential elections, encompasses 

American political discourse and rhetoric in the widest sense. We welcome paper proposals that 

analyse aspects of discourse and rhetoric in the United States since the 18
th

 century. The conference 

aims to cover a wide range of political actors, from presidential rhetoric and campaigns to state-

level politics, from the role of the media to online fora, from social movements to public 

intellectuals.  

The conference will bring together specialists of ancient and modern rhetoric, historians, political 

scientists, linguists, and communication specialists. While the event will bring together perspectives 

on the use of classical rhetoric in American politics, the intention is to include perspectives on both 

classical and modern rhetoric. This will allow not only for contrast and comparison but will also 

emphasise the continuity between the two. By bringing classicists and modernists together around 

the subject of American discourse and rhetoric, the conference will develop a fruitful interaction 

between disciplines.  

The language of the conference will be English. 

Organizing Committee: 

Prof. Dr. Gert Buelens, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ghent University 

Prof. Dr. Michael Burke, University College Roosevelt, Middelburg 

Prof. Dr. Danny Praet, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ghent University 

Prof. Dr. Giles Scott-Smith, Roosevelt Study Center / Leiden University  

Scientific Committee:  

Prof. Dr. Adam Fairclough, Institute of History, Leiden University 

Prof. Dr. Jan Verplaetse, Faculty of Law, Ghent University 

Prof. Dr. Rik Coolsaet, Faculty of Political Sciences, Ghent University  

Dr. Koen De Temmerman, Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, Ghent University 
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NIEUWE PUBLICATIES  

Diverse Destinies 

Nella Kennedy, Mary Risseeuw, and Robert P. Swierenga, eds., 

Diverse Destinies: Dutch Kolonies in Wisconsin and the East 

(Holland, MI: Van Raalte Press, 2012), 278 pp, $ 22,50. 

 

De staat Wisconsin, in het midden van de V.S. bij de grote meren en 

vlak bij Canada, staat niet bekend als een verzamelpunt van 

Nederlandse immigranten. Ten onrechte, blijkt uit de recente bundel  

met artikelen onder de titel Diverse Destinies. West Michigan is het 

centrum van deze emigratiegroep geworden. Maar het 

immigratieproces had ook anders kunnen lopen. Juist door andere 

uitkomsten te overwegen kunnen we achter de doorslaggevende 

factoren komen voor de concentratie van Nederlanders in deze 

streek. De situatie in Wisconsin toont aan dat er meer en andere 

vormen van Nederlandse interactie met een Amerikaanse omgeving 

waren dan die in Michigan en Iowa. 

 

De zestien artikelen in deze bundel getuigen daarvan. Ze bekijken het contact met de 

oorspronkelijke bewoners, de verschillende indianenstammen, met de nieuwkomers, het verschil en 

de overeenkomsten van katholieke en protestantse immigranten, de verspreiding in steden en 

dorpen, de belangenbehartiging door de Nederlandse consuls, de poging om een markt voor 

Nederlandse boeken te scheppen, de taalveranderprocessen, vooral van de Friezen in deze deelstaat 

en de herdenkingscultuur. Bij elkaar genomen leveren deze bouwstenen een beeld op van een 

immigrantennetwerk dat soms het spiegelbeeld van de kolonie in Michigan was, met katholieke 

instellingen die de protestantse overvleugelden, verschuiving van economische zwaartepunten, en 

de late bewustwording van etnische wortels. 

  

 

 

Tales of Transit 

Michael Boyden, Hans Krabbendam, and Liselotte 

Vandenbussche, eds. Tales of Transit: Narrative Migrant Spaces 

in Atlantic Perspective, 1850-1950 (Amsterdam: Amsterdam 

University Press, 2013), 240 pp, € 39,50. 

 

Traditionally, migration has been studied at either the beginning 

or the end of the journey. Surprisingly little research has been 

devoted to what actually happens to people in between. The 

contributors to this collection draw on a variety of primary and 

secondary sources, including travel writings, fiction, and diaries, 

to explore immigrants’ liminal experiences on ships and in exit 

ports on both sides of the Atlantic. Combining scholarship from 

the field of transportation history with that of social history and 

translation studies, Tales of Transit reveals the complexity of 

what people experience as they get uprooted or reattach 

themselves to a community. A novel addition to the literature of 

transatlantic movements of the mid-nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Tales of Transit 

demonstrates in vivid detail how migration was seldom a straightforward progression. 
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PROMOTIES & INAUGURATIES 

 
Dr. Frank Mehring benoemd tot hoogleraar Amerikanistiek/American Studies 
 

Dr. Frank Mehring (Alsfeld, Duitsland) is per 1 september 2012 benoemd tot hoogleraar 

Amerikanistiek/American Studies aan de Faculteit der Letteren van de Radboud Universiteit 

Nijmegen. Mehring is sinds 2001 verbonden aan het John F. Kennedy Instituut van de Vrije 

Universiteit Berlijn. 

