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Why do we want to reach out?

Policy makers can benefit greatly from regular interaction with representatives from the private sector, the academic

community and others with an interest in international relations. Such contacts can also help to inform you about our

activities and the policy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in a number of foreign policy areas.

We are therefore reaching out to you to offer our expertise, anecdotes and insights. We are happy to share our work and

thoughts with you at any public events, meetings or debates that you may be organizing and that you feel we could

contribute to. In exchange we would enjoy learning from your and your audience’s knowledge and perspectives.

Below you can see who we are and what experiences we are able to share. If you are interested in enlisting one of us for

a forthcoming discussion or event, feel free to contact us at: DWH@minbuza.nl

North America

Astrid de Vries Alma Mater: Erasmus University Rotterdam

Astrid de Vries is the Head of the section North America and Kingdom Affairs. She previously worked at the Asia and
Pacific Department in The Hague, and she was posted at the Netherlands embassy in Rome, before returning to The
Hague for a position at the Department for European Integration at the Ministry. In 2005 Astrid was appointed
deputy consul-general at the Netherlands Consulate General in Toronto, with a major focus on commercial and
cultural affairs. From there she moved on to the Netherlands Embassy in Bamako, Mali, where she worked on
political, human rights, cultural affairs and public diplomacy. In 2011-2012 she joined the Netherlands’ Police
Training Mission in Kunduz, Afghanistan, as a Rule of Law Advisor. Subsequently, she worked Hague as Head of the
Horn of Africa Section in the Sub-Sahara Africa Department at the Ministry.
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Meline Arakelian Alma Mater: Utrecht University

Meline Arakelian is Policy Coordinator North America at the Western Hemisphere Department, with a particular
focus on the United States. Previously she was posted in Cairo as political officer during 2009 – 2012, where she
witnessed the popular revolt that led to the ouster of President Mubarak and the ongoing struggle of the Egyptian
people toward democracy. She has also worked at the Human Rights Department of the MFA, focusing on the
MENA-region. Before joining the Dutch Foreign Service, she worked as policy advisor in the European Parliament,
following the Committee on Civil Liberties, Human Rights and Migration, and as an intern at International Criminal
Court for the Former Yugoslavia.

Fennigje Hinse Alma Mater: London School of Economics and Political Science

Fenn Hinse serves as the Senior Desk Officer within the North-America cluster, focusing on the bilateral relationship
with the United States. She previously served as the Desk Officer for Canada and worked on Canada’s foreign policy,
domestic politics, its relationship with the US and the future of transatlantic cooperation. She served as the Senior
Political Officer at the Dutch Embassy in Ottawa, Canada from 2009 to 2014. Fenn would be able to speak about
transatlantic relations, human rights policy, political cooperation with Mexico and any and all things related to
Canada.

Youri Goudswaard Alma Mater: University of Amsterdam

Youri Goudswaard serves as Policy Officer within the North-America cluster, focusing on Canada. Youri previously
worked in the Finance Department, and fulfilled postings at the Netherlands Embassies in Tokyo and Jakarta. In his
current position, he is responsible for a wide range of issues related to Canada, the US and the Caribbean countries
of the Kingdom. Youri can elaborate on the work of the Ministry in general, humanitarian and emergency aid,
economic diplomacy, and on the bilateral relations with Indonesia as well as with North-American countries.

Peter Zwart Alma Mater: University of Groningen, Universidad de Deusto

Peter Zwart is a Policy Officer within the North-America and Kingdom Affairs cluster. He focuses on the bilateral
relations with Mexico and Belize. In this position, he is involved in a wide range of political issues related to these
countries at the Ministry. In his first year at the Ministry Peter was mainly involved in Kingdom Affairs, focusing on
economic diplomacy and development cooperation for small island developing states. Previously he served as
adviser European Affairs for the Dutch Organization of Municipalities.

Kingdom Affairs

Nout van Alma Mater: University of Groningen
Woudenberg

Nout van Woudenberg is Kingdom Affairs Advisor of the MFA. In that capacity, he cooperates with the Foreign
Affairs Directorates of Aruba, Curacao and Sint Maarten in the field of foreign affairs and foreign relations. Before,
as Legal Counsel, he worked together with the autonomous countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the
field of international legal matters. Moreover, Nout can be considered as an expert on the international protection
of cultural property. Recently, on request by the International Law Association, he drafted a proposal for a
Convention on Immunity from Suit and Seizure for Cultural Objects on Loan. From 2010 until 2012 Nout acted as
Chairperson of the UNESCO Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property during Armed Conflict. From 2008
until 2010, he acted as vice-Chair of the same Committee.

