
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOORJAAR 2014 (JAARGANG XXIII, 2) 
 

 

 

NASA NIEUWSBRIEF 

 



 
 1 

 

  

2 

3 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

10 

10 

14 

16 

18 

18 

 

 

19 

19 

 

 

21 

23 

 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

 

27 

27 

 

 

28 

28 

29 

29 

29 

30 

 

 

30 

31 

31 

32 

 

33 

INHOUDSOPGAVE  

 
NASA-NIEUWS 

Bestuursbericht 

StudentNASA 

Introductie nieuwe Amerikaanse Ambassadeur 

 

EAAS-NIEUWS 

EAAS-conferentie 2014 

 

ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER 

AIO Seminar 

TRAHA 

Ph.D. Seminar 

Bretton Woods Conference 

New Collections 

New Microfilm/fiche Reader 

 

FULBRIGHT INFORMATIE 

Fulbright News 

Fullbright Scholars 2014/2015 

 

CONFERENTIES  

TSA Conference   

Fulbright in International Perspective  

 

NIEUWE PUBLICATIES 

The Long Voyage:  

Selected Letters of Malcolm Cowley  

Transnational Anti-Communism  

 and the Cold War  

 

BEURZEN & SCRIPTIEPRIJS 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 

Scriptieprijs Volkskrant en IISG  
 

LEZINGEN/TENTOONSTELLINGEN 

Margaret Bourke-White 

Michael Cunningham 

Amanda Gefter 

Clive Thompson 

The Hitchcock Touch 

Mark Rothko  
 

VACATURES & STAGES 

American Studies Prague 

Fulbright Center Stageprogramma 

Stage Buitenlandse Zaken 

Stage RSC 

 

KALENDER 
 

 
 

COLOFON NASA-Nieuwsbrief    

                                                                                                         
Redactie/vormgeving:                                  

Hans Krabbendam  

Niek de Vries 

      

Redactie-adres:         

Roosevelt Study Center                                                                               

Postbus 6001                                               

4330 LA Middelburg 

Tel.: 0118-631590                                       

E-mail: NASAbestuur@gmail.com 

 

                                   

Adressen Dagelijks Bestuur:                        

M.E. Messmer, president                               

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen     

Dept. American Studies                      

P.O. Box 716                                               

9700 AS Groningen                                    

Tel.: 050-3638439                                               

E-mail: m.e.messmer@rug.nl    

                                                                      

D.A. Pargas, secretaris                                    

Universiteit Leiden    

Instituut voor Economische en Sociale 

Geschiedenis 

Doelensteeg 16 

2311 VL Leiden 

Tel.: 071-5272736 

E-mail: d.a.pargas@hum.leidenuniv.nl 

 

H. Krabbendam, penningmeester 

Roosevelt Study Center 

Postbus 6001 

4330 LA Middelburg 

Tel.: 0118-631590  

E-mail: jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl 

 

NASA-lidmaatschap per jaar: 

€ 30 (Studenten: € 12,50 / € 25 voor 3 jaar)  

IBAN: NL23 INGB 0002 9769 24  

t.n.v. NASA te Middelburg 

 

Deadline volgende nummer: 

1 oktober 2014 

 

 

Website: 

http://www.netherlands-america.nl 

 

mailto:m.e.messmer@rug.nl


 
 2 

 

NASA-NIEUWS 

 

 

Bestuursbericht 
 

As I write this column, most of us have just returned from The Hague where months of intense 

preparations finally culminated in the realization of the 60th anniversary conference of the 

European Association for American Studies (April 3-6). It was in 1954 that Americanists gathered 

for the very first European Conference of American Studies Scholars in Salzburg (Austria), and 

since then, Americanists from across Europe and the US have convened biannually in 19 European 

countries to exchange views on current developments in the field of American Studies. The first 

EAAS conference on Dutch soil took place in Amsterdam in 1984, and it was an exciting moment 

for NASA when EAAS decided to return to the Netherlands again 30 years later. Both the 

conference venue - The Hague - as well as the conference topic of America: Justice, Conflict, War 

proved to be highly popular and attracted more than 400 participants (one of the highest numbers 

for EAAS conferences), including a total of 270 speakers from 36 countries within Europe and the 

US, Canada,  Japan, Israel, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Mexico.  

 

One of the new features introduced by NASA - and which EAAS already decided to turn into a 

permanent component of future EAAS conferences - was to invite BA and MA students to present 

their work. We were delighted to find that 46 student speakers from across Europe came to The 

Hague to contribute to an exciting series of 11 student workshops. StudentNASA was very actively 

involved in helping our international students feel at home and less nervous about their 

presentations by organizing a welcome reception, followed by a wonderful barbecue on the beach at 

Scheveningen. 

 

This EAAS conference also marked the beginning of a more formal alliance between EAAS and the 

American Studies Association, and the delegation of ASA representatives who contributed to the 

conference in the form of a parallel lecture and a shoptalk have already proposed concrete plans that 

will pave the way for future exchanges and cooperations. 

 

After a richly filled academic program framed by three superb keynotes (by Willem van Genugten 

on the U.S.’s ambivalent relation to international law; Richard Carwardine’s discussion of the 

political function of humor during the Civil War, and William Leahy’s plea for improving the right 

to legal counsel and hence legal justice for the indigenous), the conference concluded with a guided 

tour through the Peace Palace, followed by a reception for the local organizing team, sponsored by 

the US Embassy, which allowed us to celebrate the end of a hugely successful conference at Rob 

Anderson’s marvellous appartment. 

 

I would like to use this opportunity to thank all my colleagues on the NASA board, as well as our 

wonderful student volunteers and the immensely helpful staff at the Leiden University College for 

making this conference such a huge success. Without all your tireless efforts during the past two 

years (and of course during the conference week), none of this would have been possible, and all of 

you contributed to turning this conference into an event that has put the Netherlands on the 

European - and international - American Studies map for many years to come. 

 

 

Marietta Messmer 

NASA Chair 
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StudentNASA 

 

 

It is my honor to inform you that StudentNASA will be an active division of the Netherlands 

American Studies Association again. The new StudentNASA board consists of Cherelle de Leeuw 

(Radboud University Nijmegen), Giel-Jan Koek (Utrecht University), Margot Recter (University of 

Groningen) and Marie-Claire Bovet (University of Amsterdam).  

 

We hope StudentNASA can bring together American 

Studies students from all over the Netherlands to exchange 

ideas, deepen or widen our knowledge, and grow our 

network. In order to facilitate this, we will organize events 

throughout the year and we will do so in tandem with the 

local American Studies student organizations with which we 

are in close contact through our board members, who are 

often in those boards too.  

 

As of next academic year, we will organize exchange trips 

to the universities in the Netherlands that offer an American 

Studies program, in which the local student organization 

will have a leading role in making this day both interesting 

as well as entertaining. Also, we believe that it is important 

for students that they are well prepared for their future 

careers and therefore - inspired by the success of the EAAS Student Conference - we intend to 

organize another student conference this fall in which students will have the chance to present their 

papers and follow workshops on professionalization.  

You can follow us on Facebook if you would like to stay up to date - just search for 

‘StudentNASA.’ Also, if your American Studies department is not yet represented on our board and 

you would like to get in touch with us, please feel free to send an e-mail to 

StudentNASA@gmail.com to find out how to get involved.  

 

I hope to see many of you or your students at one of our events and I hope you are as excited about 

this NASA student department as I am. 

 

Marie-Claire Bovet  

Chair of StudentNASA and the Amersterdam Americanist Society 

 

 

mailto:StudentNASA@gmail.com
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Introduction of the New U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom 

of the Netherlands 

 

 
 

On March 19, 2014 Timothy Broas delivered to King Willem-Alexander his credentials as the new 

U.S. ambassador to the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Mr. Broas was a partner in the litigation 

department of the Washington, DC office of Winston & Strawn, LLP. He was named in the 2010, 

2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014 editions of Best Lawyers in America.  

In 2010, President Obama appointed Mr. Broas to the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars. The Wilson Center, created by Congress in 1968, is a nonpartisan 

institute for advanced study and a neutral forum for open, serious, and informed dialogue among 

preeminent thinkers and policymakers.  

Mr. Broas was named to the Board of Trustees of Partners in Health in 2012. He was appointed by 

Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley to the Board of Trustees of St. Mary’s College of Maryland 

in 2011 and was selected as a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America in 2010. In 2005, Mr. 

Broas was appointed to the Board of Visitors of Mount Vernon by Virginia Governor Mark Warner 

and was reappointed in 2009 by Governor Tim Kaine.  

A native of Maryland, Mr. Broas received an A.B., magna cum laude, in Economics and History 

from Boston College in 1976 and a J.D. from the College of William and Mary in 1979.  

 

Mr. Broas is married with three grown daughters. 
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EAAS-NIEUWS  
 

‘America: Justice, Conflict, War’ 
EAAS Conference, The Hague, 

April 3-6, 2014 
 

 

 

From April 3-6, the European Association for American Studies held its 60
th 

anniversary conference 

in The Hague. The Netherlands American Studies Association has had the pleasure of organising 

this years conference themed: ‘America: Justice, Conflict, War.’   

Attracting 400 visitor from over 25 countries, the conference featured 30 different workshops, six 

lectures and six shoptalks. Three keynote lectures were given by Richard Carwardine, William 

Leahy and Willem van Genugten.  

 

 

Workshop Reports 

 

 ‘Jefferson’s ‘Empire of Liberty’: Conflicting Visions of Westward Expansion, 1790-1860’  

Chairs: Damian Alan Pargas and Bertrand van Ruymbeke 

 

This workshop drew from Jefferson’s concept of an ‘empire of liberty’ to explore conflicting 

perceptions of America’s westward expansion to various groups in the early republic (roughly 

1790-1860). The submissions we received provided fascinating approaches to the overarching 

theme. Ultimately eight papers were selected, enough for two full sessions. We were delighted that 

both sessions were well attended and stimulated lively discussion. The presentations of Frank 

Kelderman, Jelte Olthof, and Katherine May Stevens were especially illuminating. 

