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NASA NIEUWS 

 

 

Bestuursbericht 
 

These have been strange times in Dutch academia. I write this from the University of Amsterdam, 

where budget cuts have been proposed and protested, marches have been marched, and buildings 

have been occupied and forcibly evicted. This has certainly enlivened the day-to-day experience of 

a university, sparking inspiring demands for expansive, democratic, free education, as well as more 

studied inquiries into the obscure workings of university administration and politics. One is tempted 

to draw historical analogies, dismissively or with nostalgia, especially since some veterans of 

student movements in the late 1960s have reappeared now. But the charge of atavistic radicalism is 

a red herring. (The conference to be held on 19 June 2015 in Oldenburg on the theme of “Political 

Participation in the Post-Democratic Era” might prove usefully ironic, taking place in the wake of 

protests for the “democratization” of higher education.) 

 

What all this has meant for American Studies is hard to say. Most of us call the humanities our 

home, and so we face the same perils that the humanities face in general. Yet as an 

“interdisciplinary” field, American Studies has been subject to, and sometimes an agent of, shifts in 

higher education since the Second World War. Events more recently have put Americanists in 

perilous positions. 

 

Certain obvious transatlantic currents are relevant to the events here. Higher education in the United 

States has been a reference point—sometimes an ideal, and sometimes a cautionary tale. Shifts in 

structure and academic funding in Europe have in many ways followed changes in Anglo-American 

academia over the past few decades. (Lamenting the “slow death of the university,” Terry Eagleton 

calls what happened in Britain “Americanization without the affluence.”) University administrators 

in Europe seem influenced by a college ranking system that emerged in the U.S. in the 1980s (the 

first U.S. News and World Report ranking appeared in 1983), and spread globally. By now, the 

ranking system reveals more about itself than it does about the life of research and teaching. 

 

Less obvious, perhaps, are the transatlantic currents in the protests themselves. The banner that 

hung in the center of the University of Amsterdam’s occupied administration building read, “Screw 

Us and We Multiply.” To my knowledge, this slogan emerged in 2011 in Wisconsin, where the 

actions of Republican governor (and presidential candidate) Scott Walker against labor unions and 

the public university ignited massive protests. The University of Wisconsin system is predicated on 

the “Wisconsin Idea,” first articulated in the Progressive Era. It held, first, that “basic to every 

purpose of the system is the search for truth,” and second, that university research should improve 

life beyond the classroom (“the boundaries of the university are the boundaries of the state”). 

Recently, Walker’s administration tried, unsuccessfully, to strike both phrases from the university’s 

charter. 

 

As a Wisconsinite now living in Amsterdam, of course these transatlantic harmonies matter 

particularly to me. But they relate to issues in Dutch universities more broadly. In “crisis” 

situations, the humanities are asked to justify themselves. In this game, alas, the deck is stacked. I 

welcome a conversation about what we are doing that takes for granted the proposition that the 

humanities can be autotelic, and go from there. You might do that in person at the General 

Meeting on 18 June, from 4-5 pm in Utrecht  (Drift 6, room 0.17). 

 

George Blaustein 

President-Elect 
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Introducing Frank Mehring 

 
In the fall of 2012, I transferred from the Free University of Berlin to 

Nijmegen to accept the position as professor of American Studies at 

Radboud University. My expertise lies in 20th and 21st century visual 

culture, theories of American Studies, and processes of cultural transfer in 

European-American contexts. Was it an omen when in early 2012 a signal 

appeared on my radar which spelled NETHERLANDS in capital letters? I 

received the biennial EAAS Rob Kroes Award for my monograph The 

Democratic Gap: Transcultural Confrontations of German Immigrants and 

the Promise of American Democracy as the best book manuscript in 

Europe in American Studies (published by Winter in 2014).  

 

When I arrived in Nijmegen, I set out to ground transnational American 

Studies in the sense of creating an innovative theoretical framework, 

internationalizing seminars, and transcending the classroom experience 

by combining local with global issues in American Studies. At our 

department, we founded a new international spring academy for our MA 

students called RUDESA: Radboud University Duisburg Essen Spring 

Academy. Here, we bring students and staff from both sides of the border 

together to engage in issues regading triangular perspectives on sites of 

memory, intercultural encounters, cultural mobility, and working together 

in workshops on the individual MA thesis projects of our students. Other 

initiatives focus, for example, on the theme “Media, Memory and the 

Marshall Plan at work,” “Politics and Cultures of Liberation” (a new 

international network we launched at the 2014 EAAS conference in The 

Hague), or “The Soundtrack of Liberation 1945/2015.”  

 

These projects involved student research in local archives and resulted in collaborative exhibitions 

at the National Liberation Museum 1944-45 (www.ru.nl/col).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: www.ru.nl/nas.  
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The Spring Conference 2015 
 

 

19 June 2015, the University of Oldenburg (Germany) will 

organize an international conference on  

 

 

Political Participation in the Post-Democratic Era: Promises, Challenges, Illusions 

 

With democracy a fleeting illusion in Africa, the Middle East, much of Asia and Russia, and a 

European Union increasingly out of touch with its apathetic citizens, will the United States once 

more assume its former role as leader of the free world and ambassador of citizens’ rights? In the 

face of a growing income gap, a drop in social mobility and the increasing unaffordability of higher 

education, do we see signs of voters seeking ways to participate more actively in public debates? Is 

the much-touted democratization effect of social media technology really bearing fruit? If so, are 

these techno-networked voter-activists joining advocacy groups for specific interests? In an age of 

globalization, supranational unions, and the concomitant phenomena of immaterial labor and other 

forms of social alienation, what is the state of democracy in these times of increasing skepticism 

toward institutionalized political participation (cf. voter apathy)? 

 

In order to discuss these (and related) issues, participants in this conference will address alternative 

ways in which citizens have been claiming/reclaiming their place in political decision-making - in 

the United States, as well as in the wider American hemisphere, or, comparatively, between the 

United States and other parts of the world. Historical reflections and comparisons are also 

welcomed. Collectively, we want to explore these developments in political participation as 

harbingers of the emergence of a post-post-democracy. 

 

The conference was originally a co-production between the Univeristy of Oldenburg and NASA 

organized by Wil Verhoeven and Martin Butler. Due to the low number of proposals, the  

organizers decided to concentrate the conference in Oldenburg. It will take place in the University 

Library, Haarentor Campus, Ammerländer Heerstraße 140, Oldenburg from 9:30-17:00 hours. 

NASA members can join free of charge. 
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Program Political Participation in the Post-Democratic Era: Promises, Challenges, Illusions 

 

9:30   Welcome (Martin Butler, Oldenburg/Wil Verhoeven, Groningen) 

 

9:45-11:15  Panel I: Who’s in Charge… of What? On Responsibilities and Agents of Change 

 

Claas Neumann (Oldenburg): 

“‘Historians of the world, unite! There is a world to win – before it’s too late’:
 

Historians fighting the ‘Post-Democratic Era’(?)”
 

 

Robert Mason (Edinburgh):  

“Debating the Political Impact of the Digital Revolution: The Gore Commission of 

1997-1998, the Public Interest, and the Failure of Reform” 

 

Verena Adamik (Potsdam, tbc):  

“Founding Utopia: Communes and the United States” 

11:15-11:30  Coffee break 

 

11:30-13:00  Panel II: Reclaiming Spaces: Occupy … and Beyond  

 

Maarten Paulusse (Utrecht):  

“Occupy Sandy: Unexpected Emergency Response in a ‘Failed State’” 

 

Tim Jelfs (Groningen):  

“From the Agora to the Secondary Debt Markets: Nicholson Baker, Occupy Wall 

Street, and the Struggle for Potent Space in a Post-Democratic World” 

 

Dennis Büscher-Ulbrich (Kiel):  

“The Right to New York City: Democratic Politics and the Trouble with La Police” 

 

13:00-14:30  Lunch 

 

14:30-16:00  Panel III: Participation and Protest beyond the United States 

 

Andreas Beer (Constance):  

“Communication Breakdown?: Masks and Silences in the Performance of Counter-

Democratic Political Participation” 

 

Alexandra Bechtum (Bonn):  

“Contentious Politics in Chile: The Education Protests in 2011” 

Tatyana Lipai & Olga Volkova (Minsk):  

“Social and Cultural Implications of Migration Processes of Women-Scientists” 

 

16:00-16:30  Coffee break 

 

16:30-17:00  Final Discussion 

 

17:00   End of Workshop 
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StudentNASA  
 

The StudentNASA can look back on a 

successful year. We are very proud to 

report that we were able to organize an 

excursion to Washington, D.C. and two 

Student NASA days: two days entirely 

filled with lectures, discussions and 

networking opportunities. We are also busy to standardize the external affairs officer position as 

automatically being the StudentNASA representative. This way, the StudentNASA board will 

consist of members that are deeply rooted in their university’s activities. Old boards will maintain 

ties with the new boards to give advise if necessary.   
 

