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AMERICANEISTUDIE S I
Editorial ASSOCIATION

Where to begin? | will be glad to see you at this year’s Amerikanistendag on June 1 in Middelburg.
NASA will also, in the coming months, ponder the future of American Studies in the Netherlands,
looking toward a conference in which to grapple with that subject. More to come.

Meanwhile | have been thinking about Rip Van Winkle. | put Washington Irving’s 1819 story in
my survey course on American history, convinced that a popular tale of a lazy fellow sleeping
through the American revolution reveals something about that revolution, about historical
continuity and change, about time itself. It so happened that the morning after the 2016 election,
ill-slept and red-eyed, I had to discuss “Rip Van Winkle,” and I felt it keenly.

I’ve been thinking about it again recently because the student associations of History and American
Studies invited me to give a “bar lecture” on a subject of my choosing, so I riffed on Rip Van
Winkles old and new. From Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward through, say, the bleak satire
Idiocracy, with glances at Austin Powers, Captain America, Sleeper, Encino Man, and science
fiction I only half know about. (Sleep, solitude, modernity, and radical disorientation are universal
experiences; no wonder the tale appeals.) | learned that the American writer and abolitionist Lydia
Maria Child contributed to the tradition in 1845: in “Hilda Silfverling: A Fantasy,” a woman in
Scandinavia who is made to sleep from 1740 to 1840. Curious! Hilda Silfverling remains obscure;
the most well-known Rip Van Winkles are white men. Perhaps it is a kind of privilege to take
pleasure in contemplating sleep and the future so comfortably. At the European Association of
American Studies conference in London the week before, | heard M. Giulia Fabi lecture about the
long history of African American speculative fiction — a wonderful subject — in which sleep-as-
time-travel would have a different kind of power.

Thinking about such things led me to tangents I hadn’t ever thought to consider. For example, time
capsules: the OED suggests that the phrase entered the English lexicon in 1939 at the New York
World’s Fair, where “a specially devised container of metallic alloy of high corrosion resistance”
was buried “in the hope that it will give to historians 5,000 years hence a picture of the middle
twentieth century.” Is this optimistic or pessimistic? | had to think as well of the man in rural Ohio
profiled by the New York Times a month ago, who has quarantined himself from all political news
since the presidential inauguration. “The Man Who Knew Too Little” is what they called this
voluntary Rip Van Winkle, this curio, this liberal fantasy, this human time capsule. Strange to
Imagine.

Warm greetings from Amsterdam,

George Blaustein
President of NASA




Inaugural Address by Damian Pargas

On May 25, 2018 NASA board member Damian Pargas will =
deliver his inaugural address at Leiden University: Promised
Lands: Seeking Freedom in the Age of American Slavery.
The lecture will take place at Academiegebouw, Rapenburg 73, &
2311 GJ Leiden. For those who like to attend, please register
at: www.universiteitleiden.nl/agenda

Amerikanistendag June 1, 2018

On Friday June 1, 2018 the RIAS hosts the 24™ annual Amerikanistendag. This event is a student
conference organized by NASA and serves as a forum for students and recent graduates at bachelor,
(research) master and PhD level to present their research to fellow students and scholars. The
keynote lecture will be given by Dr. Mike Schmidli, from Leiden University. Dr. Schmidli is a
specialist in US foreign policy and the author of The Fate of Freedom Elsewhere: Human Rights
and US Cold War Policy toward Argentina (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013).

The Theodore Roosevelt American History Award (TRAHA) will also be presented this day. For
more information see also page 15.

PLEASE REGISTER AT RIAS@ZEELAND.NL BEFORE TUESDAY MAY 29, 2018 WITH
YOUR NAME AND UNIVERSITY AFFILIATION.