 

Frank Mehring studeerde Engels en American 

Studies (1991-1996) en American Studies en 

Musicologie (1997-2001) aan de Justus-Liebig-

University te Giessen (Duitsland). In de 

tussenliggende periode studeerde hij een jaar 

American Studies aan de University of Wisconsin-

Madison en musicologie aan Harvard University. 

In 2001 studeerde hij summa cum laude af op de 

doctoraalscriptie ‘Sphere Melodies: the 

Manifestation of Transcendentalist Ideas in the 

Music of Charles Ives and John Cage’.  

Vervolgens trad Mehring in dienst van de afdeling 

Cultural Studies van het eerder genoemde John F. 

Kennedy Instituut (Berlijn), aanvankelijk als 

wetenschappelijk medewerker en sinds 2009 is hij 

er gasthoogleraar. 

 

In 2011 verdedigde Mehring aan de Vrije Universiteit Berlijn zijn Habilitation: ‘The Democratic 

Gap: Transcultural Confrontations of German Immigrants and the Promise of American 

Democracy’. Dit werk is bekroond met de tweejaarlijkse EAAS Rob Kroes Award voor het beste 

manuscript op het gebied van American Studies in Europa. 

 

Frank Mehring werkte van 2001 tot 2012 aan het door de Duitse en Nederlandse Organisatie voor 

Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (DFG en NWO) gefinancierde researchproject ‘Music Theater in 

Germany 1900-1950’. Hij is medeoprichter van ‘Black Diaspora and Germany’, een netwerk van 

jonge wetenschappers. Hij organiseerde in 2011 het eerste internationale symposium over de 

schilder/designer Winold Reiss (1886-1953). 

 

Prof. Mehring zal zich aan de Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen nadrukkelijk richten op het 

interdisciplinaire onderwijs in de Amerikanistiek, bestaand onderwijs uitbouwen en innovatief 

onderwijs ontwikkelen. Zijn onderzoek betekent een versterking van het programma Performances 

of Memory van het Institute for Historical, Literary and Cultural Studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Frank Mehring 
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LEZINGEN, TENTOONSTELLINGEN & REVIEWS 

 
Film Review // Spielberg’s Lincoln 
 

A Lincoln who tells 

scatological jokes. A Lincoln 

who utters ‘goddam’. A 

Lincoln who slaps his son 

Robert in public. A Lincoln 

who sits impassively while two 

black soldiers proudly tell him 

that they ‘took no prisoners’.  

Who on earth is this man? It is 

Daniel Day-Lewis, as directed 

by Steven Spielberg and 

speaking lines written by Tony 

Kushner. 

 

A confession: I fell asleep during the wordy exposition that begins Lincoln, my heart having already 

sunk after the corny, unbelievable prologue that features the black soldiers referred to above, and 

two white soldiers, one of whom reverently recites the Gettysburg Address, which he knows by 

heart. Having seen this ‘kwartiertje’ while flying from Amsterdam to Washington, I discovered that 

all I had missed was a clunky scene-setting episode that sets up the principal hinge of the plot: the 

desire of the conservative, racist Blair family to pursue a negotiated peace with the Confederates 

that would postpone (perhaps indefinitely) the abolition of slavery, and the desire of Lincoln, 

Seward, and the Radical Republicans in Congress to ensure quick passage of the Thirteenth 

Amendment. 

 

Let me stipulate that the key performances in Lincoln are wonderful. David Strathairn convinces as 

the worldly, pragmatic Secretary of State, William H. Seward. Bruce McGill is appropriately ‘over 

the top’ as the excitable, domineering Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton. Hal Holbrook does a fine 

job as the aging patriarch Preston Blair. As Mary Todd Lincoln, Sally Field puts on a plausible 

southern accent and, more important, gives a good approximation of a grief-stricken woman on the 

verge of hysteria. Tommy Lee Jones does a great turn as the acid-tongued Radical Republican 

Congressman Thaddeus Stevens. And Daniel Day-Lewis, for all the hype surrounding his ‘method’, 

does not disappoint, although, as with Meryl Streep, one is always aware that one is in the presence 

of ‘great acting’. 

 

As an historian, I take it for granted that Hollywood will always get the facts wrong. To criticize a 

film for historical inaccuracy is therefore pointless. JFK was a paranoid fantasy, but also a great 

movie. Birth of a Nation was a racist fantasy, but also a great movie. As a matter of fact, the 

principal dramatic device in Lincoln is quite effective: Should the president negotiate with the 

Confederates or push for the Thirteenth Amendment? Even if the two questions were in reality 

unconnected. 

 

As with Birth of a Nation, however, Lincoln makes a spurious claim to historical accuracy. Based in 

part on Doris Kearns Goodwin’s Team of Rivals suggests that the film gets the history right 

(although the ‘in part’ allows unlimited wriggle-room). Indeed, the average movie-goer (who 

knows nothing of the history) would have left the theater convinced that this is how it happened.  

