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NASA NEWS 
 

 

Bestuursbericht  
 

 

It is both idealistic and stuffy to think of scholarship as an enterprise in dialogue with the past 

and in dialogue with the future, but I cling to that posture. The present is inescapable, but on 

some, maybe mystical level, we might also write with a future audience in mind: our smartest 

students and our keenest colleagues, 20-odd years in the future, if there is a future.  

 

And yet scholarship is a time capsule as much as an oracle. As an undergraduate I took a social 

history class with the wonderful Michael Katz, who died a few years ago. We read some books 

that had been researched and written before 1992, but finally published after 1992 – after the 

election of Bill Clinton, after what seemed like the end of the Reagan era, after the Cold War. 

He remembered a batch of discordant or disoriented epilogues tacked on to books that had been 

years in the making. This was in the late 90s, and I was too young to understand the slowness 

of scholarship and had only just learned the word “historiography.” But I’ve been thinking of 

it again now. Maybe our own discordant moment will read as a similar rupture, and 

Americanists of the future will advise their students to read the epilogues first. 

 

We have many things to acknowledge and many events to look forward to in the coming 

months. One thing to acknowledge: the launch of the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies. 

One event to look forward to: Amerikanistendag, on 2 June 2017 in Amsterdam. I will be very 

glad to see friends, colleagues, and students there. It is the annual NASA student conference, 

and at least one optimistic mark of a scholarly future. 

 

Greetings from Amsterdam, 

 

George Blaustein 

 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS. The next NASA Annual General Meeting will be held during the Amerikanistendag 

at the University of Amsterdam, 2 June 2017, 13:00-14:00. You will receive a letter with 

more information and the agenda. 

 

PPS. The same letter will also provide you with details on how to pay the annual NASA 

membership fee. Please do so at your earliest convenience. 
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Amerikanistendag 2017  
 

On Friday 2 June 2017, the University of 

Amsterdam will host the 23rd Amerikanistendag, 

the annual student conference of the Netherlands 

American Studies Association. This conference is 

a forum for BA, MA, Research-MA, Ph.D. 

students, and recent graduates to present their 

research to fellow students and scholars in the 

Netherlands. 

 

Program: 

 

9.30   Coffee/Registration 

10.00-10:15  Welcome 

 

10:15-11.15  Keynote Lecture, Damian Pargas (Leiden University): ‘ 

Oudemanhuispoort 4-6 

1012 CN Amsterdam 

 

N.B.: the remainder of the conference will take place at: 

 

    Bushuis/Oost-Indisch Huis, University of Amsterdam, 

Kloveniersburgwal 48  

1012CX Amsterdam 

 

First Round of Parallel Sessions 

 

11.45-13.00   Session 1 

International Encounters and Projections; Or, the Sanctuary and the Mission 

 Nawel Zbidi, “Trauma and Exile in Post-9/11 Contemporary Arab-American Fiction by 

Women Writers: Laila Halaby’s Once in a Promised Land as a Case in Point” 

 Dejan Duric, “Liberating the Two Kingdoms: Church and State, Immigration, and 

Sanctuary Practices” 

 Taran Draper, “Missionaries from the New World: LDS Borderlands, Missionaries, and the 

Challenge of Redefining a Religion” 

 Hicham Mazouz, “The Shaping of African-American Racial Politics and the Algerian 

Encounters in France” 

 

11.45-13.00  Session 2 

Genres and their Habitats, Habitats and their Genres 

 Mona Raeisian, “New York, New York; the City, the Serial Killer and the Liminality of 

Consumption in Jeffrey Deaver’s The Bone Collector and the Broken Window” 

 Lisa van Kessel, “What is Justice? Legal Conflicts in Zones of Liminality in Louise 

Erdrich’s Justice Trilogy” 

 Meike Robaard, “Father Nature: Masculinization of Space and Space of Masculinization in 

the Alaskan Wilderness” 

 Panpan Shi, “The Triadic Little People in American Disaster Movies” 

 

13.00-14.00  Lunch.  

https://images2.alphacoders.com/184/184252.jpg
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Second Round of Parallel Sessions 
 

14.00-15.15  Session 3 

Power and Culture; Or, the Institutional and the Arbitrary  

 Erik Olsen, “Congressional Regulation and Oversight on the White House – Intelligence 

Community Relationship, 1973-1980” 

 Liesbeth Hameeteman, “The Clean Water Act in Theory and Practice”  

 Floris Heidsma, “Cultural Consequences of U.S. Military Presence in Okinawa in Recent 

Decades” 

 Miriam Johanna Laufer, “Cultural Memory and Identity Formation: The Internment of 

Japanese-Americans in the US during the Second World War” 

 

14.00-15.15   Session 4  

The Activist, the Radical, and the Performer 

 Maroucha Veerman, “‘Ladies, Now Let’s Get in Formation’: Understanding Activism, 

Empowerment, and Feminism of Black Female Popular Artists” 

 Stefan Ionescu Ambrosie, “‘This Shit is For Us’: Solange and the Evolution of Black Body 

Feminism” 

 Megan Griffiths, “Radicals, Conservatives, and the Salem Witchcraft Crisis: Exploiting the 

Fragile Communities of Colonial New England” 

 Charlotte Knoors, “Renaming the Racist: How White Anti-Racist Students Unconsciously 

Keep Racism Intact” 

 

15.15-15.45  Coffee 

 

Third Round of Parallel Sessions 

 

15.45-17.00  Session 5 

Discontents Then and Now: Politics, Class, Culture  

 Emma van Toorn, “Strange Bedfellows: The Remarkable Coalition of Rural Socialists and 

Language Federations within the American Socialist Party, 1901-1914” 

 Jasper Gerretsen, “Pushing Back Against the Tide: The American Working Class and 

Republican Presidential Candidates in Times of Unrest”  

 Genesee Powell, “Gender and Media in the 2016 Elections” 

 Hannah Kooy, “Culture Wars Revisited: The Texas Curriculum Controversy” 

 

15.45-17.00  Session 6 

Utopia, Dystopia, and the Screen 

 Maarten Arnoldus, “‘I’m a bit torn between revolution and finishing the miniseries I’m 

halfway through on Netflix’: Narrative Excess and the Reception of Critique in Mr. Robot 

as Reflected in Online Comments” 

 Anne Wester, “The Big Apple: Utopian Discourse in Apple Advertisements” 

 Maria Rozhdestvenskaya, “Paul Verhoeven’s Sci-Fi Trilogy Robocop, Total Recall, 

Starship Troopers: Screening American Identity in Science-Fiction Movies from a Dutch 

Point of View” 

 

17.00   Drinks 
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StudentNASA 
 

 

 

StudentNASA proudly represents the student 

body of NASA. We connect students from four different universities  by organizing events all 

across the country such as conferences, job fairs, cultural outings and sporting events. If you 

are a student do not hesitate to get in touch with your program’s NASA representative or email 

us directly at studentnasa@gmail.com if you want to be updated about our upcoming events, or 

visit our Facebook page. 

 

StudentNASA Board 2016-2017 

 

Laura op de Beke - President & Leiden Representative 

I am Laura op de Beke, a recent graduate of North American Studies at 

Leiden University. As of September 2016 I became the president of 

LUNAS, the Leiden University North American Studies association which 

I am really excited about. This year I am also serving as president for 

StudentNASA. 

E-mail: lauraodbeke@hotmail.com 

 

Mila Miedema - Secretary & Amsterdam Representative 

My name is Mila Miedema and I am currently in the last semester of the 

Bachelor track American studies at the University of Amsterdam. This 

academic year I am the commissioner of external affairs on the board of the 

Amsterdam Americanist Society. As the secretary of StudentNASA my goal 

is to support the board in as many ways as possible. During the following 

year I hope that StudentNASA will connect students of American studies on 

a national level.  

E-mail: milamiedema@gmail.com 

 

Ibrahim Alaoui - Treasurer & Nijmegen Representative 
My name is Ibrahim Alaoui and I am in my second year of the BA American 

Studies at the Radboud University Nijmegen. Like my predecessor Lisa, I am 

also the treasurer of the study association USA Nijmegen. My goal for this 

year is to organize events to inspire people from all over the Netherlands and 

to bring them together at the fun and interesting activities StudentNASA is 

known for. 

E-mail: treasurer@usanijmegen.nl 

 

Isa Peters - Groningen Representative 
I am Isa Peters, and I am currently in my second year of the BA American 

Studies with a minor in International Relations at the University of 

Groningen. As a member of the StudentNASA board, I will represent all 

American Studies students in Groningen and our American Studies study 

association EPU. I am looking forward to do more with American Studies 

this year, and I want to get more people excited about the major. I hope it is 

going to be a great year with a lot of amazing events for American Studies     

students! 

E-mail: i.m.peters@student.rug.nl 

mailto:milamiedema@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@usanijmegen.nl
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StudentNASA Baseball Day 2017 

 

On Friday 12 May a tradition was born. Sandwiched between the big blue dome of the sky and 

the hot red sand underfoot, the team from USA Nijmegen faced off against a confederation of 

representatives from the Leiden University North American Studies Association and the 

Amsterdam Americanist Society. What were they playing? Why, softball of course. This hugely 

popular sport in the U.S. (and the Netherlands it turns out) is easy to play for people in varying 

degrees of physical condition. 

 

It also allows for plenty of downtime in between batting to get to know your teammates. For 

these reasons it struck this year’s StudentNASA board as a good idea pick up one of last year’s 

events and turn it into a yearly one. Whereas last year we played baseball in Amsterdam, this 

year our softball competition was hosted by the Domstad Dodgers in Utrecht.  

