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NASA NEWS 
 

 

Bestuursbericht 
 

It can be a strange fate to be an Americanist abroad, because once every four years we find 

ourselves in the position of intermediaries, commentators, decipherers, or whatever else about 

American politics. By the time this newsletter appears some of our students will have stayed up 

all night to watch election returns. In Amsterdam they gather at the Melkweg, as if American 

politics are not a 3 a.m. national-security phone call, a 3 a.m. misogynistic tweet, but a 3 a.m. 

concert. With Obama’s election and reelection, I imagine that these events were festive - even 

euphoric. This one is not. Maybe we should look to 1968 for a parallel. Or further: not since the 

demise of the Whig Party has a national political party collapsed so spectacularly. One of the 

more astute assessments I have read likens the Republican Party to a failed state, with Donald 

Trump as its warlord. 

 

But enough about that! I shall force myself to write as if there is a future from which to reflect 

on the present and the past. For the 12th time, an American has received the Nobel Prize in 

literature (I am including T.S. Eliot, Joseph Brodsky, Isaac Bashevis Singer, and Saul Bellow 

in that calculation). Bob Dylan. Bob Dylan? Sure, Bob Dylan. The first American recipient was 

Sinclair Lewis, for what the Nobel Committee called Lewis’s “critical raids into the territories 

of Americanism.” The figure of Babbitt in the fictional town of Zenith represented the zenith 

of American self-satisfaction, standardization, chamber-of-commerce complacency, 

civilization without culture, etc. This was Nobel Prize as backhanded compliment. What the 

Nobel Prize is now, I am not so sure. 

 

The fall NASA conference in September was, for me, eye-opening. I want to thank the 

participants once again, for their contributions and their good humor. It was an ideal conference 

- in size, scope, experimentation & cross-pollination. I look forward to more events this 

academic year. 

 
Greetings from Amsterdam,  

 

George Blaustein 

President 
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Introducing Tim Jelfs, Secretary  
 

Tim Jelfs is the NASA representative from the University of Groningen, and the 

newest addition to the NASA board. British by birth, he received his PhD in 

American Studies from King’s College London. He has taught in the American 

Studies program at Groningen since 2011 and specializes in the cultural, literary, 

environmental and political history of the United States in the 20th and 21st 

centuries. 

 

He has published literary critical essays on the work of Don DeLillo, Marilynne Robinson and 

Nicholson Baker, and is working on a cultural history of materialism in the early neoliberal 

period, as well as an analysis of themes of crisis, action and occupation in the post-9/11 United 

States. 

 

E-mail: t.jelfs@rug.nl 

 

 

Farewell Adam Fairclough  
 

Na een decennium heeft Adam Fairclough afscheid 

genomen als hoogleraar Amerikaanse Geschiedenis aan 

de Universiteit Leiden. Adam kwam naar Leiden als een 

wereldwijd erkende expert op het gebied van de 

twintigste-eeuwse Amerikaanse burgerrechtenbeweging. 

Maar in plaats van op zijn lauweren te rusten, heeft Adam 

van zijn tijd in Leiden gebruik gemaakt om zich te verdiepen in een geheel nieuw onderwerp. 

Met dank aan een klein programma van NWO heeft hij een project ontwikkeld over  de 

Reconstructieperiode en  de nasleep van de Amerikaanse Burgeroorlog in de Red River Valley 

(Louisiana). In een serie artikelen in vooraanstaande tijdschriften en een binnenkort te 

verschijnen boek, laat professor Fairclough zien hoe een combinatie van ideologische, 

institutionele en politieke factoren de zwarte bevolking binnen een decennium reduceerde tot 

omstandigheden die niet heel veel beter waren dan de slavernij die kort daarvoor beëindigd was. 

Adams brede interesse reflecteert zich ook in de proefschriften die hij begeleidde, die zich 

zowel richten op zijn oorspronkelijke terrein van de burgerrechtenbeweging als zijn nieuwe 

onderzoek naar de Reconstructie. Naast zijn onderzoek was Adam ook een geliefde docent, 

wiens colleges altijd vol zaten en die talloze studenten heeft begeleid bij het schrijven van 

scripties over elk denkbaar onderdeel van de Amerikaanse geschiedenis.  

 

Mark Leon de Vries, Universiteit Leiden 

 

 

  

NASA Website Renewed! 
 

The NASA website has been completely refurbished, thanks to the efforts of Lise Koning 

and Roel Bos. Regular updates, such as conferences, lectures, internships, and research 

grants will be posted on this website, as well as information on the NASA and studentNASA 

board members. 

 

Have a look at: www.netherlands-america.nl! 
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Amerikanistendag 2016 
 

On Friday 10 June 2016, the 22nd Amerikanistendag (or, 

American Studies Day) took place at the Vrije Universiteit 

Amsterdam. After a welcome by professor Diederik Oostdijk 

the keynote speaker was introduced: Dr. Erin La Cour. She is 

a lecturer in Creative Writing at VU Amsterdam and in 

Comparative Literature at Utrecht University. Her keynote 

speech “From Comix to the “Graphic Novel”: The Politics of 

American Comics” traced the birth - and mainstream success 

- of “graphic novels” in America to their origins in the 

underground alternative Comix movement of the 1960s and 

1970s. Although many people in the room were not familiar 

with the term “Comix” or with graphic novels at all, La Cour 

made for an interesting keynote speech because of her 

enthusiasm and her extensive knowledge about the subject. 

After her lecture everybody knew a little more about graphic 

novels and its complicated,  but fascinating, roots.   

 

After the keynote speech a short coffee break was scheduled so everybody could recharge for 

the first round of parallel sessions. There were two more parallel sessions after the first one, 

each with different subjects. To get an idea of the wide range of subjects during this day, a 

quick look at the titles of the different sessions is enough: 

 

Session 1: Gender and Sexuality  

Session 2: Specters of Marx 

Session 3: The Politics of Commemoration  

Session 4: African American Music 

Session 5: Crossing Boundaries, Creating Identities 

Session 6: Transatlantic Connections 

Session 7: Self-Fashioning in Autobiography and Fiction 

Session 8: Reframing American History 

Session 9: America in Words and Pictures 

 

From this list it is clear that American Studies do not shy away from an interdisciplinary 

approach to research. And that is precisely what makes the Amerikanistendag so interesting. 

Meeting scholars with different backgrounds, from history and economics to film and music, is 

really an enriching experience. The informal sphere also makes it easier to engage with people 

you have never met before and in this way you gain plenty of new insights and ideas. It was an 

interesting, enriching and instructive day! 

 

Joëlla de Vos, former intern Roosevelt Study Center 

 

 

Amerikanistendag 2017 
 

The 2017 Amerikanistendag will take place at the University of Amsterdam in June. More 

information will be posted on the NASA website in due time. The contact person for this event 

is George Blaustein (g.h.blaustein@uva.nl). 
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NASA Conference 2016 “American Studies after the Digital Turn” 

 

On 15 and 16 September 2016 about 30 scholars met at the Roosevelt Study Center in 

Middelburg to discuss the state of the field of American Studies after the digital turn.  

 

The first call for papers generated few responses, and the program committee feared cancelation 

of the event. Investigations into the lack of enthusiasm revealed the ruling skepticism towards 

digital humanities not only within American Studies, but all of the humanities. Eventually a 

colorful international blend of participants, from those well-equipped within the digital 

humanities as well as self-declared technological novices, met for two intense days of 

exploration and discussion. There were enough skeptics to start a fundamental discussion about 

the purpose and the means of digital humanities, including our co-organizer George Blaustein, 

who opened the meeting by listing the terms “digital humanities,” quantitative data, and “digital 

turn” as things he as possible symptoms of an emerging corporate university. By the end of the 

conference, however, he granted that his initial reservations had turned into expectations. 

 

Over the two days of the conference participants discussed a wide range of ideas about the 

digital humanities and American Studies. From its impact on American Studies methodology 

and teaching, to possible tools, projects, databases, and issues of publishing and digitization. A 

few themes on what digital humanities has brought to American Studies stood out. 

 

Keynoter John Corrigan from 

Florida State University 

positioned the new digital 

methods as additional tools to 

produce deep maps about 

complex problems. These new 

technologies could actually 

liberate American Studies’ long 

and not always productive  

polemical and activist character. 