Even the late, lamented Roger Ebert bought into the hype. ‘Rarely has a film attended more 

carefully to the details of politics,’ wrote Ebert, in one of his last film reviews.  It does no credit to 
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either Steven Spielberg or Goodwin that they fostered this impression. The fact that Goodwin uses 

the film to promote a new edition of her book (which features on its cover Daniel Day-Lewis) 

compounds the offense. But then Goodwin, a notorious plagiarist, is not known for professional 

integrity. 

 

If Lincoln had been as good a film as, say, Schindler’s List, one 

might be inclined to overlook all the misleading publicity.  

However, the writing (Tony Kushner) and the direction 

(Spielberg) ensure that Lincoln is irredeemably second-rate.  

Their liberal hearts are obviously in the right place but, again 

and again, they hit the viewer over the head with their 

‘message’. Thus we see Lincoln’s son ‘Tad’ poring obsessively 

over that famous photograph of the slave’s scarred back 

(slavery was cruel). We see Robert Todd Lincoln gagging at the 

sight of amputated limbs being tipped into a pit (war is hell). 

And we have black soldiers fighting in the mud at the start of 

the film and glowering at the Confederate peace delegation 

toward the end (blacks were historical agents too). Subtle it is 

not. Critics have praised the film for depicting Lincoln going ‘down and dirty’ to get the Thirteenth 

Amendment passed; for being adept at political manipulation as well as soaring rhetoric. And, to be 

fair, this Lincoln is closer to the real one that previous screen Lincolns have been. But that is to set 

the bar pretty low. 

 

If Lincoln stimulates some viewers to read history books, all well and good.  As I constantly tell my 

students: you cannot learn history by watching ‘historical’ films; but such films can spark an 

interest. Moreover, whereas the messages of JFK and Birth of a Nation were pernicious, that of 

Lincoln is benign.  Nevertheless, this deeply disappointing film is, quite frankly, a bore. Even by 

Hollywood’s standards (which have nothing to do with historical accuracy) it fails. 

 
Review by Adam Fairclough 

 

Lecture // Barbara Kellerman: The End of Leadership 
ING House, Amstelveenseweg 500, Amsterdam: May 13, 2013 

 

Who will lead? The question has been asked by humans since time 

began. Alexander, Napoleon, George Washington, Henry Ford, Steve 

Jobs...history is an endless succession of people who purport to know 

the way, and of others willing to follow. But things are different now. 

Barbara Kellerman of Harvard, an expert on leadership, says in ‘The 

End of Leadership’ that we’ve reached an unprecedented place, 

where leaders are not trusted, not revered, not followed. That holds in 

politics and the corporate world. What to do? Kellerman says we 

need a new understanding of how change happens, and systems that 

are more democratic and collaborative. Join us for an evening that 

explores the future of society and business.  

 

John Adams Institute in cooperation with ING. 

 

Admission: Members €13,- / Nonmembers €19,- / Students/seniors €15,- 

 

For more information go to: www.john-adams.nl 
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Exhibition // American Icon: Photographs, Paintings and Assemblages 
Galerie Patries van Dorst, Landgoed de Wittenburg, Wassenaar: May 26-July 7, 2013 

 

Gallery Patries van Dorst is sincerely proud to present and exhibit (new) 

work of: 

 

Kevin Erskine: Farmer, storm-chaser and photographer. Pictures of 

storms and supercels that are beyond spectacular.  

 

Diederick Kraayeveld: Creator of unique wooden sculptures. The 

visual depth in his work made of reclaimed genuine old wood (in its 

original colors) that he scavenges on field trips, is astonishing.  

 

Ramon Otting: Painter and ‘inventor’ of oil and soil. Every color in his 

work is originated by the original scene itself.  

 

All exhibited art has an American ‘touch’ or influence and are to us, REAL AMERICAN ICONS. 

On memorial day and independence day we are open from 15-18 hours. They’ll be serving 

American snacks and drinks. (free admittance) 

 

More info at: www.patriesvandorst.nl 

 

Exhibition // Andy Warhol: Unkown Early Drawings 
Teylers Museum, Haarlem: June 1-September 1, 2013 

 

This summer 50 unknown early drawings are on display of one of the most significant artists of the 

twentieth century, in the ‘Prentenkabinet’ of Teylers Museum: Andy Warhol (1928-1987). The 

sensational discovery offers a fascinating insight of the artist before he became the Prince of Pop 

Art. 

 

The Fifties 

The discovered works were made in the 1950s when Warhol was at the start of his career. The 

pictures are drawn in clear shapes and mostly show children and adolescents, solitary or in a group. 

Some drawings are in line with his work as fashion illustrator and advertisement designer. Others 

are more expressive and are more similar to German-Austrian artists of the early twentieth century, 

like Egon Schiele, George Grosz, and Otto Dix. Numerous figures return in Warhol’s later work. 