 

After the exertions on the field we moved to the clubhouse where we fired up the barbecue and 

threw on some (vegetarian) delectables. In the evening we played a mad game of charades 

featuring only famous Americans. It was a great opportunity for the teams to display their 

knowledge of American history and culture, as well as to polish up on their acting skills. Social 

gatherings like these are important to create a real sense of community among American studies 

students and alumni. They provide stolen moments to discuss classes, faculty members, and 

study opportunities like exchange programs, grants and awards.  
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EAAS NEWS 

Call for Papers: The 32nd European 

Association for American Studies and 63rd 

British Association for American Studies 

Conference 

 
Date: 4-7 April 2018 

Location: King’s College London, University 

College London, and the British Library  

 

The European Association for American Studies and 

the British Association for American Studies will 

hold a joint conference in London, which promises to 

be one of the largest gatherings of Americanist 

scholars on this side of the Atlantic. 

 

Keynote Speakers will be Bettye Collier-Thomas 

(Temple University), Jo Gill (University of Exeter), 

and Pekka Hämäläinen (University of Oxford). 

 

Proposals are welcomed on any subject in American Studies. The overarching themes for the 

conference are environment, place, and protest, and we particularly welcome submissions in 

these areas, broadly defined. The conference will also be an opportunity to reflect on the fiftieth 

anniversary of the turbulent events of 1968 and their impact on the United States and Europe. 

Please note the following: 

 Given the size and scope of the conference, we will give preference to fully formed panel 

proposals, but will also accept individual proposals where possible. 

 All sessions at the conference will be a maximum of 1 hour 30 minutes. Proposals for panels 

should therefore consist of no more than three speakers, or, if more speakers are desired, 

should be conceived as roundtable discussions. 

 All individual proposals should be for 20-minute presentations. 

 BAAS and EAAS are dedicated to fostering a culture of diversity and inclusion. We 

strongly encourage and will give preference to panels that reflect the diversity of our field 

in terms of gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and institutional affiliation. All-male panel 

proposals will not be accepted. 

 Equipment for the projection of PowerPoint presentations will be available in all rooms. 

Paper proposals should be 250 words maximum, including a title. Panel proposals should 

include a 250-word abstract for each constituent paper as well as an abstract of no more than 

250 words describing the panel session as a whole. 

Please submit proposals, along with a brief CV and email address for each participant, to 

ebass2018@baas.ac.uk by the deadline of 1 October 2017. 

Further details at www.kcl.ac.uk/ebaas2018 
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RIAS NEWS  
 

The New Roosevelt Institute for American Studies 
 

On 20 April 2017, the new Roosevelt Institute for American 

Studies (RIAS) was launched in Middelburg. The RIAS is the 

direct successor of the Roosevelt Study Center, but thanks to a 

strategic partnership with Leiden University, it has a broader 

mission and a more ambitious goal, suggestively summarized 

by its new motto: Pursuing the Rooseveltian Century. 

 

Theodore, Eleanor, and Franklin Roosevelt are three of the most inspiring and dynamic political 

leaders in 20th century U.S. history. Theodore and Franklin both redefined the presidency and 

political leadership, each in their own unique way. Eleanor, the first modern First Lady, was a 

prominent media personality and a tireless advocate for Human Rights. Each of the three 

Roosevelts had a specific impact, influence, and legacy, shaping the foreign and domestic 

policy of the United States, and the relations between the U.S. and the world, through the 

twentieth century and beyond. 

 

The Rooseveltian Century is a new concept for contemporary history, one that aims to examine 

the three Roosevelts as a ‘collective agent’ who, through both domestic and foreign policies, 

changed our understanding of the responsibilities of government and the global role of the 

United States. This means that the Rooseveltian Century, as a historical frame, makes use of 

the three Roosevelts to critically consider and explore key themes in U.S. history and 

international relations, without necessarily stating that the three acted in unison or that they 

expressed the same views or policies. 

 

The RIAS is committed to support further investigation into the theme of the Rooseveltian 

Century in a number of ways. First, the RIAS promotes academic research projects that 

concentrate on people, ideas, and institutions that shaped the Rooseveltian Century in 

substantial ways. This implies the coordination of several individual research projects including 

the ones carried out by a new cohort of Ph.D. students based in Middleburg. Secondly, the RIAS 

provides teaching activities at different levels of education, including high schools, BA and MA 

courses, and Ph.D. training programs. Thirdly, the RIAS organizes a series of outreach activities 

that are meant to spread knowledge across a variety of audiences on American history, politics, 

culture, and society. 

 

The goal of the new RIAS is therefore to position 

itself as one of the leading educational and research 

institutes for American Studies in Europe. The 

informal atmosphere of the medieval abbey at the 

hearth of Middelburg, the young and vibrant 

academic community working there, and the 

uniqueness of its primary and secondary resources 

make the RIAS an exceptional venue, where the 

development of the American democracy and the 

U.S. entanglements in world affairs are rigorously 

studied and comprehensively assessed. For more 

info, please visit the brand-new RIAS website at 

www.roosevelt.nl 
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RIAS Conference 

‘Pursuing the Rooseveltian Century’: Investigating a Historical Frame  

30 November - 1 December 2017 

 

To mark the launch of the Roosevelt Institute for 

American Studies in its current, reconstituted 

form, the institute will host a major international 

conference in November 2017, dedicated to 

exploring the ‘Rooseveltian century’ as a 

historical theme and an interpretative framework.  

It partly builds on the success of the experimental 

Massive Open Online Course, ‘The Rooseveltian 

Century,’ which was produced by RIAS scholars 

Giles Scott-Smith and Dario Fazzi in 2016.  

 

The conference has two principal aims. Firstly, it 

will uniquely combine research on each of the 

three principal Roosevelts, Theodore, Franklin, 

and Eleanor, within an overarching historical 

investigation into their influence and legacies 

throughout the twentieth century. Secondly, it will frame the debate around the central themes, 

motifs and images that can be captured under the term Rooseveltian Century, identifying the 

longer-lasting meaning and importance of this frame in current-day (international) politics.  

To that end, the conference will host panels on a number of themes that connect the three 

Roosevelts in history and legacy, including their approaches to domestic and international 

policy; their political style; the alliances and institutions they helped to establish; and their place 

in public memory. 

The conference will have also have the pleasure of hosting some of the leading scholars of 

American history on both sides of the Atlantic, as special guests, including the current president 

of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, Mary Dudziak (Emory 

University); Frank Costigliola (University of Connecticut); Michael Cullinane (Northumbria 

University); Sylvia Ellis (University of Roehampton); Petra Goedde (Temple University); 

Justin Hart (Texas Tech University); Lisa McGirr (Harvard University); Kiran Patel (University 

of Maastricht); Mario Del Pero (SciencesPo); and David Woolner (Roosevelt Institute, New 

York).  

More information, including the program and details of how to register, will be made available 

shortly through the RIAS website: www.roosevelt.nl.  

 

  

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiovIKm9vbTAhXRblAKHZ1HBy8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.google.nl/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D0ahUKEwjWgNef9vbTAhWLfFAKHZ5PDlUQjRwIBw%26url%3Dhttp://www.netherlands-america.nl/call-for-papers-pursuing-the-rooseveltian-century-conference/%26psig%3DAFQjCNHyi1c1kriyA6gTYuoCbTuoPE_6Sw%26ust%3D1495110278798554&psig=AFQjCNHyi1c1kriyA6gTYuoCbTuoPE_6Sw&ust=1495110278798554
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RIAS Postdoctoral Researcher 
 

On 1 May the RIAS welcomed the latest addition to its 

staff: Dr. Cees Heere, who joined the institute as a 

postdoctoral researcher. After receiving his BA from 

University College Utrecht in 2010, he moved on to do his 

MA at the London School of Economics. In 2012, he 

returned to the LSE for his Ph.D., where he investigated 

the triangular relationship between the British Empire, 

Japan, and the United States in the first decade of the 

twentieth century. At the LSE, he taught courses in 

international and British imperial history. He also 

regularly presented at conferences in the UK, the U.S., and the Netherlands, including the Ph.D. 

seminar of the then Roosevelt Studies Centre in 2013, where he presented on Theodore 

Roosevelt’s evolving attitude towards Japan. His latest article won the British Institute for 

Historical Research’s annual Pollard Prize. 

 

At the RIAS, he looks to continue his work on the intersections of race, migration, and global 

politics, by analyzing the global resonance of American immigration policy in the first half of 

the twentieth century. His project explores how the United States’ evolving global role 

influenced domestic political debates on immigration and border control. 

 

 

RIAS Visiting Professor 
 

In the fall of 2017, the RIAS will host Justin Hart, Associate 

Professor and Associate Chair at Texas Tech University. 

 

Dr. Hart teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in U.S. history, 

cold war history, and the history of U.S. foreign relations. His 

research focuses on the intersection of domestic affairs and U.S. 

foreign relations. His first book, Empire of Ideas: The Origins of 

Public Diplomacy and the Transformation of U. S. Foreign Policy 

(Oxford University Press, 2013), explored how and why the U.S. 

government adopted the methods of what we now describe as public 

diplomacy, beginning in the 1930s.  

 

Dr. Hart is also the author of several articles and book chapters on public diplomacy and various 

other topics related to the cultural dimension of U.S. foreign relations, including “Making 

Democracy Safe for the World: Race, Propaganda, and the Transformation of U.S. Foreign 

Policy during World War II” (Pacific Historical Review, February 2004), which received the 

James Madison Prize of the Society for the History of the Federal Government and the W. 

Turrentine Jackson Prize of the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association. 

He regularly presents at conferences throughout the United States and around the world, most 

often at the annual meeting of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations. In 

Middelburg, he will be working on his new book on President’s Truman’s failed campaign for 

Universal Military Training in the United States. 
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Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2017 

 

Since 1987 the Roosevelt 

Study Center has presented the 

yearly Theodore Roosevelt 

American History Award 

(TRAHA) to the best thesis on 

American history defended at 

Dutch universities. The 

TRAHA is designed to 

stimulate the study of United 

States history and culture. The 

award also encourages 

students to use the unique 

archival resources at the RIAS. 

This year the TRAHA has 

been sponsored by the 

Theodore Roosevelt Medora 

Foundation and the Province 

of Zeeland. The jury consisted of Dr. Joanne van der Woude (University of Groningen), Dr. 