This year’s first event was the StudentNASA day in Amsterdam. As intended, there were not only 

students from Amsterdam, but also from Groningen, Utrecht, and Nijmegen.  

The day started with a filmscreening of the movie “A Foreign Affair” by Billy Wilder - which was, 

introduced by George Blaustein. After a short discussion we attended the lecture “After Dachau: 

Life in Ruins” by Werner Sollors. During dinner, there was the opportunity to connect with 

American Studies students from all four universities, and to have a lovely American steak. We 

finished our day in Amsterdam with a barlecture by Andrea Schlosser, a student and participant all 

the way from Germany. 

 

In February the second StudentNASA day took place in Utrecht. This day was organized 

regardingen the role of the media in the United States. Maarten van Rossem gave a lecture and 

participated in a discussion together with Frans Verhagen and Jaap Verheul. Due to the informal 

setting, many of the students participated in the discussion afterwards. After discussion, the group 

went to a picturesque Steak House down the Utrecht canal for dinner and drinks, to which four 

American Studies alumni with jobs in the field were also invited. After these two very successful 

StudentNASA days we are very eager to continue organizing these days. Our next StudentNASA 

day will be in Nijmegen and more information will follow soon. 
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Nine students from Amsterdam, Utrecht, and Groningen participated in the Washington, D.C. 

program. The program was sponsored by the U.S. Embassy of The Hague, the NASA, Alpha, the 

Amsterdam Americanist Society, and by StudentNASA. Participants only needed to pay for their 

own food, drinks, and flight. “During our time in the U.S. we went exploring the museums of DC, 

such as the Newseum, a must for all American Studies student interested in the (American) news 

processes.” 

 

The National Gallery and the National Portret Gallery were also visited and displayed a magnificent 

collection of American art. “On our second day, we went to mass at the Catholic Shrine, the largest 

church of the United States, and to the Fransiscan monastery, one of the largest monastery in the 

states. The third day the group went to the Royal Dutch Embassy, where a presentation about the 

press department and a “Lunch and Learn" meeting with Ryan Hermelijn and Coks Donders of the 

NOS Washington were arranged. ”  

 

“On day four we had a lovely picknick and visited the Netherlands Carillion - where we had an 

extraordinary view in the Washington skyline.”  

 

“We also took a look at the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial. After that we had a hop-on-and-hop-

off tour through the huge Arlington Cemetery and enjoyed the view from the Arlington Memorial 

Bridge. Our last day was all about politics. We attended a hearing at the Supreme Court about the 

constitutionality of execution methods, followed by a visit to its museum and a tour through the 

gorgeous Library of Congress. We had lunch with a legislative fellow at the U.S. House of 

Representatives and ended our program with a tour through the Capitol.” 

 

Marie-Claire Bovet  & Margot Recter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can follow us on Facebook if you would like to stay up to date.  

Also, if your American Studies department is not yet represented on our board and you would like 

to get in touch with us, please feel free to send an e-mail to StudentNASA@gmail.com to find out 

how to get involved.  

 

 

mailto:StudentNASA@gmail.com
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EAAS NIEUWS  
 

European Journal of American Studies, 10:1 

 

Special Issue: Women in the USA  
 

The European Association for American Studies is a 

confederation of national and joint national associations 

of American Studies in Europe.  

 

The lastest issue of The European Journal of American 

Studies is now available, and focuses on women in the U.S. 

  

 

Part 1 : North American Women in Politics and International Relations 
Section editor: Isabelle Vagnoux   

Part 2 : Waging Health: Women in Nineteenth-Century American Wars 
Section editors: Carmen Birkle and Justine Tally  

 

Journal online: http://ejas.revues.org/10460 

For more information: www.eaas.eu  

 

 

The European Association for American Studies Biennial Conference  
 

22-25 April 2016, Constanta, Romania 

 

Constanta is an ancient and beautiful resort city on the Black Sea coast, nowadays one of the most 

cosmopolitan cities in the country. A great attraction for the youth, in the summer it is a favorite 

holiday destination and for the rest of the year, a student metropolis. The ancient cultural tradition 

established in Tomis by Publius Ovidius Naso, the Roman poet exiled to the Greek-Roman city in 

the year 9 A.D., is continued today in the largest institution of higher education in the region, 

Ovidius University, the venue of the conference. 

 

The easiest entry point for international visitors is Bucharest airport; accommodation and travel in 

Romania is not expensive and Constanta provides a great opportunity to add vacation and 

exploration time to your conference visit.   

 

The 2016 EAAS conference launches the open-call for presentations deadline on 15 June 2015. The 

EAAS officers and the local organizers are happy to announce the presence of three eminent key-

note speakers who will focus on the latest developments in American Studies in their respective 

fields of expertise 

 

Rodica Mihaila :  Professor Emeritus, University of Bucharest and Director,   

  Fulbright Commission Bucharest 

Garry Gerstle :  Paul Mellon Professor of American Studies Sidney Sussex 

 College, Cambridge 

Linda Cox  :  Executive Director, Bronx River Alliance/Bronx River  

  Administrator, New York 

 

For more information: eaas2016.org 
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ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER NIEUWS 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2015  
 

Every year the Roosevelt Study Center presents the Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 

(TRAHA) for the best Master thesis written by a Dutch graduate student on an American history 

topic. Co-sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in The Hague, the award also encourages students to use 

the unique RSC archival resources.  

 

On 17 April 2015, the TRAHA was awarded to 

Caramay Schmelzer's “Ambivalent Multilateralism: 

the United States and the Biological Weapons 

Convention Protocol.” She won a trip to North 

Dakota where she will be hosted by the TR Medora 

Foundation and the TR Center at Dickinson State 

University this Fall.  

 

This year’s jury consisted of  

- Dr. Joanne van der Woude   

 (University of Groningen) 

- Dr. George Blaustein    

 (University of Amsterdam) 

 

According to the jury Schmelzer’s work is immediately appealing as she starts by telling a story and 

making the reader care about it, rather than introducing a (potentially) dry academic debate. Her 

research question is clear and compelling: whether the U.S. rejection of the BWC verification 

protocol is part of the so-called unilateral turn during the administration of George W. Bush or a 

continuation of a longer tradition of American ambivalence toward multilateral instruments. 

Although Schmelzer clearly leans towards the latter answer - the continuation of tradition - she 

makes valiant efforts to show both sides of the coin in chapters that are impeccably researched and 

meaningfully situated in the longue durée: chapter 1 starting with Churchill and Roosevelt’s 

Atlantic charter and chapter 2 going back to the Middle Ages. 

  

At its best, the thesis recalls classic Americanist inquiries into foreign policy, from Gabriel Almond 

to William Appleton Williams. When it delves into the specific history of biological weapons 

strategy in the US, it shines. Schmelzer’s criticisms of American exceptionalism are astute, and she 

ably synthesizes the trenchant arguments of Anders Stephenson and Michael Ignatieff, among 

others. It is unfortunately difficult to ascertain how the author used the interviews she conducted 

with UN ambassadors in her thesis. Be that as it may, it is especially her sophisticated use of all the 

important scholarly sources from the field that make this the best Master’s thesis in American 

history written in the Netherlands in the past year. The participants for the 2015 TRAHA showed a 

particular interest in military policy; a trend not just visible among the very best Master’s theses in 

American history in the Netherlands, but also among recent global publications in American 

history. 
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Max van Deurzen: “Modern Madness and Tribal Truth: How Jazz invaded the Netherlands: 1926-

1939,” narrates the arrival of jazz in the Netherlands through three events: Paul Whiteman’s 

performance in 1926; the publication of Europe’s first jazz magazine; and Duke Ellington’s 1933 

performance.  