Program

09:45-10:05 Registration

10:05-10:10 Welcome Damian Pargas (RIAS and Leiden University)

10:10-10:15 Opening George Blaustein (Chair NASA and University of Amsterdam)
10:15-10:45 TRAHA Cees Heere (RIAS, Chair TRAHA jury)

10:45-11:15 Keynote Mike Schmidli (Leiden University)

“Fake News?: Public Diplomacy and the US Intervention in Central
America, 1981-1990”



http://www.universiteitleiden.nl/agenda
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11:30-12:45 Panels1 & 2

Panel 1 Chair: Paul Brennan (RIAS)

e Oran Kennedy (UL), ““The Means of Our Elevation’: Black Settlement, Education, and
the Search for Independence in the Midwest and Upper Canada, 1820-1861”

e Tim Kies (UL), “Slave Families and the Domestic Slave Trade”

e Jasper Koops (UvA), “The International Implications of the American Civil War, as Told
through the History of Four Ships”

Panel 2 Chair: Simon Hall (University of Leeds)

e Joéllade Vos (UvA), “What Americanism May Rightly Mean: The Debate about
American Identity at the Beginning of the 20th Century”

e Monica Fernandez Jiménez (UL-The Hague), “Literary Works on Colonial Displacement
(the Heritage of Slavery) and Immigration to the United States”

¢ Emily Stanbury (UL), “How Japanese Americans Countered the ‘Model Minority’
Stereotype and Actively Participated in the Civil Rights Movement during the 1960s-
1970s”

12:45-14.15 Lunch (on your own)
14:15-15:30 Panels3 & 4

Panel 3 Chair: Maarten Arnoldus (Groningen University)

e Lenore Bell (UL & St. Andrews), “Canny Carceri: Selling Leisurely Incarceration
through the Escape Room”

e Meike Robaard (RUG), “What’s in a Game? Playful Puzzling Histories and Cultural
Symbolism of Monopoly”

e Laura op de Beke (UL), “Pastoral Framework of Stardew Valley”

Panel 4 Chair: Rosa Oskam (RIAS)

e Laurens Stijnen (EUR), “USAF at Soesterberg”

e Laurynas Keturakis (UL), “The George H.W. Bush Administration’s Foreign Policy
towards Eastern Europe during the Collapse of Communism”

e Jeroen van der Westen (UvA), “Conservatism after the Cold War: A Case Study of
National Review”

15:45-17:00 Panels5 & 6

Panel 5 Chair: Nanka de Vries (RIAS)

e Daan Zeijen (UL), “From Slave-Hound to Caesar: The Liberator on Lincoln, May-
November 1860”

e Lars R. Vadjina (Tiibingen), “Jimmy Who?! The Marketability of Jimmy Carter: The
Representation of the Presidential Candidate in the Campaign Commercials of 1976”

e Anne Faber (UvA), “Make America Aristocratic Again: How Plato Predicted the Decay
of Democracy towards an Unpredictable, Power-Hungry Leader”



Panel 6 Chair: Celia Nijdam (RIAS)

e Jordan Kleinman (VU), “’The Consequences of Our Desire’: Global Capitalism at Work
in The Reluctant Fundamentalist”

e Ilias Ben Mna (Berlin), “The Resurrection of Reaganite Cold War Rhetoric in
Independence Day”

e Nazir Bibi Nacem (VU), “Rumi in Post-9/11 America: Analyzing 21%-Century Paratexts
and Translations of Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balki’s Poetic Works in English”

17:00-18:00 Reception provided by the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies

Student NASA

The student NASA is looking for new board members for
2018/2019. They are looking for someone with fresh and innovative -smngmn I:] S |:]

- i ; ; NETHERLANDS
ideas to bring together their fellow-study members as president, NMERICANGISTUDIE S n—
secretrary, treasurer or PR assistant. If you are enthusiastic about this ASSOCIATION

opportunity please send an email with the position you are interested
in, your CV and motivation letter, before July 1, 2018, to:
studentnasa@gmail.com



mailto:studentnasa@gmail.com
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Opening of the New US Embassy in the Netherlands

THE NETHERLANDS

On March 26, 2018 the new US
Embassy was officially opened
in a ribbon cutting ceremony at
Wassenaar. This festive event
was hosted by Ambassador
Peter Hoekstra and attended by
officials from the Department of
State, a delegation from the US
Congress, the Dutch Minister of
Social Affairs and Employment
Wouter Koolmees, the Mayors
of The Hague and Wassenaar,
and many others.

The speeches given during the

ceremony focused on the building of the new embassy as a commitment to the future of US-Dutch
relations and the reinforcement of historic, strong ties between the two countries. The new location
perfectly represents a modern and environmentally sustainable platform for diplomacy in the
Netherlands. At the same time, it comfortably houses US, Dutch and foreign staff working together
to maintain and improve the longest peaceful and unbroken relationship the US has with any

country in the world.