 

Frank Kelderman opened the first session with an excellent presentation on Native American views 

of westward expansion, specifically the development of Sauk nationalism in the face of encroaching 

white settlement in the 1820s and 1830s. He underscored the political diversity of the Sauk nation, 

whose two main leaders (Black Hawk and Keokuck) offered competing visions for how to resist 

settler colonialism. Black Hawk and his followers wished to offer armed resistance, while Keokuck 

attempted to use his influence within the Bureau of Indian Affairs to negotiate terms for political 

autonomy. In the end, as Kelderman argued, Sauks were internally divided on how to build Indian 

nations in an era of US westward expansion. 

 

Jelte Olthof continued the session with a stimulating paper on the Congressional debates 

surrounding the Missouri Compromise. Whereas northern politicians argued that slavery was 

antithetical to Jefferson’s (and the republic’s) establishment of equality as a self-evident truth, and 

wished to keep the west ‘free,’ southern politicians, who advocated the legality of slavery in the 

new territories, reframed the debate by arguing that Congress was acting ‘tyrannically’ by 

attempting to obstruct the will of its citizens to carry slaves into the West. Olthof argued that the 

debates revealed competing interpretations of the core values of the republic, and that only by 

dividing the west into a North and South (which the compromise effectively did) could unity be - 

temporarily - achieved. 
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Katherine May Stevens (Harvard University, USA) provided a third illuminating presentation 

during the first session, focusing on the impact of settler colonialism by zooming in on the 

Tennessean land speculator and territorial governor William Blount. An economic and political elite 

originally from North Carolina, Blount claimed vast tracts of land in the trans-Appalachian frontier 

and, like a large landlord, stimulated settlement of his small empire. The settling of his lands did not 

proceed peacefully, however. It brought colonists into conflict with the Native American 

communities that already lived there (inducing bloody raids by both parties), pitted settlers against 

wealthy speculators like Blount, and created conflicts between territorial (and state) governments 

and the federal government (which had conflicting aims for the territories). 

 

The workshop stimulated interesting discussions and concluded that the visions, expectations, 

realities, and conflicts that were both a cause and a result of westward expansion can only be 

understood through various prisms of race, class, gender, and region. 

 

‘Patriot or Protester: American Celebrities in Wartime’ 

Chairs: Astrid Fellner and Jaap Kooijman   

 

The workshop aimed to connect American Studies to Media Studies, and specifically to the 

emerging fields of Celebrity Studies and Fan Studies. Celebrities play an important role in the way 

images of America are mediated at a global level, which makes their position on American politics 

even more significant. Questions posed included:   

1) How do American celebrities engage in public discussions on war and international politics, both 

domestically and internationally?   

2) What distinctions can be made between advocating or opposing war and the moral support of 

American troops in war zones?  

 3) What impact do American celebrities have in global sentiments of anti-Americanism, which 

may denounce the actions of the American nation-state but remain invested in globally mediated 

American popular culture?  

 

Unfortunately, Michael Barton (Pennsylvania State University at Harrisburg, USA) could not be 

present, but the workshop’s chairs summarized his paper on movie stars in uniform - Jimmy 

Stewart and Clark Gable, among others - during World War II. Barton’s paper added a welcome 

historical perspective to the discussion. Jaap Kooijman took the 1991 HBO television special 

Welcome Home Heroes with Whitney Houston as a starting point to discuss how pop culture and 

politics become intertwined when celebrities intervene in the public debate on the nation-state’s war 

effort. Whether supporting or opposing military action, the involvement of celebrities tends to result 

in depoliticizing the issue. The presentation by Miroslaw Aleksander Miernik (University of 

Warsaw, Poland) discussed how the War on Terror has been presented and criticized by Nine Inch 

Nails, Ministry, and Tom Waits. Each of these artists openly attacked the conflict in their artistic 

work, although their respective approaches to it were different. Yet, there were also similarities in 

how these artists blame the Bush administration for war actions that are depicted as going against 

core American values. Finally, Astrid Fellner discussed celebrity activism by focusing on Lady 

Gaga’s mobilization of her fan base in an attempt to repeal the American army’s ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 

Tell’ policy. Here patriotism and political activism come together in a fascinating way, as Lady 

Gaga uses patriotic rhetoric and images to promote the inclusion of openly gay men and women in 

the armed forces.  
After the presentations, a lively discussion began, eventually coming to two tentative conclusions:  

1) the line between patriotism and protest cannot be easily drawn, as these seemingly clear-cut 

positions are in constant negotiation, and   

2) a distinction needs to be made between fans and the ‘general’ public which is less invested yet 

plays a crucial role in the overall acceptance of either the support of or the protest against the 

American war effort.   
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In the end, there was a general consensus that the role of popular culture, and of celebrities in 

particular, should receive more attention in American Studies, as in contemporary media culture the 

boundaries between politics and entertainment are constantly crossed, perhaps particularly in times 

of war. 

 

 

‘War and Peace in America’s Forays into the World’  

Chairs: Pierre Guerlain and Rob Kroes   

 

Seven participants took part in the two-session workshop. The presentations dealt with very 

different historical periods from the early republic and the Barbary pirates (Andrew Gross) to 

Buffalo Bill and Theodore Roosevelt (Bob Rydell) and from then on to the 1940s in Latin America 

(Jorrit van den Berg) and various contemporary topics such as the legacy of McGovern and 

opposition to his views (Roberta Haar), Afghanistan and the rhetoric of freedom (Andrew 

Hammond), entrepreneurs of violence (Markha Valenta) and Obama’s foreign Policy (Jean-Marie 

Ruiz).  
 

This historical and geographical diversity reflected the core idea of the workshop: analyzing 

America’s forays into the world. All the presentations dealt with specific aspects of America’s 

encounters with the world and ways of analyzing and interpreting them. All together they constitute 

a mini-tapestry of the global interests of the United States at various times in its history. The 

presenters came from very different national but also ideological backgrounds and therefore offered 

very different ways of looking at the relationship between America and the world. 

 

Most of the participants also dealt with the intricate connections between domestic issues in the 

U.S. and foreign policy or international relations issues thus deconstructing both self-images in the 

U.S. and foreign images of America. The discussions after each presentation were all courteous and 

fruitful. 
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‘Racial Conflict and Racial Justice in the Deep South Since the Civil War’ 

Chairs: Maarten Zwiers and Mark de Vries 

 

In accordance with the call sent out, the topics of the individual papers in this workshop ranged 

across the entire Deep South, from the immediate aftermath of the Civil War to the height of the 

Civil Rights Movement and after. Nevertheless, the overarching theme of racial conflict and racial 

justice provided unexpected yet illuminating parallels between the various papers and reminded all 

the participants just how central and enduring these issues have been to the history of the southern 

United States. Both sessions were filled to capacity with an audience that actively participated in 

the conversation by peppering the panelists with provocative and challenging questions.  

 

Stephen Berrey (University of Michigan) opened the first session with a paper that explored the use 

white southerners made of a social-scientific discourse based on non-southern sources on black 

criminality to justify segregation to an increasingly skeptical North in the 1950s. Laurie Green 

(University of Texas at Austin) explored how the ‘discovery of hunger’ in the 1960s functioned in 

the construction of racial categories in the United States. Christine Knauer (University of 

Tuebingen) examined how southern white liberals simultaneously opposed the practice of lynching 

while supporting the underlying system of segregation after the Second World War. Gretchen Long 

(Williams College) closed the first session with a discussion of medical care for black veterans and 

freedpeople following the Civil War. 

 

Kathryn Tucker (University of Georgia) began the second session with a paper that explored the 

tensions that existed between legal proscription and community toleration of interracial 

relationships in the Jim Crow South. Mark de Vries (Leiden University) analyzed the contradictions 

between modern scholars’ conservative assessment of the Freedmen’s Bureau and contemporaries’ 

more radical take on the institution. Finally, Maarten Zwiers (University of Groningen) discussed 

how southern conservatives translated their domestic views on anticommunism and segregation to 

the global arena of Cold War politics. Questions about racial justice in the Deep South thus 

transcended national boundaries and had a significant impact on U.S. foreign policy.  
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The EAAS Student Conference 

On April 3,  the first day of the 60th anniversary conference of the European Association for 

American Studies, NASA organized the first student conference in the history of the EAAS in 

cooperation with Leiden University College. The idea was to give our European colleagues a taste 

of the BA and MA student participation at our annual NASA American Studies Days and to elevate 

this practice to the European level. To ease the participation of students from abroad NASA 

awarded 15 travel grants to help foreign students cover their travel expenses. The student 

conference attracted over 45 student participants from all over Europe resulting in 11 parallel 

workshops covering a broad range of topics related to the conference theme ‘America: Justice, 

Conflict, War.’ 

 

The informal kick-off for the student conference in fact already took place on the evening of April 

2, when the student participants gathered for welcome drinks at Leiden University College. After 

some drinks and initial introductions they took off together for a wonderful BBQ on the beach 

organized by the newly installed StudentNASA board, which provided a nice opportunity to get to 

know each other before the big conference day while enjoying a beautiful North Sea sunset.  

On the morning of April 3, the student conference was formally opened by NASA President Dr. 

Marietta Messmer and StudentNASA President Marie-Claire Bovet after which an exciting two-

hour round of parallel workshops started with presentations on topics ranging from ‘War, Trauma 

and Culture’ and  ‘Racial and Social Conflicts’ to ‘Questions of Liberty and Empire’ and ‘Foreign 

Policy and Diplomacy.’ After the lunch break the conference resumed with five  more parallel 

workshops covering the following topics: ‘Post-9/11 Culture: Fiction and Music,’ ‘War and the 

Visual Arts,’ ‘Fiction, War and (Racial) Conflict,’  ‘Global Conflicts, Local Effects,’ and  ‘US-

European Relations and Diplomacy.’ In addition Mathilde Roza (Radboud University Nijmegen) 

and Eric Sandeen (University of Wyoming) organized a very interesting shoptalk on ‘Launching a 

New European Student Network on the Politics and Cultures of Liberation.’ After the formal 

student program ended all participants were invited to the official opening of the regular EAAS 

conference in the marvelous Kloosterkerk.  