George Blaustein (University of Amsterdam), and Martina van Cimmenaede MA (TRAHA 

prize winner of 2016). 

 

The TRAHA 2017 was awarded to Renee de Groot, a graduate student of the University of 

Amsterdam, for her thesis: “The Rewritten War: Alternate Histories of the American Civil 

War.” She has won a trip to North Dakota where she will be hosted by the TR Medora 

Foundation and the TR Center at Dickinson State University in the summer of 2017. 

 

According to the jury, Renee de Groot has managed to raise interesting, sophisticated questions 

on a highly original topic with nuance and admirably thorough scholarship. Writing on works 

of speculative “alternate history,” De Groot explores the curious genre of (non-)fiction that 

considers alternative endings, beginnings, and, most importantly, motives for the American 

Civil War. The result is a mature work of scholarship on a knotty subject. Eschewing easy or 

obvious interpretations, which would settle for pointing out the racist or reactionary motives 

that seem to underlie many re-imaginings, De Groot instead notes that “within Civil War 

alternate histories, there is a dearth of escapist fantasies of vindication, revisionism or revenge.”  

 

 Her consistent, careful attention to eleven (at times very lengthy) texts is all the more admirable 

in light of what seem to be at times risible or offensive apologies for slavery or secessionism. 

Impeccably researched, De Groot’s thesis relates the narrative and generic elements of Civil 

War alternate histories to their cultural functions: some challenge “reconciliation culture,” some 

offer a “counterintuitive socio-economic critique,” some stand “as a platform for reflections on 

history,” and some illuminate “historical consciousness” itself. Methodologically, De Groot is 

a generous reader but also an incisive one, and it is this balance that lets her weave fine readings 

in and out of the historiography of Civil War memory, often to brilliant effect, as in her reading 

of Harry Turtledove’s The Guns of the South. As literary criticism, the thesis finds that ideal 

middle ground between close reading and contextualization; see, for instance, De Groot’s nods 

to Bellamy’s Looking Backward, to an amazing inversion of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and to the 

tradition of the jeremiad. Somehow the thesis almost never belabors plot summaries, even 

though it has to convey a lot of plot. 
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The following theses were also nominated, with an honorable mention for Cynthia Van Der 

Heyden’s thesis. 

 

Laura op de Beke, “A Posthumanist Neo-Slave Narrative: Dismantling the Humanist Subject 

in Lilith’s Brood”  

Laura op de Beke has written a particularly eloquent and thought-provoking thesis, applying 

posthumanist critique to Octavia Butler’s science fiction trilogy Lilith’s Brood. She shows that 

Butler’s imagined universe echoes historical African American slavery, especially with regards 

to issues of personal autonomy, authenticity, and rationality, which are at the heart of 

posthumanist thought. Op de Beke’s claim that Butler’s 1970s novels “most consistently and 

most emphatically” harken back to slave narratives – a genre that was not well-known back 

then—challenges conventional ideas of literary chronology, while her argument that Lilith’s 

Brood re-conceptualizes, rather than rejects, the rationality, autonomy, and authenticity of 

humanist philosophy is clear and original. Op de Beke’s interpretations are adventurous—from 

hybridity and the trope of the tragic mulatto, to reflections on the “neoliberal reproductive 

landscape of the new millennium,” with its “self-disciplining and ultimately self-exploiting 

subjects”—and demonstrate a command of high criticism. Her lengthy summaries of Butler 

bespeak not only intellectual fascination, but also an intense engrossment that leaves readers 

wanting more. 

 

Eva van Burg, “Writing History A Priori? Why Conspiracy Theories Fail to Explain the 

Relationship between Bernard Lewis and the Role of the U.S. Government in the Middle East”  

Writing on perhaps the juiciest and most of-the-moment topic, Eva van Burg analyzes 

conspiracy theories and their logic in her thesis on Bernard Lewis: a scholar of the Middle East 

frequently accused of masterminding U.S. policy in that region since 1970. Her focus on Lewis 

illuminates two histories: the history of Islamic Studies as a field; and the history of the 

relationship between academia and policy-making in the late Cold War and post-Cold War 

periods. Van Burg’s analysis of Lewis’s case offers compelling conclusions with regards to 

conspiracy theories at large, showing how they usually proceed without evidence and 

paradoxically take any counter-argument as proof of their own veracity. Samuel P. 

Huntington’s famous idea of a “clash of civilizations” might have provided a good counterpart 

to Lewis, though Van Burg’s thesis already forms a riveting read for those of us seeking to 

understand the many theories circulated and believed by the newly-empowered alt-right. 

 

Alexcia Cleveland, “A Spoonful of Sugar Helps the Medicine Go Down: Poison Use by Slaves 

in Antebellum Virginia”  

The next thesis also deals with planning, plotting, and distrust in the sense that it examines 

accusations leveled at slaves of poisoning their masters (and their masters’ children) in 

antebellum Virginia. Relying on a wealth of research, Alexcia Cleveland engagingly guides her 

readers through common fears (of a particular shade of green, for instance) and enthralling court 

cases, usually leading to conviction and capital punishment. Vivid details, from the antiquarian 

(the rise of the forensic investigator) to the grisly, pull the reader into the narrative. The primary 

sources and the second-hand stories of slaves using poison are vividly told and come alive on 

the page. At times, the reports of the nineteenth-century newspapers seem written for sensation 

and to support anti-slave sentiment, and therefore perhaps warrant a more critical (or even 

suspicious) readerly attitude than they receive. But Cleveland also brings broad currents to bear 

on the subject: such as shifts from eighteenth- to nineteenth-century science and the emergence 

of the ideology of paternalism in an exceptionally mature, well-written, and gripping thesis. 
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Anouk van der Graaf, “Powerful Patterns of Persuasion: Reading the Activist Autobiography. 

Social Movement Techniques and the African-American Literary Tradition in the Life 

Narratives of Black Nationalists Malcolm X, James Forman and Angela Davis, 1965-1975” 

Anouk van der Graaf admirably anchors her discussion of the autobiographies of leading figures 

of the Black Nationalist movement in earlier African American literature and displays an 

impressive sense of assuredness and sophistication in formulating the stakes and contributions 

of her readings. There is a default tendency, perhaps dating to the 19th century, to take 

authenticity as the standard by which to measure protest writing; Van der Graaf pushes beyond 

that (potentially) patronizing frame to emphasize the strategic aspects of these texts (the 

artificial, the literary) as much as the sentimental. A wealth of direct citations from the primary 

texts drives her analysis forward, although one sometimes wonders whether the authors 

themselves would have recognized the strictly-applied distinction between consensus and 

action mobilization. Yet Van der Graaf’s close interrogation of (cover)-images and narrative 

techniques, such as Haley’s mediation of Malcolm X’s story, characterize her thesis as an 

exceptionally thoughtful and wide-ranging contribution to the young field of Black Power 

studies. 

 

Dries de Groot, “The Robot, the Alien and the Woman: The Representation of ‘Otherness’ in 

the Mass Effect Trilogy” 

Dries de Groot’s study of the Mass Effect trilogy forms a welcome addition to this competition, 

being the first nomination that studies computer gaming and doing so with simultaneous critical 

distance and an aficionado’s in-depth knowledge and experience. Although De Groot’s 

conclusions – that Mass Effect “for the most part adheres to the conventions within 

contemporary science fiction” (abstract) – may seem like a truism, the thesis itself is more 

surprising than that, mainly because of its engagement with many different aspects of the 

elaborate gaming experience, such as characterization, plot development, utopian thinking, and 

feminism. When reading for the female Other, one wonders: maybe the drama itself is maturity, 

namely what is an adult? It seems like female others remain objects of puerile fantasy. 

Illustrations and YouTube clips enliven De Groot’s writing, which pays due homage to the 

literary genealogies underlying science fiction, stretching all the way back to Frankenstein and 

Prometheus. An analysis of the complicated relationship between a technologically advanced 

game and its conservative audience could have been a nice addition. Although the specific 

American perspective (rather than, say, Western or Eurocentric) of Mass Effect does not always 

emerge with full clarity, De Groot’s work should be welcomed not only as an examination of a 

vital new medium, but also for how it situates that new learning within areas of older scholarly 

expertise. 

 

Cynthia Van Der Heyden, “Raza Si! Hanigan No! Chicano Resistance to Racial Oppression 

during the Hanigan Case, 1976-1981” 

In a gripping style, Cynthia Van Der Heyden transports us to Douglas, Arizona in 1976, where 

three American men famously tortured Mexican immigrants (seemingly) for fun. Her thesis 

relies on many recent secondary sources, as well as impressive primary sources, including 

personal interviews. By sprinkling scholarly definitions throughout her engrossing tale rather 

than giving them all up front, she also tremendously enlivens her thesis. The author makes a 

persuasive argument that the Hanigan case was pivotal in the history of Chicano activism, 

especially the turn toward action on behalf of undocumented immigrants. She incorporates 

Critical Race Theory and Latino/a Critical Theory to explain why the Hanigans evaded 

prosecution for such a long time. Especially interesting is the turn toward the vocabulary of 

“human rights,” and this thesis is in effect a study of grass-roots human rights activism. 

Although Van Der Heyden’s style is sometimes more narrative than argumentative, she  
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convincingly shows how the events and the ensuing legal proceedings put forth both individual 

racial hostility, as well as the more institutionally entrenched common sense racism.  

 

Belinda Korver, “A Historical Analysis of the Controversial Relationship between the United 

States and Puerto Rico in the Twentieth Century: It Takes Two to Tango” 

Belinda Korver takes us inside the relationship between the United States and Puerto Rico—a 

relationship that has often, provocatively, been called colonial. Korver’s clear statements as to 

the stakes and importance of her argument are outstanding, as is her structured use of many 

sources housed here in the RSC. Although her definition of imperialism excludes many social 

or cultural factors in favor of legal ones, her focus on three historical moments: 1898, the 

acquisition period; 1950s, the post-war era; and the 2000s, enables her to succinctly chart large, 

complex international developments. 