They bring the field back to its 

interdisciplinary roots, which 

have endowed Americanists with 

the ability to bridge very 

different pockets of data. The 

question today begs if they can 

now do the same thing for big 

data.  Corrigan’s reassuring comments and fitting examples made many participants decide that 

the digital “turn” is an overstatement. The output of databases and tools should be viewed as a 

new set of sources, that inductively add complexity to numbers and open-ended gestures to 

conclusions. Working with digitized sources is an iterative process of scholars moving back 

and forth between their close reading of sources and “zooming out” to gain a broader 

perspective of the context of their findings. So there is no exclusivist claim. 

 

In her keynote Miriam Posner from UCLA argued that the humanist’s hesitance about digital 

humanities is caused by the fear that the tools and techniques to analyze big data overgeneralize. 

Because historians break down categories and timelines, big data makes them feel 

uncomfortable. The difference between a focus on the unconscious and identity that is central 

to cultural analysis might compete with the explicit and countable results of digital humanities. 
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Selection of sources and biases in data collections may obscure some voices and amplify others, 

which may lead to distortions in historical research. For example, Alexander Dunst from the 

University of Paderborn showed how digital collections of graphic narratives had a gendered 

and racial bias that might be result of publication practices. On the other hand, social media has 

made it easier to directly contact groups and find sources that were otherwise out of reach. 

 

Presentations also focused on the impact of the digital on American Studies teaching. For 

example, Dario Fazzi from the Roosevelt Study Center explained how hundreds of international 

students enrolled in his Massive Open Online Course (also known as “MOOC”) on “The 

Rooseveltian Century.” Aynur Erdogan (Groningen University) showed how her students 

worked with digitized sources and databases. Mostly though, the digital humanities have not 

yet made an impact on American Studies teaching, because they are not integrated in current 

curricula. A student survey showed that graduate students would like to get acquainted with 

these new methods, but that they are mostly absent in their courses. 

 

Maps featured in multiple presentations as a new way to frame or 

present data, because locations are not subject to change, even 

though mental maps may differ greatly from geographical ones. 

There was also interest in using digitized maps as teaching tools. 

Damian Pargas from Leiden University sought to create a 

contextualized map to help students better understand the 

narratives of slaves who ran away. 

 

More visualizations and apps may allow a broader audience to engage with the outcomes of 

American Studies research. A barrier of digital presentation is that it often does not receive the 

same credit as a monograph or a peer-reviewed journal article. Even when a website or an app 

is an obvious outlet to publish a mixture of different sources, scholars will still rather publish a 

book.  

 

In his keynote Antal van den Bosch from Radboud University Nijmegen offered practical 

examples of digital sources and tools that could contribute to American Studies research. He 

showed how the computer could help historians in uncovering hidden “near events” such as 

strikes in large databases. He argued that computational methods save time and open up new 

research avenues and patterns to explore. Melvin Wevers from Utrecht University showed how 

he mined newspapers to identify how America functioned as a reference culture for Dutch 

tobacco debates.  

 

Finally, Frank Mehring from Radboud University and Hans Krabbendam from the Roosevelt 

Study Center discussed image mining with examples from a project on the circulation of 

Marshall Plan photographs as a means for a cultural analysis of the imagery. 

 

At the round-table forum concluding the conference the participants agreed that the program 

had succeeded handsomely in bridging the gap between what seemed two separate shores of 

cultural interpretation and the digital computation of phenomena. Thanks to expert keynote 

presentations, concerns about the loss of meaning were critically evaluated. Far from a 

departure from traditional methods, the participants showed a reciprocal turn towards each other 

for enrichment, patterns, and best practices. The result was a confirmation of the fact that the 

digital world has a positive impact on research, teaching, and publication of  American Studies 

that encourages cooperation and exchange.  
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Everyone went home with a fundamental grounding of digital humanities and an armful of 

quick results, ranging from useful websites and reapplication of existing databases,  to the 

existence of short intensive courses on programming. The organizers realized this is only 

beginning and that more American Studies researchers and students need to engage and discuss 

the possibilities of digital humanities. Next steps should be taken to organize workshops, 

examine funding opportunities, find publication forums, compare transatlantic differences, and 

develop appropriate pedagogy. Big data is here to stay, and the conference showed that 

Americanists are well equipped to critically evaluate and reap the fruits of this exciting 

development.  

 

Lisanne Walma and Hans Krabbendam  

 

 

Conference: “Forging the American Century: World War II and the 

Transformation of US Internationalism” 
 

On 27-28 October, Radboud 

University Nijmegen hosted an 

international conference to explore 

the outlines of the “American 

Century” since World War II. In light 

of contemporary concerns for the 

United States’ changing role in the 

world, conference participants sought 

to apply developing insights into the 

nature of international relations to 

revisit the postwar foundations of 

America’s global hegemony. 

 

Mr. Adrian Pratt of the US Embassy formally opened the conference on Thursday afternoon 

and was followed by Dr. Justin Hart (Texas Tech University) who presented the first keynote 

lecture. Dr. Hart argued that the New Deal approach to governance cemented the wartime 

transformation of US foreign relations. While international security policy came to reflect 

FDR’s Four Freedoms, Truman’s campaign for Universal Military Training was meant to 

ensure that US global responsibilities would be distributed evenly across the nation. 

 

The day continued with panels in which scholars in the fields ranging from history to cultural 

and literary studies presented their research projects. The first panel on Thursday offered 

analyses of little researched domestic groups who offered alternative visions of post-war 

reconstruction. Maarten Zwiers (University of Groningen) demonstrated how segregationist 

politicians influenced policies toward European reconstruction and displaced persons. Hans 

Krabbendam (Roosevelt Study Center) traced the efforts of American Protestants to strengthen 

Christianity in Europe after the war. 

 

The second panel dealt with the international activities of two American literary critics and 

authors. Hans Bak (Radboud University) traced Malcolm Cowley’s efforts to correct the 

perception of American culture as shallow commercialism, while legitimizing its status as a 

bulwark of the “free west.” Louis Mazzari (Bogazici University and City University of New 

York) analyzed Philip Wylie’s dispatches from the “Cold War fronts” in Asia and Eastern 

Europe. 
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The final panel on Thursday included three speakers. Giles Scott-Smith (Leiden University) 

discussed the development of the UNIO (and its wartime predecessors) from one headed 

primarily by the British and focused on allied war aims, to one headed mainly by the Americans 

and preparing for peacetime. Dario Fazzi (RSC) set out his innovative approach to assessing 

the impact of American military bases in disseminating the American way of life. Finally, 

George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam) made his argument for an “Americanist Century” 

based on his reading of the works of anthropologists Margaret Mead and Ruth Benedict. 

 

On the second day of the conference, Professor 

David Ellwood (John Hopkins University SAIS 

Europe, Bologna) and Professor Bruce Kuklick 

(University of Pennsylvania) each gave a keynote 

lecture. Professor Ellwood demonstrated that the 

American Century can be characterized by the force 

of America’s impulse to innovation around the 

world. Professor Kuklick closed the conference with 

his presentation “Fascism comes to America.” While 

dismissing the facile comparisons to fascism in 

political rhetoric, Professor Kuklick engaged the 

audience in a discussion about a long tradition of fear 

in American culture for fascist subversion. 

 

The second day of the conference also offered three workshops, starting with presentations on 

the Reagan Era. Beerd Beukenhorst (John F. Kennedy Institut) analyzed the dilemmas that Desi 

Bouterse’s Surinam posed to US policies in the War on Drugs and the Cold War, and Jonathan 

Verwey presented his interdisciplinary project on Reagan’s attempts to mold the memory of the 

war during his campaigns and speeches. 

 

A panel on US public diplomacy in Europe included three speakers. Mathilda Roza (RU) 

contributed to the visual history of the Marshall Plan by analyzing its appeal to Dutch national 

identity. Jorrit van den Berk (RU) introduced his project on the international and local origins 

of Marshall Plan public diplomacy and François Doppler-Speranza (Université de Strasbourg) 

discussed US military bases and their networks of ties with local populations, especially 

women, in a larger context of US public diplomacy. 