 

Many student participants expressed their 

appreciation of the conference as well as for the 

support they received from the student volunteers at 

the conference. As Andrea Schlosser from the Ruhr 

University Bochum (Germany) remarked: ‘I really 

felt cared for which made it so much easier to give 

my presentation.’ Thus, the 2014 EAAS Student 

Conference provided a rich academic program for 

ambitious European BA and MA students of 

American Studies and set an inspiring precedent 

that will likely be repeated in the future. 

Meanwhile, the discussion started in the Hague 

continues online, for example on the ‘EAAS 2014 

Student Conference’ Facebook page, where student 

participants are keeping in touch, sharing pictures, 

exchanging paper transcripts and making new plans 

already.  

 
Albertine Bloemendal 
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ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER  
 

AIO Seminar   
Since 2007, a group of Ph.D. students from various Dutch universities met three times a year at the 

Roosevelt Study Center to present research projects and discuss the progress they have made. At the 

seminar of December 4, 2013, we were a small group, which gave us the advantage to have a 

round-table conversation instead of formal presentations. This way, the Ph.D. students received a 

lot of feedback from each other and the RSC staff. In addition, Fulbright professor Larry Griffin 

from Georgia Southern University contributed to the seminar, by presenting his own comparative 

research project on identity in the US and Europe and by providing feedback.  

 

Coincidentally, another one of Griffin’s research interests - the U.S. South - corresponds with the 

topic of one of the Ph.D. student’s dissertation. He studies racial equality in the South, during the 

Reconstruction era. The discussion of Griffins article ‘Why Was the South a Problem to America’ 

consequently served as a valuable tool for further thought about the South and its characteristics. 

However, other Ph.D. students’ dissertations deviated from this southern theme. One of them, for 

example, focused on the influence of American models of federalism and democracy in relation to 

European integration. All in all, it was a lively, productive and inspiring seminar. 

 

However, the lack of new Ph.D. students and time pressures on the advanced students prevents 

them from attending this conference. Therefore, the organizers decided to change the format and 

organize an annual Ph.D. conference in the RSC for an international group of Ph.D. students. 

Announcements will be circulated through NASA, EAAS, and RSC channels. The first Ph.D. 

seminar (new style) will be held at the RSC, Septermber 10-12, 2014. (See page 14.) 

 

 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 2014  
Every year the Roosevelt Study Center presents the Theodore Roosevelt American History Awards 

(TRAHA) for the best Master thesis written by a Dutch graduate student on an American history 

topic. Sponsored by the New York-based Theodore Roosevelt Association and designed to 

stimulate the study of United States history and culture at Dutch universities, the award also 

encourages students to use the unique RSC archival resources.  

 

On March 28, 2014 the TRAHA first prize was awarded to Ruth van den Akker, a graduate student 

of the VU University in Amsterdam, for her thesis ‘Under His Wings: Representations of Self and 

Other in American Missionary Wives’ Life Writing.’ She won a trip to the ‘Roosevelt sites’ in New 

York State: Theodore Roosevelt’s birthplace in New York City and his house Sagamore Hill in 

Oyster Bay, Long Island, as well as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and Museum and Eleanor 

Roosevelt’s house Val-Kill in Hyde Park, New York.  

 

This year’s jury consisted of : 

 - Dr. Joanne van der Woude (University of Groningen) 

- Dr. George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam) 

- Lisanne Walma MA (first prize winner 2013) 



 
 11 

 

 

The jury was impressed with the original topic of Ruth van den Akker’s thesis and the 

meticulousness with which she discussed the subject. Van den Akker placed her subject within the 

historical focus of memorial studies and popular culture. Her thesis offers a powerful demonstration 

of what the study of life writing can reveal about religious history and American expansion. 

Reading the letters and diaries of three missionary wives as they set out with their husbands to 

evangelize Oregon Native Americans in 1836, Ruth van den Akker discusses gender, ethnicity, and 

religion within a larger literary framework. The primary texts are riveting and as readers, we get to 

eavesdrop on vivid encounters between whites and Native Americans. In practice, the missionary 

vocation itself destabilized the gender norms that it was dedicated to upholding. Van den Akker’s 

delicate interpretations reveal departures from the gendered scripts of antebellum Christian culture, 

and then illuminate the cultural and narrative 

resolutions that emerged to patch the rift. With 

sensitivity to her subjects’ subtle motivations 

and yearnings, she shows how they 

simultaneously crossed and policed boundaries. 

Van den Akker puts forth the concept of 

‘spiritualization’ as a ‘strategic narrative tool or 

rhetorical tool’ which is visible in the Biblical 

allusions of the women, as well as in the 

Christian/heathen dichotomy and the long-

standing trope of the noble savage. Although 

this ideas deserves a more thorough historical 

grounding, for example with regards to the older 

American habit of providentialism, the reader is 

duly compensated by the many powerful 

episodes that are recounted, concerning clothing, pregnancy, labor, offspring-all of which were 

scanned for spiritual meaning. In general, the thesis compellingly relates these particular women’s 

stories to broad currents of antebellum and missionary history. 

 

The second prize, a sum of €250, went to University of Amserdam student and former RSC intern 

Lise Koning for her thesis, ‘Race: Between Slavery and Emancipation: Uncle Tom’s Cabin and 

American blackface minstrelsy in the Netherlands from the 1840s to the 1880s.’ 

This extraordinarily well-researched thesis explores nineteenth-century racial performances in the 

United States and in the Netherlands. Koning’s work tackles the important (and very much 

understudied!) topic of Dutch responses to American depictions of race. One of Koning’s strengths 

is how deftly she navigates the many critical studies of American minstrelsy and makes them speak 

to the Dutch situation. Her command of the archive of nineteenth-century newspapers is particularly 

impressive. The astonishing international popularity of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the different stage 

adaptations of Stowe’s original novel are analyzed within a nuanced argument about the diffusion 

of American popular culture. The most remarkable discovery of the thesis is that the Uncle Tom 

plays were performed (‘voluntarily’) by Javanese natives in the 1880s. Therefore, aside from 

sketching the rise and spread of ‘American-ness’ in the nineteenth century, the author actually does 

more than she promises in her introduction by also drawing out the impact of these forms of culture 

in the Dutch colonies. Although the thesis is speculative at times-an understandable problem, given 

the fleeting source material-and its metric of ‘popularity’ perhaps a little simplistic, this work 

overall is outstanding in its depth and coherence. 

The Following theses were also nominated:  

 

Tessa Bijvank (UU), ‘Going It Alone: U.S. Perspectives on the NATO Alliance Prior to the Iraq 

War, 2002-2003’  
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How does the foremost western alliance of the Cold War adapt to a post-Cold War world? This 

thesis explores a pivotal moment in contemporary American diplomatic history. Ultimately, Tessa 

Bijvank arrives at a measured argument: that longstanding American currents of exceptionalism 

were intensified in the wake of September 11, setting in motion a series of tactics that transformed 

and undermined transatlantic alliances. The most compelling parts of the thesis are details about the 

calculated US-led enlargement of NATO and Bijvank’s attention to symbolic actions that came to 

have diplomatic weight. The ways in which the author engages with the wide variety of scholarly 

literature are impressive, as are the moments when she moves away from 2002-2003 to make 

connections and reflect historically, especially in the section on NATO’s history. In discussions of 

broad ideological currents, however, the reader sometimes loses sight of the particularities of 

NATO, which is where the thesis’s key contribution lies. Bijvank also thoughtfully surveys neo-

conservative antagonism to Europe-or more specifically ‘old Europe,’ since overtures to eastern 

Europe and former Soviet satellites in the Bush years were of a very different character. At its most 

sophisticated, her thesis productively challenges some diplomatic vocabularies: ‘unilateralism’ and 

‘multilateralism,’ for instance, are terms that often mask outright national interest. Finally, a 

continual awareness of certain continuities between Bush’s and Obama’s foreign policies underlies 

Bijvank’s astute analysis of an important and fraught period in American foreign policy. 

 

Tracy Doyle (UvA), ‘Water, the City Beautiful & Progressive Conservation in Los Angeles, 1890-

1913’ 

Tracy Doyle shows us how water in the city of Los Angeles-’a city where no city should be’-

brought together different ideologies and practices about nature in urban life at the turn of the 

nineteenth century. Doyle, in precise and well-written prose, describes the different ideologies and 

actors present in the City Beautiful, the conservation movement, new technologies, and how they 

converge in the challenge of supplying drinking and irrigation water to the residents of Los 

Angeles’s infamous sprawl. This account of urban planning in the Progressive Era tells a nuanced 

story, intertwining politics and aesthetics. The strengths are in the details, for instance those 

moments when Doyle navigates the knotty world of LA politics, alternating attention between 

politicians, boosters, and well-intentioned progressive reformers. Ultimately, the thesis argues for a 

harmony beneath the apparent tensions of utilitarianism and beauty. To make this argument, Doyle 

wisely grounds the thesis in particular figures, and deftly structures it around illuminating pairings. 

This brings some of the major concerns of Progressive reformers to life, and illustrates their 

intellectual departures from earlier eras. Charles Mulford Robinson emerges as the patron saint of 

well-ordered, aesthetically sound, medium-sized cities. On balance, the work leans a bit too much 

towards detailed descriptions of national actors, leaving less room for the Los Angeles story to 

come into fruition. But Doyle’s prose feel fresh and varied from the very first page: she succeeds in 

generating genuine interest for a difficult topic, which she tackles with polish and aplomb.  

 

Lieke Rosanne Hendriks (RUN), ‘Reflections of the Nation: The Nineteenth-Century American 

Character and National Mindset in the Portrait Photographs of Mathew Brady and Napoleon 

Sarony’Lieke Rosanne Hendriks examines the cultural work of early American photographs in the 

construction of the nation and the development of the American character. After a scrupulous 

survey of philosophical approaches to photography by Walter Benjamin, Roland Barthes, and Susan 

Sontag, among others, the thesis really comes alive in Hendriks’s imaginative readings of Brady’s 

wonderful pre-Civil War work: her observations combine a keen eye for detail with theoretical and 

historical sophistication. Photography-whether it foregrounds nature or technology as the grand 

author, and whether we see it as realism or as artifice-becomes a national fantasy in nineteenth-

century America. The author pays meticulous attention to the different theories for photographic 

analysis, the photographers themselves, the development of photography, public responses, as well 

as sketching the historical background and American mindset. All these factors support and 

strengthen Hendriks’s detailed analyses of a large number of pictures from the two photographers. 

