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NASA NEWS 
 
 

Editorial 
 
The fall brings us two noteworthy conferences, among other events: the Transatlantis 
conference in Utrecht, 8-10 November 2017, on the theme of “Constructing America, Defining 
Europe”; and the Rooseveltian Century conference in Middelburg, 30 November-1 December, 
2017. I will be glad to see NASA colleagues at both. 
And now, some commentaries on chewing gum. In The Beer Can by the Highway (1969), John 
Kouwenhoven included chewing gum in his list of particularly “American” things, along with 
skyscrapers, comic books, the Model-T, jazz, the Constitution, soap operas, and Leaves of 
Grass. All these things, he suggested, were open-form rather than closed-form, modular, 
composed of infinitely repeatable units. None of them are rooted. All of them are about motion 
rather than stasis, process rather than substance. Gum, after all, is “a non-consumable 
confection,” and “its sole appeal is the process of chewing it.” I always thought this was a 
charming idea, and shared Kouwenhoven’s satisfaction in learning that chewing gum had 
indeed been patented by an American in 1869. This was a more cheerful version of the cheerless 
invocation of chewing gum in The Dialectic of Enlightenment, in which Adorno and 
Horkheimer read into gum “the heroizing of the average” and “the cult of cheapness.” Gum, 
Hollywood, and so on: “For a few coins you can see the film which cost millions, for even less 
you can buy the chewing gum behind which stand the entire riches of the world, and the sales 
of which increase those riches still further.” 
It isn’t easy to rescue gum from the Frankfurt School. But in August, I read with pleasure Karl 
Ove Knausgaard’s 900-word “letter of recommendation” for gum in the New York Times 
Magazine. To chew gum is infantile, he admits, and yet he needs it to write. His complaint was 
not with the economic logic of gum and late capitalism, but with gum’s aesthetic decline: “Since 
most gum now is sugar-free, its taste disappears after only a few minutes, and the consistency 
becomes loose and grainy, negating its elastic quality entirely.” The saving exception is Juicy 
Fruit, which Knausgaard now hoards, for fear that this particular brand of American gum will 
vanish, like all dear things.  
(I happened to read this essay in Charlottesville a day before the rally of American white 
supremacists, which is one reason I remember it. Gum is a distraction that distracts only briefly, 
and so goes this reflection on American gum. The more immediate American things that 
confront us are disasters – natural, political, and moral – and I have nothing to say about those 
things that fellow Americanists don’t already know.) 
The last commentary on gum is Umberto Eco’s. In one of my MA courses, I make students read 
his American travelogue, “Travels in Hyperreality.” In preparation, I went back to Eco’s oft-
cited essay on fascism (“Ur-Fascism,” NY Review of Books, 1995), and one passage stood out 
to me. As a boy, the first American soldiers he met as war’s end neared, in April 1945, were 
African American. One officer, a “Major or Captain Muddy,” who spoke enough French to 
converse with Italian ladies in a garden, “gave me my first piece of Wrigley’s Spearmint and I 
started chewing all day long.” There follows a child’s small act of preservation: “At night I put 
my wad in a water glass, so it would be fresh for the next day.” This isn’t nourishment so much 
as an allegory of nourishment, but we need the allegories too. 
 
Warm greetings from Amsterdam, 
 
George Blaustein,  
President of NASA  
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Introducing Dario Fazzi, Treasurer  
 
As of June 2017, Dario Fazzi has taken up the position of NASA 
treasurer. Dario received his BA in Political Science from the 
University of Bologna in 2004 and an MA in International 
Relations from the Third University of Rome in 2006. He went 
back to Bologna where he obtained his PhD in History in 2010. 
Since then he has gone on to teach courses relating to various 
aspects of US politics, history and culture in Italy, Belgium and the 
Netherlands.  
 
Since 2012, Dario has been based in Middelburg where he has been 
carrying out research into transatlantic relations, Cold War history, 
and transnational peace activism. His latest book is Eleanor 
Roosevelt and the Anti-Nuclear Movement: The Voice of Conscience (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2016). He has also published articles, contributed chapters, and written reviews on 
nuclear culture and policymaking, peace movements, youth protests, and transatlantic 
crossings. Currently, he is working on a project dealing with the American military presence in 
the Netherlands. 
 
 
 

Amerikanistendag 2017: “A Huge Success” 
 
The 23rd Amerikanistendag was held in Amsterdam on 
2 June 2017, and brought together young Americanists 
from the Netherlands, Germany, France, and the US 
The UvA, UL, RUG, UU, RuN, and the RIAS were all 
represented. BA students, MA students, and PhD 
candidates all presented findings from their recent 
work. (The courage displayed by BA students deserves 
special mention in this regard). 
 