Symposium: A Tribute to the Marshall Plan — Transatlantic Relations Then
and Now

On April 26, 2018 the 70th
anniversary of the arrival of the first |
Marshall Plan goods in the
Netherlands aboard the MS
Noordam in  Rotterdam was
celebrated with a symposium.

The event was held at the historic [
Hotel New York, close to the docks 8
where the first goods were
delivered. Among the speakers, the
US Ambassador Peter Hoekstra, the
Mayor of Rotterdam Ahmed
Aboutaleb and Prof. Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer spoke about the importance
of the Marshall Plan for the Dutch Photo: Daniél van de Ven
post-war recovery and the continuing friendship between the Netherlands and the US ever since.
The event’s host, historian and publicist Willem Post interviewed Daniél van de Ven, who gave an
eyewitness account of the arrival of the MS Noordam. He coincidentally happened to be at the
ceremony of the arrival of the ship and took a very famous picture of it. The symposium was then
enriched by two more NASA members’ contributions. First, Dr. Frank Mehring took the audience
into a journey of what was the soundtrack accompanying the arrival of the Marshall Plan in the
Netherlands. He told the story of the famous 1940s Dutch swing band The Ramblers and played
some songs as well — including such hits as “Snoezepoes” and “America Thank You.” Then, Dr.
Albertine Bloemendal gave an interesting lecture on Dutch diplomat, politician, businessman and
scholar Ernst van der Beugel and his crucial role in the negotiation and implementation of the
Marshall Plan in the Netherlands.

This event was also the opportunity to present a new magazine edited for this special occasion, the
Holland-America Magazine.




AMERICAN STUDIES NEWS

a- Ny New Scholars at Groningen University

;ﬁﬁi Professor Laura Bieger

My name is Laura Bieger, and | am the new Chair of American Studies, Political
rijksuniversiteit - Theory and Culture at the University of Groningen. Please allow me to briefly

groningen . . .. .
introduce myself in writing before I have the chance to meet you in person.

| studied North American Studies, History, and Philosophy at Freie Universitat Berlin and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (PhD, FU Berlin). Before coming to Groningen I have
held teaching and research positions at Freie Universitéat Berlin, Universitat Wien, Albert-Ludwigs-
Universitat Freiburg, the University of California at Berkeley, and IFK Wien. In the fall 2017, |
have been a DAAD-Visiting Scholar at Deutsches Haus at New York University.
My research on American culture unfolds along two axes: its spaces and its media. Concretely, |
explore their interplay as the material and medial, political and poetic foundation of modern
sociality, generating ever-new life-worlds and subjectivities. American culture, as the culture of a
proto-colonialist immigrant society with democratic-egalitarian aspirations, is an exemplary case
in the development of Western modernity. Just as my colleagues in Groningen, | study this culture
to understand how it has evolved under particular circumstances to become a major force in the
shaping of modern life; like them, an ‘anthropological’ approach to political and social institutions,
habit and use subtends my work.
In my book Asthetik der Immersion (transcript 2007), I examine built spaces from Washington’s
government district to the Las Vegas Strip that assert their public function aesthetically—by
turning world-image-relations into immersive spectacles. In my second book, Belonging and
Narrative (forthcoming), | consider the need to belong as a driving force of literary production
and the novel as a primary place and home-making agent. My essays and reviews have appeared
in journals such as New Literary History, Amerikastudien/American Studies, Studies in American
Naturalism and ZAA.
My current project, The Reading Public and the Power of Literature, sets out to explore the public’s
continuous investment in reading and readership in our visually inclined media age. But not only
the public sphere is under massive strain in our present age. Western democracies are undergoing
vast transformations that involve the restructuring of public and private spheres, the increasing
cooptation of daily life with market principles, globalization and the transnational flow of goods,
people and ideas, as well as recent autocratic responses to these developments. Coming to terms
with these developments is a pressing task for our discipline.
As the oldest existing democracy, democratic social and cultural
logics (which are not to be confused with the fulfillment of
democratic ideals) are deeply engrained in US society. Building on
the interdisciplinary framework of Groningen’s American Studies
department, my hope is to create an international center for the study
of democratic cultures in the Americas that examines developments
such as the current transformations in a comparative perspective that
involves political theory, philosophy, sociology as well as literary,
cultural, and media studies. And | look forward to exploring
synergies and fostering collaborations within the Dutch American
Studies community.
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