 

During the final workshop, Dr. Cristiana Pagliarusco discussed the work of Georgia O’Keeffe, 

who was part of a transnational network of artists and intellectuals. Professor Frank Mehring 

(RU) analyzed US diplomacy, the role of (German-American) cultural mediators, and 

developments in European receptions of American art. 

 

Conference participants and observers were able to cross disciplinary boundaries and extend 

their international networks while developing their own research on the multisided efforts of 

the United States to forge connections with the world. The organizers would like to thank the 

US embassy, the Netherlands American Studies Association, and the International Office and 

Department of English Language and Culture at Radboud University for their contributions to 

this project. 

 

Jorrit van den Berk 
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StudentNASA 

 

 

 

StudentNASA proudly represents the student body of NASA. We connect students from four 

different universities  by organizing events all across the country. Conferences, job fairs, 

cultural outings and sporting events are just some of the few events that we organized last year. 

If you are a student do not hesitate to get in touch with your program’s NASA representative 

or email us directly at studentnasa@gmail.com if you want to be updated about our upcoming 

events or visit our Facebook page. 

 

Hope to see you soon! 

 

 

StudentNASA Board 2016-2017 

 

Laura op de Beke - President & Leiden Representative 

I am Laura op de Beke, a recent graduate of North American Studies at 

Leiden University. I am still enrolled for my second master’s degree in 

Literary Studies and writing a thesis on ecology in video games. As of 

September I became the president of LUNAS, the Leiden University North 

American Studies association which I am really excited about. This year I 

am also serving as president for StudentNASA, picking up where the 

previous board left off and making the most of the year to come. 

E-mail: lauraodbeke@hotmail.com 

 

 

Mila Miedema - Secretary & Amsterdam Representative 

My name is Mila Miedema and I am currently in the last semester of the 

Bachelor track American studies at the University of Amsterdam. This 

academic year I am the commissioner of external affairs on the board of the 

Amsterdam Americanist Society. As the secretary of StudentNASA my goal 

is to support the board in as many ways as possible. During the following 

year I hope that StudentNASA will connect students of American studies on 

a national level.  

E-mail: milamiedema@gmail.com 

 

 

Ibrahim Alaoui - Treasurer & Nijmegen Representative 
My name is Ibrahim Alaoui and I am in my second year of the BA American 

Studies at the Radboud University Nijmegen. Like my brilliant predecessor 

Lisa, I am also the treasurer of the study association USA Nijmegen. USA 

Nijmegen organizes activities that are both fun and interesting and it was at 

the very inspirational “Life After American Studies” StudentNASA day, 

which was held in Nijmegen last year, when I first came in to contact with 

the StudentNASA. My goal for this year is to organize more events like these 

to inspire people from all over the Netherlands and to bring them together at 

the fun and interesting activities StudentNASA is known for. 

   E-mail: treasurer@usanijmegen.nl 
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Isa Peters - Groningen Representative 
I am Isa Peters, and I am currently in my second year of the BA American 

Studies with a minor in International Relations at the University of Groningen. 

As a member of the StudentNASA board, I will represent all American Studies 

students in Groningen and our American Studies study association EPU. I am 

looking forward to do more with American Studies this year, and I want to get 

more people excited about the major. I hope it is going to be a great year with 

a lot of amazing events for American Studies students! 

E-mail: i.m.peters@student.rug.nl 

 

 

 

EAAS NEWS 

 

EAAS Conference 

 
The next EAAS Conference will take place in London. Please save the date: 4-7 April 2018. 

The conference will take place at the University of London (King’s College and University 

College) and at the Eccles Centre (at the British Library).  

 

The Call for Papers will be published in April 2017. Participants can either propose individual 

papers or complete workshops. Professional development sessions and creative formats are also 

welcome. 

 

 

New President 
 

At the biennial conference of the European Association for 

American Studies held at Ovidius University in Constanta, Romania, 

the board of the EAAS elected former Chair of the IAAS Dr. Philip 

McGowan (Queen’s University, Belfast) to the position of 

President.  

 

European Journal of American Studies, 11:2 

 
The new issue of the European Journal of American Studies 

(Vol. 11, number 2, Summer 2016) is available, as well as the 

Special Issue: “Intimate Frictions: History and Literature in the 

United States from the 19th tot the 21st Century.” 

 

The issue can be accessed at: http://ejas.revues.org/11406.  



 

12 

 

 
 

ROOSEVELT STUDY CENTER NEWS 
 

Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2016 

 

Since 1987 the Roosevelt Study Center has presented the yearly Theodore Roosevelt American 

History Award (TRAHA) to the best thesis on American history defended at Dutch universities. 

On 8 April 2016 the prize, a trip to Medora and Dickinson in North Dakota, was assigned to 

Martina van Cimmenaede. She received the TRAHA for her thesis “The Sexually Charged 

Office: An Analysis of Sexual Harassment and Gender Relations in the Workplace between 

1940-1975.” Beneath follows her report on the “Roosevelt Trip.” 

 

My Journey through the North Dakota Badlands: TRAHA Travel Report 2016 

 

On 2 March 1861 President James Buchanan 

signed a bill that created the “Dakota Territory.” 

North Dakota as we know it today was originally 

part of the Dakota Territory, along with the states 

of South Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming. The 

territory was named after the Dakota Indian tribe 

(Dakota is a Sioux word meaning friends or 

allies). Beginning around 1877, efforts were made 

to admit the Dakota Territory into the Union, 

either as a single state or as two separate states. 

Eventually, the latter plan won and North Dakota 

became the 39th state on November 2nd 1889, the 

same day, incidentally, as South Dakota.  

 

I arrived in North Dakota on Sunday evening, 4 September, after a long and bumpy flight. Susan 

Axvig, the executive assistant of Randy Hatzenbuehler, the Theodore Roosevelt Medora 

Foundation’s president, was waiting for me at Bismarck airport - wearing cowboy boots. Yes, 

I had definitely arrived in the heart of the “Wild West,” the land of agriculture, sunflowers, 

bison, Native American culture, oil, coal, cowboys, and Theodore Roosevelt. Susan was going 

to be my host for the week, and what a great host she was. The first two days of my trip I stayed 

at the Axvigs’ lovely home in Bismarck. Susan and her husband Randy immediately made me 

feel very welcome, showing a lot of interest in Europe, the Netherlands, our perceptions of the 

US, and our views on the upcoming American presidential election. Of course, they also wanted 

to know all about the Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg. 

 

On the first day, Susan showed me around Bismarck, the state capital with a population of 

60,000. A lovely, quiet city, it is the second most populous city of North Dakota (the first being 

Fargo). Susan took me to the North Dakota Heritage Center, a state museum that houses three 

permanent galleries showing North Dakota’s history from 600 million years ago up until today. 

What was impressive about the museum was the multi-dimensional representation of North 

Dakotan history, and making sure to focus on the wide range of different people who had once 
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inhabited North Dakota. The “Adaption Gallery” introduces the visitor to all the geological 

changes that happened millions of years ago and the first creatures that evolved during this time 

period, including the pre-historical sea turtles and dinosaurs. The “Innovation Gallery” is 

devoted to the Early Peoples of North Dakota, indigenous people, who first migrated to North 

Dakota about 13,000 years ago. The beautiful collection includes displays of clothing, and bow 

and arrows that were used for hunting. The displays had informative descriptions of how, for 

instance, the arrival of new technologies, such as guns, impacted the tribes, and the artistry 

involved in quilt making of the Native American peoples. The “Inspiration Gallery” explores 

the last 200 years of North Dakotan history: from “Yesterday to Today,” through six different 

themes: Agricultural Innovation, Industry and Energy, Newcomers and Settlement, Conflict 

and War, Our Lives, Our Communities and Cultural Expressions. The replica of a 1950s soda 

shop was definitely my personal highlight at the museum.  