 

Alex Genevois: “The Spirit of 1943: Zoot Suits, Riots and Racial Anxiety on the Los Angeles 

Home Front,” reconstructs the climate of racial intolerance in Los Angeles during the Second 

World War in the context of Los Angeles and the presence of soldiers in wartime.  

 

Rita M. Hynes: “Representations of Black Feminisms in Victoria Spivey’s Gothic Blues (1926-

1937),” considers the songs, lyrics, and advertisements of Victoria Spivey in the 1920s and 30s, and 

how her work contested patriarchy and white supremacy.  

 

Lukas Konecny: “Suppression of Resistance to Japanese American Wartime Evacuation and 

Incarceration,” raises historiographical questions concerning resistance under duress and the 

renunciation of citizenship, organization within internment camps, and opposition to the draft. 

  

Frans Lelivelt: “Immigrants and the News: A Critical Analysis of the Immigrant Discourse in the 

New York Times during the 1980s and 1990s,” examines two decades’ to see how those articles 

formulate and support the idea of immigration as a problem and subsequent concrete political 

results of the anti-immigrant discourse put forth by the newspaper articles.  

 

Francisca Seele: “Adapting to Atlas: A Study on the Evolution of Nuclear Policy as Portrayed by 

the Development and Deployment of Atlas Missiles, 1945-1965,”  describes and illustrates U.S. 

military policy by chronicling the history the air force base in Wyoming connecting the local to the 

global.  

 

Jonathan Shavit: “Armed to the Teeth: Eisenhower’s Nuclear Deterrence Policy, 1953-1961,”  

intends to examine how Eisenhower’s nuclear deterrence policy was shaped by domestic factors 

and how American nuclear deterrence was based on misguided estimates of Soviet capabilities; 

estimates that served domestic purposes on the business, military, political, or academic front. 
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8th RSC International Ph.D. Seminar 2015 
 

 

The Roosevelt Study Center held its 2015 international Ph.D. seminar; an informal workshop where 

Ph.D. candidates of some of the leading universities in Europe had the opportunity to present their 

research, preliminary findings, and discuss them with their peers and established professors, 

including the whole RSC academic staff.  

 

Since 2003, the RSC has organized an international workshop for European Ph.D. students, who 

have constantly regarded this experience as extremely beneficial to their researches. 

 

The RSC partner academic institutions this year are the Heidelberg Center for American Studies, 

the Sorbonne University in Paris, the University of Cambridge, and, for the very first time, the 

American Studies Center at the University of Warsaw, in Poland. 

 

The usually informal atmosphere characterizing this meeting is functional to facilitate fruitful 

discussions through exchanges of ideas among all of the participants. Historical methodologies, 

primary sources, interpretations, approaches, and analyses are put to the test of a community of 

experts who are genuinely interested in bolstering the scientific quality of each student's thesis. For 

this reason, former participants have greatly valued this experience and described it as “rewarding” 

and “extremely helpful.”  

 

Furthermore, the Ph.D. seminar epitomizes the 

mission of the RSC, which aims to train future 

historians at any academic level and foster the study 

of American history and culture all over Europe.  

 

The seminar took place from May 27-29.  

 

This edition was divided in three sessions chaired 

by Prof. Kees van Minnen, Prof. Giles Scott-Smith 

and Dr. Dario Fazzi, focusing on private, state and 

cultural approaches.   

  

Ph.D. students who are interested in attending 

future seminars are invited to contact the RSC at 

rsc@zeeland.nl.  

 

 

 

 

For more information: www.roosevelt.nl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
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Conference on American Evangelicals in Europe  

 

15 July 2015, Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg  

 

Return to Sender: American Evangelical Missions in Europe, 1830-2010 
 

In 1830 American agencies sent out the first missionaries to 

continental Europe to establish new churches. This act signaled 

the beginning of a reverse movement of missionary activities. 

After two centuries of European efforts to take care of the souls 

of North American peoples, missionaries in North Americans 

began to return out of concern for Europe. This return 

movement signaled and previewed the eventual global and 

multidirectional missionary movement of evangelicals.  

 

This conference examines the intentions, implementation, and 

implications of American evangelical missions in the Old 

World. The goal is to reveal the similarities and variety in 

evangelical missionary patterns in Protestant, Catholic, 

Orthodox, or mixed countries in Europe. Ranging from Ireland 

to Russia, Iceland to Sicily, these studies should help to 

identify the impact of levels of economic development, ethnic 

make-up, political order, social conventions, gender relations, 

etc. in the structure of transatlantic religious exchange. 

  

The conference organizers are Hans Krabbendam and Stefan 

Paas and is supported by the Roosevelt Study Center, 

Middelburg, the Province of Zeeland, and the Theological 

University in Kampen, in cooperation with the Centre for 

Imperial and Post-Colonial Studies, University of 

Southampton, the David Bruce Centre for American Studies, 

Keele University, the Institute of North American Studies, 

King’s College London. 

 

 

Program Return to Sender: American Evangelical Missions in Europe, 1830-2010  

 

9.30 Opening 

 

Paradigms  

 

9.45 Stefan Paas, VU University Amsterdam/ Theological University Kampen, the Netherlands, 

“Paradigms of Evangelistic Missions in Europe”  

 

10.15 John Corrigan, Florida State University, Tallahassee, USA,  

“Empty Pews and the American Evangelical Mission in Europe” 

 

10.45 Discussion  

 

11.15 Coffee break 
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Preparations 

 

11.40 Sue Horner, The American College of Greece, Athens, Greece,  

“American female missionaries in Europe” 

 

12.00 Aaldert Prins, Evadoc, Protestant-Evangelical Archives- and Documentation Center, 

Leuven, Belgium,  

“An American Invasion in Interwar Belgium, 1919-1940” 

 

12.20 Discussion  

 

12.40 Lunch 

 

Preachers 

 

13.40 Markku Ruotsila,  University of Helsinki, Finland, “Francis Schaeffer in Europe: The Early 

Missionary Years” 

 

14.00 Małgorzata Gajda-Łaszeska and William R. Glass, American Studies Center, University of 

Warsaw, Poland,  

“Billy Graham in Poland” 

 

14.20 Discussion 

 

14.40 Break 

 

Practices 

 

15.10 Timothy Stoneman, European Campus of the Georgia Institute of Technology, Metz, 

France,  

“Creating the Protestant Voice of Europe, 1948-1970” 

 

15.30 Friedemann Walldorf, Freie Theologische Hochschule Gießen, Germany,  

“Popular Music in American Evangelical Missions to Europe: Developments and 

Implications in Germany from the 1950s to the Present” 

 

15.50 Discussion  

 

Patterns 

 

16.10 Hans Krabbendam, Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg, The Netherlands,  

“American evangelicals and religious pluralism in Europe after World War II” 

 

16.30 Concluding debate 

 

17.00 Reception 

 

(Free admission, please, register before 8 July 2015 via rsc@zeeland.nl) 

For more information: www.roosevelt.nl 
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FULBRIGHT NIEUWS   
 
Het Fulbright Center in Amsterdam, 

officieel geheten de Netherlands America 

Commission for Educational Exchange en 

in het verleden onder de naam NACEE, is 

op zoek naar de contactgegevens van 

alumni.  

 

Ontving u een Fulbright-beurs van deze organisatie of nam u deel aan een van de andere 

programma’s, stuur dan een mail met uw contactgegevens naar m.kolsteren@fulbright.nl. U 

ontvangt dan een uitnodiging voor de viering van het 65-jarig bestaan later dit jaar. 

 

Toelatingstests zoals de TOEFL en de GRE kan nu ook bij het Fulbright Center, op loopafstand van 

Amsterdam Centraal station. Meld je aan via www.prometric.com en selecteer Amsterdam als 

testcenter. 

 

Word fan van onze Facebook Pagina:  

http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter 

Volg de tweets van Fabienne van den Bor, educational adviser:  

http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL  

 

 

 
 

 

Viering 65 jaar Fulbright in Nederland 
 

Op zaterdag 13 juni 2015 vieren we het feit dat het 65 jaar geleden is dat de eerste 26 

wetenschappers en studenten terugkeerden van een periode van studie of onderzoek in Amerika. Zij 

brachten nieuwe kennis en inzichten mee waarmee Nederland na de Tweede Wereldoorlog weer 

kon worden opgebouwd. In de jaren erna vertrokken nog enkele duizenden Nederlanders naar de 

VS en kwamen vele Amerikaanse studenten en wetenschappers naar Nederland om zo het 

wederzijds begrip te bevorderen en de vriendschappelijke relatie te versterken.  