Damian Pargas’s keynote lecture – “‘Stark mad after Negroes’: Slavery and the Origins of 
Racism in Early America” – opened the day with a lively inquiry into some fundamental 
questions about the history of racial slavery: what weight to give economic explanations as 
opposed to cultural explanations, and how can a historian track between these modes? His 
lecture was itself a compelling demonstration of method. He elucidated classic economic 
accounts of slavery’s rise and illustrated the limits of those accounts; he gravitated toward 
cultural and even psychological history to isolate the centrality of race, and to illuminate race’s 
relation to an economic system that was always in crisis or on the brink of it. The lecture was 
valuable for the seasoned scholar, but well-tailored to young scholars as well. The keynote took 
place in the handsome Doelenzaal of the University of Amsterdam’s library. 
 
From there, the Americanist caravan moved toward the Oost-Indisch Huis, a labyrinthine 
building, and the former headquarters of the Dutch East India Company – a fine and probably 
ironic setting for pondering the American past, present and imponderable future. The rest of the 
day saw panels of 3-4 aspiring scholars presenting on an astonishingly wide-ranging set of 
issues. The result was an eclectic buffet of Americanist scholarship, including an investigation 
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into the ‘santuary churches’ that sheltered immigrants 
in the 1980s; a history of the US base on Okinawa; 
studies of empowerment and feminism among black 
female popular artists (“Ladies, now let’s get in 
formation”); the American Socialist Party; 
representations of American identity in the work of 
Paul Verhoeven, and much, much more. Overall, the 
day represented a wonderful opportunity for students 
at every level to share their work among an audience 
of peers. And one thing is certain: that the future of 
American studies is more than secure in the hands of 
a new generation of scholars. 
 
 

Amerikanistendag 2018 
 
The 2018 Amerikanistendag will take place at the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies in 
Middelburg. More information can be found in the RIAS News section of this newsletter, on 
page 15. 
 
 
Introducing Damian Pargas, as Sackler Professor at Leiden University and 
Executive Director at RIAS 
 
Damian Alan Pargas is the Raymond and Beverly Sackler Professor of American History at 
Leiden University, as well as the new co-director of the Roosevelt Institute for American 
Studies. Having studied social history at Leiden University, he earned his MA cum laude in 
2004 and his PhD cum laude in 2009. From 2009 to 2013 he was assistant professor of history 
and American studies at Utrecht University. In August 2013, Damian returned to Leiden as 
assistant professor of social and economic history. (More information about his position under 
RIAS news.) 
 

Damian’s research focuses mainly on the history of 
slavery in the American South. He is especially 
interested in comparative perspectives on slave life, 
including internal comparisons within America 
itself. He is the author of two books, three 
forthcoming edited volumes (all of which are due to 
come out in 2018) and several articles on American 
slavery, slave family life, and slave migration in the 
19th century. He has also received a number of grants 
and fellowships, including a visiting research 
fellowship at the JFK Institute for North American 

Studies in Berlin, an NWO Veni research grant (2011-2014), and an NWO Vidi research grant 
(2015-2020). He has been a NASA board member since 2010, and is also a founder of the 
Leiden Slavery Studies Association, founder and chief editor of the Journal of Global Slavery, 
and co-editor of the book series Studies in Global Slavery.  
 
Email: d.a.pargas@hum.leidenuniv.nl  
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Research Projects Aynur Erdogan & Iris Plessius 
 
Two of the NASA board members are PhD students working on topics related to US Culture 
and international relations. Below, they both give a small report on their research thus far. 
 
Aynur Erdogan: “The American Kaleidoscope of the Orient” (Working Title) 

 
It would be far less wicked and not quite stupid, for the Grand Turk to send two of his 
Slaves into Britain HOWLIZTS and W. HOWOLDOZT to command all the Britons 
to acknowledge themselves the slaves of the Turk, offering to secure their rights and 
property, and to pardon such as had borne arms against his Sublime Highness [...] 
An American [pseud.], "To Howe, W. Howe," The Boston Gazette (30 December 
1776): 1. 

 
Edward Said’s hypothesis that the Orient was a European invention 
burgeoned a corpus of scholarship that set out to complement, complicate, 
and contradict Orientalism. After the terror attacks of 11 September 2001, America's interaction 
with the Orient came to the scholarly limelight. Recent studies explored notions of captivity, 
nineteenth-century imperialist projects, and US-American relations with the Muslim world. 
 