 

After the visit to the museum, Susan and I continued on to the Fort 

Abraham Lincoln State Park. In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt 

signed a deed that gave 75 acres to the State Historical Society which 

eventually became Fort Abraham Lincoln State park, making it 

North Dakota’s oldest state park. It was not until 1934, however, that 

development of this property started. The earliest known settlers i n 

the park were the Mandan tribe occupying the On-A-Slant Village 

(named because of its slope toward the river). The Mandan people 

lived here from 1575 to 1781 and were skilled traders of grain, 

tobacco, pelts, tools, and farmed produce. The village had at least 86 

round earth lodges. Smallpox epidemics and attacks by other 

indigenous tribes led to the village’s decline and eventual 

abandonment. The Lewis and Clark Expedition camped near the village ruins in October 1804, 

and noted the abandoned village in their journals. When the Northern Pacific Railroad pushed 

across the plains in 1872, the Fort McKeen infantry post was established to protect surveyors 

and workers. The fort was renamed Fort Abraham Lincoln. After Colonel George Armstrong 

Custer and the 7th cavalry’s ill-fated campaign against indigenous tribes of the plains, the 

importance of the fort declined and it was abandoned in 1891. Susan and I were able to see 

reconstructed blockhouses, barracks, office quarters and graves of soldiers who died there 

between 1866 and ca. 1874.  

 

The next morning Susan took me to the North Dakota State Capitol. The original State Capitol 

Building was built between 1883 and 1884, but had burned down in 1930. The present 21-story, 

Art-Deco Capitol building was completed in 1934, and I got to see both the House of 

Representatives and the Senate (unfortunately, they were not in session). What struck me during 

the tour was the relaxed and friendly atmosphere inside the Capitol building, a feeling that was 

reinforced when Susan knocked on the door of Secretary of State, Al Jaeger, and asked if she 

could introduce the winner of the TRAHA from The Netherlands. After my visit to the Capitol, 

and meeting the Secretary of State, I felt more and more at home in North Dakota. The 

friendliness of the people, the wide open spaces, this overwhelming feeling of freedom and 

opportunity, and the enthusiasm of the North Dakotan people I met was truly inspiring.  

 

When I opened the curtains the next morning at the Badlands Motel on I saw it was raining. I 

went to have breakfast with Susan and Randy Hatzenbuehler at the Rough Riders Hotel and 

was told Randy would show me around Medora for the rest of the day. Medora was founded in 

1883 by Marquis de Mores, a French nobleman. He named the town after his bride, Medora 

Von Hoffmann, daughter of a wealthy New York City banker. De Mores built a beef-packing 
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plant, but after all his financial enterprises failed by 

1886, De Mores returned back to France. With the rain 

still pouring down, Randy suggested we start the day 

with a drive around the Theodore Roosevelt National 

Park. Although an American Studies graduate, I was 

embarrassed to admit to Randy that I did not know a lot 

about the 26th president of the United States. Randy 

reassured me it was actually a good thing because now it 

would be a lot more fun to explore the legacy of 

Roosevelt in Medora. Initially, Roosevelt was drawn to 

Medora to hunt buffalo in September 1883, and, upon 

arrival, he immediately fell in love with the land. After 

his successful bison hunt he returned to New York where 

his political career gained traction. Tragically, on 

February 14, 1884, his wife Alice and mother Mittie died 

on the same day. He marked a big “X” in his diary and 

wrote only one sentence: “The light has gone out of my 

life.” He traveled back to Medora to deal with his grief 

and to lose himself in the vastness of the land; he began 

to raise cattle on two large ranches, and through this rural 

living and the love for this land, he regained his vitality and purpose in life. As we drove through 

the national park we saw wild mustangs, a group of bison, little prairie dogs, and Roosevelt’s 

first ranch cabin, Maltese Cabin. It is actually because of Roosevelt’s love of nature that we are 

able to admire this beautiful piece of unspoiled land. During his presidency, Roosevelt 

established the US Forest Service and signed the 1906 Antiquities Act, which established five 

national parks. As he once famously said: “I have always said I would not have been president 

had it not been for my experience in North Dakota.” 

 

Throughout the next few days, I met many wonderful people from the Theodore Roosevelt 

Medora Foundation. The foundation was fou  nded by Harold Schafer and his family in 1986, to 

preserve the beauty of the North Dakota Badlands that Schafer loved so much. Schafer bought 

the Rough Riders Hotel and the Ferris Store in 1962, and began rebuilding it, brick by brick. 

Other renovations followed, and in 1986 the Schafer family donated its renovated assets to the 

newly formed Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation. His life and accomplishments are 

celebrated all around Medora, and everybody remembers him as a flamboyant philanthropist 

who helped to revive Medora. The town itself is very small: it consists of a couple of blocks 

surrounded by the beautiful Badlands, but it offers many attractions relating to history of the 

“Wild West” and Roosevelt’s life in the Badlands. Susan took me to every possible museum, 

historic site and interactive program in and around Medora: the Harold Schafer Heritage Center, 

Chateau de Mores, the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, the “Teddy Roosevelt Salute to 

Medora,” “Jarod Mason Live,” the Medora Gospel Lunch, and, last but not least, the famous 

Medora Musical. Dedicated to the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt and America’s patriotic 

heritage, host cowboy Chet Wollan and The Burning Hills Singers treated the audience to a 

two-hour long, high-energy music show that really blew my mind. I especially loved the 

beginning of the musical, when the American flag was raised and we all stood up to sing 

America’s national anthem. I was impressed by the hospitality and the dedication of all the 

employees and the performers to preserve the Medora heritage. Joe Wiegand’s performance as 

Theodore Roosevelt was truly realistic and brought Roosevelt to life as a president, husband, 

father, soldier, hunter and Badlands rancher. It was a nice surprise to receive a teddy bear (the 

stuffed bears are named after the President) from Joe Wiegand himself after the show, and to 

With Sharon Kilzer and Joe Wiegand, 

impersonator of  Theodore Roosevelt 



 

15 

 

receive an invitation to have dinner together at the “Badlands Pizza and Saloon,” where we 

discussed American history and the upcoming election over a delicious bottle of white wine 

and pepperoni pizza. Of course, no Wild West experience is complete without a horse ride. For 

the first time in my life, I saddled up and rode a horse. This horse ride at the Medora Riding 

Stables took me along trails with beautiful views of the Badlands. 

 

On Thursday, I was invited to spend a day on campus at Dickinson State University with the 

lovely Sharon Kilzer, the project manager of the Theodore Roosevelt Center at DSU. Upon 

arrival she told me she had arranged for me to give a presentation about my thesis to a group of 

students in Dr. Deb Dragseth’s class. Although this was not on the itinerary, and thus totally 

unprepared, I enjoyed talking about my research project and answering questions from students. 

They were very interested about the Netherlands, and wanted to know how we, as Europeans, 

are looking at the election season. After the class, Sharon introduced me to her colleagues and 

showed me TRC’s comprehensive digital archive: the digital library offers over a million of 

Roosevelt’s  documents, from letters and diaries to scrapbooks and films! 
           

Unfortunately, all good things come to an end, including 

my trip to North Dakota. The trip did end on a very big 

high - my hosts from the Theodore Roosevelt Medora 

Foundation had arranged for me to go on a hot air 

balloon-ride. The annual Medora Hot Air Balloon Rally 

attracts many spectators, and the morning of the balloon 

ride everybody was excited and hoped the balloons 

would be able to fly. After all, the weather plays a 

critical role in a successful, safe balloon ride. The crew 

and passengers came together at 5.30 in the morning for 

a briefing. After studying the weather forecast and 

watching little test balloons successfully go up, it was 

decided we were going to fly in the balloons. I never 

realized how much work goes into the preparation of 

making the balloon ready to go up in the air. There were 

eight balloons in total, and every balloon had a team of 

about eight people (two passengers per balloon, and six 

crew members) to work together and to set up the balloon and make it ready for take-off. It was 

a fascinating process, and when the balloons were ready, I was paired with Secretary of State 

Jaeger and we jumped into the wicker basket. Our incredible pilot Jim Berchert did a fantastic 

job piloting the balloon and making this one of the most amazing experiences of my life. For 

over an hour, we flew over the Badlands and were treated to the most amazing views of the 

Theodore Roosevelt National park from above. It really did not get much better than this. 
            

As I continued my travels, my mind often wandered back to the wonderful memories during 

my time in a wonderful little town in North Dakota. I feel incredibly grateful for this amazing 

experience. Once again, I would like to thank the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, the 

Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg, the American Embassy in The Hague, and all the other 

wonderful people I met along the way for making this trip possible.  
 

With Al Jaeger, the North Dakota 

Secretary of State 
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Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2017  
 

MA theses should be submitted to the RSC through the American 

Studies coordinator by 31 December 2016. The jury consists of Dr. 