 

Om stil te staan bij dit feit organiseert het Fulbright Center, in nauwe samenwerking met de 

Amerikaanse ambassade, een feest dat zal plaatsvinden op zaterdag 13 juni 2015 in Den Haag 

 

Behalve het Fulbright-programma organiseerden de verschillende, elkaar opvolgende organisaties 

zoals het Nederland-Amerika Institutuut, de US Educational Foundation in The Netherlands en de 

Netherlands America Commission for Educational Exchange (NACEE) ook andere programma's. 

Ook de alumni van deze programma's zijn van harte welkom bij de viering van 65 jaar Fulbright. 

 

 

mailto:m.kolsteren@fulbright.nl
http://www.prometric.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter
http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL
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Fulbright Scholars 2015 / 2016 

 
An interview with Fulbright Scholar at the RSC April - July 2015 Professor John Corrigan 
 

Professor John Corrigan, Lucius Moody Bristol 

Distinguished Professor of Religion and Professor of 

History at Florida State University in Tallahassee, 

Florida, is the Fulbright Distinguished Research Chair 

at the Roosevelt Study Center for four months. He is 

currently working on his project; “The Obscuring of 

Religious Violence in America and American Foreign 

Policy.”  

 

 

 

 

What is your field of research or special interest at the moment?            

 

“My current research is on American amnesia about religious intolerance in the American past and 

how that forgetting has affected U.S. foreign policy. Specifically, I am investigating how U.S. 

promotion of the principle of religious freedom globally is hindered by American unwillingness to 

remember that implementation of that principle has proven a difficult and ongoing project.” 

 

How does your commission at the RSC fit into this?      

 

“I am lucky enough to have colleagues at the RSC whose specialties are diplomatic history and 

religious history, and who share an interest in understanding American relations with other nations, 

and with regard especially to the transatlantic aspect of that.” 

  

How are you experiencing life in The Netherlands?          

 

“I am very happy that I can bike for four months instead of having to drive a car! I enjoy biking and 

the biking culture here is second to none. I do not speak Dutch and the fact that so many persons 

speak English has made it possible for me to have conversations that I otherwise would not have 

been able to enjoy. The friendliness and generosity of the people in Middelburg has made me feel 

most welcome. I am learning to smile as I ride my bike, something that apparently is written into 

the guidelines for public life here!” 

  

What particularly “Dutch” thing would you introduce in the United States if you could? 
 

“If I could bring something back from the Netherlands to the U.S., it would be the “long view" that 

many Dutch seem to take with regard to the pressing issues of the environment, social services, and 

the place of work in a life broadly considered. Many Americans embrace a short-term view of such 

things, oftentimes in conjunction with short-term understandings of economic and financial matters, 

and are slow to invest in long-term visions of change that promise to improve the quality of life for 

all Americans.” 

 

Laura Mudde 

 

 

 



 
 16 

 

Fulbright Scholars Fall 2015 

 
U.S. Fulbright Scholar Dr. Travis S. Bailey from College of Engineering  

in Colorado State University will come to the TU Eindhoven, to teach and 

research. He will focus on “Engineering Effective Fibrocartilage 

Replacement Technologies.”  

 

Dr. Bailey joined the Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering in 

Colorado as an assistant professor in July of 2005. He received B.S. degrees 

in both Chemistry and Chemical Engineering from University of Florida in 

1995, and his Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from the University of 

Minnesota in 2001.  

 

Fulbright U.S. Senior Professorship in American Culture Dr. Sarah Bay-

Cheng from the Dept. of Theatre and Dance, State University of New York 

Buffalo, will visit Utrecht University. She will research “Digital 

Historiography and Experimental Performance,” and teach a seminar in 

coorperation with Utrecht University and the Dutch Institute for Cultural 

Analysis.  

 

Dr. Bay-Cheng received her Ph.D. from the University of Michigan, and her 

AB  from Wellesley College. 

 

 

Fulbright Scholar and Terra Foundation Award winner in the History of 

American Art, Dr. Erika Schneider, from Framingham State University, 

Dept. of Art and Music, will visit Radboud University Nijmegen. Her field 

of interest focuses on identity performance. 

 

Dr. Schneider is an Associate Professor of Art History and received her 

Ph.D. from Temple University in Art History, Criticism and Conservation. 

 

 

 

Fulbright Center Stageprogramma  
 

Wil je stage lopen in de Verenigde Staten? Studeer je in het hoger onderwijs of ben je nog geen jaar 

afgestudeerd? Dan hebben we het juiste programma voor je.   

  

Het stageprogramma van het Fulbright Center biedt Nederlandse WO, HBO en MBO studenten de 

gelegenheid deel te nemen aan de American way of life. Het Fulbright Center kan dan een visum 

voor je regelen voor een stage van maximaal twaalf maanden. Jij regelt een stageplek, wij regelen 

de visumdocumenten en een basisverzekering tegen ziektekosten en bieden je een uitstekende 

voorbereiding.  

  

Het Fulbright Center is de meest betaalbare aanbieder van deze dienstverlening in Nederland. Heb 

je vragen? Mail dan naar: r.saya@fulbright.nl of bel naar 020-5315930.  

 

 

For more information: www.fulbright.nl  

 

mailto:r.saya@fulbright.nl
http://www.fulbright.nl/
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CONFERENTIES & SUMMER SCHOOLS 

 
Transatlantic Studies Association Conference  

 
The 14th Annual Conference, 6 - 8 July 2015, Roosevelt Study Center 
 

This year’s annual conference of the TSA will bring together over 100 scholars from across Europe 

and North America. It is the second year in a row that the TSA will hold its conference outside of 

the United Kingdom and Ireland, and the Association is benefitting from the involvement of a 

greater diversity of both nationalities and subject areas as a result.  

 

In particular, we have several panels on global and transnational history to indicate that the 

“transatlantic” is a flexible theme for participants to engage with. This is emphasized with the 

opening roundtable on Monday 6 July, entitled “The Transatlantic Paradigm Reconsidered: 

Multidisciplinary Perspectives.” This brings together four scholars with varying backgrounds to 

discuss the meaning and relevance of the transatlantic for their particular fields, and it will provide a 

perfect starting point for the presentations and investigations that will follow over the ensuing two 

days. 

 

The two keynotes at this year’s TSA conference also reflect the broad approach to transatlantic 

studies that the Association wants to encourage. At the end of the day on Monday Professor Jessica 

Gienow-Hecht of the Free University, Berlin, one of the foremost scholars of international cultural 

history, will be speaking on “Transatlantic Nation Branding: Culture and Economics in 

International History.” Jessica is the author of Transmission Impossible. American Journalism As 

Cultural Diplomacy in Postwar Germany, 1945-1955 (Baton Rouge, 1999), Sound Diplomacy. 

Music, Emotions, and Politics in Transatlantic Relations since 1850 (Chicago, 2009), and the editor 

of several works on culture, diplomacy, and international history.  

 

On Wednesday morning our second keynote will be presented by Professor Inderjeet Parmar of 

City University, London, entitled “Race and Empire in Anglo-American Wars: Truman, Attlee and 

the Korean War.” Inderjeet is the author of Foundations of the American Century (New York, 

2012) and several edited works on philanthropy, think tanks, and U.S. foreign policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: www.transatlanticstudies.com/conference 
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Columbia University Institute Summer Teachers & Scholars Institute 
 

Columbia University Institute (IRAAS), 13-24 July 2015, New York 

 

The Many Worlds of Black New York  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Columbia University Institute is now accepting applications for its 2015 Summer Teachers and 

Scholars Institute (STSI). This year’s STSI will focus on the history, cultures, and institutions of 

African-descended peoples in New York City.  

 

This Summer Institute offers what few others are able:  

The opportunity to study African-American history, culture, politics, and life through the lens of 

New York, and in New York; the possibilty to attend seminars facilitated by today’s leading 

scholars in African-American Studies; the time to visit and tour historical landmarks and 

institutions around the city; the inspiration to create innovative multi-media lesson plans; the 

availability to receive instruction in the latest research methods and, to enjoy afternoon and evening 

cultural excursions throughout New York City. 