In the eighteenth century, representations of the Orient were mostly imported from the Old 
World. These cultural articulations fed into a corpus of ideas, motifs, and traditions—a 
repertoire of gems and mirrors. American intellectuals and writers availed themselves of this 
material and created kaleidoscopic representations, for instance, to come to terms with the 
situation as a fledging Union. My PhD project combines a number of studies on early American 
culture, European as well as Eastern literature and philosophy with research into textual 
mobility, American periodical and print culture to make the case that imagined Orients became 
an analytical tool to nuance current domestic and foreign political debates that characterized 
the decades of instability in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
 
There are a variety of means by which the Orient became part of early American discourse. 
Some product lines demonstrate ways in which, for example, American Sindbads were used for 
political purposes. Other primary sources deflected discussions about allegiance and loyalty to 
(imagined) Oriental lands (see quote above). Last but not least, a third category used forms of 
direct and indirect adaptation. In order to fill weekly and monthly pages, magazine editors 
turned to European sources for publishable material. This category includes a plethora of 
Oriental tales but also non-literary sources, such as Nicolas Antoine Boulangers unsung book, 
Recherches sur l'origine du déspotisme oriental. In essence, my PhD project will tease out 
clearly identifiable functionalities, and their respective backgrounds, or contemporary 
embedding’s in history, philosophy, or day-to-day politics – increasingly from 1760 until the 
mid-nineteenth century. 
 
 
Iris Plessius: “Imposed Consensus? An Examination of the Relations between Dutch 
Settlers and Native Americans in North America between 1674 and 1783” 
 
When the peace of Westminster was signed on 10 November 1674, the Dutch colony formerly 
known as New Netherland came into the hands of the British after a ten-year struggle. The 
moment the colony was taken over by the British, the Dutch as a cultural entity actually did not 
disappear. While some of the colonists decided to return to the Dutch Republic, most of them 
recognized the new political order, and by doing so were able to maintain their distinctive ethnic 
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identity. At first, they lingered in the vicinity of their former colony, but as their numbers 
continued to grow they became part of the movement to the West. Moving closer to the frontier, 
west of the Appalachian Mountains the Dutch repeatedly came in contact with the Native 
Americans. Over the years, the Dutch developed different types of relationships with the 
Natives, starting in the field of business, later that of religion, and eventually in the field of 
politics.  
 
Most of the historical scholarship concerning the Dutch-American 
relationship has either focused on New Netherland or on the Dutch 
migration waves during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, while the period from 1674 till 1783 has largely been 
neglected. This is somewhat peculiar. When the British took over 
New Netherland, Dutch colonists were only to be found within the 
borders of their former colony. Between 1674 and 1783, however, 
there was a move of Dutch colonists to the Old Northwest, which they 
settled and prepared for newly arriving settlers. What specifically 
happened in these intervening one hundred and ten years is yet to be 
researched, but is vital for our understanding of the Dutch-American 
relationship in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The objective of my PhD project, then, is 
to examine and assess the various relationships that existed between the Dutch and the Native 
Americans (mostly belonging to the Iroquois and Algonquian Nations) from 1674 until 1783 in 
order to illuminate the role and the position of the Dutch within the colonial society of the 
United States during the formative years of the 17th and 18th centuries.  
 
Examining the relationship between the Dutch and the Native Americans, which is central to 
my PhD project, requires extensive archival research. Preliminary research trips have yielded 
an abundance of useful and so far, unstudied material indispensable for reconstructing the Dutch 
side of the story, in particular, personal documents such as letters, diaries, and travel reports. 
Because these so-called ego documents tend to be inherently subjective, in order to get a more 
reliable image of the relationship between the Dutch and the Natives the information gathered 
from these types of sources will be checked against governmental records, military reports, 
contracts, land deeds, newspapers, and treaties. In other words, the focus is on the people, their 
administration, and their infrastructure. 
 
When it comes to the Native American perspective, the sources are evidently less abundant. 
Non-Native sources occasionally contain responses of Native Americans recorded by 
interpreters. The question remains, however, how much of these responses have been altered to 
fit the European point of view.  In the end, then, even more challenging than the relative scarcity 
of Native sources is the difficulty which lies in correctly interpreting the message the original 
authors wished to convey, as working with Native American culture and history you have to try 
to leave your European frame of reference behind and attempt to see the world from a Native 
perspective. In order to improve my knowledge of the history and culture of the Iroquois and 
Algonquian and my skills in deciphering Native sources as well as those recorded by Dutch 
interpreters, I have been granted a six-month Fulbright scholarship and I will start working at 
the American Indian and Indigenous Studies program at Cornell University on 14 January, 
2018.  
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Farewell Address by Hans Bak 
 
Hans Bak, professor of American literature and American Studies at Radboud University, will 
give his valedictory lecture in an academic session on Friday, 15 December 2017 at the 
Academiezaal of the Aula of Radboud University, Comeniuslaan 2, 6525 HP Nijmegen. 

 
The lecture will be held in Dutch and is entitled: Transnational Tales 
of Transit Over taal, migratie en identiteit in de hedendaagse Noord-
Amerikaanse roman (On language, migration and identity in the 
contemporary North American novel).  
 