Joanne van der Woude (University of  Groningen), Dr. George Blaustein 

(University of Amsterdam) and the winner of the TRAHA 2016, 

Martina van Cimmenaede. 

 

The prize will be a trip to Medora and Dickinson in North Dakota. The 

winner will be a guest of the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation 

and Dickinson State University and will visit TR sites in the surrounding area and the Badlands.  

 

We encourage students interested in competing for the TRAHA 2017 to contact their thesis 

supervisor and visit www.roosevelt.nl for more information. 

 

 

RSC Library Internships 2017  
 

Want to learn practical experience in an academic institute and broaden your knowledge about 

America? 

  

The Roosevelt Study Center offers the position of intern (36 hours per week) for a period of 

three months, starting 1 April 2017. The RSC is looking for a student in American studies, 

history or international relations. Fluency in English and Dutch is required. 

 

The activities of the intern include: library duties, assisting the 

staff in the organization of conferences, editorial work, making 

archival materials accessible, the translation of documents, and 

secretarial assistance. It is taken into account that the intern has 

time for his/her own research alongside these tasks. 

 

The RSC offers an informative and varied work environment. 

A standard remuneration is available for the internship. 

 
Former intern Roel Bos looks back fondly on his time at the RSC: “The internship allowed me 

to fully experience the academic world, giving me new perspectives on my future!” 

 

 

RSC Instagram Account 
 

As of October 2016, the RSC has started posting regular updates on its 

all-new Instagram account! These include highlights of our collection, 

pictures of events at the Center and daily activities of the staff.  

 

You can follow us on www.instagram.com/rooseveltstudycenter/. 
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FULBRIGHT NEWS 

 

Fulbright Distinguished Teachers Program 

 

In January 2017 the Netherlands will participate for the second time in the Fulbright 

Distinguished Awards in Teaching Program. As part of this program, six teachers will come to 

the Netherlands. They will be hosted by five research universities and one pedagogical 

academy. They will follow courses, if possible, and set up their own research project, and will 

hopefully be able to use the outcome of this project in their home situation. Below, you will 

find a short description of the six selected teachers for the Fulbright Distinguished Awards in 

Teaching.  

 

Vanessa D’Egidio 

Vanessa teaches Social Studies in middle school at the School at Columbia University (ages 

10-14 years), in New York, an ethnically and racially diverse school. She will be hosted by the 

Erasmus University Rotterdam, by Dr. Sabine Severiens, of the department of Pedagogical 

Sciences.  

Her research question is how to engage students with diverse perspectives in the social studies 

classroom. This involves giving students opportunities to critically examine historical sources 

from different viewpoints, as well as bridge connections between past, present and future by 

analyzing current events. She has experience in anti-bias curriculum development and hopes to 

be able to develop professionally in the area of curriculum, perspectives and social issues.  

 

Colleen Kellog 

Colleen is a teacher at Montclair Elementary School in Portland, Oregon, where she teaches 

second grade (ages 7-8 years), which has an economically and linguistically diverse population 

of students. She will be hosted by Utrecht University, and her academic advisor will be Dr. 

Rick de Graaff of the Utrecht Institute of Linguistics OTS.  

Her project is to research what she can learn from foreign language acquisition in elementary 

schools, in particular in bilingual classrooms. She is highly interested in Content and Language 

Integrated Learning (CLIL) and she wants to find out how this is applied in the Netherlands. 

She plans to use the results in terms of statistics, experience and successful models in face-to-

face communication and based in this designing web-based models.  

 

Jennifer Pierson 

Jennifer is an elementary kindergarten school teacher (ages 4-5), at Bruce Monroe at Parkview 

Elementary School in Washington DC, a dual English-Spanish school with students primarily 

from a lower socio-economic status who do not have English as their first language. She will 

be hosted by Utrecht University, and her academic advisor will be Dr. Liesbeth Kester, of the 

Education and Pedagogy department.  

She is interested in the role of play and nature in learning and has proposed a cap stone project 

to find out how Dutch primary schools, including kindergartens, integrate these two types of 

learning in their curriculum. With the results of her project she hopes to introduce a somewhat 

different methodology in the classroom, less geared towards academic skills and more based 

on play and nature exploration. Her idea is that play and nature exploration may bring more 

balance in the classroom and less stress. She plans to build a pilot program in her own school 

after returning and then evaluate and see how this methodology could be built into the whole 

curriculum.  
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Michael Popelka 
Michael is a kindergarten teacher at Roxhill Elementary School, in Seattle, Washington. It is a 

multi-cultural urban school with many low-income students. He will be hosted by the university 

of applied science IPABO in Amsterdam, and his academic advisor is Dr. Annerieke Boland.  

His research will be studying how the fine arts, environmental education and play are 

incorporated in daily study in schools. He wants to compare opportunities to access these types 

of learning in schools with high migrant student populations, and to research whether this kind 

of education for young children with different ethnic backgrounds breaks down the barrier 

between the groups.  

 

Al Schleicher 

Al is a high school English teacher for grade 10 (age 14-15 years) and Speech and Debate 

teacher for grades 11-12 (age 16-18 years) at the Los Angeles Leadership Academy in Los 

Angeles, California. The school mainly has low-income, English as a second language student 

population. He will be hosted by the University of Amsterdam, and his academic advisor will 

be Dr. Olga Fischer of the English Language/Linguistics department. 

Al intends to discover the secret of the high quality of debate in English among Dutch students, 

both at the high school as well as the university level, as is shown by the number of prizes Dutch 

students win at international debate contests. His interest is not so much debate quality per se, 

but why it is that the Dutch whose mother tongue is not English, do so well in this second 

language.  

 

Thomas Vranesich 

Thomas is a Library Media Specialist who teaches at Franklin Lakes Middle School in Franklin 

Lakes, New Jersey in grades 6 to 8 (ages 11 to 14 years). This is a school with a high percentage 

of special needs students. He will be hosted by Utrecht University, and his academic advisor 

will be Dr. Liesbeth Kester, of the Education and Pedagogy department. 

His project is to research how to best equip teachers with material to teach students who are 

challenged intellectually to become life-long, knowledgeable and skilled consumers and 

producers of (new) media.  These students are often better producers than consumers, as he has 

found, which will hopefully make it easy to connect with students whose language he does not 

speak, because he can use images and video to communicate with them rather than texts and 

spoken language.  
 

 

Fulbright Center stagevisumprogramma 
 

Wil je stage lopen in Amerika? Studeer je in het hoger onderwijs of in het mbo (niveau 4) en 

ben je nog geen jaar afgestudeerd? Dan hebben wij het juiste programma voor jou! Het 

stageprogramma van het Fulbright Center biedt Nederlandse wo-, hbo- en mbo-studenten de 

gelegenheid deel te nemen aan de American way of life. Jij regelt een stageplek van maximaal 

twaalf maanden, het Fulbright Center regelt de visumdocumenten en een basisverzekering 

tegen ziektekosten. 

 

Let op: Hou rekening met een minimale behandeltermijn van zes weken! 
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Werkervaring opdoen door middel van een stage in de VS is niet alleen erg leerzaam, maar staat 

ook prima op je CV. Werken in de VS kan niet zomaar. Er gelden tal van restricties en het kan 

erg lastig zijn een visum te bemachtigen. Grote werkgevers in de VS kunnen je soms wel aan 

de juiste documenten helpen, maar veel kleinere bedrijven en instellingen niet. Dan bieden 

bemiddelingsorganisaties uitkomst. Het Fulbright Center werkt met de grootste organisatie in 

de VS samen en biedt Nederlandse studenten daarmee de kans om een visum te verkrijgen. 

 

Het Fulbright Center verzorgt de selectie van de deelnemers. Iedere belangstellende van 

achttien jaar of ouder die op het moment van aanmelding als fulltime student staat ingeschreven 

bij een Nederlandse instelling voor hoger onderwijs (hbo en universiteit) of bij een mbo-

opleiding op niveau vier, kan zich aanmelden voor het stageprogramma in de zogenaamde 

Intern categorie. Het is noodzakelijk dat je vóór aanmelding beschikt over een stageplaats in de 

Verenigde Staten. Deelnemers aan het programma lopen stage bij Amerikaanse bedrijven en 

organisaties, bijvoorbeeld bij reclamebureaus, hotels, uitgeverijen, laboratoria, of in de media. 