At times, the thesis is encyclopedic rather than incisive, and it is not always completely clear what 



 
 13 

 

Hendriks’s unique contribution is to the field of American photography studies. Nevertheless, she 

compellingly demonstrates how Brady’s Gallery of Illustrious Americans is an early example of 

composite photography put to nationalist ends, and her interpretations remain lucid and informative.  

 

Rick Lautenbach (VU), ‘The World is Now Our Market for Our Product: Globalization and the 

Tobacco Market in the Region of Virginia and North Carolina, 1865 - 1917’ 

The only one of this year’s nominees to focus on economics, Rick Lautenbach investigates the 

extent to which the globalization of the tobacco trade caused division between planters and 

industrialists in Virginia and North Carolina at the turn of the nineteenth century. He answers that 

question by looking at census figures and the archives of the tobacco industry. Deploying global 

commodity chain theory, the author gives an explanation for the worldwide dominance of the 

American tobacco industry. The strongest contribution comes in the second half, as Lautenbach 

compellingly demonstrates that tobacco was a major engine of economic growth in the ‘New 

South.’ He follows the tobacco market from the struggles of the Freedmen’s Bureau to implement a 

free labor ideology after emancipation, to the consolidation of an effective tobacco monopoly with 

the rise of the American Tobacco Company. Lautenbach productively nods back to some classics of 

history and American Studies, notably W.J. Cash’s Mind of the South and C. Vann Woodward’s 

Origins of the New South. Although the discussions of historiographical debates are particularly 

astute, the thesis could focus more on its central current as the details of international trade are 

treated only sparingly. Nevertheless, Lautenbach makes a brave attempt to engage with a new 

method of research, while also showing us a new way of analyzing Southern culture and 

Reconstruction within the global context of tobacco production.  

  

Pieter Herman Wolf (UU), ‘Explaining the Absence of American Leadership: The Influence of 

Populist Rhetoric and the Politics of Anti-Statism on United States Climate Change Policy’  

With a clear and admirable passion for environmentalism, Pieter Herman Wolf tackles a very recent 

and important issue, showing how ‘typical American traits’ have stalled environmental legislation 

and prevented the U.S. from assuming a leading role in combating global climate change. In that 

sense, his thesis has something in common with indignant classics like Werner Sombart’s 1905 Why 

Is There No Socialism in the United States. It is usually hard to explain an absence, but Wolf finds 

two main answers in the American traditions of populist rhetoric and anti-statism. The part of 

chapter 2 which discusses how lobby groups and business influence politicians is the strongest, and 

shows the author’s ability to explore the difficult interactions that underlie policy formation beyond 

the two factors he delineates. The overall argument relies on some tenuous generalizations, and 

merely hints at a few complications that Wolf would have done well to contemplate: regarding 

populism, for instance, one could follow further the populist hostility to international treaties. 

Furthermore, there is an environmental 

movement in the United States, but it is stifled 

by broad political structures that Wolf could 

address in greater detail, and by the 

manipulation of media by powerful interests, 

which the thesis attends to more compellingly. 

Still, Wolf admirably analyzes small policy 

disputes and gives readers a clear sense of the 

major players in American environmental 

politics. 
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Roosevelt Study Center International Ph.D. Seminar  
September 10-12, 2014, Roosevelt Study Center 

 

In September 2014, the Roosevelt Study Center will gladly host its seventh International Ph.D. 

Seminar, a program for doctoral students in U.S. history and culture who are enrolled in some of the 

most prominent academic institutions in Europe. 

 

After having successfully organized this seminar in close cooperation with the universities of 

Cambridge, Paris (Sorbonne Nouvelle), Heidelberg, and Leiden, for the first time this year the RSC 

will extend such a fruitful partnership as to include in it Ph.D. candidates of the Graduate Institute 

of International and Development Studies in Geneva, the 

Institute d’Études Politique in Paris, the John F. Kennedy 

Institute for North American Studies in Berlin, and the 

London School of Economics and Political Science. 

Moreover, a few selected Ph.D. candidates will be coming 

from different Dutch universities. 

 

Alternatively, students who have participated in this 

program have defined it as ‘crucial,’ ‘very helpful,’ and 

‘inspiring.’ The opportunity to share opinions and 

viewpoints with fellow students, receive feedbacks and 

advice from outstanding scholars based in the partner 

institutions, and test the first findings of their research is 

indeed extremely valuable for Ph.D. candidates in the 

process of writing their final dissertation. The breadth of 

the topics this year will range from American public 

debate to national security policy, from the long-standing 

process of empire building to the numerous intersections 

between U.S. policy and the global cold war.  

 

As a research center whose main mission is to enhance 

education on and knowledge about American history and 

culture, the RSC is thus particularly glad to organize this 

seminar and its whole staff is strongly committed to 

provide the guest students with new ideas and interesting 

stimuli for their research. 

Ph.D. students who are interested in attending are invited 

to contact the RSC at rsc@zeeland.nl.  

 

Program: 

 

Wednesday September 10  

Arrival in Middelburg in afternoon and hotel check-in. 

 

Thursday September 11  

Ph.D. Seminar at Roosevelt Study Center, Abdij 8, Middelburg  

(20 minutes presentation, 40 minutes discussion, 15 minutes coffee break)  

 

9.00-12.30 Session 1 - The Public Arena 

Chaired by Hans Krabbendam 

- Christine Armacost (Rotterdam Business School/Fordham University, New York),  

mailto:rsc@zeeland.nl
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 ‘The Proof of Our Place in the World:’ 9/11 and the Contemporary U.S. Novel  

- Oliver Elliott (London School of Economics, London),  

 From Democrat to Despot: Syngman Rhee in the American and British Media 

- Una Bergmane (Institute d’Études Politique, Paris), 

 The US Congress and the Collapse of the USSR: Congressional Reactions  

 to Baltic Claims for Independence (1989-1991)   

 

12.30-13.30 Lunch Break 

 

13.30-15.45  Session 2 - The Global Cold War 

 Chaired by Giles Scott-Smith 

- Valeria E. Benko (John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies, Berlin),  

 How the West Was Won: Global North-South Issues in the Making of American  

 Transatlantic Foreign Policy (1974-1977) 

- Farzan Sabet (Graduate Institute Geneva),  

 The West’s Nuclear Diplomacy with Pahlavi Iran, 1974-1978: Balancing 

 Non-proliferation with Economic Interests in the Shadow of the Indian  

 ‘Peaceful Nuclear Explosion’ 

 

16.00-18.15  Session 3 - National Security 

 Chaired by Dario Fazzi 

- Daniel G. Pronk (Netherlands Ministry of Defense, The Hague),  

 Spying on the MiG’s: The U.S. Military Liaison Mission and the Warsaw Pact Air Forces  

 in East-Germany (1964-1988) 

- Andrea Chiampan (Graduate Institute Geneva),  

 Keeping the Americans In and the Missiles Out: Anglo-American Relations and  

 the Politics of NATO’s Nuclear Weapons (1973-1976) 

 

Friday September 12 

PhD Seminar at Roosevelt Study Center, Abdij 8, Middelburg  

(20 minutes presentation, 40 minutes discussion, 15 minutes coffee break)  

 

 

9.00-12.30  Session 4 - Empire-Building 

Chaired by Kees van Minnen 

- Gaetano Di Tommaso (Institute d’Études Politique, Paris),  

 Foreign Policy in the Making: How Private Interests and Public Concerns Took  

 the Wheel in the U.S. Drive towards the Middle East after WWI (1918-1920) 

 

- Thomas Bottelier (European University Institute, Florence),  

 ‘Greeks in the American Empire’: Toward a Re-Conceptualization & -Periodization  

 of the Anglo-American Transition of Power 

- Cees Heere (London School of Economics, London),  

 ‘His Impulsiveness Is a Danger’: The British Empire, Theodore Roosevelt,  

 and the Problem of Japan (1905-1909) 

 

12.30  Farewell Lunch and Departure  
 

 

The U.N. and the Post-War Global Order: Bretton Woods in Perspective  

September 17-19, 2014, Roosevelt Study Center, Middelburg 
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2014 marks the 70
th

 anniversary of the United Nations Monetary and Financial conference, held at 

the Mount Washington Hotel, Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in the summer of 1944. The 

conference, which involved 730 delegates from all of the 44 nations gathered under the United 

Nations banner at that time, laid out the basic rules and regulations for the post-war world economy. 

Out of the conference came the plans and ambitions for the post-war global economic order: The 

International Monetary Fund, the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and the 

General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade.  

 

Most of the literature on Bretton Woods has focused so far on the two key players in the 

negotiations: Harry Dexter White of the United States and John Maynard Keynes of Great Britain. 

This conference will bring together an important group of scholars who will discuss the latest 

research on Bretton Woods from two unique perspectives. Firstly, there will be presentations on the 

standpoints, approaches, and contacts of other nations beyond the US and the UK; Secondly, the 

role and influence of the private sector at Bretton Woods will be brought into focus.  

 

These two themes, coupled with new insights into the U.S.-U.K. relationship and the lasting 

legacies of Bretton Woods, mean that this conference will provide an important addition to a 

broader understanding of this crucial moment in post-war planning.  

 

Program: 

 

Wednesday September 17 

Keynote Lecture:  

Prof. Eric Helleiner (University of Waterloo, Canada): ‘What’s Been Missing from Conventional 

Histories of Bretton Woods?’ 