 

Anca-Ioana Mihaescu, “Solomon Northup vs. Booker T. Washington: Reconfigurations of 

African-American Identity in Autobiographical Life Writing” 

The highly ambitious work of Anca-Ioana Mihaescu on the autobiographies of Solomon 

Northrup and Booker T. Washington deals with the most canonical texts of this year’s 

nominees. Surveying the themes of literacy, masculinity, and coloniality in African American 

literature, Mihaescu also includes a compelling defense of why her particular historical moment 

should be investigated. Mihaescu assesses how Washington’s and Northrup’s (re)creation of a 

black identity sometimes ‘clashed’ with a genre that, as she states “always reaffirmed American 

ideals, such as freedom and democracy.” Although she perhaps cannot fully realize her stated 

aim of explaining racism in contemporary American society, her procedural analysis of these 

famous texts is systematic and thorough. 

 

Anna Muns, “Locked Up in Darkness: The U.S. Federal Supermaximum Prison Debate” 

Anna Muns writes on the debate surrounding federal super-maximum prisons, where inmates 

spend 23 hours per day in solitary confinement. Her examinations expertly incorporate 

perspectives from law, psychology, psychiatry, and public administration, and she even 

includes a surprisingly helpful table outlining the political, economic, and judicial challenges 
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to supermax prisons at the end of her work. By looking at the Illinois senator Dick Durbin and 

the Thomson prison, she focuses a diffuse debate, while her neutral stance in evaluating mental 

health issues, noting that for many prisoners such ailments may have developed prior to 

confinement, is particularly notable. The discrepancy between, on the one hand, the growing 

concern for the lack of dignity of prisoners, and on the other hand the fact that this same 

“dehumanization of prisoners… can make it easier for politicians to implement a certain policy” 

is fascinating. Of all nominees, Muns reads perhaps the most surprising primary document, 

namely the federal budget plan of the Bureau of Prisons, and even manages to make those 

numbers come alive. 

 

Rosa S. Oskam, “Chicken Kiev and the Building of a New World Order: U.S. Engagement with 

Ukrainian Independence and Denuclearization (1991-1994)” 

Finally, Rosa S. Oskam investigates the cooperation between the United States and Ukraine 

since 1991, in a topic that has gained even more relevance and currency since the most recent 

U.S. Presidential elections. Oskam’s analysis is both sophisticated and nuanced, proceeding 

briskly through ideas and definitions of U.S. hegemony and exceptionalism. Oskam provides a 

rigorous diplomatic history of U.S. relations with Ukraine during and after the collapse of the 

Soviet Union. She carefully navigates different chronicles by historians and the historical actors 

themselves. Centerpiece is the “Chicken Kiev” speech, which pretty clearly demonstrates the 

first Bush administration’s doubts about Ukrainian independence. Oskam also includes the 

concept of U.S. hegemony and its influence on U.S. foreign policy in relation to Ukraine, 

distinguishing between the “realist, or materialist” and the “normative” approach, which helps 

to explain the reluctant approach by the U.S. to fully support Ukrainian Independence, as it had  

to take Russia into account in a new world order. When the USSR finally did collapse, the 

administration changed its strategy and rhetoric. In effect, this thesis is a study of uncertainty 

within a presidential administration and the kind of rhetoric that emerges from that uncertainty. 

Oskam also excels at presenting multiple perspectives on a single policy initiative, lending 

equal air time to both proponents and opponents. Her presentation of the large-scale 

ramifications of what may seem like arcane policy proposals – such as the failure of George 

H.W. Bush to win re-election – are unexpected and persuasive. 

 

RIAS International Ph.D. Seminar 

 

On May 17-19, the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies (RIAS) hosted its 2017 

International Ph.D. Seminar, a program for doctoral students working on U.S. history, politics, 

and culture, and transatlantic relations. The workshop represented a unique opportunity for 

Ph.D. students from some of the leading universities in Europe and the U.S. to present their 

ongoing research projects, test their preliminary findings, and discuss their primary sources 

within a larger academic community made of peers and experienced professors.  

 

This year’s program saw RIAS academic director, professor Giles Scott-Smith, chair the first 

panel on foreign policies and challenges, during which Manuel Dorion-Soulié, from the 
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Graduate Institute in Geneva, presented his 

research on American military 

organizational reform between the Carter 

and Reagan eras, and Yukako Otori, from 

Harvard University, expounded on the 

intricate relationships between 

international law and the U.S.’ child 

migration policy.  

 

The second panel, chaired by RIAS visiting 

scholar, professor Bruce Kucklick 

(UPenn), focused on identity and 

integration in the U.S., and it included 

presentations by Tina Langholm Larsen, from Aarhus University, and Maggie Elmore, from 

the University of California, Berkeley. Tina presented on the development of Grundtvigianism, 

a Danish religious movement, in the United States. Maggie showed how Mexican-Americans 

have established meaningful alliances with the Christian establishment and the political elites 

throughout the twentieth century.  

 

The third panel, chaired by dr. Damian Pargas (Leiden), centered on domestic dynamics and it 

included interventions by Lara Track, from Heidelberg University, whose research focuses on 

the Women Strike for Peace and Mitchell Robertson, from Oxford University, whose main 

interest is Nixon’s war on poverty plan. All in all, the participants valued the program and 

considered it as a golden opportunity to strengthen both the theoretical foundations of their 

work and the scientific validity of their preliminary findings. The next RIAS International Ph.D. 

Seminar will be held in Middleburg in the fall of 2017.   

 

RIAS Policy Workshop – ‘Lifelong Equality’ 
 

On 24 May the RIAS, together with several local partners (Middelburg City Council, Roosevelt 

Foundation, and University College Roosevelt), held an international policy workshop on the 

subject of LGBTQ Elderly Care. The workshop included participants from the Netherlands and 

the United States, and is dedicated to exploring best practices in the care for seniors who identify 

as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ). Over the past few years, a plurality 

of independent studies and government surveys have shown that LGBTQ senior citizens are a 

particularly vulnerable group that requires specialized care. Many have struggled against 

stigma throughout their lives, and risk going back 'into the closet' as they become dependent on 

care. 

The workshop attempted to foster an exchange of ideas between experts and practioners in the 

fields of LGBTQ rights and health- and elderly care on both sides of the Atlantic. It will feature 

presentations by Dr. Karen Fredriksen Goldsen, Director of the Healthy Generations Hartford 

Center of Excellence at the University of Washington, Aaron Tax, Director of Advocacy for 

SAGE (Services & Advocacy for LGBT Elders), and Eveline van de Putte, author of 

Stormachtig Stil, Levensverhalen van Roze Ouderen. During the ensuing plenary session, the 

speakers explored best practices in the Netherlands and the United States, together with a broad 

range of participants, ranging from policy-makers in local government to care practitioners and 

LGBT advocates. 
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U.S. EMBASSY NEWS  

 

 

 

2017 will be a busy year for the U.S. embassy at the Hague. Firstly, the embassy is pleased to 

announce that on  1 May Jean-Paul Horsch was promoted to Cultural Affairs Specialist. 

Stepping into his shoes as Cultural Affairs Assistant is Marianne Copier, who has held the 

position since February of this year. 

 

Secondly, on 5 June it will be 70 years ago that secretary of state George Marshall outlined a 

plan to rebuild Europe in a speech that he gave at Harvard in 1947. Officially called the 

European Recovery Program, it quickly became known as the Marshal Plan. The celebration of 

its 70th anniversary is still being given shape. The U.S. embassy is working alongside the John 

Adams Institute and the ministry of foreign affairs to set up special events and projects as well 

as social media campaigns in honor of the occasion. 

 

Thirdly, this November the embassy will move location to Wassenaar, John Adams Park 1 

where construction is currently underway. In honor of Earth day, 22 April, guests were given a 

tour of the site to take a closer look at the sustainable features that the new building will boast, 

among which are a heat reflective ‘cool roof,’ a ground source heat pump system, an electric 

vehicle charging station, as well as several bio-retention basins. The building, which was 

originally designed to meet the targets of the Silver LEED certificate (Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design) is now hoping to be approved for the Gold LEED certification. Best 

of luck! 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NEWS 

 

Interview with The West Wing 
Laura op de Beke 

 

The West Wing is a think tank initiated by the Western Hemisphere Department of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, run by students and recent graduates. It was set up after a rapport criticized 

the ministry of Foreign Affairs for its lack of engagement with non-government actors with 

regard to policy making. Although it receives its funding from the government, The West Wing 

functions as an independent source of expertise with regard to relations between the 

Netherlands and the Western Hemisphere. It includes a track focusing on the relationship 

between the Netherlands and North America (U.S., Canada and Mexico). The board members 

responsible for this track are Francisca Seele and Aletta van der Werff.  

 

The think tank is run by young people. What do you think young people bring to the table 

in foreign policy making that more veteran experts lack? 
 

WW: The Western Hemisphere Department has chosen to engage with students and young 

professionals to get more of a feel of what is going on in society, specifically among younger 

people. Moreover, the West Wing can offer an out of the box perspective. At the ministry, in a 

certain sense you are bound by restrictions about what is, and what isn’t, possible with regards 

to policy making.  

 

At the West Wing, we are not yet taught to think in a certain way, which allows us to be more 

creative in some sense. And while our ideas and proposals may not all be usable or correct, they 

might inspire policymakers to approach issues from a different angle.   

  

Do you think through the West Wing initiative the ministry of Foreign Affairs is now 

doing business in a less introspective fashion – and getting enough input from 

independent/ non-government sources?  
 

WW: I think the ministry already makes a genuine and good effort to get input from 

independent and/or non-government sources. Policymakers often consult with people from 

think thanks, the academic world, and corporations. During my period as intern there we, for 

example, organized various brainstorm sessions with non-government parties to assess certain 

policy issues. With the West Wing, the Western Hemisphere Department is indeed tapping into 

a different part of society: students and young professionals. They are listening to, and learning 

what, the younger generation has to say.  

 

The Western Hemisphere Department is the first department to have founded such an initiative. 