 

This year’s lecturers will include Ansley Erickson, Sharifa Rhodes-Pitts, Cheryl Hicks, Farah 

Jasmine Griffin, Brian Purnell, and Christina Greer. STSI seminars will explore various themes 

including: 

The New Negro Movement and the Harlem Renaissance 

Educating Harlem: Activism for Equality in the Mid-20th Century 

The Struggle for Civil Rights in Brooklyn 

Race, Policing, Gender and Criminal Justice  

Black Immigration since 1965 

Health/Medical Rights 

 

In addition to serving as a space for collaborative thinking and skills training, STSI will offer a 

unique opportunity to explore the tremendous richness and vast scope of African-American Studies.  

 

For the flyer: stsi.iraas.columbia.edu  

 

For more information: stsi@columbia.edu.  
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Charles Brockden Brown Society Conference 
 

Hilton Garden Inn, 8-10 October 2015, Tampa Florida 

 

Recording Nature in the Atlantic World, 1750-1830                                            
 

The Charles Brockden Brown Society conference foucuses on the broad theme of nature in the 

18th and early 19th centuries. Although best known as a novelist, Charles Brockden Brown was also 

an armchair natural historian who died while beginning a large work of science,  A System of 

General Geography. We focus on nature writing broadly configured and those that consider the 

trope of the ‘natural’ so essential to Enlightenment epistemology and ontology.  

 

In what ways did writers and artists strive to represent, reproduce and organize the natural world of 

the Americas in textual and visual media? How is imaginative writing integral to the fields of 

natural science - botany, zoology, geology, geography, cartography, and climatology? In what ways 

did the emerging disciplines of social science - political economy and statistics - offer an approach 

to the natural world that depended on the fundamental premises of literary writing (metaphor and 

metonymy)? How did early American writers discuss and represent problems of scarcity and 

conservation that have plagued ecological thinkers for centuries? In what ways did the engagement 

with American and Caribbean flora and fauna revise theories of the natural world? How did the 

appeal to nature fundamentally orient American and Caribbean rac(ial)ist “science”? How did the 

study of the American natural world facilitate transatlantic scientific discourse? How is nature 

manipulated both materially and tropically in the imperialist world? 

  

The conference will take place at the Hilton Garden Inn in Ybor City, a National Historic Landmark 

District east of Old Tampa Bay. Regarded as Tampa’s Latin Quarter since the 1880s, Ybor City was 

a melting pot of immigrants from Spain, Cuba, Italy, and Germany whose diverse cultures and 

mutual aid societies are still evident today. We hope the conference will be the occasion to cultivate 

scholarship about Brown and his era, and about the men and women who tried to describe, narrate, 

categorize, illustrate, map, sing, dramatize, and versify the natural world. 

This will be the tenth biennial conference organized by the Brown Society. Our conference culture 

aims to create a space of egalitarian consideration free from career-oriented and competitive 

attitudes, a place for new work to blossom.  

  

The conference is co-sponsored by the University of Central Florida College of Arts and 

Humanities, and the UCF Center for Humanities and Digital Research. 

 

 

For more information: www.brockdenbrownsociety.ucf.edu 
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The Clinton Institute for American Studies Conference 

 
23-24 October 2015, Dublin 

 

How the United States Ends Wars  

 
Keynote Speakers  

Gideon Rose:   Editor and Peter G. Peterson Chair, Foreign Affairs:  

Marilyn Young:  Professor of History and Collegiate Professor at New York University  
Robert Brigham: Shirley Ecker Boskey Professor of History and International Relations at 

Vassar College 

 

As the 40th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War approaches, and the United States struggles 

to extricate itself from Afghanistan and Iraq, students of military history have, not surprisingly, 

begun to analyze how the United States ends conflicts. Most of this literature examines the factors 

that shape the decision-making processes of policymakers as wars draw to a close. Missing from the 

scholarship, however, is consideration of an equally important set of questions. What impact did the 

wars in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan have upon American culture? What did these wars leave 

behind? In other words, how did it impact the society and local cultures? What implications did 

these wars have for long-term U.S. strategic goals?  

  

This conference will achieve two purposes: Firstly, it will link culture and strategy in discussing the 

ending of wars by the U.S. Secondly, it will consider the long-term consequences of recent wars 

fought by the United States. 

Paper proposals on the following topics are welcome: The Vietnam War; Military involvement in 

Iraq, 1990 to the present; War in Afghanistan, 2001 to the present; The effect of these wars on local 

populations; The cultural consequences for the United States of these wars; The cultural and 

strategic costs of war in the early 21st century; War and grand strategy in U.S. foreign policy 

 

The deadline for paper (and panel) proposals is 26 June 2015 

Please send all proposals to John (Jack) Thompson at john.thompson@ucd.ie 

This event is co-organized by the Clinton Institute for American Studies at University College 

Dublin and the School of History, University College Cork, with assistance from the UCD Centre 

for War Studies. 

 

 

For more information: www.ucdclinton.ie/HowtheUnitedStatesEndsWars 
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Cold Warriors Conference 

Sciences Po, 26-27 November 2015, Paris  

Sciences Po is a partner in the RSC’s international Ph.D. 

seminar network. 

For contact: carole.gautier@sciences-po.fr 

For more information: chsp.sciences-po.fr/actualite/cold-warriors-cultural-avant-garde-bipolar-

struggle  

 

Political Culture and National Identities Conference 

 
14-16 January 2016, Leiden  

 

Reconsidering Democracy and the Nation State in a  

Global Perspective 

 

The Leiden University Institute for History is organizing a 

conference on the development of democracy, citizenship and 

national frameworks. Modern liberal democracy has traditionally developed within national 

frameworks. Even the word democracy implies the existence of a ‘demos’ or citizenship. The 

period that has often been seen as the first breakthrough of modern conceptions of democracy, the 

decades around 1800, also saw the rapid development of modern nation states such as France. 

Vehement and exclusive nationalism, on the other hand, has also been one of the most dangerous 

enemies of liberal democracy. The intimate relationship between democracy and nationalism 

masked the inherent  tension which  became  apparent  during  the  democratization  of  many  

European nation-states  since  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  period  during  which  

nationalism emerged in a forceful and fitful manner. During the twentieth century the victory of the 

Allies in the Second World War seemed to spell the definitive victory of the western model of the 

democratic nation-state. However, it soon became evident that exporting and implementing this  

model  was  problematic.  Communist  countries  had  a  completely  different  view  of democracy  

and  the  relevance  of  the  western  model  for  postcolonial  societies  was questionable. The idea 

that democratic rights were not safe in the hands of nation-states and needed  the  support  of  non  

or  supra-national  organizations  and  movements  began  to  spread and  was  taken  up  by  

universalist  and  internationalist  advocates.  In  the  twenty-first  century globalization, European 

integration and populism all seem to challenge the old model, albeit in very different ways. 

 

This  conference  will  investigate  the  multifaceted  relationship  between  democracy  and  the  

nation-state. Separate workshops will address  this  topic  from  different  angles. The  conference  

will  try  to answer  the question whether the age-old relationship between democracy and the 

nation-state is entering a new phase.  

 

Prof.dr. Glenda Sluga will deliver a keynote address. The other keynote speaker will be announced 

soon.  

 

Call for papers deadline submission of abstracts: 1 July 2015 

 

For more information: www.hum.leiden.edu/history/conference-democracy-nation-state  
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NIEUWE PUBLICATIES 
 
Frank Mehring. Soundtrack van de bevrijding: swingen, zingen en dansen op weg naar vrijheid.   

 

Uitgeverij Vantilt, Nijmegen: 2015. ISBN: 978 94 6004 2201. €19,95 

 

Iedereen kent de foto’s van Nederlandse meisjes op 

Canadese tanks die zich langzaam een weg banen door de 

juichende menigte, de mensen vrolijk dansend op straat. 

Deze beelden van de bevrijding en de magische zomer van 

1945 staan in ons collectieve geheugen gegrift. Maar hoe 

klónk die bevrijding? Welke muziek werd er gespeeld, waar 

gingen de teksten over? En welke culturele betekenis had de 

bevrijdingsmuziek? 