 

Panel I: Bretton Woods: The Pre-War and Post-War Order 

-J. Simon Rofe (SOAS): ‘Prelude to the Future: The Antecedents of the Bretton Woods 

Architecture’ 

Michael Hopkins (University of Liverpool): ‘Dean Acheson, Bretton Woods and the American Role 

in the International Economy’ 

-Sergei Kudryashov (German Historical Institute, Moscow): ‘The Soviet Union and the Bretton 

Woods Conference’ 
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Thursday September 18  

 

Panel II: Multinational Perspectives  

-Thierry Grosbois (University of Luxembourg): ‘The Benelux’s Monetary Diplomacy and the 

Bretton Woods Conference’ 

-Eric Monnet (Banque de France): ‘French Monetary Policy and the Bretton Woods System: 

Criticisms, Proposals and Conflicts’ 

-Christy Thornton (New York University): ‘Mexico at Bretton Woods: Postwar Planning and the 

Influence of the United States’ Southern Neighbor’ 

 

Panel III: Multinational Perspectives 

-Michael Franczak (Boston College): ‘Asia at Bretton Woods: India, China, and Australasia in 

Comparative Perspective’ 

-Roberto Duran (Catholic University of Chile): ‘Latin American Diplomacy at the Bretton Woods 

Conference’ 

-Archna Negi (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi): ‘Examining the Impact of the ‘South’ at 

the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference: An Analysis of Indian Participation’ 

 

Panel IV: The ITO and the GATT 

-David Woolner (Roosevelt Institute / Bard College): ‘The Man Who Wasn’t There: Cordell Hull, 

Bretton Woods and the Creation of GATT’ 

-Francine McKenzie (University of Western Ontario): ‘The GATT/ITO and the Global Order after 

the Second World War: Planning, Prosperity, and Peace’ 

-Ruth Jachertz (Jacobs University, Bremen): ‘The Missing Triplet: Bretton Woods and the Fate of 

the International Trade Organization’ 

 

Panel V: Private Sector Perspectives and the End of Bretton Woods  

-Ben Wubs (Erasmus University Rotterdam): ‘Beyen at Bretton Woods: A Dutch Delegation 

Leader coming from the World of International Business and Banking’ 

-Tim Wintour (Kent State University): ‘New Lanes in Uncharted Seas: The Federal Reserve and the 

Political Economy of Bretton Woods’ 

-Kathleen Rasmussen (Office of the Historian, U.S. Department of State): ‘The Nixon 

Administration, the Exchange Crises of 1973, and the End of Bretton Woods’ 

 

 

For further details and registration please contact Giles Scott-Smith at g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl 

mailto:g.scott-smith@zeeland.nl
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New Collections  
The Roosevelt Study Center has recently expanded its collection 

with new parts of the Documentary History of the Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Presidency. From now on the following parts are 

available in the RSC library: part 17, ‘Berlin Crisis, Part 2: Geneva 

and Its Aftermath,’ part 18, ‘Presidential inability,’ part 19, ‘Fidel 

Castro’s Rise to Power and the Eisenhower Administration,’ part 

20, ‘The Interstate Highway System,’ and part 21, ‘NASA and the 

Space Program.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Microfilm/fiche Reader  
The Roosevelt Study Center has recently purchased a new digital 

microfilm/fiche reader. This brings the total range of the RSC up to two 

digital machines and five manual machines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanaf 1 januari 2015  is er weer een stageplaats beschikbaar bij het Roosevelt Study Center. 

Voor de vacature zie blz. 32.  
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FULBRIGHT INFORMATIE   
 

Fulbright News 
Het Fulbright Center in Amsterdam, officieel geheten de Netherlands America Commission for 

Educational Exchange en in het verleden opererend onder de naam NACEE, is op zoek naar de 

contactgegevens van alumni. Ontving u een Fulbright-beurs van deze organisatie of nam u deel aan 

een van de andere programma’s, stuur dan een mail met uw contactgegevens naar 

m.kolsteren@fulbright.nl. U ontvangt dan een uitnodiging voor de viering van het 65-jarig bestaan 

later dit jaar. 

 

Toelatingstests zoals de TOEFL en de GRE kan nu ook bij het Fulbright Center, op loopafstand van 

Amsterdam Centraal station. Meld je aan via www.prometric.com en selecteer Amsterdam als 

testcenter. 

 

Word fan van onze Facebook Pagina:  

http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter 

 

Volg de tweets van Fabienne van den Bor, educational adviser:  

http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL  

 

Fulbright Scholars 2014 / 2015 
  

Interview with Benjamin Radcliff, Fulbright RSC Distinguished Research Chair 2014 

Benjamin Radcliff, staying from March 1 to June 31, 2014, at the Roosevelt Study Center  is 

working on his project; ‘The Roosevelt Legacy and the Study of Human Well-Being.’ He was 

interviewed about his work and experiences as a Fulbright scholar.  

 

 

Can you give a description about your research topic 

My work is rooted in the new social scientific research 

program on human happiness (‘happiness economics’). I 

examine the relationship between public policies and well-

being, attempting to determine what kind of policies are most 

conductive to ‘the greatest happiness for the greatest number’. 

My prior book The Political Economy of Human Happines, 

offers such an appraisal, using differences across countries to 

assess the effects of policies on happiness.  

 

 

How does your position at the RSC fit into this research?  

My currect project is an extension of this study that is devoted exclusively to the United States. In 

addition to econometric analyses of data I am doing a historical-interprative work, attempting to 

compare political opposition to the New Deal to political opposition nowadays against the policies 

of Obama, among other the opposition by the tea party. In both cases accusations of socialism and 

un-Americanism can be found. The holdings of the RSC of the New Deal Era are extremely helpful 

in the historical recreation of this debate.  

 

mailto:m.kolsteren@fulbright.nl
http://www.prometric.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StudereninAmerika.FulbrightCenter
http://twitter.com/FulbrightNL


 
 20 

 

 

How are you experiencing life in The Netherlands?  

I came to Middelburg with my wife Amy. We like to explore the restaurants and the market in the 

old city center of Middelburg. Amy recently bought a bike and is planning to make some bike rides 

through Zeeland to visit the Deltawerken among others. She is also trying to get some writing done 

on non-fiction literature. Living and working here feels like a sabbatical. Though I am doing a lot of 

work we have temporarily escaped our lives in the United States. Leaving behind home, friends and 

everyday chores, we adopted a much simpler back-to-basics lifestyle in a small apartment, focusing 

on the essentials. Once my four-month period at the RSC is finished we will stay in The 

Netherlands for the rest of the year to get to know the country better and to get in touch with the 

academic network in other cities.  

 

If you could take one thing from The Netherlands back with you to the States, what would it be? 

I would like people in the U.S. to bring the Dutch mentality with me. People here seem to be more 

happy, more satisfied with their lives. They appear more relaxed and  carefree and enjoy life and its 

‘gezelligheid’. 

 

Niek de Vries 

 
Prof. dr. William Harris, ‘The South since the Civil War: A History’  

William Harris will be staying at the Roosevelt Study Center from 

01-09-2014 till 31-12-2014. Professor Harris is associated with the 

History Department of the University of New Hampshire  

In writing a narrative and interprative history of the U.S. South 

since the Civil War, William Harris traces major developments in 

economy, politics and culture. He pays special attention  the writers 

of the South. Harris argues that southern history was shaped by a 

particular racial regime and a mythic ideal of the southern past and 

that southern history as such came to an end in the aftermath of  the 

Civil Rights revolution. He expects the collection of the RSC to be 

of use for his work on the Franklin D. Roosevelt years of the The 

Great Depression, The New Deal and the World War II. 

 

 
 

Prof. dr. Leslie Moore, ‘Research and Teaching in/as Cultural-Linguistic 

Contact Zones’  

Leslie Moore of Ohio State University, Department Teaching and Learning, will 

be staying as a Fulbright scholar related at the University of Utrecht from 01-

09-2014 till 31-12-2014. At the Department of Intercultural Education/ 

Pedagogy, she will do research for parent programs for Moroccan immigrants. 

She will also cooperate in teaching a course in education, youth and 

international help.   

 
 

Prof. dr. Thomas Cooke, ‘The Effects of Non-custodial Children on 

Migration’ 

Thomas Cooke of the University of Connecticut, Department of 

Geography, will be staying at the University of Groningen from 01-09-

2014 till 31-12-2014. At the Department of Spacial Sciences. He will be 

involved in both research and teaching there.   
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CONFERENTIES  

Transatlantic Studies Association Conference   

July 7-9, 2014, Ghent University  

  
 

 

 

 

 

In 1814 the Treaty of Ghent was signed, bringing to an end the War of 1812 between Britain and 

the United States. 1914 saw the outbreak of four years of devastation with World War I. To 

celebrate two hundred years of peace and alliance between Britain and the United States and the 

role of Europe in bringing it about, and to mark the remembrance of the First World War, the TSA 

will hold its first annual conference outside Britain and Ireland in the city of Ghent, Belgium. 

The Association’s membership has always incorporated both North America and Europe, but it is 

the intention with this conference to welcome in particular the input and participation of new 

members from across these regions.   

Anglo-American relations were central to transatlantic affairs through the 20
th
 century, but other 

nations - Canada, Germany, Italy, France, the Scandinavian countries, Poland and Central Europe, 

Turkey, the Iberian countries - have also played important roles. Any consideration of the 

contemporary transatlantic region must now also include the rising powers of Latin America, and 

the increasing interactions between them, North America, and Europe, be they cultural, political, 

virtual, or economic.   