You are kindly invited to attend this academic ceremony, which will 
be followed by a reception in the Anton van Duinkerkenzaal of the 
Aula. Please register before 4 December through www.ru.nl/bak. 
 
 

 
 

NASA-BZ Program 
 
Since 2016, NASA has organized a series of 
lectures and workshops for the staff training 
program of the Western Hemisphere Department 
(DWH) of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (BZ). The aim of these events has been to 
increase the capacity of BZ staff by enhancing their context-analytical skills and their 
transatlantic understanding. The meetings have therefore focused primarily on advanced level 
training of new policy staff with regard to the historical and the contemporary social, cultural, 
and political developments affecting North American countries. 
 
The topics have spanned across a range of themes, including the structural and strategic aspects 
of North American foreign policy, immigration, transatlantic relations, gender policy, race 
relations, economic inequality, and climate change. 
 
The program will continue in 2018, when NASA professors will expound on cultural relations, 
trade, and educational programs. 
 
 

StudentNASA 
 
StudentNASA proudly represents the student body 
of NASA. We connect students from four different 
universities by organizing events across the 
country. Conferences, job fairs, cultural outings, 
and sporting events are just some of the few events that we organized last year. If you are a 
student, do not hesitate to get in touch with us directly at studentnasa@gmail.com, or visit our 
Facebook page. 
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Rabiye Tokyay – President & Leiden Representative 
I’m Rabiye Tokyay, an MA student in History and a pre-master student 
in North American Studies at Leiden University. Like my Leiden 
predecessor Laura, I’ll be serving as president of the StudentNASA 
board 2017-2018. Exited as I and my other board members are to create 
a stronger community, I’m particularly aiming at building a stronger 
academic environment, accessible for all the students of North American 
Studies.  
We are StudentNASA, by and for students of North American Studies. 
 
E-mail: rabiyetokyay@msn.com  

 
Donna Korsuize – Secretary & Amsterdam Representative 

My name is Donna Korsuize and I’m a third year History student at the 
University of Amsterdam. Just recently, I started an American Studies 
minor and I’m very enthusiastic to combine this with my position as 
Commissioner of External Affairs on the board of the Amsterdam 
Americanist Society. Being part of the StudentNASA board 2017-2018, 
I will focus on representing all American Studies students in Amsterdam 
and hopefully connect even more American Studies students throughout 
the country. 
 
E-mail: donnakorsuize@hotmail.com 

 
Twan van der Linden – Treasurer & Groningen Representative 

Hello, my name is Twan van der Linden and I’m a second year BA 
student in American Studies at the University of Groningen. This year 
I’m in the board of my study association EPU as the commissioner of 
external affairs. I’m very excited to be a part of the StudentNASA board 
for the coming year. It’s both a challenge and an honor for me, and I’m 
very eager to get started. My goal is to strengthen the national community 
of American Studies, and make the StudentNASA a part of every 
American Studies student’s life. 
 
E-mail: t.k.h.van.der.linden@student.rug.nl 

 
Nick de Lange – Public Relations/Media & Nijmegen Representative 

My name is Nick de Lange and I’m a second year BA student of 
American studies at the Radboud University Nijmegen. I’m very excited 
to be an active member of USA Nijmegen as well as on the board of the 
StudentNASA, where I’ll represent the interests of all American studies 
students in Nijmegen. I hope to reach many new students all over the 
country and introduce them to the activities and events that 
StudentNASA and NASA have to offer. I’ll help promote the image of 
the StudentNASA and keep anyone that is interested in the field of 
American studies up to date through social media and other available 
platforms. 
 
E-mail: nick_1994_2009@hotmail.com  
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EAAS NEWS  
 
The 32nd European Association for American 
Studies and 63rd British Association for 
American Studies Joint Conference, 4-7 April 2018 
 
The EBAAS conference will bring together scholars across the fields of American Studies, 
History, Literature, Film, Media and Cultural Studies, Geography, Politics, and International 
Relations for four packed days of talks, discussions, networking, and cultural events. This 
unique collaboration between EAAS and BAAS looks set to be one of the largest American 
Studies conferences ever held in Europe. 
 

The featured topics of the conference couldn’t be more timely. On 
the 50th anniversary of the turbulent events of 1968 – including the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the eruption of anti-
war and student protests in the US, the UK, and across the world – 
EBAAS 2018 will bring together scholars at all career stages to 
present their work, with particular emphasis on themes related to 

Environment, Place and Protest. At a moment in which we are witnessing the eruption of a new 
wave of protests targeting questions of environment, economics, and the changing relationships 
between the US, UK, and Europe, this conference promises to provide important perspectives 
on the social, historical, political, and cultural roots and routes of our current moment, and its 
potential futures. In addition to our panel presentations, we are also thrilled to welcome our 
three plenary lecturers: Bettye Collier-Thomas (Temple University, Philadelphia), Pekka 
Hämäläinen (Oxford), and Joanna Gill (Exeter). 
 