 

Soundtrack van de bevrijding brengt voor het eerst een 

unieke collectie bevrijdingsmuziek in kaart, sinds kort in het 

bezit van het Nationaal Bevrijdingmuseum 1944-1945 in 

Groesbeek. Duidelijk wordt hoe belangrijk muziek was bij 

het omgaan met de grote persoonlijke verliezen die mensen 

in de voorbije oorlogsjaren hadden geleden. Maar ook bij 

het herstel van de beschadigde nationale identiteit. 

 

Dit rijk geïllustreerde boek toont hoe muziek fungeert als 

een universele taal van oorlog en bevrijding. En natuurlijk 

mag de muziek zelf niet ontbreken; de bijgevoegde cd bevat een unieke selectie van de 

bevrijdingsliedjes.  

 

Met bijdragen van Anja Adriaans, Jens Barnieck, Rense Havinga, Jan Hendriks en Hugo Keesing. 

Ook opent een tentoonstelling over dit onderwerp in Bevrijdingsmuseum Groesbeek. 

 

 

Frank Mehring on his new publication: 

 

“My particular interest in American music builds on my Ph.D. work 

on The Manifestation of Transcenendalist Ideas in the Oeuvre of the 

Avantgarde Composers Charles Ives and John Cage (Metzler: 

2003). My new book asks about the sound signature of liberation in 

European-American contexts. Current research projects focus on the 

cultural matrix of the Marshall Plan, processes of remediation in 

popular culture, and the nexus of vision and music in transnational 

contexts.” 

 

De tentoonstelling is vanaf 23 april is in het Nationaal 

Bevrijdingsmuseum 1944-1945 in Groesbeek te bezoeken.  

 

 

 

For more information: bevrijdingsmuseum.nl. 
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Rob Kroes. Prison Area, Independence Valley: American Paradoxes in Political life and 

Popular Culture.  

 

Dartmouth University Press “Re-mapping the Transnational” series edited by Donald Pease: 

May, 2015. ISBN: 978 16 116 873 09. $40 
 

The study of prisons brought Tocqueville to 

America. For Rob Kroes, one of Europe’s 

most distinguished authorities on 

contemporary American culture, it was 

rather the other way around. For Kroes, it 

was deep knowledge of American culture 

that brought him back to America and face 

to face with a couple of highway signs, 

Tocquevillian in their portent, that invited 

motorists to exit from Interstate 80 in 

Nevada toward a place called Independence 

Valley and to keep their eyes open for a 

“Prison Area.”  

 

In this collection of essays, Kroes invites us to take these two signs seriously for their capacity to 

deepen our insights into America’s cultural contradictions, especially how, after the 9/11 attacks on 

the World Trade Center and Pentagon, the US government’s response altered the meaning of 

America for Americans and Europeans alike. The author’s fascination with the myriad ways in 

which America changes face, from hard power to soft, from uses of force to the power of 

entertainment, but always holding the attention of publics across the globe, is what ties his work 

together.  

 

The essays here touch on diverse topics such as 

photography (“Falling Man” and Holocaust imagery), 

music (in Broadway and Hollywood musicals), film 

(Django Unchained), American exceptionalism (in an 

interesting counter to dog-eared dogma), and the 

difficulties of the first “white president of color.” Like his 

predecessors, Tocqueville and Johan Huizinga, Kroes 

offers a clear-eyed assessment of America on the ground, 

love it or hate it.  

 

From the publisher: 

 

 “These essays are both brilliant and provocative.”  

 

- Richard Pells  

“Rob Kroes illuminates the modern American experience 

with rare penetration. His distinguished academic career 

has been marked by the effort to grasp why the United 

States arouses resentment abroad, even as he admires the 

self-correcting mechanisms that democracy and decency 

can encourage.” 

- Stephen Whitfield 
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Maarten Zwiers. Senator James Eastland Mississippi’s Jim Crow Democrat.  

 

Making the Modern South. LSU Press: June 2015. ISBN: 978 080 71 600 15. $45      

 

In the years following World War II, the national 

Democratic Party aligned its agenda more and more with 

the goals of the civil rights movement. By contrast, a 

majority of southern Democrats remained as committed as 

ever to a longstanding segregationist ideology.  

 

Through the career of Senator James Eastland, one of the 

mid-century’s most prominent politicians, author Maarten 

Zwiers explores the uneasy, yet mutually beneficial 

relationship between conservative southerners and the 

increasingly liberal party to which they belonged. 

 

Mississippi Democrat James “Big Jim” Eastland began an 

influential four-decade career in the United States Senate in 

1941, ultimately rising to become president pro tempore of 

the Senate, a position that placed him third in the line of 

presidential succession. His reputation for toughness 

developed from his unfailing and ruthless opposition to 

greater civil rights and his concern over the global spread 

of communism, as he believed participants in the two 

movements were working together to undermine the 

American way of life.  

 

Zwiers contends that despite Eastland’s extreme positions, he still managed to maintain influence 

through productive relationships with his Senate colleagues - liberal as well as conservative. 

Though the progressive wing of the Democratic Party continued to push for stronger civil rights 

legislation, they valued compromise with southern senators like Eastland in order to ensure support 

from a region the Democrats could ill afford to lose. While Eastland’s campaigning rhetoric was 

inflammatory, his ability to operate within the national political structure by leveraging moderate 

concessions contributed to his lengthy and effective career. 

  

Drawing on recently opened archival records, Maarten Zwiers offers a nuanced portrait of a man 

frequently portrayed as a southern zealot. Senator James Eastland provides a case study of the 

complicated relationship between party and party members that allowed Democrats to maintain 

power in the South for much of the twentieth century. 

 

Maarten Zwiers is an assistant professor in 

contemporary and U.S. history at the University 

of Groningen, the Netherlands, and specializes 

in regional history and the history of political 

culture.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 25 

 

PROMOTIES  
 

Mark, L. de Vries. The Politics of Terror Enforcing Reconstruction in Louisiana’s Red River 

Valley. 

 

Ph.D. Defense of 23 April 2015, Leiden University. 

 

 

On 23 April, Mark Leon de Vries defended his dissertation on political violence in the Red River 

Valley in Louisiana during the Reconstruction period. The dissertation revolved around the question 

whether the failure to establish civil and political equality for the former slaves during 

Reconstruction was the inevitable consequence of the conservative nature of the federal 

Reconstruction period. His research suggests that Louisiana’s Reconstruction period was an “all-out 

capitulation in the face of terrorism,” including widespread violence, threats, intimidation and 

media campaigns.  

 

In the beautiful historic Academy Building at the University of Leiden, Mark defended his research 

smoothly, confident and clearly. The Thesis committee existed of famous researchers in the field, 

including Kees van Minnen and Richard Folett, and all complimented Mark on his well-written and 

deeply researched dissertation.   

 

Karin Lurvink, VU University Amsterdam 

 

 

Taking Louisiana’s Red River Valley as a case study, 

The Politics of Terror explores the dynamics and 

experience of incessant political violence that 

characterized local Reconstruction politics in much of 

the cotton South.  

 

Emphasizing the fundamentally contested and anarchic 

nature of these local politics, it shows how control over 

the day-to-day levers of power was often more 

important than the formal outcome of institutionalized 

political processes.  

 

At the same time, these localized struggles over 

political, economic, and racial control both reflected 

and influenced the developments of Reconstruction on 

a national scale. This thesis also deconstructs the 

highly moralized narratives imposed on Reconstruction 

by both Dunningite and Revisionist historians.  

 

Southern whites were hardly the innocent and set-upon 

victims of a few conniving whites who manipulated 

hordes of ignorant former slaves; but neither were the 

white and black Republican leaders universally high-

minded and idealistic prophets of the twentieth century civil rights movement.  

 

The story of Reconstruction, in fact, boasts few heroes and offers little comfort to those who 

conceive of American history as a uniform march towards progress. 
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Mark L. de Vries on writing and academia: 

 

How would you describe the past years preparing for his day? 

 

“When I began working on the project early in 2010, I could not very well imagine myself writing a 

book, let alone a book on Reconstruction in Louisiana. I knew just little about the former and next 

to nothing about the latter. As I began reading the available literature the task began to seem, if 

anything, even more daunting. How was I going to add anything new to the tremendous body of 

scholarship that already existed?”  