In this sense, this department might indeed be a little less introspective than other departments 

within the ministry. As the West Wing grows, we do hope that other departments follow suit, 

and consult students and recent graduates as well.  

 

The think tank’s ambition is to tackle a new set of questions each year and to prepare a policy 

document that is presented to the ministry of Foreign Affairs for their consideration. This year 

the questions forwarded by the ministry are the following:  
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1. What regional organizations 

should the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands be working with to 

protects its interest in the Western 

Hemisphere? 

 

2. What should the cooperation 

between the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands and the U.S. look like 

under the Trump administration? 

 

3. What could (and should) be 

changed about the current Dutch 

Latin-America policy?  

 

What specific set of questions has the (North American track of) the West Wing chosen 

to engage with and why? What were the topics that did not make the cut? 
 

WW: The question we as the North America track were given by the Western Hemisphere 

Department is of course very broad in nature. Based on our knowledge and personal interests, 

we have chosen to concentrate on security, economy, and climate.  These are the topics that are 

most important to us, and of which we feel the ministry could use our input. Not coincidentally, 

these are also important stakes that might undergo change under the Trump administration.  

 

To learn more about these topics, and how the ministry deals with them, we have had meetings 

with different policymakers. For example, we sat down with the policy officers at the ministry 

that work on NATO and cyber security. We were also able to organize an interview with the 

consul general in San Francisco, Gerbert Kunst, to talk about economic opportunities in the 

United States. Of course, we also draw our knowledge from outside of government. For 

instance, the economic group has held a meeting with Philip Marey, Senior US Strategist at 

Rabobank. More recently we have also visited the embassy of the United States in The Hague.  

 

Topics that did not make the cut are for example non-proliferation, human rights, water 

management, education and Holland Branding.  

 

When the final product is passed on to the ministry, where does it go from there? Are 

members of the West Wing ever involved in its execution?  
 

WW: In June, each of the tracks will pitch their findings, ideas, and overall policy advice to the 

ministry of Foreign Affairs and a winner will be chosen. Depending on the quality and usability 

of the ideas, some might be incorporated into policy. There are, however, no guarantees. Last 

year one group pitched the idea of a ‘diplohack’ on freedom of press in Colombia, which the 

ministry actually picked up. The Dutch embassy in Bogota, together with the West 

Wing, Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP), and universities EAFIT en ITM organized 

the diplohack, which was held in Medellin, Colombia, between 17 and 19 November 2016.  

 

Do you find that NL-US relations generate more interest than NL-Latin America relations 

– given the fact that one of the main questions is entirely devoted to the Dutch response to 

the Trump administration? 
 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj23_C7h_fTAhURbVAKHW0EDUgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.telegraaf.nl/buitenland/22427916/__Obama__goed_werk_Nederland__.html&psig=AFQjCNEPiUuEkFf-V0IMYc3u2pBuQRvDNw&ust=1495114972205476
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WW: I understand that it seems as 

if this question was entirely a 

response to president Trump 

getting elected. This was however 

not the case. Every four years the 

ministry constructs multiannual policy plans for certain countries, the United States being one 

of them. In these plans, they tackle this exact question: how should the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands collaborate with this country? What issues should the ministry focus on? What are 

the challenges? And more importantly, can we identify new chances or opportunities that will 

benefit both countries? 

 

 As the ministry was facing these questions, they thought it would be interesting and insightful 

to ask the North-America track of the West Wing the same questions. Of course, the election 

of president Trump meant that it might no longer be business as usual, making it an interesting 

challenge for both the West Wing and the ministry.  

 

That being said, the United States is of course one of our most important partners. We have an 

incredibly strong trade relationship. We have a shared history, shared values. We collaborate 

on multiple issues, such as defense, but also with regards to art for example. I think because the 

United States is such a big player in international politics, and because we mutually benefit 

substantially from this relationship, the country does generate a great deal of interest within the 

ministry.  

 

The relationship with the countries in Latin America, however, is invaluable as well. This is 

partly because part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands is situated in that part of the world. This 

makes Venezuela our largest neighbor, to just give an idea of why we are invested in this region 

and its individual countries. It just so happened that, with regards to Latin America, the 

policymakers were looking for input on the entire region, and not just one specific country. On 

a side note: for the West Wing, this year more people applied for the Latin America track than 

did for the North America track, which shows that North America and the United States do not 

automatically garner the most attention and interest.  

 

When I look at the board I see that a lot of you share a background in international 

relations. Is it the same with most members of the West Wing? Do you ever run into 

problems because of a lack of diversity in terms of specialist knowledge?  
 

WW: While some of the members of the board started out with international relations, most of 

us actually come from different backgrounds. I myself have a background in American Studies, 

while the others come from tracks such as history, law, or public administration. But at some 

point, we did all gravitate towards international relations. And to be fair, these studies are 

comparable in nature, as opposed to, for example, the exact sciences. 

 

This is the same for the members of the West Wing. They come from a variety of backgrounds, 

but all indeed with a strong interest in international relations, and specifically with the Western 

Hemisphere. As a board, we do recognize that there is a certain lack of diversity. As far as my 

track goes, we have chosen to not dive into some subjects as we felt that our knowledge in those 

areas would be insufficient. We would love it if in the coming years, we can attract more 

members from other disciplines as well. A strong interest in, and knowledge of, the regions of 

the Western Hemisphere remains essential though. As the West Wing grows as a think tank, 
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we hope to extend our network so that we can reach students and young professionals from 

different backgrounds. They could certainly be a valuable asset to the organization. 

 

Is thinking about and writing policy very different from what you’ve been taught at 

university? If so how?  
 

WW: I personally have not been taught about writing policy at university. I can tell you, 

however, that writing policy is a lot different than writing an academic paper. Policymakers and 

government officials do not have the time to read through long introductions and extensive 

argumentations. A policy advice must be concise and straight to the point. The information 

should definitely not be untruthful, but do not worry too much about citing sources. It is a very 

direct and pragmatic way of sharing information, which in such a fast-paced environment is 

highly efficient.  

 

This is only the second year that the West Wing is active. How do you see the think tank 

developing in the future? Were there any lessons learned from the previous year?  

 

WW: As the West Wing is only in its second year, we are still learning about what does, or 

does not, work. For example, the current board was selected quite late in the summer, which 

meant that the start of the West Wing activities did not parallel the start of the academic year. 

We learned from that and as a result we have now already started recruiting new board 

members. As we grow in the coming years we hope to increase our reach and network. We are 

striving towards more diversity, as mentioned before, but also more collaborations with other 

organizations. We aim to become a go-to source for innovative input for the Western 

Hemisphere Department, and maybe in the future we can become a think tank of students and 

recent graduates for the entire ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

 

 
 

 

 

Are you interested in joining the West Wing? Keep an eye on the website for when the next 

period of recruitment will start: www.thewestwing.nl  
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AMERICAN STUDIES NEWS 
 

 
 

RUDESA – International Spring Academy: Grounding Transnational 

American Studies at Radboud University 

 
Radboud University Duisburg Essen Spring Academy, or RUDESA is an international 

university exchange that is organized for Master’s students of American Studies in both cities. 

For the second time, students from the University of Wyoming in the United States joined the 

spring academy in March 2017. The American students make a most important contribution to 

our students and bring another comparative perspective to the roots of American culture in 

Nijmegen and Essen.  

The goal of this spring academy is to translate knowledge of American history, politics and 

culture to the practice of a hands-on experience at local sites of memory and archives. A total 

of 35 students from different cultural backgrounds visited monuments from the past to 

remember the Second World War in Nijmegen and Essen. In addition, we explored the ways in 

which (anti-)racism crosses national and cultural boundaries asking: How should European 

scholars contribute to the study of (anti-)racism in the context of American Studies? What is 

the relationship between scholarship and activism? During this one-week exchange, students 

and teachers of American Studies from three countries explored new places and historical facts 

while visiting: 

 

- The Liberation Museum in Groesbeek 

- The Gelderlander newspaper headquarters  

- Sunset Walk over the “Oversteek- bridge” that crosses the Waal river in Nijmegen, and 

which is the biggest Second World War memorial in Europe 

- The UNESCO World Heritage Site Zeche Zollverein and the Thyssen-Krupp 

headquarters 

- Various urban districts in Nijmegen and Essen to explore city spaces in transatlantic 

perspectives   
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“Our students engage in a novel form of curriculum composed of an appealing combination of 

lectures, workshops, team-based discussions, and field trips,” says Frank Mehring, professor of 

American Studies at Radboud University. “We are bringing Nijmegen students into contact 

with fellow students from Germany and the U.S. in and outside the familiar academic 

environment. Tracing American sites of memory on both sides of the border invites them to 

compare national perspectives while at the same time forging valuable international 

connections for their future careers.” One of the highpoints was the so-called Sunset March to 

engage in the performance of memory. Led by a military veteran, crossing the bridge at the 

speed of a light installation on the bridge represents a daily tribute to the Allied soldiers who 

fought for the liberation of The Netherlands.  

The seminars, workshops, excursions, and social activities were flanked by the presence and 

interaction with special guests. Last year, Prof. Winfried Fluck from the John F. Kennedy 

Institute for North American Studies / Freie Universität Berlin offered a keynote lecture on 

“American Exceptionalism and Transnational American Studies”. This year, Prof. Donald E. 

Pease joined us with a keynote on “The Uncanny Return of (Trans)national Anxieties” Most 

students agreed that the spring academy had been exhausting but all the more a most inspiring 

experience. “I learned that the fluidity of transnational grounding also means that memories are 

in constant change,” explains Ine Sijberts from the MA program North American Studies in 

Nijmegen. “This does not mean, however, that a memory will be destroyed or completely 

altered. Rather, it means that a memory can be made more ‘whole.’ Through grounding the 

transnational we keep finding new pieces to a puzzle we thought was finished, work on it, and 

make it more ‘whole.’” Juul van Kesteren agrees that “RUDESA is a fundamental part of 

strengthening and grounding the transnational connections between the United States and 

Europe. Not only by pointing towards the fruitfulness of transnational research within American 

Studies, also by raising awareness of the presence of American culture and history in both Dutch 

and German society.”   