Jacinda Hofland Alma Mater: University of Amsterdam

Jacinda Hofland is deputy Kingdom Affairs Advisor of the MFA. In this capacity, she promotes the interest of the
Caribbean part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the field of foreign affairs. The minister of Foreign Affairs is
responsible for the foreign affairs of the whole Kingdom, so including the Caribbean countries Aruba, Curacao and
Saint Martin and the Dutch Caribbean islands Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba. Previous positions at the ministry
include desk officer for China at the Asia Department, personnel and management advisor at the personnel
department, and policy officer for asylum and migration affairs. Before joining the ministry she worked for the
Netherlands Institute on Southern Africa.



Sjoerd ten Wolde Alma Mater: London School of Economics

Sjoerd ten Wolde is policy advisor for Kingdom Affairs, promoting the interest of the Caribbean part of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands in foreign affairs. He has worked as a journalist on oil and gas markets in London, Brazil and
Colombia, and has spent a year travelling through Latin America. Sjoerd has a special interest in economics, energy
policy and Latin American politics. In his free time, he enjoys rock climbing, mountaineering, travelling and playing
the guitar.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Annette Morón Alma Mater: University of Amsterdam & London School of Economics

Annette Morón is a policy officer working in the Northern Latin American team, where she focuses predominantly
on Central America. Growing up in Curaçao, Annette is passionate about the region and the work the Ministry
carries out there. With an academic background in International Relations and International Development,
Annette enjoyed working for international organizations trying to bring about change in sexual and reproductive
health in South-East Asia and East-African contexts.

Niels van Alma Mater: Leiden University & Erasmus University Rotterdam

Wageningen
Niels van Wageningen is a policy officer working in the Southern Latin America cluster. His focal points are
Argentina, Chile and Peru, but he also follows developments in Brazil, Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador, Uruguay and
Paraguay. He has a background in Latin American Studies, Political Science and International Public Management.
Before joining the Ministry in April 2014, he interned in several organizations, amongst others in the ‘Tweede
Kamer’ and the European Parliament.

Natascha Soons Alma Mater: Leiden University

Natascha Soons is Senior Policy Officer in the Southern Latin America cluster. Her main focus is on Colombia.
Besides that, she focusses on Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador and the broader perspective of the Pacific Alliance
countries. Natascha worked in Brussels, Dar el Salaam and London. In the Ministry she worked in the Consular
and Asylum and Migration department (on South America, Europe and Asia), the European Department (on
Eastern Europe), European Integration Department (EU- enlargement), HR department and she was recently
member of the Secretary General’s team on Modernizing of the Dutch Diplomatic Service.

Matthijs Schröeder Alma Mater: Leiden University

Matthijs Schröeder is Policy Coordinator of Cluster South within the Latin America and Caribbean Division. This
cluster essentially deals with South-America (except Venezuela and Suriname). Previously, Matthijs worked in
various functions within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (i.a. dealing with arms control and with consular issues),
and was posted at Dutch embassies in Jakarta, Canberra and Rabat. He started out as a lawyer at the firm that is
now called Loyens & Loeff.

Ries Peters Alma Mater: Radboud University Nijmegen

Ries Peters works as a policy officer in the Northern Latin America team, focusing mainly on Cuba and the
Caribbean. Before working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ries worked as a policy advisor for a member of
parliament and for a lobbying firm. As an intern at the Dutch Permanent Representation to the European Union
Ries also gained experience on the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy. Ries has an academic background in
International Relations. Ries can give a presentation on recent developments in Cuba and the relations between
Cuba, the Netherlands and the EU.



Bastiènne Karel Alma Mater: University of Amsterdam

Bastiènne Karel is Policy Coordinator of cluster North within the Latin America and Caribbean Division where she
focuses on Suriname. This cluster deals with the Northern part of Latin-America, Central America and the English-
speaking Caribbean states. Bastiènne has worked as second secretary of political affairs, press and cultural affairs
in the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Bogotá, Colombia. In the Ministry she worked also in the
Sub-Saharan Africa Department and the Department of European Integration.

Lieske de Krijger Alma Mater: Leiden University

Lieske de Krijger works as a policy officer in the Northern Latin America team, focusing mainly on Venezuela.
Previously, she was responsible for the Central American region. Before working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Lieske did an internship at the Western Hemisphere Department and conducted research at the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Trinidad and Tobago. She did her Masters in the History of European Expansion
and Globalisation at the University of Leiden.