The artist made most of his works based on photo’s or illustrations from magazines. Even back 

then, he was already producing in series, interestingly enough: Warhol printed the wet drawings and 

created mirrored monotypes.  

 

Found Accidentally 

A total number of 300 ‘new’ drawings have been found - more or less by coincidence. They were 

registered in 1990 by the Warhol Foundation in New York but they were labeled as archival 

material. The German gallery keeper Daniel Blau found them in 2011 relatively untouched and 

recognized their importance. This exhibition was first shown in the Louisiana Museum in 

Kopenhagen and will travel to the ‘Graphische Sammlung’ in Munich before coming to the Teylers 

Museum in Haarlem.  

 

Exhibition // 50th Anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s Visit to Berlin 
Multiple venues in Berlin: June 4-June 26, 2013 
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On June 26, 1963, U.S. president John F. Kennedy came to West Berlin for the 15
th

 anniversary of 

the Berlin Airlift. He was the first American president to visit the city after the Berlin Wall had 

divided it on August 13, 1961. With his speech in front of the Schöneberg Town Hall, which ended 

with the legendary words ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’, Kennedy left no doubt about his solidarity with 

West Berlin and the Federal Republic of Germany. A citywide program of events has been 

organized to commemorate the 50
th

 anniversary of Kennedy’s visit. The lectures, exhibitions, and 

book presentations will be on a broad range of topics involving Kennedy in Berlin.  

 

For an extensive program and more information go to: berlin.de/kennedy/ 

 

Lecture // Michael Pollan: Cooked: A Natural History of Transformation 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, Aula, Singel 411 Amsterdam: June 3, 2013     

  

Michael Pollan, America’s favorite writer about the business and 

science of food, is back. Cooked is a personal story, one that most of 

us enact every day. We cook. We use fire, water, air, plants and 

animals. But what are we really doing? We are making a primal 

connection. The cook, Pollan discovers, connects his or her family to 

the earth. Pollan apprentices himself to a grill master, a baker, a top 

chef and others in order to penetrate the simple mysteries of this 

everyday rite. As in earlier books, his underlying point is that relying 

on processed food products breaks the primal connection: it’s bad for 

body and soul. Join us for a thoroughly nourishing evening.  

 

John Adams Institute in cooperation with publisher De Arbeiderpers and De Volkskrant. 

 

Admission: Members €13,- / Nonmembers €19,- / Students/seniors €15,- 

 

For more information go to: www.john-adams.nl 
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Exhibition // Works from the Bert Kreuk Collection 
Gemeentemuseum The Hague: June 8-September 29, 2013 

 

A true ‘American dream’, that’s the story of U.S.-based Dutch collector Bert Kreuk. Kreuk is a 

successful entrepreneur who has devoted himself to collecting contemporary art for the last fifteen 

years. His ambition is to put together a collection of the highest quality, which he can then exhibit 

publicly. His passion for collecting takes him on an endless quest to track down artists and and 

explore their work. 

  

The collection includes many American artists. 

Pioneers like Christopher Wool and Willem de 

Kooning are the starting point, but works by 

rising stars like Theaster Gates, Kaari Upson, 

Klara Liden and Danh Vo are also included. In 

addition, the collection features established 

European artists such as Damien Hirst and Luc 

Tuymans.  

  

Collecting art transcends the abstract goals of 

the business world; art is about life itself. A 

new challenge for Kreuk is to gain a critical 

understanding of the artists, through observing, 

learning and understanding their work and 

following their development. 

  

He selects the works himself, looking for things that intrigue him, expose an issue, or communicate 

a message. Kreuk appreciates artists with a unique artistic style, who are constantly reinventing 

themselves and exploring new avenues. 

 

 This exhibition gives visitors the chance to follow in the footsteps of the collector and to 

experience the full impact of contemporary art. The Gemeentemuseum is delighted to be allowed 

this opportunity to present to the public one of the best-informed collectors in the world and so to 

fulfill a major function of any museum: to give the general public access to exact information about 

what is going on in the contemporary art world. 

 

Exhibition // XXXL Painting: Chris Martin, Jim Shaw and Klaas Kloosterboer 
Port Rotterdam, Submarine Wharf: June 8-September 29, 2013 

 

This summer Klaas Kloosterboer, Chris Martin and Jim Shaw will 

transform the Submarine Wharf into a gigantic art studio. This is the 

fourth consecutive summer that Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, 

in collaboration with Port of Rotterdam, is organising an exhibition 

of contemporary art in Rotterdam’s docklands.  