EBAAS 2018 will also provide participants with exciting opportunities to engage with the 
“place” of the conference itself. Set across three leading academic and cultural institutions at 
the heart of London – King’s College London, University College London, and the Eccles 
Centre for American Studies at the British Library – EBAAS 2018 will give participants a 
chance to explore some of London’s breathtaking sites, whether that be a walk over the Thames 
or through the historical neighborhood of Bloomsbury, a tour of the world-renowned British 
Library, a pint at one of the city’s historical pubs, or an opportunity to experience London’s 
famous theatre scene. 
 
The provisional EBAAS program will be published by 15 November 2017. 
 
EBAAS Organizing Committee 
Myka Abramson (University of Warwick); Uta Balbier (King’s College London); Martin 
Halliwell (University of Leicester); Zoe Hyman (University College London); Daniel Matlin 
(King’s College London); Cara Rodway (British Library); Edward Sugden (King’s College 
London); Katerina Webb-Bourne (King’s College London); Nick Witham (University College 
London). 
 
For more information contact ebaas2018@baas.ac.uk or visit 
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/history/eventrecords/2017-18/EBAAS-2018-
London.aspx   
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RIAS NEWS 
 
 

Introducing our Directors:  
Damian Pargas and Giles Scott-Smith 
 
Damian Pargas 
I emigrated to The Netherlands from the US in 2000 and studied history at Leiden University, 
where I became particularly interested in the history of African-American slavery and 
segregation. After earning my PhD in 2009 I did a stint at Utrecht University but returned to 
Leiden in 2013, and was appointed the Raymond and Beverly Sackler Professor of American 
History this past summer. The best part about my new position is that I am now formally 
affiliated with the RIAS, which I visited regularly over the years when it was still the RSC, first 
as a student and later as an historian. I am very happy to now have the opportunity to work with 
my friends in Middelburg and help give shape to the RIAS in its new form. The RIAS has a 
unique opportunity to expand its role as a platform for research, conferences, education and 
public outreach regarding all aspects of American studies, and I am excited to be a part of it.   
 
Giles Scott-Smith  
I came to Middelburg as a post-doctoral researcher at the RSC in 2002, my first full-time 
position in Dutch academia. Later I lectured in International Relations at University College 
Roosevelt also in Middelburg, and then moved to Leiden University where I am active in the 
American Studies and International Studies programs. It is a tremendous opportunity to now 
return to Middelburg to be part of the leadership for the new RIAS, linking up and strengthening 
the Institute as part of Leidens academic environment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introducing New PhD Candidates 
 
As part of its new mission, the RIAS is developing into a small-scale graduate school for PhD 
candidates in US History aiming to complete their PhD at Leiden University. To give this 
program a clear direction, the RIAS adopted the theme of the Rooseveltian Century as a frame 
for the PhD projects. In this way the PhD candidates are able to explore and define this research 
theme, in doing so contributing to the development of the RIAS’s research profile as a whole. 
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Celia Nijdam  
 
My name is Celia Nijdam and I am originally from Amsterdam where 
I was born and raised, and attended the University of Amsterdam. It 
was at the UvA where my interest in American Studies started. During 
my BA in Media and Culture, I also enrolled in a minor in American 
Studies. The classes I took during this minor inspired me in such a way 
that I ultimately decided on an MA in American Studies. During this 
year I focused mainly on American literature and culture, eventually 
writing my thesis on the writers of the Lost Generation and the Harlem 
Renaissance and how they inhabited overlapping spaces, which they 
expressed through similar themes in their work. After my MA I was 
selected to attend Smith College in the US for a year. I went to Smith as a Fulbright student, 
receiving a grant to develop my research on American Literature. I did this by taking classes 
on African American and Jewish American literature, graduating with a research project on 
labor plays written during the 1930s by Langston Hughes and John Dos Passos. This project 
inspired my PhD proposal, which still focusses on these labor plays but will be more politically 
oriented. This is also one of the reasons why I applied to the RIAS. I was always fascinated by 
its unique field of research and its connection with the time period my own research is 
embedded in. I am sure I will be able to develop my research further at the RIAS and am looking 
forward to my time here.  
 