 

The next spring academy will take place in March 2018. Further information: 

http://www.ru.nl/nas/  

 

 
 
RUDESA faculty at the special exhibition on the transnational icon Rosie the Riveter. From left to right: Alex 

Blue, Hans Bak, Donald E. Pease, Dietmar Meinel, Frank Mehring, Ulrich Adelt, Lilia Soto, Josef Raab, Courtney 

Moffett-Bateau, Barbara Buchenau, Mathilde Roza.  

Photo © 2017 Frank Mehring 
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A Riveting Experience – Internship National Liberation Museum 
Lisa van Kessel 

As part of my masters in North American Studies at the Radboud 

University Nijmegen I conducted an internship at the National Liberation 

Museum 1944-1945 in Groesbeek. Rather than doing research for writing 

a seminar paper, I used the results of my investigations to help create a 

museum exhibition. The subject: Rosie the Riveter.  

Rosie the Riveter is a well-known symbol today, but the history behind 

her creation and the social developments and consequences are not. Thus, 

Rosie the Riveter became a highly interesting topic to reveal a part of 

American history in the Netherlands that is somewhat neglected. As an 

American Studies student at Radboud, working on this exhibition did not 

only give me the opportunity to put my research skills to the test outside 

of the university, it also gave me the opportunity to explore Rosie the Riveter as a transnational 

icon and to investigate what roles women had during the war in the U.S. as well as abroad.  

I do not want to say that researching a topic as broad as women’s history in the 1940s is easy, 

but it was familiar because I had learned what steps to take in research seminars. It seemed to 

me that the really exciting work happened after the research was done. During this internship I 

learned to look for images, posters, videos, and objects, I learned how to deal with copyright 

issues in the Netherlands and abroad, I helped write exhibition texts, I translated, subtitled, met 

with the graphic designer, and I helped to edit and select the final exhibition designs. These 

steps transformed a research paper into an amazing physical display of history that combined 

historical analysis with personal narratives, and contemporary questions and brought the stories 

of women from the 1940s to the present. Literally.  

The exhibition was opened by three amazing women. June Bidwell, June Robbins, and Anna 

Hess, three American Rosies who are currently all in their nineties, flew across the Atlantic to 

tell their ‘Rosie story’ at the museum in Groesbeek. After immersing myself in Rosie’s history, 

it was quite riveting to come face to face with it. Memories as sharp as ever, these women gave 

the staff and visitors of the National Liberation Museum their own impressive narratives. Their 

real life stories and photographs now grace the exhibition alongside the well-known propaganda 

posters.  

This internship was an accumulation of everything I wanted to learn and more. It has enhanced 

my studies at the Radboud University by showing me what can happen beyond a research paper. 

And thankfully I did not have to say goodbye just yet! I am currently working at the National 

Liberation Museum as a researcher and am working on the first stages of a new exhibition. 

Meanwhile, I also help organizing tours through the exhibition and planning events related to 

Rosie the Riveter. Are you interested in Rosie’s history? The “Rosie the Riveter” exhibition at 

the National Liberation Museum in 

Groesbeek is running until 1 October 

2017. 

 

For further information on the exhibition 

and the National Liberation Museum 

1944-45:  

http://www.bevrijdingsmuseum.nl/  

 
Photo: © 2017 Frank Mehring 
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Interdisciplinary Minor Transatlantic 

Studies, Faculty of Humanities 
 

Starting in the 2017-18 academic year, Utrecht 

University will be offering a new minor in Transatlantic Studies. The minor focuses on the 

history of the political and cultural exchanges between Europe and the United States. Situated 

on the meeting ground between inter-national relations and cultural history, it serves students 

who want to acquire specific expertise on transnational history and transatlantic relations in 

addition to their major program. 

 

Starting in the period of the so-called Atlantic revolutions at the end of the eighteenth century, 

this minor follows the transatlantic exchange of people, goods, money, ideas and cultural 

patterns up to the age that has been called the post-American Europe. The four courses provide 

students with an in-depth and coherent overview of the way in which ties between the Old and 

the New World were forged by the historical processes of immigration, knowledge transfer, 

cultural diplomacy, Americanization, and globalization. Students thus gain insight into the way 

European culture and society has been affected by the United States, the nation that has become 

in many ways the most important international partner of the Netherlands. 

 

The minor is an excellent preparation for the master programs International Relations in 

Historical Perspective; Cultural History of Modern Europe; and the History of Politics and 

Society. Because it can be completed in the first semester of the third year, the minor can be 

combined with an exchange program with the United States or Canada. 

 

Coördinator: Jaap Verheul (j.verheul@uu.nl).  

  

Overview of courses (2017-18) 

 

The Atlantic World: Europe and the United States,  1776-Present (level BA-3, block 3) 

This course explores the complex relations between Europe and the United States and the rise 

of “the West” from the late eighteenth century to the present. This course will examine how in 

becoming a global power the United States determined the fate of Europe during the First and 

Second World Wars and the Cold War, emerged as an international ally, an important trading 

partner, and an irresistible, yet controversial, reference point for European society. Students 

will critically engage with  the establishment of the idea of “the West” as an American-led 

cultural, economic, political and military order. Finally, the course will explore debates about 

the consequences of geopolitical changes in a Post-American Europe. Students will learn to use 

academic concepts such as transnational history, globalization, creolization, Americanization, 

anti-Americanism, and cultural exchange.  

 

The Cultural Cold War: American Cultural Diplomacy, 1945-Present (level BA-3, block 4) 

This course examines diplomacy based on the exchange of ideas, values, traditions and other 

aspects of culture or identity. Using the Cultural Cold War as a case study, we will analyze the 

way the United States used instruments of cultural and public diplomacy to win the hearts and 

minds of global publics in its ideological contest with the appeal of the Soviet Union in the 

postwar period. American abstract expressionism, jazz musicians, modern kitchens, design, and 

intellectual magazines and conferences were used as tools of “soft power” . This course will 

analyze how cultural exchanges in fields such as the arts, sports, literature, music, science, 

business, and economy have been used to establish relations between transatlantic partners.  
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The Transatlantic World Order: Defining Human Rights, Civil Rights, and Democracy (level 

BA-3, block 1) 

This course explores the international community of shared values that the United States and 

Europe created after the Second World War. Starting from the Atlantic Charter of 1941, the 

transatlantic partners supported a global world order that was based on a framework of 

multilateral cooperation, and the principles of human rights, the rule of law, and democratic 

pluralism. This course will explore the origins of these principles, their practical 

implementation (for instance in the UN Charter,  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and the Genocide Convention), and their changing significance after the geopolitical 

transformations of the post-Cold War, post-9/11 and post-Trump world. 

 

Imagining Europe: American Constructions of the Old World  (level BA-3, block 2) 

This course examines how images of the “Old World” were constructed in the United States to 

define the nation in contrast with the political and cultural traditions of Europe. The tension 

between the American ideal of exceptionalism and adherence to an essentialist “Europeanism” 

continues to affect transatlantic relations. Students examine how these contrasting collective 

images were transformed during the twentieth century as the United States became a global 

power that influenced Europe. Examples of questions that will be analyzed are: Which images 

of Europe have dominated American public discourse? How did the geopolitical, political and 

economic changes during the American Century affect the way Americans repositioned 

themselves towards the Old World? After studying the literature, students will explore one case 

study in a small research project. 

 

 

“Heeft Trump een Beleid?” 

Clingendael Debat, 8 May 2017  
Laura op de Beke 

 

On Monday 8 May, roughly one hundred days after Donald Trump’s inauguration, the 

Clingendael Institute, a foreign relations think tank based in The Hague, hosted an evening of 

public debate featuring a highly expert panel of scholars versed in a host of subjects, from cyber 

warfare to sustainability. There to give the keynote speeches were Willem Post, historian and 

Americanist, and Rem Korteweg, European Union specialist.  

 

Post succinctly outlined which political trends the Trump administration seems to be veering 

away from and which it is confirming. He noted the emphasis on soft power during the Obama 

administration – when Hilary Clinton served as secretary of state – as well as the United States’ 

(sometimes dubious) role as champion of international human rights. The situation now seems 

to be turned around after Trump’s cruise missile strike in Syria, and his explicit fraternizing 

with authoritarian leaders, like the president of Egypt. Although it might be too soon to jump 

to conclusions, decisions like these are certainly significant signals. Trump’s choice to slash the 

UN and State Department budgets is equally telling.  

 

However, U.S. presidents, who are almost always chosen based on their domestic policy 

agendas, have a habit of nevertheless getting implicated in world events. Trump’s isolationist 

attitude has already, and will continue to be challenged – which, Post argues, might be cause 
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for concern. Whereas Trump’s 

domestic policies are constrained by 

institutionalized checks and balances 

(the Constitution, the courts, his 

Cabinet etc.) American presidents 

have more leeway when it comes to 

hard foreign policy and warfare. 

Despite some of his more moderate 

advisors like Ivanka Trump and Jared 

Kushner, or the formidable presence 

of Gen. McMaster as his national 

security advisor, there is really no 

telling how Trump will respond to a 

crisis of global scale. Asked whether 

Trump capricious nature is a business 

strategy or a character flaw, Post refers to Trump’s open letter from 1987 in which much of his 

current political beliefs are already defined. His answer to the debate’s central question: ‘does 

Trump have a plan?’ therefore seems to be a careful ‘yes.  

 

Next to take the stage is Rem Korteweg, whose talk focused on the concerning protectionist 

economic policies that Trump is fighting hard to instill. However, he suggests that although the 

coming four years will not find the bond between the U.S. and the EU strengthening, there is 

no reason to despair, as the EU may use the opportunity to grow closer together. Trump’s threats 

to drop out of NATO, although highly unlikely, have motivated European leaders to seek out 

alternative defense policies like increased collaboration.  