 

Monday July 7   

15:00 Registration opens: Het Pand  

17:00 - 18:30 Conference Welcome and First Plenary Round-Table Discussion 

18:30 - 19:30 Wine reception  

 

Tuesday July 8  

9:00 - 10:30 Panels Session 1 

A. Transatlantic Belgians in an Age of Internationalism 

B. 1812/1814: War and Peace 

C. World War One: International Perspectives 

D. The United States and Central / Southern Europe 

E. US Security Post-9/11  

10:30 - 11:00 Tea / Coffee  

11:00 - 12:00 Plenary Session II 

Jamie Shea (Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Emerging Security Challenges, NATO), 

‘Emerging Security Challenges - A NATO Perspective’ 

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch  
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13:30 - 15:00 Panels Session 2 

A. ‘Our foreign affairs do not seem to clear up at all’: A Critical Reappraisal of Thomas 

Jefferson’s Influence on US Foreign Policy 

B. The Impression and Importance of Film 

C. World War One and its Aftermath 

D. The United States and Western Europe: Bilateral Relations 

E. Europe-US: What Future? 

15:00 - 15:30 Tea / Coffee 

 

15:30 - 17:00 Panels Session 3 

A. Civil Aviation 

B. Transatlantic Dimensions of North American Security 

C. Transatlantic Transitions in the 19
th
 Century 

D. The Transnational ‘Wild West’ 

E. Intellectuals, Modernization, and Peace 

17:00 - 17:15 Tea / Coffee 

17:15 - 18:00 TSA Annual General Meeting and JTS Editor’s Report  

18:00 - 19:00 Plenary Session III 

 

Wednesday July 9 
9:00 - 10:30 Panels Session 4 

A. Civil Aviation (Chair: Alan Dobson) 

B. Eleanor Roosevelt as a Public Diplomat: A Transatlantic Affair 

C. US-UK Literary Interchange 

D. The United States, the Balkans, and the Middle East 

E. Dealing with the United States in the 1960s and 1970s 

10:30 - 11:00 Tea/Coffee  

11:00 - 12:30 Panel Session 5 

A. The 1814-1914 Peace Centenary: Commemoration and Trans-Atlantic Relations 

B. Race and Transatlantic Literature 

C. The 1930s: Socio-Economic and Cultural Perspectives 

D. Societies, Relationships, and Dilemmas 

E. The United States and the Balkans 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch  

13:30 - 15:00 Panels Session 6 

A. Views from Abroad: American (Anti-)Slavery and its Aftermath in a Transatlantic 

Perspective 

B. Transatlantic Literary Dialogues 

C. The Rooseveltian Era 

D. Contemporary Perspectives on 1970’s US History 

E. Europe-US: What Future? II 

15:00 - 15:30 Tea / Coffee 

15:30 - 17:00 Panels Session 7 

A. The United States and Great Britain in Latin America in the 20
th

 Century I (Chair: 

Thomas Mills) 

B. Religion and Migration 

C. Shaping Transatlantic Identities  

(Chair: Sirpab Salenius) 

D. Private Diplomacy (Chair: Giles Scott-Smith) 

E. Energy Security 

17:00 - 18:00 Plenary Session IV 
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Gregory Castle (Arizona State University): ‘The Literary Diaspora and Configurations of the 

Transatlantic’ 

19:00 Conference Dinner at Foyer, St.-Baafsplein 17 (Cathedral square) 

 

Thursday  July 10 

9:00 - 10:30 Panels Session 8 

A. Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland in American Visions and (U.S.) Policy, 1919-1925 

B. The United States and Great Britain in Latin America in the 20
th

 Century II (Chair: 

Gaynor Johnson) 

C. Subcultures and Identities 

D. NATO and Nuclear Relations 

E. New Perspectives on Public and Private Diplomacy (Early 20th Century) 

10:30 - 11:00 Tea / Coffee  

11:00 - 12:30 Roundtable: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the War of 1812 and Peace of 1814 

12:30 - 13.30 Lunch and close of Conference 

 

 
 

J. William Fulbright in International Perspective:  

Liberal Internationalism and U.S. Global Influence Conference 
April 17-18, 2015, University of Arkansas Fayetteville, Arkansas, 

Diane D. Blair Center of Southern Politics and Society 

 
Call for Papers 
Senator William J. Fulbright is without doubt one of the titans of U.S. 

politics in the twentieth century. The longest-serving chairman of the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Fulbright was senator for 

Arkansas for thirty years (1944-74) and left a singular imprint on U.S. 

foreign policy during those decades. As a result his stature is possibly 

as great internationally as nationally. This conference brings together a 

selected group of scholars to examine Fulbright’s contribution and re-

assess his legacy in the context of U.S. foreign relations, and, more 

broadly, global developments in the twentieth century.  

 

 

The two-day conference is built around two central themes, which partly overlap but also contrast 

with each other in important ways. Firstly, we want to consider the Fulbright Program itself as the 

embodiment of the Senator’s aim to both contribute to the fostering of a global intellectual elite 

centered on the United States, as well as internationalize U.S. culture and society. Arguably 

Fulbright’s most lasting achievement, the Program has proved to be a vital element in global 

knowledge transfer, with around 325,000 alumni to date. While we welcome proposals that address 

the domestic and political origins of the exchange program, we are particularly interested in 

proposals that examine the Fulbright program in local contexts across space and time. 

 

 

Secondly, the conference will focus on Fulbright’s contributions toward liberal internationalism in 

the twentieth century. From his early legal work in international law to his later career on the global 

stage, the Arkansas Senator is a political paradigm for a certain kind of U.S. world leadership based 

on effective international organizations (including the UN) and the promotion of modernization and 

development abroad. In this respect, his opposition to the Vietnam war exemplifies Fulbright’s 

particular vision on the uses and abuses of U.S. power globally. Committed to liberal 

http://www.foyerntgent.be/
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internationalism and multilateral governance, Fulbright was also at heart a Southern politician, who 

embraced the region’s sectional interests, including opposition to the civil rights’ agenda. That 

contrast between provincialism and cosmopolitan aspirations shows a divide that still has 

consequences for America’s global policies, and for the perceptions others have of the U.S. 

international presence. 

 

 

Proposals are welcome that address, as individual papers (no group panels) the following: any 

aspect of Fulbright’s philosophy, its effects on other nations’ foreign policy conduct or style of 

internationalism, the embodiments and contradictions of Fulbright’s approach to the 

internationalism of his day, particular southern variants of mid-century internationalism, racial, 

class, and gender aspects of liberal internationalism or the Fulbright exchange program, and the 

tensions between provincialism and cosmopolitanism inherent in Fulbright’s career. 

 

The conference, sponsored by the Diane D. Blair Center of Southern Politics and Society, will be 

part of its distinguished Blair-Rockefeller Legacy Series. The event  ‘J. William Fulbright in 

International Perspective’ will be the sixth in the Series, which was inaugurated in 2001 with an 

analysis of the Clinton Administration, and has most recently included an examination of the legacy 

of George W. Bush’s foreign policy. The Center will provide substantial coverage of travel and 

lodging costs. For more information about the Blair Center initiatives go to: 

http://blaircenter.uark.edu/3764.php  

 

Please send a 400 word abstract, together with a short CV (4 pp. max.) to:  

fulbrightlegacy@gmail.com by June 15, 2014. 

 

The convenors expect to publish a selection of revised papers as chapters in an ensuing volume. 

 

Organizing Committee: 

Alessandro Brogi, University of Arkansas 

Giles Scott-Smith, Roosevelt Study Center and University of Leiden 

David J. Snyder, University of South Carolina  

 

 

 

https://exchange.uark.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=BkQFlii8AkOFOoPmciEIjqsvxG5hHdEI0gIusmENgG9uCvx0woln75cF39HOg3flAEC9mjhVS5M.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fblaircenter.uark.edu%2f3764.php
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NIEUWE PUBLICATIES  
 

The Long Voyage: Selected Letters of Malcolm Cowley, 1915-1987. Edited by Hans Bak. 

Foreword by Robert Cowley. Harvard University Press, 2014.  

Critic, poet, editor, chronicler of the ‘lost generation,’ and elder statesman of the Republic of 

Letters, Malcolm Cowley (1898-1989) was an eloquent witness to much of twentieth-century 

American literary and political life. These letters, the vast majority previously unpublished, provide 

an indelible self-portrait of Cowley and his time, and make possible a full appreciation of his long 

and varied career. 

Perhaps no other writer aided the careers of so many poets and novelists. Faulkner, Fitzgerald, 

Hemingway, Kerouac, Tillie Olsen, and John Cheever are among the many authors Cowley knew 

and whose work he supported. A poet himself, Cowley enjoyed the company of writers and knew 

how to encourage, entertain, and when necessary scold them. At the center of his epistolary life 

were his friendships with Kenneth Burke, Allen Tate, Conrad Aiken, and Edmund Wilson. By turns 

serious and thoughtful, humorous and gossipy, Cowley’s letters to these and other correspondents 

display his keen literary judgment and ability to navigate the world of publishing. 

The letters also illuminate Cowley’s reluctance to speak out against Stalin and the Moscow Trials 

when he was on staff at The New Republic-and the consequences of his agonized evasions. His 

radical past would continue to haunt him into the Cold War era, as he became caught up in the 

notorious ‘Lowell Affair’ and was summoned to testify in the Alger Hiss trials. 

Hans Bak supplies helpful notes and a preface that assesses Cowley’s career, and Robert Cowley 

contributes a moving foreword about his father.  
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Transnational Anti-Communism and the Cold War: Agents, Activities, and Networks. Edited by 

Luc van Dongen, Stéphanie Roulin and Giles Scott-Smith. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.  
How was anti-communism organized in the West? Was it all run by the CIA? The new book 

Transnational Anti-Communism and the Cold War: Agents, Activities, and Networks covers the 

organisation, aims, and arguments of a range of transnational anti-communist activists during the 

Cold War. While the CIA were obviously important, other motives, interests, and financial sources 

were available.   

 

This book opens up new fields of research to explore how far anti-communism was actually 

planned, coordinated, and structured across Western nations. By taking a transnational approach, 

the book moves beyond simply reducing anti-communist activities to the interests of governments 

and instead focuses on the role of individuals and private networks, how they organized themselves, 

and how they pursued their own interests. While Cold Warriors in both the U.S. and Europe called 

for an anti-communist ‘crusade’, various factors - geopolitical interests, elitist prejudices, 

ideological divisions, religious beliefs - were influential in fuelling activism. Neither was there 

much coordination - different groups often overlapped, and there was constant competition for 

resources. The book demonstrates the complex array of forces, factions, and frictions that were 

active during the Cold War, and shows that Western anti-communism, despite its apparently 

straight-forward goal to oppose Soviet power, moved along many different paths simultaneously.   

This book is the outcome of cooperation between the RSC’s Giles Scott-Smith and the Swiss 

researchers Luc van Dongen and Stephanie Roulin from the University of Fribourg. In October 

2011 van Dongen and Roulin organized the conference ‘Les dimensions transnationale de 

l’anticommunisme de la guerre froid’ in Fribourg, where Scott-Smith gave the keynote lecture. 

Drawing on several papers from that event and adding other authors to cover specific topics, the 

book provides unique insights on individuals and organisations not previously studied. The 

publication will be officially launched with a symposium in Fribourg on  June 3, 2014.  
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BEURZEN & SCRIPTIEPRIJS 

 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 
NASA offers a travel grant, of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 

research trips to the United States. The grant is named after prof. Rob Kroes, former NASA and 

EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The  grant is available for Masters and 

Ph.D. students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply.  