Paul Brennan 
 

My name is Paul Brennan. I am originally from Fairbanks, Alaska. I 
moved to Ireland at the age of 18 in the year 2000. In 2009 I decided 
to move to Northern Ireland to pursue the study of history. I was to 
receive my BA in modern history at Queens University Belfast. The 
main lines of my research there focused on nationalism, national 
identities, and the emergence of such modernizing processes of  
industrialization, mass politics, and greater international 
interconnectivity in the late nineteenth century throughout the 
transatlantic world. My undergraduate thesis was entitled: “Heinrich 
von Treitschke and the History of Germany in the 19th Century.” I 
completed my undergraduate degree at Queens in 2014. In that same 

year I enrolled in Leiden University for a Research Masters in Political Culture and National 
Identities. Here I expanded upon my earlier interests and moved further into such topics and 
themes as transnational reformism, intellectual history, civil rights, and a greater overall 
engagement in matters of historical theory and methodology. I wrote my MA thesis on the 
transatlantic influences on American Progressive Era municipal reformers. The thesis was 
entitled “Constructing the Transatlantic Municipality: The Municipal Reform Writings of 
Richard T. Ely, Albert Shaw, and Frederick C. Howe.” 
 
I am currently beginning a PhD position at the RIAS. The dissertation is a part of an exciting 
and broader project framework developed by the RIAS  known as the “Rooseveltian Century.” 
My dissertation looks to contribute to this analytical frame by analyzing how surviving 
Progressive Era reformers assessed the New Deal and, hence, the continuities and 
discontinuities between the two great American reform movements that entailed both of the 
Roosevelt presidencies. The dissertation is entitled: “Progressive Continuity within a 
Rooseveltian Century: Progressive Reformers and the New Deal.” 
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International PhD Seminar 
 
From 15 to 17 November 2017, the RIAS held another iteration of its long-running international 
PhD seminar, in which it invites graduate students working on aspects of American history, 
culture, and politics to share their work and discuss their research. 
 
The first panel, chaired by Bruce Kucklick, emeritus professor of history at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and a long-standing friend of the RIAS, investigated the politics of labor, 
education, and sport in American society. Nick Batho (Edinburgh University) shared his work  
on the history of children’s books by African American writers. Jaime Caro-Morente 
(University of Madrid) followed with his work on the international aspects of American 
socialism. Rivers Gambrell (Oxford) closed the session with a fascinating, and timely 
presentation on the politicization of American football during the Nixon years. 
 
The second panel, chaired by RIAS visiting professor Justin Hart, shifted the focus to 
diplomacy. Elena Sidorova (SciencesPo), assessed the extent to which the art of Andy Warhol 
was used as a tool for US public diplomacy. Finally, Seung-mo Kang, of the London School of 
Economics, shared his work on the international history of the San Francisco peace treaty, 
which formally ended the war with Japan, and explored the neglected role of smaller actors, 
such as South Korea, in the peace process.  
 
The third session, chaired by RIAS executive director Damian Pargas, featured three scholars 
advancing new perspectives on the United States’s fitful march through the 19th century. 
Thomas Mareite, of Leiden University, opened the day with an introduction to his work on 
slavery, exploring the histories that sought to escape their enslavement by running away to 
Louisiana and Spanish Texas. Susannah Deily-Swearingen (New Hampshire) presented her 
work on the “Free State of Winston,” a county in Alabama that refused to join the Confederacy 
and became the centre of what was, in effect, a rebellion within a rebellion. Cristoph Nitschke 
(Oxford) followed with an investigation into US foreign relations and finance, exploring how 
the connections of the US to European financial markets helped spark a panic in 1873. 
 
The RIAS will continue to hold this successful seminar in the next year. Keep an eye on the 
website for the call for papers. (www.roosevelt.nl) 
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Pursuing the Rooseveltian Century Conference, 30 November-1 December 
2017 
 
To mark the launch of the Roosevelt Institute for 
American Studies, the Institute will organize a 
major international conference, dedicated to 
exploring the “Rooseveltian Century” as a 
historical theme and an interpretative framework. 
 
The Rooseveltian Century is a new concept for 
contemporary history, which seeks to connect the 
emergence of the United States as a global power 
to the development of progressive politics, both at 
home and abroad. It examines the three most 
prominent Roosevelts – Theodore, Franklin, and 
Eleanor – as a ‘collective agent’ who changed our 
understanding of the responsibilities of 
government and the global role of the United 
States. It links the three Roosevelts not only by name but also by belief, purpose and worldview. 
 
The Rooseveltian Century, as a historical frame, makes use of the three Roosevelts to view, 
critically consider, and explore progressive themes in US history and international relations, 
without necessarily stating that the three acted in unison or that they expressed the same views 
or policies. 
 
The conference explores how the concept of a Rooseveltian Century might be used to reinterpret 
major themes in American and global history. To that end, it brings together a wide range of 
leading scholars to address how the Roosevelts redefined four overarching themes: security, 
equality, freedom, and their ongoing legacies. 
 

The conference will feature some of the leading 
scholars of American history on both sides of the 
Atlantic as special guests. Keynote speakers 
include Frank Costigliola (University of 
Connecticut); Mary Dudziak (Emory 
University); Petra Goedde (Temple University); 
Kiran Patel (Maastricht University); Lisa McGirr 
(Harvard University); Justin Hart (Texas Tech 
University); Elizabeth Borgwardt (Washington 
University in St. Louis); Mario del Pero 
(SciencesPo); Michael Cullinane (Northumbria 
University); and David Woolner (Roosevelt 
Institute). 
 