 

Korteweg also mentions that there are ways to do business with the U.S. without having to deal 

directly with Trump. Merkel’s invitation to Ivanka Trump for the women’s summit, for 

example, may have been a move to  set up a channel of communication via the president’s 

daughter. Anything goes, Korteweg says, as long as we refrain from putting Trump and Claude 

Juncker in one room together. After opening speeches the panel, which included both keynote 

speakers as well as some of Clingendael’s top researchers, Louise van Schaik for sustainability, 

Magriet Drent for security, and Sico van de Meer for nuclear and cyber warfare, discussed 

several topics such as the future of the NATO, spurred on by questions from the audience. 

 

With regard to Trump’s many criticisms is it important to realize when something is meant for 

pure rhetorical consumption, served up to feed a U.S. electorate, and when it is not. One issue 

Trump never wavered on is climate change. Louise van Schaik hinted that later this week news 

might break that the U.S. was going to pull out of the Paris agreement. Interestingly, however, 

with regard to climate Trump is already up against market forces – as sustainable energy jobs 

now outnumber fossil fuel jobs in the U.S. States also might want to push their energy policies 

despite a federal ‘no.’  Of course leadership remains important, especially in persuading big 

business to go green, and in turning psychological attitudes in general. As a businessman, 

Trump will no doubt be aware of the stakes.  

 

If you speak Dutch and want to check out the debate for yourself, the event was livestreamed 

and you can find it on the Clingendael Facebook page or the website, www.clingendael.nl. 
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CONFERENCES 
 
 

Symposium: John Lothrop Motley en de 

Amerikaanse ontdekking van Nederland 
 

13 juni 2017, 15:00-18:00 

Drift 21 (Sweelinckzaal), Universiteit Utrecht,  

 

Op 13 juni verschijnt de biografie De Atlantische Pelgrim. John Lothrop Motley en de 

Amerikaanse Ontdekking van Nederland (Uitgeverij Boom) door Jaap Verheul. John Lothrop 

Motley werd de beroemdste historicus van de Verenigde Staten door zijn bestseller over de 

Nederlandse Opstand, The Rise of the Dutch Republic (1856).  

 

Deze nieuwe biografie laat zien hoe Motley de Nederlandse samenleving als een historisch 

voorbeeld ontdekte. De Amerikaan uit Boston slaagde erin het oude beeld van een zompig land 

met stilstaand water en zelfgenoegzame burgers te vervangen door een heroïsch model van 

vooruitgang, welvaart en vrijheidsdrang. Motley’s Amerikaanse perspectief werd ook door het 

Nederlandse publiek enthousiast ontvangen en heeft de vaderlandse geschiedschrijving blijvend 

veranderd. Als Amerikaanse kosmopoliet sloot hij blijvende vriendschappen met Otto von 

Bismarck, koningin Sophie en leden van de Engelse aristocratie. Dit symposium plaatst deze 

Atlantische pelgrim in zijn fascinerende negentiende-eeuwse wereld. 

 

The World Needs More Canada? 

Changes and Challenges in 

Contemporary Canadian Culture 

and Society  
 

Thursday and Friday 15-16 June 2017 

Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen 

 

From booksellers and rock artists to diplomats and the 

President of the United States, many people have echoed the 

sentiment that Canada has something important to offer to the 

world. The 150th anniversary of Confederation in 2017 

represents an excellent occasion to consider and highlight 

current social, cultural and political developments and 

critically explore the ways in which Canada defines itself and 

its place in the world. Can Canada be a blueprint for the world? 

To what extent can Canadian policies and solutions be 

transferred to other continents and cultures? Does the world 

indeed need more Canada? 

 

Organized by Hans Bank and Mathilde Roza, this conference includes keynote speeches by:  

 

Willem van Genugten (Professor em. of International Law, Tilburg University; Extraordinary 

Professor of International Law, NWU, South-Africa): “Canada and the World: a value-

driven actor in another tense era?” 
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Aritha van Herk (novelist and public intellectual; Professor of Canadian literature and creative 

writing at the University of Calgary): “The Canadian Conundrum:  Hip and Urbane or 

Frumpy and Old-fangled?” 

 

Winfried Siemerling (professor of Comparative Literature, University of Waterloo):” Creating 

Change: Black Canadian Literature and Transformation” 

 

Linc Kesler (Director of the UBC First Nations House of Learning, University of British 

Columbia; Senior Advisor to the President on Aboriginal Affairs): “Indian Residential 

Schools, Missing Indigenous Women, and the Reshaping of Canadian Identity” 

 

For a detailed description and information regarding registration, and schedules please see 

www.ru.nl/canadaconference/ 

 

HOTCUS Annual Conference  
 

Annual Conference, 16-18 June 2017 

University College Dublin, Ireland 

 

The Historians of the Twentieth Century United States will hold their annual conference from 

16-18 June at University College Dublin, in Ireland. he plenary speaker will be Professor Penny 

Von Eschen of Cornell University, who will be delivering a lecture on “Nostalgia, 

Triumphalism, and New Enemies: From the post-1989 U.S. Identity Crisis to the Rise of 

Trump.” 

 

For the conference program and details on how to register, please see: http://hotcus.org.uk. 

 

 

Animation & Memory 

 
Thursday and Friday 22-23 June, 2017 

Radboud University and LUX Theater 

 

The past thirty years have witnessed the emergence of memory studies 

as a field that has yielded a rich body of research into practices of 

remembering and forgetting in art, popular culture, and everyday life. 

While live action cinema and documentary films have been studied 

extensively, the interrelation between animation and memory has so far 

received much less attention. This lacuna in scholarship is particularly 

pertinent in light of the increasing number of animation films dealing 

with various forms, methods, and contexts of remembering and 

forgetting. Our conference seeks to address this lacuna. 

 

Organized by Maarten van Gageldonk and Laszlo Muntean this 

conference will feature a keynote speech by Professor Suzanne Buchan (Middlesex University 

London) entitled “Memoria rerum: Animated Materiality, Memory and Amnesia.” In 

addition, the internationally renowned filmmaker, producer and film scholar Ülo Pikkov will 

offer insights from the perspective of an animation artist.  

 

For further information, please see http://www.ru.nl/animationandmemory/  

http://hotcus.org.uk/
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TSA Annual  Conference 
 

16th Annual Conference, 10-12 July 2017 

University College Cork, Ireland 

 

The TSA was created in 2001 to bring together those scholars for whom the ‘transatlantic’ is 

an important frame of reference: historians, political scientists and International Relations, 

sociologists, cultural and literary theorists. Since its establishment the Association has become 

a significant multi-disciplinary venue and network.  

 

From 10-12 July, the TSA will hold its  16th annual conference at University College Cork, in 

Ireland. For more information and registration, see www.transatlanticstudies.com. Please note 

that a discounted conference fee is available for student/unsalaried participants. 

 

Constructing America | Defining Europe:  

Perceptions of the Transatlantic Other, 

1900-2000  
 

8-10 November 2017 

Utrecht University, Utrecht, Netherlands 

 

The first hundred days of Donald Trump’s presidency have fueled the deep feeling, on both 

sides, of a profound cultural difference between the United States and Europe. At the same 

time, new and unexpected commonalities have been created with the development of a “populist 

international” or an “anti-globalist alliance” on both sides of the Atlantic, the rise of anti-

immigration feeling in both the U.S. and in Europe, alongside a re-intensification of racial 

tensions, and questions about inclusion, exclusion, and ethnicity, in France, the Netherlands, 

Eastern Europe, and the U.S.. 

 

The conference Constructing America / Defining Europe invites scholars to take these 

developments as a starting point to consider how the mutual perceptions of “America” and 

“Europe” have evolved in the twentieth century. America’s political and cultural influence has 

generated controversy and resistance as well as inspiring emulation and adaptation. However, 

since the late 1990s, the widespread perception of an “Americanization” of  Europe, to which 

many scholars subscribed, has been replaced by a focus on cultural interaction and local 

appropriation. This shift in outlook, with its emphasis on the complexity and hybridity of 

cultural interaction has opened new areas of study. This conference follows this shift and 

investigates the way cultures on both sides of the northern Atlantic perceived, represented, 

interacted with, and changed each other. It does so by drawing attention to cultural perceptions 

and to the overarching patterns, domestic functions, and geopolitical contexts of those 

constructions.  

 

The conference will focus on the following three domains: Mass Media and Popular Culture, 

Economics and Society, Politics and Policy. Confirmed keynote speakers include Mary Nolan 

and Thomas Bender. 

For more information see: http://translantis.wp.hum.uu.nl/conferences/2017-conference-

constructing-america-defining-europe/ 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia_oyT8vbTAhVCUlAKHRMcBb8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.transatlanticstudies.com/&psig=AFQjCNFzdVlBXyUEJscj9KUiStloS0qr4g&ust=1495109248424772
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 

Mieke Kirkels – Kinderen van Zwarte Bevrijders, Een Verzwegen Geschiedenis 

 
Al vroeg in 1945 worden in Limburg de eerste 

bevrijdingskinderen geboren. Een zeventigtal van hen is 

duidelijk herkenbaar als ‘Amerikaantjes’ – ze hebben een 

donkere huidskleur en hun biologische vaders zijn zwarte 

Amerikaanse soldaten. In het witte katholieke Limburg zijn 

ze de eerste groep die er opgroeit met een afwijkende 

huidskleur. Vragen over hun biologische vaders blijven lang 

onbeantwoord.  

 

Een boek over een zwarte grafdelver die in 1944 in Limburg 

werkte, brengt twaalf van hen ertoe met hun verhaal naar 

buiten te komen. Vanuit Limburg zorgden zwarte 

servicetroepen voor bevoorrading van de fronttroepen, maar 

in de militaire geschiedenis komen de 900.000 zwarte 

Amerikanen die hielpen bij de bevrijding niet aan bod. 