  

In the months leading up to the opening, the artists will be busy at 

work in the wharf, creating the exhibition on site. Museum Boijmans 

Van Beuningen wishes to demonstrate the resilience and energy of 

the art of painting with a true ‘battle of the Titans’ between the three 

artists. 
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The Amsterdam-based artist Klaas Kloosterboer 

can be seen as an ‘inventor’. He experiments 

constantly, altering the form and appearance of 

his paintings. The exhibition will include works 

from the collection of Museum Boijmans Van 

Beuningen, augmented with loans and new 

works. Chris Martin lives and works in New 

York and is the ‘savage painter’: he uses his 

energy to make each painting an explosion of 

color and power. In ‘XXXL Painting’ he will 

exhibit thirty existing paintings, and in the weeks 

leading up to the opening he will work on a new painting measuring 13 x 10 meters. Jim Shaw, the 

‘storyteller’ from Los Angeles completes the trio. He paints and draws in a figurative, sometimes 

cartoon-like style on old film sets. In the Submarine Wharf he will present these ‘backdrop’ 

paintings, some measuring 4 x 15 meters. 

 

Lecture // Kim Ghattas: The Secretary: A Journey with Hillary Clinton from 

Beirut to the Heart of American Power 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, Aula, Singel 411 Amsterdam: June 11, 2013 

 

Kim Ghattas, who has covered the U.S. State Department for the 

BBC since 2008, has written a gracious, nuanced book about Hillary 

Clinton’s years as Secretary of State. Ghattas logged 300,000 miles 

as she traveled with Clinton to 40 countries. In that time, she 

conducted 18 interviews with Clinton. The result is a portrait that 

infuses policy with personality. Ghattas shows Clinton building 

personal relationships with global leaders, details her seemingly 

boundless energy, and summarizes her achievement: ‘Working with 

the United States had once again become desirable’. Join us for a 

close up look at one of the most remarkable figures of our time.  

 

John Adams institute in cooperation with Nieuw Amsterdam publishers. 

 

Admission: Members €13,- / Nonmembers €19,- / Students/seniors €15,- 

 

For more information go to: www.john-adams.nl 

 

Exhibition // NASA: A Human Adventure 
Jaarbeurs, Utrecht: June, 13, 2013 - 2014 

 

This is the largest exhibition of its kind to travel to Europe. In this historic 

exhibit, John Nurminen Events and its partners are offering you the 

opportunity to walk among the stars - and get an up-close view of those who 

made it happen. From early rocket prototypes to actual space hardware, 

‘NASA: A Human Adventure’ brings you face-to-face with the people, 

technology and engineering that have captured our imaginations for over 50 

years.        

 

Admission: Adults: € 18,- per person (includes audio tour), Children up to 9 years: Free 

 

More info: www.ahumanadventure.com 
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Samira Ben Messaoud   

VACATURES & STAGES 
 

Stage bij de Nederlandse Ambassade in Washington, D.C.  
 

Samira Ben Messaoud, Student American Studies, Universiteit van Amsterdam 

 

Zes maanden in de hoofdstad van de Verenigde Staten zijn met een razend tempo voorbij gegaan. Ik 

had al eerder de rol van stagiaire bekleed voordat ik bij de Nederlandse Ambassade in Washington, 

D.C. terecht kwam, maar nog nooit was een dergelijke ervaring bij een organisatie zo 

indrukwekkend, spannend en waardevol voor mijn studie American Studies en mijn verdere 

loopbaan.  

 

Mijn eerste dag kan ik mij nog goed herinneren; goed 

voorbereid maar vol zenuwen wisselde ik mijn sneakers 

nog even snel om voor een paar hakken. Ik was namelijk 

in de veronderstelling dat deze grote buitenlandse post zeer 

formeel was en flauwe grappen bij het koffiezetapparaat 

niet getolereerd werden. Gelukkig werd meteen het 

tegendeel bewezen en voelde ik mij al in de eerste week 

als een vis in het water tussen alle vriendelijke diplomaten. 

Met andere stagiaires bezocht ik lezingen bij de 

Wereldbank en andere Ambassades, ben ik via de 

ondergrondse tunnels in het Amerikaans Congres gekomen 

en heb ik zelfs het Pentagon en het Witte Huis van binnen 

mogen bekijken. Na drie maanden waren wij stuk voor 

stuk netwerk experts geworden en deden wij ons op de 

zoveelste receptie tegoed aan het grenzeloze aanbod van   

eten en drankjes; het leven is immers duur in D.C. Dat 

deze stad aan de Oostkust ook nog eens uitermate geschikt is voor flitsbezoekjes aan andere mooie 

plekjes in Amerika maakte mijn portemonnee nog minder blij. 

 

Buiten het genieten van de stad, omgeving en nieuwe mensen was het ook hard werken. Ik liep 

stage op de Public Diplomacy, Press & Cultural Department en was opgelucht dat het werk niet 

alleen bij koffie zetten en kopietjes maken bleef. Met een team van zes collega’s waren wij 

voornamelijk verantwoordelijk voor het bevorderen van een beter begrip van Nederland in de VS. 

Dit doel probeerde wij te bereiken door diverse middelen zoals evenementen, campagnes of 

partnerschappen wat elke dag weer anders maakte. Ik begon op een gewone werkdag met het maken 

van een persoverzicht van onze aanwezigheid in de Amerikaanse media, zodat wij goed in de gaten 

konden houden wanneer Nederland positief of negatief in het nieuws tevoorschijn kwam.  