Je zult, als Intern, in overleg met je onderwijsinstelling, de begeleiding en studiepunten moeten 

regelen. 

  

Kosten 
De kosten voor deelname aan het programma als Intern zijn afhankelijk van de lengte van je 

stage. Deze lopen van €1.325 voor een verblijf van één tot drie maanden tot €2.276 voor een 

verblijf van ruim een jaar. Dit is inclusief kosten voor aanmelding, verzekering tegen 

ziektekosten, de SEVIS fee (kosten van verplichte inschrijving in een Amerikaanse databank), 

de documenten waarmee je een visum kan aanvragen, gebruik van het documentatiecentrum en 

een handboek en begeleiding in de VS. Het Fulbright Center zorgt voor hulp en controle vooraf 

bij de aanvraag. Voor eigen rekening komen de kosten van het visum zelf van $160 (circa €145 

- prijspeil september 2016) en uiteraard je kosten van verblijf en heen- en terugreis. 

  

Geen deadline! 
Je stage kan ingaan op elk moment van het jaar. Er geldt geen deadline voor aanmelding, maar 

de behandeltijd is wel minimaal 6 weken nadat we je complete aanmelding en betaling hebben 

ontvangen. Ingediende aanmeldingen en alle toebehoren zoals testresultaten worden eigendom 

van het Fulbright Center. Een afschrift wordt niet verstrekt. Bewaar daarom een kopie van alle 

ingediende stukken voor je eigen archief. 

  

Meer informatie 
Voor meer informatie kun je contact opnemen met Ramona Saya: 020-5315930 

of r.saya@fulbright.nl. 

 

 

 

  



 

20 

 

 

 

US EMBASSY NEWS  
 

 

New Appointments 
 

Joann Lockard (Counselor for Public Affairs) has been succeeded 

by Sherry Keneson-Hall, who has worked for the Department of 

State as a diplomat since 2002. In  addition to The Hague, she has 

served in Public Affairs Sections in Conakry, Guinea; Brussels, 

Belgium; Sofia, Bulgaria; and Prague, Czech Republic. She has 

a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Mass Communications 

from Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia and a 

Master’s degree in Political Science and International Relations from the University of Rhode 

Island in Kingston, Rhode Island. Before working as a diplomat she worked as a journalist for 

the Daily Independent newspaper in Ashland, Kentucky. During her graduate studies she taught 

American Government and International Relations at the University of Rhode Island. She is 

married and has two children. 

 

E- mail: keneson-hallsc@state.gov 

 

Adrian Pratt is the new Assistant Public Affairs Officer at the US Embassy 

in The Hague, replacing Rob Anderson. After a twenty-year career as 

reporter, editor, and publisher for various newspapers in the US, Pratt 

decided to join the Foreign Service. This is his third tour, after Wellington, 

New Zealand, and New Del  hi, India. He is married to Amy, with two sons; 

Morgan, 20, is studying at the University of North Carolina, and Ewan, 

17, is living in the Hague with them.  

 

E-mail: prattaj@state.gov 

 

 

Farewell Tilly de Groot 
 

 

As of 1 January 2017, Tilly de Groot will leave the Embassy after many 

years of service at the Public Affairs Office. Jean-Paul Horsch will take 

over her duties as Acting Cultural Affairs Specialist. His e-mail address 

is: horschjp@state.gov. 

 

The NASA gratefully thanks Tilly for her lively spirit and decades 

of creative assistance!!!  
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NEWS  
 

 

West Wing Kick-Off 
 

Op 13 oktober werden 75 young professionals en masterstudenten verwelkomd op het 

ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken voor de Kick-Off van The West Wing. Ook dit collegejaar 

zal deze denktank de Directie Westelijk Halfrond (DWH) van het ministerie van Buitenlandse 

Zaken voorzien van innovatieve oplossingen voor huidige beleidsvraagstukken. Na een 

welkomstwoord van Matthijs Wolters, plaatsvervangend directeur van DWH, werden de drie 

beleidsvraagstukken aan de aanwezigen voorgelegd. De beleidsvragen zijn gericht op drie 

thema’s: De samenwerking tussen Nederland en 

de Verenigde Staten, een nieuwe Latijns-Amerika 

strategie en regionale organisaties in het westelijk 

halfrond. 

 

Op de Kick-Off werden de beleidsvragen in 

verschillende interactieve sessies toegelicht door 

medewerkers van het ministerie. Hierdoor konden 

de deelnemers kennismaken met de materie en 

kregen zij de gelegenheid vragen te stellen over 

het beleid van het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in 

het westelijk halfrond.  

 

 

NASA-Project “Opleiding VS & Canada BZ/DW” 
 

Ten behoeve van de opleidingsprogramma van medewerkers van de directie Westelijk Halfrond 

(DWH) van het Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken, organiseerde de NASA dit voorjaar een 

boeiende lezingenserie: 

 

Giles Scott-Smith (UL) en Roberta Haar (University College Maastricht) gaven ieder een lezing 

over de structurele en strategische kanten van de Noord-Amerikaanse buitenlandse politiek. 

Deze twee lezingen werden gevolgd door een tweedaags seminar met de volgende  sprekers en 

onderwerpen:  

- Hans Krabbendam (RSC), “Het immigratiedebat in Amerika en de gevolgen voor 

buitenlandse betrekkingen” 

- Kees Koonings (UU),“De Verenigde Staten en de betrekkingen met Latijns Amerika” 

- Paul van Hooft (UvA), “Transnationale organisaties en het maatschappelijke midden in de 

transatlantische betrekkingen”  

- Mathilde Roza (RUN), “Tien belangrijke boeken die je Amerika leren begrijpen” 

- Jaap Verheul (UU), “Trends in de Nederlands-Amerikaanse betrekkingen” 

- Bastiaan van Apeldoorn (VU), “Geopolitieke factoren in het Amerikaanse handelsbeleid” 

- Frank Mehring (RUN), “Rhetoric of Freedom in American Foreign Policy” 

 
Zowel sprekers als BZ-beleidsmedewerkers en NASA-leden waren enthousiast over de variatie 

in het programma - van wat technischere verhalen over TTIP en de wat luchtigere onderwerpen 

zoals de tien boeken - en de discussie tussen denkers en doeners. 
 

Volgend jaar komt er een tweede serie met nieuwe onderwerpen.  
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PhD DEFENSES 

 

Maarten van Gageldonk, “Transatlantic Mediators: Grove Press, Evergreen 

Review and Postwar European Literature” 

 
PhD Defense, Radboud University Nijmegen 

On 25 January 2016, Maarten van Gageldonk defended his PhD titled Transatlantic Mediators: 

Grove Press, Evergreen Review and Postwar European Literature.  

In his thesis Van Gageldonk studied the American publisher Grove Press (1951-now) and its 

in-house literary magazine Evergreen Review (1957-1973). Drawing on a voluminous amount 

of archival materials housed at Syracuse University, the thesis reconstructs Grove Press’s role 

as a transatlantic cultural mediator, as it brought a wide variety of postwar, European avant-

garde writers to the American literary market in the 1950 and 1960s. Among the most successful 

writers Grove Press introduced in the United States Samuel Beckett, Bertolt Brecht, Eugène 

Ionesco, Alain Robbe-Grillet and Boris Vian. Next to charting the successes and failures of 

Grove Press’s European writers on the American literary market, this thesis also reevaluates 

current theories on cultural transfer and cultural networks, and is embedded in ongoing debates 

within the field of periodical studies. 

Maarten van Gageldonk teaches American literature and culture at Leiden University and 

Amsterdam University, as well cultural and literary history at the ArtEZ Institute for the Arts 

in Arnhem.  
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Berit Brink, “Revelatory Lines, Revolutionary Love: Beats, Black Arts and 

the Poetics of Public Engagement” 

 

 

PhD Defense, 3 November 2016, University of Florida 

 

Chair: Tace Hedrick 

Committee members: Marsha Bryant, Debra Walker King, Louise Newman 

 

On 3 November 2016 Berit Brink successfully defended her PhD dissertation, titled 

“Revelatory Lines, Revolutionary Love: Beats, Black Arts and the Poetics of Public 

Engagement.”  