Ooggetuigen vertellen over de stationering van de zwarte 

bevrijders en over de vernederingen die hun door de witte 

Amerikanen ten deel vielen. Door Limburgers werden ze als 

bevrijders omarmd, maar de acceptatie van de kinderen die ze verwekten, verliep minder 

vlekkeloos. Kinderen van zwarte bevrijders beschrijft deze aangrijpende en te lang verzwegen 

geschiedenis, die is geïllustreerd met een grote hoeveelheid onbekende foto’s uit de 

bevrijdingstijd. 

 

 

Robert Coover – Huck Out West 
 

More than a hundred and thirty years after Mark Twain’s 

classic appeared, Coover, a titan of postmodernism, 

imagines the violent adventures of Huckleberry Finn and 

Tom Sawyer during and after the Civil war. Tom’s taste for 

trouble has developed into something nastier; he rushes 

eagerly to see a mass Indian hanging. Huck is less 

bloodthirsty. “All this killing, it’s too many for me” is his 

response to Tom’s endorsement of rapacious westward 

expansion. Despite a purposefully tortured time line, which 

presents challenges for the reader, Coover’s update is a 

surprisingly faithful attempt to capture the troubled 

psychology (and “mizzerbul” spelling) of the original 

characters, during a dark era of American history (© The 

New Yorker). 
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Jaap Verheul – De Atlantische Pelgrim: John Lothrop Motley en de 

Amerikaanse Ontdekking van Nederland 
 

In 1856 publiceerde de Amerikaanse historicus John 

Lothrop Motley (1814-1877) The Rise of the Dutch 

Republic. Het werd een internationale bestseller. Waarom 

schreef uitgerekend een Amerikaan dit standaardwerk over 

de Nederlandse Gouden Eeuw? Deze en andere vragen 

beantwoordt Jaap Verheul in deze biografie. Motley blijkt 

een man met vele gezichten te zijn: historicus, 

romanschrijver, diplomaat en bovenal vertrouweling van 

vooraanstaande figuren als Bismarck en koningin Sophie.  

 

Jaap Verheul doceert cultuurgeschiedenis van de twintigste 

eeuw en cultuurgeschiedenis van de Verenigde Staten aan 

de Universiteit Utrecht. 

 

Op 13 juni 2017 organiseert de Universiteit Utrecht een 

symposium rond dit boek. Voor meer informatie zie 

‘Conferences’.   

 

 

 

 

William E. Leuchtenburg (ed.) – American Mosaic: Festschrift in Honor of 

Cornelis A. van Minnen 

 
For almost 33 years, Cornelis (Kees) van Minnen served with 

distinction as the director of the Roosevelt Study Center 

(RSC) in Middelburg. During his tenure from 1984 through 

2016, the RSC developed from an idea into a highly 

appreciated and renowned center for the study of American 

history and U.S.-European relations. Nelson Mandela 

characterized the RSC as “a famous center of excellence.” 

In appreciation of Cornelis van Minnen’s more than three 

decades of dedication to the RSC and his many contributions 

to the study of American history and U.S.-European 

relations, a stellar cast of European and American scholars 

band together in this Festschrift with a mosaic of essays about 

America, as varied as their current interests in U.S. history 

and culture. 

 

  

http://vuuniversitypress.com/#!/American-Mosaic/p/84399255
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GRANTS 
 

 

 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2018 
 

NASA offers a travel grant of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 

research trips to the United States. The grant is named after professor Rob Kroes, former NASA 

and EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The grant is available for 

Masters and Ph.D. students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 

 

The regulations are as follows: 

- Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary 

of their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 

- The deadline for submitting applications is 31 December 2017; 

- All applications should be sent to NASAbestuur@gmail.com; 

- A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by 15 January;  

- Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (± 1.000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 

Newsletter and on the NASA website. 

- The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 
 

One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This 

is especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the 

humanities is squeezed. Since 2010, NASA has awarded grants of €500 each year to assist 

Dutch students who are studying for an MA or Ph.D. to undertake research in the United States.  

 

In order to sustain this initiative – and, we hope, to expand it – NASA is giving members the 

opportunity to contribute to the Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund. This ring-fenced fund is dedicated 

solely to the provision of research grants to students at Dutch universities. You may make a 

one-time contribution or, if you choose, a regular donation. Donors can be published in the 

NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course choose to give anonymously. Please give 

generously!  
 

Donations may be transferred directly to the NASA account (IBAN: NL23 INGB000 2976924 

and BIC: INGBNL2A). Please indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on the 

annual list of donors. 
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Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2017 Report 
Heleen Blommers 

 

Last February I traveled to the United States to conduct archival research for my master’s thesis. 

In my thesis I am examining the failure narrative on the War on Poverty. This antipoverty 

program of the 1960s is often remembered as a failure and as a program that caused resentment 

against welfare policies in the U.S. In this thesis I will analyze how the construction and 

implementation of the War on Poverty policies could have contributed to this failure narrative. 

For this purpose, I focus on the sort of social and economic knowledge about poverty and the 

poor used in the policy-making process and on how this knowledge was reflected in the 

practical implementation of the program. For this latter part, I will conduct a case study of the 

local implementation and adaption of the federal War on Poverty in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Furthermore, I will analyze how the New Deal legacy played a part in the construction of and 

choice for the sort of programs in the War on Poverty. 

 

In February I thus left for the United States and I 

conducted research in the National Archives in 

Washington, D.C. and in the Baltimore City Archives. 

Initially I would only stay for four weeks, but the Rob 

Kroes Travel Grant enabled me to stay a week longer to 

conduct more in-depth research. Therefore, I could also 

visit the Library of Congress, where I for instance 

consulted the Daniel P. Moynihan papers. 

 

Moynihan was a political scientist working for the Labor 

Department in the 1960s and active in the early 

policymaking process of the War on Poverty programs. 

However, later on, Moynihan became a fervent War on 

Poverty critic. He is perhaps most famous for his report 

The Negro Family: A Case for National Action – also 

called the Moynihan Report – which was influential for 

the construction of the War on Poverty policies. The 

Moynihan papers in the Library of Congress gave me 

insight into Moynihan’s writing process and research for 

this report and into the responses to it. Moreover, the 

collection gave me insight into the early federal 

government proposals for an antipoverty program 

(already drafted under the Kennedy administration) and 

into Moynihan’s later critique on the War on Poverty, 

which was specifically articulated in his book Maximum 

Feasible Misunderstanding. The Rob Kroes Travel Grant 

thus enabled me to have a look at materials other than the 

official government documents and therefore allowed me 

to conduct an in-depth analysis of the construction of the 

War on Poverty policies and the origins of the knowledge 

used for this policy-making process. 

 

Besides these results for my master’s thesis, the Rob 

Kroes Travel Grant allowed me to take some time to 

examine the possibilities for a possible Ph.D. project that 
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will build further on my thesis. In this project, I hope to extend my research to the New Deal 

and to actively compare and analyze the connections between the two programs. In this way, I 

hope to provide an even fuller answer to the question what factors contributed to the failure 

narrative on the War on Poverty and why this differs from the narrative on the New Deal. For 

this purpose, I explored the extent of the available sources and the possible angle such a project 

could best be conducted from. 

 

Altogether, the Rob Kroes Travel Grant enabled me to conduct a more in-depth analysis for my 

masters’ thesis and provided me with time to explore a possible Ph.D. project. It therefore 

provided an invaluable experience! 

 

RIAS Research Grants 
 

European scholars at all stages in their careers (advanced students preparing for a master’s or 

doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a publication) are invited to apply for a RIAS Research 

Grant. The grant consists of a per diem of €45 (covering bed and breakfast in a low-budget 

hotel), payment of travel expenses. The minimum research period at the Roosevelt Institute for 

American Studies is one week. The maximum grant is €550. 
 

All applications for a RIAS research grant involving research work leading to a master’s or 

doctoral degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt 

Institute for American Studies can only offer a limited number of grants and will divide them 

between applicants from different European countries. Applications for a RIAS research grant 

should be submitted at least two months before the desired period of research.  

 

Visit the RIAS website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more information and further guidelines, as well 

as a grant application form.  

 

 

2017 TERRA Foundation Academic Awards, Fellowships and Grants 
 

 

Terra Foundation academic awards, fellowships, and grants help scholars in the field of 

American art realize their academic and professional goals 

and support the worldwide study and presentation of the 

historical art of the United States. Some examples of these 

opportunities are: 

 

 Research Travel Grants to the United States 

 International Research Travel Grants for U.S.-based Scholars 
 Fellowships at the Smithsonian American Art Museum 
 Academic Workshop & Symposium Grants 

 

For a complete listing of Terra Foundation academic awards, fellowships, and grant 

opportunities, please visit: www.terraamericanart.org/academic-awards. You can apply for 

each individually at the same website.  
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Volkskrant-IISG Thesis Prize in History 

For the eight time, De Volkskrant and the International 

Institute for Social History will award a prize for the best 

history thesis completed at a Dutch university. Any MA 

thesis written on a national or international historical 

subject, submitted and assessed between 1 August 2016 and 11 September 2017 is eligible. 

Students from disciplines other than history whose work touches on historical subjects are also 

invited to apply.  

 

The deadline for submissions is 12 September 2017. The author of the winning thesis will 

receive an award of 1.500 Euros and will have their thesis reported on in De Volkskrant. For 

inquiries, please contact Aukje Lettinga (communications advisor IISG) by telephone at 020-

6685866 or by email at ale@iisg.nl.  
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CALENDAR 2017-2018 

 

2017 
Date Event Location 

2 June  Amerikanistendag Amsterdam 

13 June Symposium: John Lothrop Motley en de 

Amerikaanse ontdekking van Nederland 

Utrecht 

15-16 June Conference: The World Needs More 

Canada? 

Nijmegen 

15-17 June  AADAS Conference 2017 Fulton, Illinois 

16-18 June  HOTCUS Annual Conference 2017 Dublin, Ireland 

10-12 July TSA Annual Conference 2017 Cork, Ireland 

9-10 November  Conference: Constructing America, 

Defining Europe 

Utrecht 

30 November – 1 December Conference: Pursuing the Rooseveltian 

Century 

Middelburg 

 

2018 
4-7 April 2018 EBAAS Conference London, UK 
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