Er zijn verschillende speerpunten waar de Ambassade voornamelijk aandacht aan besteedt in de 

Verenigde Staten, welke zijn: Water Management, Energy & Climate, Human Rights & 

International Law, Peace, Security & Stability en Food & Nutrition. Een concreet thema dat naar 

voren kwam tijdens mijn stage was de Nederlandse waterkennis vanwege de schade die Hurricane 

Sandy heeft aangericht in Amerika. Wij maakten dan gebruik van verschillende kanalen om 

informatie te geven aan onze doelgroep, de Amerikaanse burger, maar het is dan eerst belangrijk 

om een media-analyse te schrijven zodat het duidelijk wordt op welke manier ons land naar voren is 

gekomen in de Amerikaanse media. Uiteindelijk was de conclusie in dit geval dat de Nederlandse 

waterkennis vaak positief werd besproken in de grootste Amerikaanse kranten en blogs, waardoor 

er vervolgens een mogelijkheid ontstaat om dit onderwerp verder uit te breiden in onze 

communicatie. Er kunnen dan lezingen georganiseerd worden in het teken van deze kwestie en waar 

verschillende groepen zoals Amerikaanse en Nederlandse water-experts, hoogleraren, 
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ingenieursbedrijven en politici bij elkaar komen. Voor een evenement als dit moet dan eerst een 

persbericht geschreven worden die verspreid wordt onder lokale en nationale Amerikaanse media 

en andere belanghebbende partijen. Ook leerde ik omgaan met Social Media door berichten te 

schrijven voor de Ambassade Facebook-pagina en moest ik soms twitteren tijdens conferenties. 

Natuurlijk komen er soms ook negatieve berichten langs en mocht ik actief meedenken over hoe wij 

hier dan het beste mee konden omgaan. Het verschilt dan per situatie of het verstandig is om er 

aandacht aan te besteden of het juist even te laten bekoelen.  

 

Het probleem met publieke diplomatie is dat de positieve effecten moeilijk meetbaar zijn waardoor 

er soms getwijfeld wordt aan het nut hiervan. Na mijn stage ben ik er van overtuigd dat het 

ontzettend belangrijk is om een dergelijke afdeling draaiende te houden omdat ik heb gezien hoe 

moeilijk het is om een positieve reputatie te behouden. Ik was positief verrast dat ons kleine landje 

zoveel kon betekenen in een groot land als Amerika en zelfs relevante expertise te bieden heeft.  

 

Als iemand vragen heeft naar aanleiding van mijn stage kan er een email gestuurd worden naar: 

Samira.benmessaoud@student.uva.nl 

 

Fulbright Stageprogramma 
 

Wil je stage lopen in de Verenigde Staten? Studeer je in het hoger onderwijs of ben je nog geen jaar 

afgestudeerd? Dan hebben we het juiste programma voor je. Het stageprogramma van het Fulbright 

Center biedt Nederlandse WO en HBO studenten de gelegenheid deel te nemen aan de American 

way of life. Het Fulbright Center kan dan een visum voor je regelen voor een stage van maximaal 

twaalf maanden. Jij regelt, eventueel met onze hulp, een stageplek, wij regelen de 

visumdocumenten en een basisverzekering tegen ziektekosten en bieden je een uitstekende 

voorbereiding. Het Fulbright Center is de meest betaalbare aanbieder van deze dienstverlening in 

Nederland. 

 

Heb je vragen? Mail dan naar: r.saya@fulbright.nl of bel naar 

020-5315930. Kijk voor meer informatie op over het 

stageprogramma op: www.fulbright.nl 

 

 

Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 

Koninkrijkszaken (DWH/NK) 
 

Vanaf begin september 2013 zijn er bij DWH/NK twee 

plekken voor nieuwe stagiair(e)s. De duur van een stage is 

in principe drie-zes maanden (in overleg), met een 

werkweek van 36-40 uur. 

 

Functieomschrijving en takenpakket: 

De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende vaste taken hebben: 

 Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven 

van beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

 Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen en andere publieke evenementen op het 

ministerie over onderwerpen die het werk van de afdeling betreffen.  

 Het assisteren bij dagelijkse bezigheden, zoals het schrijven van brieven aan (buitenlandse) 

bewindspersonen en het samenstellen van diverse dossiers. 

mailto:r.saya@fulbright.nl
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De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage, maar er zal naar worden gestreefd een 

studieopdracht te ontwikkelen. Dit zal afhangen van de actualiteit op dat moment. DWH/NK is een 

van de twee afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH/NK is de afdeling voor 

de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord Amerika (incl. Mexico) en de Caribische 

landen van het Koninkrijk. Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele en consulaire zaken 

passeren dagelijks de revue.  

 

Binnen de afdeling is er ruimte voor twee stagiair(e)s. Een stagiair(e) zal voornamelijk 

ondersteuning bieden aan de landenmedewerkers voor de Verenigde Staten, Canada en Mexico. 

Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je onder andere contact met andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, 

met de Noord-Amerikaanse ambassades in Den Haag en de Nederlandse posten in de regio. 

De tweede stagiair(e) zal zich voornamelijk concentreren op de Koninkrijksrelaties en de 

buitenlandse betrekkingen voor de Caribische landen van het Koninkrijk. Tijdens je 

werkzaamheden heb je geregeld contact met andere ministeries zoals BZK, de Directies 

Buitenlandse Betrekkingen van Aruba, Curaçao en Sint Maarten en met de Kabinetten van de 

Gevolmachtigde Ministers in Nederland.  

Studierichting 
Voor beide stages dient de stagiair(e) een derdejaars Bachelor of Masterstudent te zijn aan een WO-

instelling. Achtergrondkennis van en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel.  

 

Algemene voorwaarden en vergoedingen 

Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woon- of 

reiskostenvergoeding. Meer informatie hierover kun je vinden op www.werkenvoornederland.nl bij 

voorwaarden en vergoedingen. 

Meer weten en/of solliciteren 

Geïnteresseerd? Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met 

CV, vóór 21 juni 2013 gestuurd worden naar: dwh-nk@minbuza.nl. Hier kun je ook terecht voor 

verdere vragen. Geef in je sollicitatiebrief s.v.p. aan welke van de twee stageplekken bij DWH/NK 

je voorkeur geniet.  

 

Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken  

Directie Westelijk Halfrond  

Bezuidenhoutseweg 67  

Postbus 20061 

2500 EB Den Haag  

 

Roosevelt Study Center: Stagiaires gezocht voor 2014 
 

Vanaf januari 2014 is er op het Roosevelt Study Center weer plaats voor een stagiair(e) 

op universitair niveau, voor steeds een periode van drie maanden. We zoeken een 

ouderejaarsstudent Amerikanistiek, Amerikaanse geschiedenis of internationale betrekkingen die 

goed Engels spreekt en schrijft. Als medewerker beheer je de bibliotheek, bereid je internationale 

conferenties voor, ontsluit je archieven en verzorg je vertalingen en redactiewerk voor onder andere 

een nieuwsbrief en de website. Ook verricht je hand- en spandiensten voor de andere teamleden. En 

natuurlijk is er tijd voor je eigen onderzoek. 

 

Wil je graag brede praktijkervaring opdoen in een wetenschappelijk instituut en je kennis over 

Amerika vergroten? Lees dan verder. 
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Het is een veelzijdige, afwisselende stage waar je veel kunt leren, vooral voor studenten die een 

loopbaan als onderzoeker overwegen en wetenschappelijke werkervaring willen opdoen. Omdat we 

een klein instituut zijn komen namelijk alle wetenschappelijke werkzaamheden in jouw werk aan 

bod. 

  

We bieden je een stagevergoeding van ongeveer €250 per maand en een eventuele tegemoetkoming 

in je huisvestingskosten. We helpen je ook graag in het vinden van woonruimte in het mooie 

Zeeland. 

 

Het Roosevelt Study Center bevindt zich in de Abdij te Middelburg. Het RSC bevordert 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek en onderwijs over de geschiedenis en cultuur van de Verenigde Staten 

in de 20
e
 en 21

e
 eeuw en van de Europees-Amerikaanse betrekkingen, beheert een grote collectie en 

levert publieksinformatie over deze facetten en is daarnaast een ontmoetingsplaats en 

conferentiecentrum voor Europese en Amerikaanse onderzoekers. 

 

Ben je geïnteresseerd? Stuur dan een schriftelijke reactie naar dr. Hans Krabbendam 

(rsc@zeeland.nl) voorzien van je curriculum vitae. 

 

Reacties van je voorganger:  

 

Martijn Samson (Intern 2012) 

 

‘The great thing about my internship at the Roosevelt Study Center was 

that it allowed me to explore my own interests, while I could at the same 

time focus on one of the most interesting countries in the world. The 

diversity of an RSC internship is what makes it so valuable: you get the 

chance to conduct your own research, as well as speak to the most 

renowned Dutch and international scholars on America. Your skills in both 

research and practical matters will have improved substantially at the end 

of your internship’. 

 

Voor meer informatie ga naar: www.roosevelt.nl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.roosevelt.nl/
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BEURZEN 

 
Rob Kroes Travel Grant 
 

NASA offers a travel grant, of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 

research trips to the United States. The grant is named after prof. Rob Kroes, former NASA and 

EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The  grant is available for Masters and 

Ph.D.-students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply.  

 

The regulations are as follows: 

1) Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary of 

their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

2) The deadline for submitting applications is 31 December; 

3) All applications should be sent to Hans Krabbendam at jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl 

4) A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by 15 January;  

5) Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (+/-1000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 

Newsletter and on the NASA website. 