 

In this dissertation, she examines the ways in which poets from both the Beat Generation and 

the Black Arts movement used poetry as a form of activism during the long 1960s (1955-1975) 

in San Francisco, and considers to what extent parallels in their performative and stylistic 

strategies warrant a reconceptualization of “the counterculture.”  

Specifically, by juxtaposing the early work of Beat poets Gary Snyder and Michael McClure 

with that of Black Arts poets Nikki Giovanni and Sonia Sanchez, she shows that each used 

poetry to project so-called “alternative social imaginaries”: visions of an ideal society that 

served as the driving force behind social change.  

In addition to this commonality, she also shows how performance in the public sphere and 

engagement with publics were crucial for all four poets. Although the Beats and Black Arts’ 

ideologies diverged, then, the resemblance of some of their core ideals and strategies make it 

possible to argue that they could, to a certain extent, be seen as part of the same counterculture.  
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Karin Lurvink, “‘Meer dan Racisme en Armoede Alleen’: Gedwongen 

Winkelnering op Plantages in Louisiana vergeleken met Veenderijen in 

Nederland, 1865-1920” 

 
Promotie, 25 november 2016, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

 
Op 25 november om 13:45 zal Karin Lurvink haar 

proefschrift verdedigen, getiteld: “Meer dan 

Racisme en Armoede Alleen”: Gedwongen 

Winkelnering op Plantages in Louisiana 

vergeleken met Veenderijen in Nederland, 1865-

1920. 

 

Gedwongen winkelnering houdt in dat 

arbeidslonen in natura werden betaald via de 

winkel van de werkgever. Dit was een globaal 

fenomeen aan het einde van de negentiende en het 

begin van de twintigste eeuw. Deze 

betalingsmethode wordt in deze dissertatie op een 

internationaal niveau geanalyseerd om het op 

nationaal en globaal niveau te begrijpen. 

Daarnaast verschaft het nieuwe informatie over het 

ontstaan van dit soort arbeidsrelaties. 

 

Waar historici die zich eerder over dit onderwerp bogen zich vooral focusten op de uitbuiting 

van de arbeiders, betrekt Lurvink ook de ervaringen van de werkgever in haar dissertatie. Met 

deze aanpak worden zowel werknemer als werkgever gezien als rationele individuen die zelf 

de kosten en baten van gedwongen winkelnering afwogen. Hierdoor distantieert de auteur zich 

in het betoog van de morele debatten over racisme en armoede. 

 

Verder laat Lurvink met haar comparatieve analyse tussen Amerikaanse plantages en 

Nederlandse veenderijen zien dat dit betaalsysteem los moet worden gezien van het 

slavernijverleden: in Louisiana werden zowel zwarte als witte arbeiders beloond volgens dit 

systeem, en het kwam ook voor in een slavenvrij land als Nederland. Deze, en andere nieuwe 

inzichten die zijn voortgekomen uit dit proefschrift laten zien dat gedwongen winkelnering in 

een breder raamwerk moet worden bezien dan alleen dat van racisme, slavernij en uitbuiting. 

 

 

 

  



 

25 

 

CONFERENCES 
 

Unhinging the National Framework:  

Platform for the Study of 

Transnational Life-Writing 
 

9 December 2016, 10:00-15:00, VU Amsterdam 

 

The VU-based international expert group “Unhinging the National Framework: Platform for 

the Study of Transnational Life-Writing” had its kick-off meeting on Friday, September 30th. 

Dr. Babs Boter, instructor and researcher at the VU Department of Language, Literature and 

Communication, initiated the group and also acts as its convener.  

 

Twenty junior and senior scholars, all involved in biographical projects on internationally 

operating 20th century figures, share their findings and ideas during a symposium on 9 

December 2016. The symposium will be open to the public. Among the participants are Prof. 

Giles Scott-Smith (University of Leiden), who is working on a biographical project concerning 

the informal diplomacy of the Dutch entrepreneur and philanthropist Ernst H. van Eeghen 

during the 1980s and 1990s; Dr. Marijke Huisman (Utrecht University) who has written on 

American slave narratives; PhD student Lonneke Geerlings (VU) who portrays the life and 

work of Rosey Pool, a Dutch writer and translator engaged in the American Civil Rights 

Movement; and Dr. Babs Boter (VU) who is writing a biography of Mary Pos, a Dutch female 

travel journalist who visited the US seven times and published three book-length travel books 

on her American experiences.  

 

The “Unhinging” project is supported by VU staff members Prof. Susan Legêne and Prof.  

Diederik Oostdijk, and sponsored by the VU-based Research Institute for Culture, History and 

Heritage (Clue+), and the Department of Language, Literature and Communication.  

 

NASA members who are interested to join the expert group are kindly asked to contact Babs 

Boter at b.boter@vu.nl.  

 

 

HOTCUS  

 

Winter Symposium 

The 2017 HOTCUS Winter Symposium will be held at the Eccles Centre for American Studies, 

British Library, London on Saturday 18 February 2017. The theme of the event will be “War 

and Conflict in Twentieth Century US Society and Culture.” 

 

Annual Conference 2017 

The HOTCUS annual conference is the centerpiece of the organization’s calendar. It 

traditionally takes place over two days in the summer, and plays host to a range of research 

presentations, state of the field round tables, plenary lectures. 

The 2017 conference will take place at University College Dublin on 16-18 June 2017.  

 

More information on the HOTCUS Winter Symposium and the Annual Conference 2107: 

www.hotcus.org.uk 
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BAAS Annual Conference 2017  

 

The 62nd Annual British Association for American Studies Conference will take place on 6-8 

April 2017 at Canterbury Christ Church University. The keynote speakers are: 

 

Trudier Harris 

Professor of English, University of Alabama, sponsored by Canterbury Christ Church 

University 

Marjorie Spruill 

Professor of History, University of South Carolina, sponsored by the Journal of American 

Studies 

Brian Ward 

Professor of American Studies, Northumbria University, sponsored by the Eccles Centre for 

American Studies at the British Library 

 

For more information, consult the BAAS website: www.baas.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AADAS17 Conference 
 

The AADAS board is thrilled to announce that their 21st biennial conference will be held in 

Fulton, Illinois, 15-17 June 2017. Henk Aay and local organizer Barbara Mask are organizing 

the overall three-day program. Henk Aay and Herm De Vries (current AADAS president and 

vice-president) will guide the conference papers from proposals to presentations. 

 

The theme of the conference is Dutch (North) Americans, Agriculture and Rural Life, Past and 

Present. Especially during Dutch immigration into the Midwest during the 19th century, 

farming and rural life was the mainstay of the settlers’ life. And the contributions of Dutch 

(North) Americans to agriculture have continued to this day. 

 

We are interested in encouraging research and papers on Dutch (North) Americans and 

agriculture through a wide lens, both through time and by topic. Pioneer farming as well as 

modern milking parlors are suitable subjects. Topics may range from rural life, rural settlement, 

rural economy, rural villages and institutions, and country churches to more specialized 

agriculture such as horticulture, dairying, truck/market gardening, fruit growing, nurseries and 

greenhouses and, finally, to agricultural processing industries and farm equipment.  

 

Paper proposals on other topics about the Dutch in North America will also be considered. 

 

Please submit abstracts of no more than 250-words and brief CV to Henk Aay at 

aay@calvin.edu by 1 February 2017. 

 

  

http://www.aadas.nl/
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

Zachary Finch - The Roosevelt Rescue: Restoring Dutch America 
 

The redevelopment of Ground Zero requires the successful attorney Daniel Van Wart to explore 

New York City’s earliest history, when it was still Dutch. Surprised by his findings, Daniel can 

not help but be intrigued by the lasting Dutch influence on America. 

Daniel’s research has unexpected consequences. Hidden in the historical record is a centuries-

old legal claim a powerful group plans to use for its own gain. Until their plan comes to fruition, 

they will do anything to keep the matter quiet. 

Shadowed by a possible assassin and banned from the case by his prestigious law firm, Daniel 

realizes he has stumbled onto information that could shake two nations. With the help of Dutch 

activist attorney Kate Bates, he picks up the trail that prior American presidents were forced to 

abandon, revealing a formidable pattern that seemed erased from the world’s memory - and that 

could cost them their lives. 