 

“Once I started studying the primary sources, however - first digitally and on microfilm, and later in 

the archives - it slowly became clear that the story of violent resistance and failed enforcement in 

the Red River Valley could reveal new insights into the dynamics of the Reconstruction era.” 

 

What do you hope to accomplish from this milestone onward? 
 

“Now that the dissertation is finished and I have my Ph.D. in hand, I hope to continue my career in 

academic history. Over the next few years I hope to transform the dissertation into a publishable 

book. I also plan to develop a new research project on the ratification of the Reconstruction 

amendments in the North. As a first step I will begin a short postdoctoral fellowship at the Leiden 

institute for history after the summer.” 
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LEZINGEN  

 
Leslie Jamison  

6 June 2015, People’s Place, Amsterdam 

The Empathy Exams  

Beginning with her experience as a medical actor, paid to act out symptoms for medical students to 

diagnose, Leslie Jamison’s visceral and revealing essays ask essential questions about our basic 

understanding of others: How should we care about one another? How can we feel another’s pain, 

especially when pain can be assumed, distorted, or performed? Is empathy a tool by which to test or 

even grade each other?                                           

By confronting pain - real and imagined, her own and others’- Jamison uncovers a personal and 

cultural urgency to feel. She draws from her own experiences of illness and bodily injury to engage 

in an exploration that extends far beyond her life, spanning wide-ranging territory - from poverty 

tourism to phantom diseases, street violence to reality television, illness to incarceration - in its 

search for a kind of sight shaped by humility and grace. The Empathy Exams is a brilliant and 

forceful book by one of this country’s vital young writers. 

Leslie Jamison attended Harvard, Yale, and the Iowa Writer’s Workshop. Her first novel, The Gin 

Closet, was published by Free Press in 2010. Her second book, The Empathy Exams, an essay 

collection published by Graywolf Press, debuted at no. 11 on the New York Times bestseller list. It 

was widely praised by critics, with the New York Times saying: “it’s hard to imagine a stronger, 

more thoughtful voice emerging this year.” 

JAI Member: 13 euro, Non Member: 19 euro, Student: 15 euro 

 

George Mitchell 

8 June 2015, Sociëteit De Witte, The Hague 

The Negotiator: Reflections on an American Life 

 

During a political career that spans over four decades, George Mitchell has gained a reputation for 

his skill in finding compromise and common sense in desperate situations and places.  

In his aptly-titled memoir The Negotiator, he shares compelling stories about his youth in Maine, 

his years in the Senate, his work to bring peace to Northern Ireland and the Middle East, and what 

he’s learned about the art of negotiation during every stage of his life. 

The memoir is a classic story of the American Dream. Growing up in a working class family, 

Mitchell experienced firsthand the demoralizing effects of unemployment when his father was laid 

off from a lifelong job. But education was always a household priority, and Mitchell embraced 

every opportunity that came his way, eventually becoming the ranking Democrat in the Senate 

during the administrations of George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton. In his memoir, Mitchell looks 

back at his adventures in law and politics - including instrumental work on clean air and water 

legislation, the Iran-Contra hearings, and healthcare reform - as well as life after the Senate, from 



 
 28 

 

leading the successful Northern Ireland peace process, to serving as chairman of The Walt Disney 

Company, to heading investigations into the use of steroids in baseball and unethical activity 

surrounding the Olympic Games. 

JAI Member: 13 euro, Non-Member: 19 euro, Student: 15 euro 

 

T.C. Boyle 

5 September 2015. Amsterdam, John Adams Institute 

The Robert Kirsch Award 

Author T.C. Boyle won the Robert Kirsch Award for lifetime achievement at the 2015 LA Times 

Festival of Books. Boyle is considered one of the greatest American writers, who manages better 

than anyone to have his finger on the pulse of time, and to penetrate an unraveling American 

society.  

Previously, Boyle won the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, the Prix Médicis étranger, and, earlier 

this year, the Rea Award for the Short Story. 

Location and ticketprices to be announced 

 

For more information: www.john-adams.nl 
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TENTOONSTELLINGEN 

R.B. Kitaj 
 

20 maart - 12 juli 2015. Amsterdam, Joods Historisch Museum 

 

Unpacking My Library   

 

De oorspronkelijk in Ohio (VS) geboren Ron Brooks Kitaj (1932-2007) was een van de 

belangrijkste kunstenaars van de Londense kunstscene vanaf de jaren zestig van de twintigste eeuw. 

Kitaj was fervent lezer en boekenverzamelaar en zijn kleurige en soms provocatieve schilderijen 

bevatten vele wereldse, filosofische en literaire verwijzingen.  

 

Zijn joodse identiteit speelde een belangrijke rol in zijn leven en werk. Unpacking My Library is 

een tentoonstelling die inkijk biedt in Kitajs eigenzinnige, joodse en bibliofiele belevingswereld aan 

de hand van een aantal schilderijen uit internationale collecties en een serie bijzondere zeefdrukken 

van boekomslagen die hij in 1969 en 1970 maakte met meesterdrukker Chris Prater onder de titel In 

Our Time: Covers for a Small Library After the Life for the Most Part.  

 

De serie weerspiegelt onder meer de humor en ironie waarmee Kitaj de rol van spiritualiteit en 

moraal  in de moderne tijd aan de kaak stelde. De expositie zal te zien zijn in het Prentenkabinet. 

  

For more information: www.jhm.nl/actueel/tentoonstellingen/kitaj 

 

 
Micheal Weintrob  

 
5 juni - 19 juli 2015. Jazz Museum Rotterdam 

 

Tijdens dit tijdelijke evenement naar aanleiding 

van het North Sea Jazz Festival is er een 

museum opgericht.  

 

Hierin zijn foto's the bewonderen van onder 

andere Michael Weintrop, Herman Leonard, 

Jimmy Katz, Baron Wolman en vele anderen. 

Door een initiatief van Wim van Zon.  

 

Naast exposities zullen er concerten en lezingen 

zijn met daarbij een filmzaal met fragmenten en 

films over jazzartiesten. 

  

De Amerikaanse fotograaf Michael Weintrob is 

bekend van Instrument Heads fotografie en zal 

tijdens dit evenement nieuwe foto’s maken met 

Nederlandse jazzmusici, zoals Benjamin 

Herman en Hans Dulfer. 

 

For more information: weintrobphotography.com 
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Keith Haring  

19 September 2015 - 7 February 2016, Rotterdam Kunsthal 

The Political Line 

This autumn, the Kunsthal is presenting an inspiring exhibition about the life and work of American 

artist and activist Keith Haring (1958-1990).  

The politically and socially engaged artist, a protégé of Andy Warhol, created rhythmic, iconic 

images in a strikingly distinctive and accessible style. Haring’s subject matter includes powerful 

themes such as apartheid, nuclear weapons, racism and AIDS.   

 

Twenty-five years after his death, the immense energy and zest typical of Keith Haring’s work and 

life continues to engage and inspire people of all ages from diverse cultural backgrounds. Featuring 

120 artworks from international collections, “The Political Line” illuminates underexplored themes 

within the oeuvre of this world-famous artist. The exhibition is the result of a collaboration with the 

Kunsthalle der Hypo-Kulturstiftung in Munich, guest curator Dieter Buchhart and the Keith Haring 

Foundation in New York. 

For more information: www.kunsthal.nl/en-22-776-Keith-Haring  

 

BEURZEN & SCRIPTIEPRIJS 

 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 
 

NASA offers a travel grant, of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 

research trips to the United States. The grant is named after prof. Rob Kroes, former NASA and 

EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The  grant is available for Masters and 

Ph.D. students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply.  

 

The regulations are as follows: 

1) Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary of 

their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

2) The deadline is 31 December 2015; 

3) All applications should be sent to Hans Krabbendam at jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl 

4) A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by 15 January 2016; 

5) Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (+/-1000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 

Newsletter and on the NASA website. 

6) The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 

 

The grant for 2015 has been given to the StudentNASA and the American Studies fieldtrip to 

Washington this Spring.  

 

 

 

 



 
 31 

 

American Art in Translation Book Prize 

 
Terra Foundation - Yale University Press 

The Terra Foundation for American Art, in partnership with 

Yale University Press, is offering a new prize for an 

unpublished manuscript or previously published manuscript in a 

language other than English written by a non-U.S. author.  