The regulations are as follows: 

1) Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary of 

their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

2) The deadline for submitting applications is December 31, 2015; 

3) All applications should be sent to Hans Krabbendam at jl.krabbendam@zeeland.nl 

4) A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by January 15; 

5) Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (+/-1000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 

Newsletter and on the NASA website. 

6) The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 

 

The grantee for 2014 is Lennaert van Heumen from Radboud University 

Nijmegen. His Ph.D. project explores the different blueprints on European 

cooperation and integration  present  in  the  1940s  and  1950s  and  in  

particular  the  transfer  of  American  ideas  of federalism  and  democracy  to  

this  process  of  early  European  integration.  The  objective  of  this proposal 

is to gain new insights in the role of the United States and its political system as 

a model in defining European federal and democratic concepts on which early 

European integration was based.The sources include several transnational and 

transatlantic networks such as the American committee on United Europe,  the  

European  Movement  and  the  Action  Committee  for  a  United  States  of  

Europe,  three American and European organizations that were solely dedicated 

at promoting European integration through their extended transnational 

networks and personal contacts. Lennaert is presently in Washington D.C. to 

mine the holdings of the Georgetown University Library, and the National 

Archives and Records Administration. 

 

Scriptieprijs Volkskrant en IISG  
De Volkskrant en het Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis (IISG) loven voor de vijfde 

keer de Volkskrant-IISG Scriptieprijs voor Geschiedenis uit. In aanmerking komen MA-scripties 

met een nationaal of internationaal historisch onderwerp die tussen 1 augustus 2013 en 12 

september 2014 zijn geschreven en beoordeeld aan een Nederlandse universiteit.  

De scriptie dient in een digitale en in twee papieren versies te worden ingediend en te worden 

voorzien van een beknopte aanbeveling van de docent. Ook studenten van andere studies dan 

geschiedenis, zijn van harte uitgenodigd mee te dingen naar de prijs. Het IISG heeft een geldprijs 

van 1500 euro beschikbaar gesteld voor de winnende scriptie. De beste scriptie krijgt aandacht in de 

Volkskrant, op kennislink en historici.nl. De afgelopen jaren waren diverse andere media 

geïnteresseerd in een interview met de winnaar. De uiterste inleverdatum is 12 september 2014. 

Voor meer info zie:http://socialhistory.org/nl/nieuws/oproep-volkskrant-iisg-scriptieprijs-voor-

geschiedenis-2014 

 

http://historici.nl/
http://socialhistory.org/nl/nieuws/oproep-volkskrant-iisg-scriptieprijs-voor-geschiedenis-2014
http://socialhistory.org/nl/nieuws/oproep-volkskrant-iisg-scriptieprijs-voor-geschiedenis-2014
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LEZINGEN/TENTOONSTELLINGEN  
 

 

 

Exhibition:Margaret Bourke-White  

Current - June 29, 2014, The Hague Museum of Photography  

In the male-dominated world of early twentieth-century photojournalism, Margaret Bourke-White 

(1904-1971) was a striking exception to the rule. She was the first woman to work for Fortune and 

Life Magazine. In Russia, she photographed a smiling Stalin and in Georgia the aged mother of the 

dictator. In 1941, when the first German bombs fell on Moscow, Bourke-White was the only 

foreign photojournalist in the city. Fearlessly, she covered the work of medical teams behind the 

front line. Many of her images are unforgettable, like the ones she took following the liberation of 

the Buchenwald concentration camp by American troops. This exhibition at the Hague Museum of 

Photography comprises  over 180 original vintage photographs taken in the Soviet Union, 

Czechoslovakia, Germany, England and Italy in the 1930s and 40s. 

 

 

Lecture: Michael Cunningham   

June 7, 2014,  Posthoornkerk, Amsterdam 

On the 7
th
 of June, Pullitzer Prize winner Michael Cunningham will give a lecture about his new 

novel The Snow Queen. This book follows two brothers, Barrett and Tyler. As they grapple with 

aging and loss, the one turns to religion after seeing a nighttime vision in Central Park, the other to 

drugs. In The Snow Queen we follow the two brothers who in their search for transcendence take 

entirely different paths. ‘Cunningham’s story is about how we reconcile our closest human 

relationships with our innermost thoughts, hopes, and fears,’ according to Publisher’s Weekly. 

This event is organized by the John Adams institute.  

Moderator: Koen Kleijn  

Admission: Members €13,00 Non members €19,00 Students €15,00  

 

 

Lecture: Amanda Gefter 
June 11, 2014, People’s Place, Amsterdam  
Amanda Gefter will give a lecture about her new book, Trespassing on Einstein’s Lawn. She is a 

consultant for New Scientist magazine, where she previously served six years as Books & Arts 

editor and founded CultureLab. Gefter was a 2012-13 Knight Science Journalism Fellow at MIT. In 

addition to physics and cosmology, she is fascinated by neuroscience and philosophy of mind and 

loves literature and modern art. Gefters writing has been featured in New Scientist, Scientific 

American, Edge.org, Sky and Telescope, Astronomy.com, Mercury, Forbes and the Philadelphia 

Inquirer, as well as in the book This Will Make You Smarter. 

This event is organized by the John Adams institute.  

Admission: Members €13,00 Non members €19,00 Students €15,00  

 

 

Lecture: Clive Thompson  
June 26, 2014, De Nieuwe Poort, Amsterdam  

Internet is altering our minds in subtle and profound ways. But how? Does the web dumb us down 

or are new technologies boosting our abilities? Clive Thompson is one of today’s most prominent 

technology thinkers and writes for The New York Times Magazineand Wired. In his new 

bookSmarter Than You Think (We Worden Steeds Slimmer in the Dutch translation by Maven 

Publishing) he claims that internet has broadened the base of our collective memory. Using 

technology for things we don’t do well frees up our mental resources and allows us to do more 

http://www.newscientist.com/
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important cognitive work. People adapt, says Thompson: we embrace the new and at the same time 

retain what’s good of the old. Join us for a discussion about the promises and pitfalls of 

technologies and the people that use them.  

Moderator: Yvonne Zonderop  

Admission: Members €13,00 Non members €19,00 Students €15,00  

 

Exhibition: The Hitchcock Touch 
July 24 - September 30, 2014, EYE, Amsterdam  
This summer EYE pays tribute to Alfred Hitchcock, one of Britain’s most iconic and influential 

filmmakers, with a major retrospective including nine restored silent films in new, digital copies. 

Some of these will tour the country during the retrospective.The Hitchcock Touch takes place from 

July 24.until the end of September and comes with music performances, a course and 

lectures.Thirty years after his death, Hitchcock is still an iconic figure in popular culture. 

His Vertigo was voted best film of all time. This summer EYE brings The Hitchcock Touch, 

featuring the most important films of the Master of Suspense, ranging from his English sound films 

of the 1930s, classic masterpieces like Rear Window, Vertigo and Psycho, to later films like Frenzy 

and Family Plot.The British Film Institute restored nine of Hitchcock’s early silent pictures (‘The 

Hitchcock 9’), with the help of three films from EYE’s collections: Hitchcock’s directorial debut 

The Pleasure Garden (1926), Easy Virtue (1927) and Downhill (1927). His later films are often 

characterized by an exuberant mix of espionage, romance, humour and suspense, though Hitchcock 

also had an eye for the tormented human psyche (Rebecca), and challenged several taboos (Janet 

Leigh’s brassiere in Psycho). Hitchcock left his mark on many art forms. His brilliant scripts and 

visual inventions are still impressively powerful today. 

The Hitchcock Touch program explores the relationships between Hitchcock’s films in a series of 

talks focussing on the themes and visual characteristics of his works, which are screened in new, 

digital copies. Some of these will be also be shown in Dutch film theatres across the country while 

the retrospective takes place in EYE. 

 

 

 

Exhibition: Mark Rothko  

October 20, 2014 - January 1, 2015, Gemeentemusuem Den Haag 

The Gemeentemuseum Den Haag wil feature an exhibition of the works of the renowned artist 

Mark Rothko. Rothko is famous for the ‘classic style’ he used from the 1950s onward. By painting 

large colour fields on outsize canvases, he aimed to use colour to evoke emotion: from jubilant 

yellow and pink to sombre blue and black. The vast square or rectangular monochromes seem to 

overflow their canvases and were intended by Rothko to overwhelm and engulf the viewer.  

The exhibition will include plenty of these ‘classic style’ paintings but also examples of the less 

well-known early work, in which Rothko moved towards abstraction via a kind of Fauve-like 

Realism and a highly personal form of Surrealism. The exhibition will draw on recent research on 

Rothko’s transitional period. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a lavishly illustrated catalogue containing essays by Harry 

Cooper, Franz-W. Kaiser, Joost Zwagerman and other writers. 
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VACATURES & STAGEPLAATSEN  
  

Charles University Prague: New American Studies Position: U.S. Policy Studies  

The Department of American Studies at the Faculty of Social 

Sciences of Charles University in Prague, the Czech Republic  is 

announcing a vacancy for a full-time academic position in U.S. 

Policy Studies. While the Search Committee will consider 

candidates from a variety of disciplines, consideration will be 

given to those who specialize in U.S. public policy making 

processes, primarily since the end of the Cold War. All candidates 

must satisfy the requirements specified below. The deadline for 

applications is Sunday June 15, midnight Central European time. 

As one of the most prestigious European universities and one of 

the oldest in the world, Charles University was founded in 1348 and is today a powerhouse public 

research university with 17 different faculties, institutes, research centers, and over 50,000 students. 

Its unique history, heritage and vibrant life make Prague ‘the heart of Europe’ in culture and 

knowledge production and transfer. The Czech Republic is one of the most affordable countries to 

live and work in the region, and its geographical location provides easy access to most other parts 

of Europe. 