A fast-paced thriller, The Roosevelt Rescue reveals a side of history rarely taught in schools -

the history of the decisive Dutch role in the formation of the United States as the world’s leading 

republic. 

 

 

Dario Fazzi - Eleanor Roosevelt and the Anti-Nuclear Movement: Voice of 

Conscience 
 

Historians and biographers have already - and extensively - reconstructed Eleanor Roosevelt’s 

most important public and private achievements as well as her career as a liberal power broker. 

But no analysis before this book has ever focused on her commitment to nuclear disarmament. 

This study is therefore the first systematic attempt to explore which ideals have inspired her 

anti-nuclear stances and which effects her pronouncements on nuclear weapons have produced 

on the domestic debate on nuclear fallout.  

 

Eleanor Roosevelt played indeed a peculiar role in the transnational struggle against the nuclear 

weapons that emerged worldwide between the mid-1940s and the early 1960s. She was an 

integral part of a massive campaign mounted by eminent members of the international scientific 

community, several national and transnational organizations, and many influential individuals 

who were committed to mold public opinion’s understanding of nuclear weapons. She was very 

well informed about the technical details of nuclear policymaking and remained politically very 

well connected and influential even after her husband’s death in 1945.  

 

Accordingly, she was in the best position to lobby for nuclear disarmament. But she did more 

than this. Her main goal was to educate the public and help common people to grasp the real 

hazards of the nuclear arms race. Her acute rhetoric, filled with stirring appeals and widely 

understandable metaphors, contributed to the opening of the nuclear fallout debate and 

gradually transformed her into a prominent anti-nuclear mass educator, to the point of becoming 

for many, as this book argues, a reliable voice of conscience. 
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Duco Hellema & Giles Scott-Smith - De Amerikaanse Ambassade in Den 

Haag: Een blik achter de schermen van de Amerikaans-Nederlandse 

betrekkingen 

  

Geen wandelaar kan het over het hoofd zien: De Amerikaanse ambassade, behuisd in het 

opvallende modernistische gebouw aan het Haagse Lange Voorhout. Wat speelde zich af achter 

die strenge façade? Wat deed de ambassade tijdens de Koude Oorlog en hoe ging men om met 

de vele demonstraties tegen de Verenigde Staten vanaf de jaren zestig? 

  

In 2017 verhuist de ambassade naar Wassenaar; aanleiding voor een terugblik op roerige tijden 

waarin het gebouw zijn functie vervulde. Van de soap die voorafging aan de locatiekeuze tot 

de indruk van de medewerkers, in de jaren zestig en zeventig, dat “anybody under 35, roughly 

speaking, hated the United States with passion.”   

  

In vijftien hoofdstukken schetsen verschillende experts de rijke historie van het Haagse 

zenuwcentrum van de Amerikaans-Nederlandse betrekkingen. Ze gaan in op de vraag of de 

Amerikaanse ambassade meer was dan een normale diplomatieke instantie? Ze maakten daarbij 

gebruik van archiefmateriaal en interviews, maar ook van een cruciale recente bron: WikiLeaks. 

  

Dit boek verscheen onder redactie van Duco Hellema en Giles Scott-Smith en bevat bijdragen 

van Bert van der Zwan, Joop de Jong, Floribert Baudet, Ine Megens, Wijnand Galema, Constant 

Hijzen, Cees Wiebes, Rimko van der Maar, Fréderique Holtrop, Duco Hellema, Kim van der 

Wijngaart, Giles Scott-Smith, Ruud van Dijk en Tim Wencker. 

 

 

Hallvard Notaker, Giles Scott-Smith & David J. Snyder - Reasserting 

America in the 1970s: US Public Diplomacy and the Rebuilding of America’s 

Image Abroad 
 

Reasserting America in the 1970s brings together two areas of burgeoning scholarly interest. 

On the one hand, scholars are investigating the many ways in which the 1970s constituted a 

profound era of transition in the international order. The American defeat in Vietnam, the 

breakdown of the Bretton Woods exchange system and a string of domestic setbacks including 

Watergate, Three-Mile Island and reversals during the Carter years all contributed to a grand 

reappraisal of the power and prestige of the United States in the world. In addition, the rise of 

new global competitors such as Germany and Japan, the pursuit of détente with the Soviet 

Union and the emergence of new private sources of global power contributed to uncertainty.  
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GRANTS 
 

 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2017 
 

NASA offers a travel grant of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 

research trips to the United States. The grant is named after professor Rob Kroes, former NASA 

and EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The grant is available for 

Masters and PhD students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 

 

The regulations are as follows: 

- Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary 

of their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

- The deadline for submitting applications is 31 December 2016; 

- All applications should be sent to Hans Krabbendam at NASAbestuur@gmail.com; 

- A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by 15 January;  

- Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (± 1.000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 

Newsletter and on the NASA website. 

- The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 
 

One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This 

is especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the 

humanities is squeezed. Since 2010, NASA has awarded grants of €500 each year to assist 

Dutch students who are studying for an MA or PhD to undertake research in the United States.  

 

In order to sustain this initiative - and, we hope, to expand it - NASA is giving members the 

opportunity to contribute to the Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund. This ring-fenced fund is dedicated 

solely to the provision of research grants to students at Dutch universities. You may make a 

one-time contribution or, if you choose, a regular donation. Donors can be published in the 

NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course choose to give anonymously. Please give 

generously!  
Donation may be transferred directly to the NASA account (IBAN: NL23 INGB000 2976924 

and BIC: INGBNL2A). Please indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on the 

annual list of donors. 

 

  

Last year’s Travel Grant went to Marie Synofzick, who used it for a 

journey to Iowa for her research on the Amana Colonies. 
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RSC Research Grants 
 

European scholars at all stages in their careers (advanced students preparing for a 

master’s or doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a publication) are invited to apply 

for a RSC Research Grant. The grant consists of a per diem of €45 (covering bed and breakfast 

in a low-budget hotel), payment of travel expenses. The minimum research period at the 

Roosevelt Study Center is one week. The maximum grant is 

€550. 
 

All applications for a RSC research grant involving research 

work leading to a master’s or doctoral degree must be endorsed 

by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt Study 

Center can only offer a limited number of grants and will divide 

them between applicants from different European countries. 

Applications for a Roosevelt Study Center research grant should be submitted at least two 

months before the desired period of research.  

 

Visit the RSC website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information and further guidelines, as well 

as a grant application form.  

 

 

Call for Admissions: Master of Arts in American Studies at Heidelberg 
 

The University of Heidelberg (Germany) currently offers six scholarships to outstanding 

international students interested in applying for the American Studies MA that cover the tuition 

fee and include a monthly stipend. The admission deadline is 31 March 2017. For more 

information: http://www.hca.uni-heidelberg.de/ma/tuition.html.  

 

 

2017 TERRA Foundation Academic Awards, Fellowships and Grants 
 

 

Terra Foundation academic awards, fellowships, and grants help scholars in the field of 

American art realize their academic and professional goals and support the worldwide study 

and presentation of the historical art of the United States. Some examples of these opportunities 

are: 

 

 Research Travel Grants to the United States 
 International Research Travel Grants for US-based Scholars 
 Fellowships at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 

 Academic Workshop & Symposium Grants 
 

For a complete listing of Terra Foundation academic awards, fellowships, and grant 

opportunities, please visit: www.terraamericanart.org/academic-awards. You can apply for 

each individually at the same website.   
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CALENDAR 2016-2018 

 

2016 

Date Event Location 

25 November 2016 PhD Defense Karin Lurvink Amsterdam 

9 December 2016 Unhinging the National Framework 

Symposium 

Amsterdam 

31 December 2016 Deadline TRAHA 2017  

31 December 2016 Deadline Rob Kroes Travel Grant  

 

2017 

18 Februrary 2017 HOTCUS Winter Symposium London, UK 

1 March 2017 Deadline NASA Newsletter  

20-24 March 2017 HCA Spring Academy Heidelberg, Germany 

31 March 2017 Deadline Heidelberg American 

Studies Scholarship 

 

6-8 April 2017 BAAS Annual Conference 2017 Canterbury, UK 

15-17 June 2017 AADAS17 Conference Fulton, Illinois, USA 

16-18 June 2017 HOTCUS Annual Conference 2017 Dublin, Ireland 

 

2018 

4-7 April 2018 EAAS Conference London, UK 
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