The manuscript should make a significant contribution to scholarship on the historical visual arts of 

what is now the geographic United States.  

In helping to overcome the language barrier that often divides scholars and deters international 

research and collaboration, the prize aims to advance and internationalize scholarship on American 

art and seeks to recognize original and thorough research, sound methodology, and significance in 

the field. The award is especially intended to encourage authors who take the field of American art 

history into new historical and interpretive terrain, or who establish connections among the work of 

scholars within and outside the United States, providing a model of international exchange 

important to sustaining relevance and academic rigor for the future of the field. 

The winner will receive a $5,000 cash prize; the Terra Foundation will fund production of the book, 

which will be published (in print and electronic form) in English by Yale University Press. In 

addition, Yale University Press will invite the winner to present a lecture on the book, upon 

publication, at Yale University. Scholars who have received Ph.D.’s within the past five years are 

strongly encouraged to apply.  

All required materials should be submitted to Yale University Press by the following deadlines: 

Letter of Inquiry   : 3 August 2015 

Invitations for Formal Proposals : 7 September 2015 

Proposal    : 15 October 2015         

Award Announced   : January 2016 

 

For more information: www.yalebooks.com/terratranslationprize 

 

Volkskrant-IISG Scriptieprijs 2015 

De Volkskrant en het IISG loven voor de zesde keer de Volkskrant-IISG Scriptieprijs voor 

Geschiedenis uit. We zoeken studenten die een excellente scriptie hebben geschreven over een 

nationaal of internationaal historisch onderwerp. Ook studenten van andere studies dan 

geschiedenis, zijn van harte uitgenodigd mee te dingen naar de prijs. 

Bij de beoordeling let de jury op scripties die een duidelijk vernieuwende benadering hebben. 

Hierbij kan gedacht worden aan een nieuw onderwerp of aan een vernieuwende aanpak van een al 

vaker onderzocht onderwerp.  

Het IISG heeft een geldprijs van €1500 beschikbaar gesteld voor de winnende scriptie. De beste 

scriptie krijgt aandacht in de Volkskrant. De afgelopen jaren waren diverse andere media 

geïnteresseerd in een interview met de winnaar. 
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In aanmerking komen MA-scripties over een nationaal of internationaal historisch onderwerp die 

tussen 1 augustus 2014 en 10 september 2015 zijn geschreven en beoordeeld aan een Nederlandse 

universiteit. 

De scriptie dient in een digitale en in twee papieren versies te 

worden ingestuurd voor de uiterste inleverdatum van 10 september 

2015 en dient vergezeld te gaan van een beknopte aanbeveling van 

de docent. De scriptie mag in het Nederlands of Engels geschreven 

zijn en de contactgegevens (naam, postadres, emailadres en 

telefoonnummer) van de student en de docent moeten duidelijk 

worden vermeld. 

 

For more information: socialhistory.org/nl/scriptieprijs 

 

VACATURES & STAGEPLAATSEN  

Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 

Koninkrijkszaken (DWH/NK) 

 
Vanaf begin juni 2015 is er bij DWH/NK weer plek voor een nieuwe stagiair(e). De duur van een 

stage is in principe 5 maanden met een werkweek van 40 uur.  

 

Functieomschrijving en takenpakket: 

 

De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende vaste taken hebben: 

 

 Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven 

van beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

 Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen en andere publieke evenementen op het 

ministerie over onderwerpen die het werk van de afdeling betreffen.  

 Het assisteren bij dagelijkse bezigheden, zoals het schrijven van brieven aan (buitenlandse) 

bewindspersonen en het samenstellen van diverse dossiers. 

 

De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage. Indien gewenst, kan bezien worden of er een 

specifieke studieopdracht kan worden ontwikkeld.  

 

DWH/NK is een van de twee afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH/NK is 

de afdeling voor de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord Amerika (incl. Mexico) en 

houdt zich bezig met de buitenlandse betrekkingen van de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk. 

Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele en consulaire zaken passeren dagelijks de revue.  

 

Een stagiair(e) zal voornamelijk ondersteuning bieden aan de landenmedewerkers voor de 

Verenigde Staten, Canada en Mexico. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je onder andere contact met 

andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, met de Noord-Amerikaanse ambassades in Den Haag en de 

Nederlandse posten in de regio.  
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Een andere mogelijkheid is voornamelijk geconcentreerd op Koninkrijkszaken en de buitenlandse 

betrekkingen m.b.t .de Caribische landen van het Koninkrijk. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je 

geregeld contact met andere directies binnen BZ, met ministeries zoals BZK en de Directies 

Buitenlandse Betrekkingen van Aruba, Curaçao en Sint Maarten.  

 

 

Studierichting 
 

Voor beide stages dient de stagiair(e) een derdejaars Bachelor of Masterstudent te zijn aan een WO-

instelling. Achtergrondkennis van, en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel.  

 

Algemene voorwaarden en vergoedingen  
 

Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woon- of 

reiskostenvergoeding. Meer informatie hierover kun je vinden op www.werkenvoornederland.nl bij 

voorwaarden en vergoedingen.   

 

Meer weten en/of solliciteren  

 

Geïnteresseerd? Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met 

CV, uiterlijk maandag 16 juni 2015 gestuurd worden naar: dwh-nk@minbuza.nl. Hier kun je ook 

terecht voor verdere vragen.  

 

Geef in je sollicitatiebrief s.v.p. aan welke waarom de  stageplek bij DWH/NK je voorkeur geniet. 

Kandidaten die op basis van hun brief en CV geschikt worden geacht, kunnen voor een gesprek op 

het ministerie in Den Haag worden uitgenodigd. Deze gesprekken zullen gevoerd worden in de 

tweede helft van juni. 

 

Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken   

Directie Westelijk Halfrond   

Bezuidenhoutseweg 67   

Postbus 20061   

2500 EB Den Haag   

  

For more information: www.rijksoverheid.nl  

 

 

RSC Internship 2016 

 

 Want to learn practical experience in an academic institute and broaden your knowledge about 

America? Vacancy January 2016. 

 

The Roosevelt Study Center offers the position of intern (36 hours per week) for a period of three 

months. The RSC is looking for a student in American studies, history or international relations. 

Fluency in English and Dutch is required. 

 

The activities of the intern include: library duties, assisting the staff in the organization of 

conferences, editorial work, making archival materials accessible, the translation of documents, and 

secretarial assistance. It is taken into account that the intern has time for his/her own research 

alongside these tasks. 

 

http://www.werkenvoornederland.nl/
http://www.werkenvoornederland.nl/wat-is-de-rijksoverheid/rijksorganisaties/ministerie-van-buitenlandse-zaken/stagemogelijkheden/stage-voorwaarden-en-vergoedingen
mailto:dwh-nk@minbuza.nl
http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/
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The RSC offers an informative and varied work environment. A standard remuneration is available 

for the internship.  

What previous interns had to say about their time at the RSC: 

Marisa Kok, Utrecht University 

 

“The RSC helped me to extend my personal and professional 

horizons!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heleen Blommers, VU University Amsterdam 

 

“A valuable learning experience and acquaintance with an 

academic community working with U.S. history.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KALENDER  
2015 - 2016 
 

Nu – 12 juli  R.B. Kitaj Amsterdam 

5 juni – 19 juli  Weintrob Jazz Museum Rotterdam 

6 juni  Leslie Jamison Amsterdam 

8 juni  Senator George Mitchell Den Haag 

13 juni  65 jaar Fulbright Den Haag 

18 juni  General Meeting NASA Utrecht 

19 juni  Conference Oldenburg 

6 – 8 juli  TSA Conference Middelburg 

13 – 24 juli  Columbia University Institute Summer 

Teachers & Scholars Institute 

New York 

15 juli  American Evangelicals in Europe 

Conference 

Middelburg 

5 september  T.C. Boyle Amsterdam 

19 september 2015 – 7 februari 

2016 

Keith Haring Rotterdam 

8 – 10 oktober  Charles Brockden Brown Society 

Conference 

Tampa 

23 – 24 oktober  How the United States Ends Wars Dublin 

26 – 27 november Cold Warriors Conference Parijs 

31 december  Deadline Rob Kroes Travel Grant  

22 – 25 april 2016 The European Association for American 

Studies Biennial Conference 

Constanta 
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www.netherlands-america.nl 