6) The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 

 

One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This is 

especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the humanities is 

squeezed. For the past two years, therefore, NASA has awarded two grants of €500 each to assist 

Dutch students who are studying for an MA or Ph.D. to undertake research in the United States. In 

order to sustain this initiative—and, we hope, to expand it—NASA is giving members the 

opportunity to contribute to the Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund. This ring-fenced fund is dedicated 

solely to the provision of research grants to students at Dutch universities. You may make a one-

time contribution or, if you choose, a regular donation.  

 

Each year a list of donors will be published in the NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course 

choose to give anonymously. Please give generously! 

 

Donation may be transferred directly to the NASA account NL23 INGB000 2976924, NASA 

Middelburg. Please indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on the annual list of 

donors. 

 

The grantee for 2013 is Ruth van den Akker 

 

Ruth van den Akkers research focuses on the American missionary wife’s 

representations of self, mission work, and gender: How do missionary wives 

represent and define themselves in regard to gender, ethnicity, and missionary 

work in their life writing? How do they respond to white discourses of 

femininity? 

 

To find answers to these questions, she will present three case studies of 

American missionary wives, namely Narcissa Whitman, Mary Walker, and 

Sarah Smith. The Oregon Mission of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 

commissioned these women and their husbands to work and live among the Pacific Northwest 

Indians. In their diaries, the complex intertwining of Christianization, civilization, colonialism, and 

white dominance surfaces and provides exceptional insights in interracial encounters.  
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RSC Research Grants 

 
European scholars at all stages in their 

careers (advanced students preparing for a 

master’s or doctoral degree, and scholars 

preparing a publication) are invited to apply 

for a RSC Research Grant. The grant 

consists of a per diem of €35 (covering bed 

and breakfast in a low-budget hotel), 

payment of travel expenses. The minimum 

research period at the Roosevelt Study 

Center is one week. The maximum grant is 

€500.  

 

All applications for a RSC research grant 

involving research work leading to a 

master’s or doctoral degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt 

Study Center can only offer a limited number of grants and will divide them between applicants 

from different European countries. Applications for a Roosevelt Study Center research grant should 

be submitted at least two months before the desired period of research.  

 

Visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information, further guidelines, as well as a 

grant application form. 

 

The Donald Cameron Watt Prize 
 

Applications are invited for consideration for the Donald 

Cameron Watt Prize.  The prize is awarded annually by the 

Transatlantic Studies Association for the best paper at its 

annual conference by an early career scholar.  Judging will be 

based solely on the written versions of the papers submitted, 

which may not necessarily be the delivery versions. Entries 

should be submitted by May 31, preceding the annual 

conference in July. This is the final deadline and no late entries 

can be accepted. The full version of the paper must be 

submitted by this date. The delivery of the paper is not part of 

the assessment but candidates for the award must attend and 

deliver the paper at the conference.   

 

The prize for the best paper will be awarded at the conference 

dinner and consist of a sum of £250. In addition, the paper will 

automatically be sent out for refereeing for publication in the 

Journal of Transatlantic Studies providing that it has not been 

submitted elsewhere.  

 

Early career scholar is defined as: a Ph.D. student; anyone within 3 years of having been awarded a 

Ph.D.; anyone who has a full-time appointment at a recognized higher education institution, but has 

not held the post for more than 3 years and does not fall into the doctoral category. 

 

Papers should be submitted to Gaynor Johnson g.johnson@salford.ac.uk and to Alan Dobson 

ad98@st-andrews.ac.uk on or before May 31, 2013 for the annual conference in July 2013 

Roosevelt Study Center 
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KALENDER  
 

2013 
May 13 Lecture Barbara Kellerman: The End of Leadership, Amsterdam 

May 26 - July 7 Exhibition American Icon, Galerie Patries van Dorst, Wassenaar 

June 1 - September 1 Exhibition Andy Warhol, Teylers Museum, Haarlem 

June 3 Lecture Michael Pollan: Cooked, Amsterdam 

June 4 - June 26 Exhibition 50th anniversary of JFK’s visit to Berlin, Berlin 

June 7 - 8 ‘The Politics and Culture of Liberation’ symposium, Leiden 

June 8 - September 29 Exhibition ‘Works from the Bert Kreuk Collection’, The Hague 

June 8 - September 29 Exhibition ‘XXXL Painting’, Rotterdam 

June 11 Lecture Kim Ghattas: The Secretary, Amsterdam 

June 13 - 2014 Exhibition ‘NASA: A Human Adventure’, Utrecht 

September 6 - 7 ‘Reframing Diplomacy’ conference, Leiden 

September 26 - 30 ‘Sustainability and the City’ seminar, Salzburg 

November 1 - 2 ‘Selling America in an Age of Uncertainty’ conference, Oslo 

November 6 - 9 ‘Weapons of Mass Seduction’ conference, Middelburg and Ghent 

 

2014  
April 3-6 EAAS-conference, ‘America: Justice, Conflict, War’, The Hague 

 

 