Required: 

PhD in hand by October 1, 2014 at the latest  

  

Specializing in:   
- U.S. public policy making processes, especially domestic public policy and/or foreign policy, and 

their impact on culture and society  

- Including, but primarily since the end of the Cold War to the present day   

- With some record and a clear potential for high level professional (academic and policy) research 

outputs 

- A demonstrated record of versatility and breadth in teaching, academic service, and administrative 

duties (including co-editing departmental publications, grant writing, international collaboration) 

 

Preferred:  

- Ability to integrate methodology-based teaching into the Department’s training structure 

- Experience in international education (study abroad, international students, international 

collaboration) 

- Specialization in a U.S. marginalized group - their history and current relationship to (image, 

participation and influence on) mainstream U.S. politics and policy  

- Research experience in a European language other than English; willingness to learn Czech 

- A demonstrated record of ability to adjust to and succeed in different administrative, cultural and 

social systems (such as living and working in a ‘foreign’ country)  

The position includes:  

 

- Teaching load of 4/4 courses with some latitude  

- Academic service, including consultation, supervision of undergraduate and Master’s theses 

- Research and publishing in leading scholarly and professional journals, and with renown presses 

- Administrative duties, including co-editing departmental publications, grant writing, international 

collaboration 
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The application must contain:  

- An academic Curriculum Vita;  

- A cover letter / letter of statement;   

- A writing sample (max. 25 pages);   

- Two letters of recommendation   

 

Send complete and printed  applications by Sunday June 15, 2014 midnight Central 

European time to:   

 

Office of Personnel, Faculty of Social Sciences   

Charles University in Prague   

Smetanovo nábř. 6   

Praha 1, 110 00   

Czech Republic  

Early submissions are especially appreciated.   

The Search Committee reserves the right to notify ONLY those candidates who are selected to 

advance to the second round of selection.  

Questions about the position should be directed toamerican.studies@fsv.cuni.cz  

Fulbright Center Stageprogramma  
Wil je stage lopen in de Verenigde Staten? Studeer je in het hoger onderwijs of ben je nog geen jaar 

afgestudeerd? Dan hebben we het juiste programma voor je.   

 

Het stageprogramma van het Fulbright Center biedt Nederlandse WO, HBO en MBO studenten de 

gelegenheid deel te nemen aan de American way of life. Het Fulbright Center kan dan een visum 

voor je regelen voor een stage van maximaal twaalf maanden. Jij regelt een stageplek, wij regelen 

de visumdocumenten en een basisverzekering tegen ziektekosten en bieden je een uitstekende 

voorbereiding.  

 

Het Fulbright Center is de meest betaalbare aanbieder van deze dienstverlening in Nederland. Heb 

je vragen? Mail dan naar: r.saya@fulbright.nl of bel naar 020-5315930. Meer informatie op 

www.fulbright.nl onder ‘programma’s’.  

 

Stagiair(e) bij de Directie Westelijk Halfrond - Afdeling Noord-Amerika en 

Koninkrijkszaken (DWH/NK) 
Vanaf begin september 2014 zijn er bij DWH/NK twee plekken voor nieuwe stagiair(e)s. De duur 

van een stage is in principe 5 maanden met een werkweek van 40 uur.  

 

Functieomschrijving en takenpakket: 

De stagiair zal tijdens de stage verschillende vaste taken hebben: 

 Verrichten van ondersteunende werkzaamheden voor de landenmedewerkers VS, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Adviseur Koninkrijkszaken bij diverse lopende zaken, zoals het schrijven 

van beleidsnotities en het beantwoorden van Kamervragen. 

 Het assisteren bij de organisatie van lunchlezingen en andere publieke evenementen op het 

ministerie over onderwerpen die het werk van de afdeling betreffen.  

 Het assisteren bij dagelijkse bezigheden, zoals het schrijven van brieven aan (buitenlandse) 

bewindspersonen en het samenstellen van diverse dossiers. 

mailto:american.studies@fsv.cuni.cz
mailto:r.saya@fulbright.nl
http://www.fulbright.nl/


 
 32 

 

 

De stage betreft in de eerste plaats een meeloopstage. Indien gewenst, kan bezien worden of er een 

specifieke studieopdracht kan worden ontwikkeld.  

DWH/NK is een van de twee afdelingen van de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH). DWH/NK is 

de afdeling voor de bilaterale betrekkingen met de landen van Noord Amerika (incl. Mexico) en 

houdt zich bezig met de buitenlandse betrekkingen van de Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk. 

Politieke, diplomatieke, economische, culturele en consulaire zaken passeren dagelijks de revue.  

 

Binnen de afdeling is er ruimte voor twee stagiair(e)s. Een stagiair(e) zal voornamelijk 

ondersteuning bieden aan de landenmedewerkers voor de Verenigde Staten, Canada en Mexico. 

Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je onder andere contact met andere afdelingen binnen het ministerie, 

met de Noord-Amerikaanse ambassades in Den Haag en de Nederlandse posten in de regio. 

 

De tweede stagiair(e) zal zich voornamelijk concentreren op Koninkrijkszaken en de buitenlandse 

betrekkingen m.b.t .de Caribische landen van het Koninkrijk. Tijdens je werkzaamheden heb je 

geregeld contact met andere directies binnen BZ, met ministeries zoals BZK en de Directies 

Buitenlandse Betrekkingen van Aruba, Curaçao en Sint Maarten.  

 

Studierichting 

Voor beide stages dient de stagiair(e) een derdejaars Bachelor of Masterstudent te zijn aan een WO-

instelling. Achtergrondkennis van, en ervaring en affiniteit met de Verenigde Staten, Canada, 

Mexico en/of de Caribische Landen van het Koninkrijk zijn een voordeel.  

Algemene voorwaarden en vergoedingen  

Er wordt een beperkte stagevergoeding gegeven en er bestaat een mogelijkheid tot woon- of 

reiskostenvergoeding. Meer informatie hierover kun je vinden op www.werkenvoornederland.nl bij 

voorwaarden en vergoedingen.   

Meer weten en/of solliciteren  

Geïnteresseerd? Sollicitatiebrieven waarin motivatie en geschiktheid naar voren komen kunnen, met 

CV, uiterlijk maandag 16 juni 2013 gestuurd worden naar: dwh-nk@minbuza.nl. Hier kun je ook 

terecht voor verdere vragen. Geef in je sollicitatiebrief s.v.p. aan welke van de twee stageplekken 

bij DWH/NK je voorkeur geniet. Kandidaten die op basis van hun brief en CV geschikt worden 

geacht, kunnen voor een gesprek op het ministerie in Den Haag worden uitgenodigd. Deze 

gesprekken zullen gevoerd worden in de tweede helft van juni. 

 

Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken   

Directie Westelijk Halfrond   

Bezuidenhoutseweg 67   

Postbus 20061   

2500 EB Den Haag   

Tel.: 070 348 4239   

Internet: www.rijksoverheid.nl  

 

 

Roosevelt Study Center: Stagiaires gezocht voor 2015 
Vanaf januari 2015 is er op het Roosevelt Study Center weer plaats voor een stagiair(e) 

op universitair niveau, voor steeds een periode van drie maanden. We zoeken een 

ouderejaarsstudent Amerikanistiek, Amerikaanse geschiedenis of internationale 

betrekkingen die goed Engels spreekt en schrijft.   

Als medewerker beheer je de bibliotheek, bereid je internationale conferenties voor, 

ontsluit je archieven en verzorg je vertalingen en redactiewerk voor onder andere een nieuwsbrief 

en de website. Ook verricht je hand- en spandiensten voor de andere teamleden. En natuurlijk is er 

tijd voor je eigen onderzoek.  

http://www.werkenvoornederland.nl/
http://www.werkenvoornederland.nl/wat-is-de-rijksoverheid/rijksorganisaties/ministerie-van-buitenlandse-zaken/stagemogelijkheden/stage-voorwaarden-en-vergoedingen
mailto:dwh-nk@minbuza.nl
http://www.rijksoverheid.nl/
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Wil je graag brede praktijkervaring opdoen in een wetenschappelijk instituut en je kennis over 

Amerika vergroten? Het is een veelzijdige, afwisselende stage waar je veel kunt leren, vooral voor 

studenten die een loopbaan als onderzoeker overwegen en wetenschappelijke werkervaring willen 

opdoen. Omdat we een klein instituut zijn komen namelijk alle wetenschappelijke werkzaamheden 

in jouw werk aan bod. We bieden je een stagevergoeding van ongeveer €250 per maand en een 

eventuele tegemoetkoming in je huisvestingskosten. We helpen je ook graag in het vinden van 

woonruimte in het mooie Zeeland.  

 

Het Roosevelt Study Center bevindt zich in de Abdij te Middelburg. Het RSC bevordert 

wetenschappelijk onderzoek en onderwijs over de geschiedenis en cultuur van de Verenigde Staten 

in de 20
e
 en 21

e
 eeuw en van de Europees-Amerikaanse betrekkingen, beheert een grote collectie en 

levert publieksinformatie over deze facetten en is daarnaast een ontmoetingsplaats en 

conferentiecentrum voor Europese en Amerikaanse onderzoekers. 

 

Ben je geïnteresseerd? Stuur dan een schriftelijke reactie naar dr. Hans Krabbendam 

(rsc@zeeland.nl) voorzien van je curriculum vitae. 

 

Reactie van je voorganger: 

“A valuable and welcoming meeting place for anyone who 

shares interest in twentieth-century American history and 

transatlantic relations. I’m very grateful to have had the 

opportunity to work as an intern in this warm and friendly 

international atmosphere that represents the inspiring 

academic environment of the Roosevelt Study Center.”  

 

Katinka Folmer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KALENDER  
2014-2015 
 

Nu – 29 Juni 2014 Tentoonstelling Margaret Bourke-White  Den Haag 

7 Juni 2014  Lezing Michael Cunningham Amsterdam 

11 Juni 2014 Lezing Amanda Gefter Amsterdam 

7-10 Juli 2014 TSA-conferentie  Gent 

24 Juli - 30 September 2014 The Hitchcock Touch Amsterdam 

26 Juni 2014 Lezing Clive Thompson Amsterdam 

10-12 September 2014 International Ph.D. Seminar Middelburg 

17-19 September 2014 Bretton Woods Conferentie Middelburg 

20 Oktober 2014 – 1 Januari 

2015 

Tentoonstelling Mark Rothko Den Haag 

31 December 2014 Deadline Rob Kroes Travel Grant  

17-18 April 2015 Fulbright in International Perspective 

Conferentie 

Arkansas 
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