For the program and registration form, please 
visit: www.roosevelt.nl  
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Interview with RIAS Visiting Professor Justin Hart 
 
You came from Texas to Holland, from Lubbock to Middelburg. What made you come here, and 
how do the two cities differ? 
I came because the good folks at the Roosevelt Institute were kind enough to ask me to come 
and I thought it would be a good opportunity to continue to develop my thinking on the 
Roosevelt era in a new environment devoted specifically to that subject. Lubbock and 
Middleburg have very little in common except for an extraordinary amount of wind and lots of 
windmills. Middelburg (and most of the Netherlands) is very old and compactly organized; 
Lubbock is very new (less than a century old in its current form) and extremely spread out. 
 
You teach history of American foreign relations at Texas Tech University, what is it that 
interests you about this topic? 
What interests me about history in general is getting inside the minds of people in the past – 
understanding the way that they thought and using their thinking to address similar questions 
that we face today. What interests me about US foreign relations, in particular, is that the stakes 
in understanding the subject are so high. It’s not too much to suggest that people live and die 
based upon how we choose to remember the history of US foreign relations – how we define 
the successes and failures of the past and how we compare them to the present. 
 
What are you working on/researching now in Middelburg? 
I’m researching President Harry Truman’s failed campaign for universal military training in the 
United States, using it to understand how the transformation of the US role in the world after 
World War II impacted ideas of citizenship and social obligation in the United States and 
reconfigured the relationship between the American people and their federal government. 
 
In the beginning of October you gave a lecture on “The Fate of the 
Rooseveltian Century in the Age of Trump,” how does Trump show 
discontinuity from the Rooseveltian century, and are there any 
continuities? 
There are both continuities and discontinuities. The legacy of the 
Rooseveltian Century is a complex one, filled with some 
tremendous successes and some truly atrocious low points. In my 
opinion, Trump has turned away from some of the greatest 
successes of the Rooseveltian Century – particularly the trans-
Atlantic alliance – and his behavior and attitudes often evoke some 
of the ugliest episodes in American history, but to suggest that there 
is no continuity between him and his predecessors would be to 
whitewash US history. 
 
 

Amerikanistendag 2018 and Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 
2018 
 
In the spring 2018, the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies in Middelburg will organize 
and host the annual Amerikanistendag. 
For the first time, the traditional Theodore Roosevelt American History Award (TRAHA), a 
prize that goes to the best thesis on American history defended at a Dutch university, will be 
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presented during the Amerikanistendag and will be generously supported by Elsevier 
Weekblad. 

We encourage MA students interested in competing for the TRAHA 
2018 to contact their thesis supervisor. MA theses (2 per university) 
should be submitted to the RIAS through the American Studies 
coordinator by 31 December 2017. 
The first prize will be a trip to Medora and Dickinson in North Dakota. 
The winner will be a guest of the Theodore Roosevelt Medora 
Foundation and Dickinson State University and will visit TR sites in the 
surrounding area and the Badlands.  
 
More information will soon be available on the NASA and RIAS 
website at www.netherlands-america.nl and www.roosevelt.nl. 

 
 

Donations to the RIAS Library  
 
Over the course of the year, the RIAS library has expanded its collections on American history 
through several substantial donations of books and other materials. We were especially grateful 
to receive a selection from the personal collection of Curtis Roosevelt (1930-2016), the son of 
Anna Roosevelt and Curtis Bean Dall, and the eldest grandson of Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Curtis spent his early childhood in the White House, and subsequently made a 
distinguished career at the United Nations, the centrepiece of his grandfather’s international 
legacy. The donation, available in the library as the “Curtis Roosevelt Collection,” consists of 
volumes relating to the life and times of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
 
The RIAS also received several donations relating to the life, 
administration, and assassination of John F. Kennedy. The new 
collections includes over a hundred books, as well as magazines, video 
recordings, and a wide array of Kennedy memorabilia, some of which is 
currently on display in the RIAS library. The RIAS is sincerely grateful 
to Peter Visbach, and the family of Jack van Eekelen (1956-2016) for 
entrusting the library with their collections. 
 
Finally, the RIAS received a substantial number of books from the 
collection of Professor Leon Gordenker, who served as professor of 
politics at Princeton University until 1986. The collection includes 
Professor Gordenker’s own corpus of works on the history of the United Nations and global 
governance, as well as a wide array of other works on international relations and history. 
 
All these collections are freely accessible at the RIAS library, and can be searched through the 
catalogue available on the RIAS website. 
 
 

Twitter Account  
 
In addition to our Facebook and Instagram page, the RIAS is now also on Twitter! Follow us 
at @RIASMiddelburg for news, events, updates, and more. 
  



 

17 
 

US EMBASSY NEWS 

 

New US Embassy 
The US Embassy in The Hague is moving to its new building in Wassenaar at the end of January 
2018. The new Embassy building has many “green” features and is “LEED” Silver energy 
design, attempting Gold. The current US Embassy on the Lange Voorhout was designed by 
American architect Marcel Breuer in 1959, and was recently awarded the status of 
“Rijksmonument.” The building will be redeveloped by the city of The Hague to house the 
Escher Museum as well as a hotel. 
 
 
 
 

New US Ambassador to the Netherlands 
The Ambassador-nominee for the Netherlands, Mr. Pete Hoekstra, is currently waiting to 
receive confirmation of his nomination in the US Senate. Once this confirmation has been 
received, we expect Mr. Hoekstra to arrive in the Netherlands before the end of this year to take 
on his position as the new US Ambassador to the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  
 

Other News 
On 8 November, two distinguished American professors were awarded special recognitions by 
the World Cultural Council in Leiden. Professor Omar M. Yaghi, the James and Neeltje Tretter 
Chair Professor of Chemistry at the University of California-Berkeley, was selected as the 
winner of the 2017 Albert Einstein World Award of Science. The 2017 Leonardo da Vinci 
World Award of Arts was granted to Professor Russell Hartenberger, Professor Emeritus of 
Ethnomusicology and Percussion at the University of Toronto, Canada. 
 
The US Embassy continues to give special attention to the 70th anniversary of the Marshall Plan 
throughout the coming year.  Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to stay involved and informed 
about future events, which will include several conferences, exhibits, and student programs.  
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PhD DEFENSE 

 

Albertine Bloemendal, “Reframing the Diplomat: Ernst van der Beugel and 
the Cold War Atlantic Community” 
 
PhD Defense, Leiden University 
On 6 September 2017, Albertine Bloemendal defended her dissertation on the Dutch diplomat, 
politician, businessman, and scholar Ernst van der Beugel (1918-2004) at Leiden University. 
The defense took place before a full audience in the grand auditorium of the university’s 
academy building, illustrating the interest in Van der Beugel’s wide-ranging career. 
 
The dissertation was made possible with the support of Van den Berch van Heemstede Stichting 
and presents research that covers a truly impressive number of national archives and private 
papers, as well as interviews with people from Van der Beugel’s personal network, such as 
former secretary of state Henry Kissinger. 
 
Ernst van der Beugel’s long career placed him at the center of a network of elites, which formed 
an “Atlantic Community” that shaped Euro-American relations during the Cold War and 
beyond. Albertine’s study goes back to Van der Beugel's formative years during the crisis years 
before World War II and then traces his growing influence as a Dutch government official in 
charge of the Dutch Marshall Plan Bureau, followed by positions at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. During the 1960s, Van der Beugel moved from the public to the private sector when he 
became president of KLM and then took a position as professor of post-war Western 
cooperation at the University of Leiden. Throughout this time, he maintained his influence 
through a more informal approach to diplomacy and through his position as Secretary General 
of the well-known Bilderberg Meetings. 
 
As such, this study does not only complete the historical record with a much needed analysis 
of one of the Netherlands’ most influential Atlanticists, but also enhances our understanding of 
the intricate ties that bound the transatlantic world together in the aftermath of World War II. 
Based on insights from the field of New Diplomatic History, which seeks to move beyond the 
traditional state state-centered approach, the thesis traces Van der Beugel’s influence by moving 
smoothly from the spheres of formal diplomacy to business, politics, and interpersonal 
connections. 
 
Albertine presented an excellent defense of her work. Her insight into the continuities between 
the formal and private spheres of diplomacy were a testament to exciting new directions that 
the field is taking. 
 
Albertine’s work was supervised by Professor 
Giles Scott-Smith (Leiden University and RIAS) 
and Professor Emeritus Albert Kersten and will 
shortly appear in Brill’s New Perspectives on the 
Cold War series under the title Reframing the 
Diplomat: Ernst van der Beugel and the Cold War 
Atlantic Community.  
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
Hans Krabbendam and Derek Rubin (eds.) – American Responses to the Holocaust; 
Transatlantic Perspectives (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2017) 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that the book American Responses to the Holocaust; Transatlantic 
Perspectives, edited by Hans Krabbendam (Catholic Documentation Centre) and Derek Rubin 
(Utrecht University) has been published. 
This publication grew out of an international conference organized by the Netherlands 
American Studies Associations, the Belgium and Luxembourg American Studies Association, 
the Institute of Jewish Studies at the University of Antwerp, the Roosevelt Study Center in 
Middelburg, and the Netherlands Institute for War Documentation and Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies. 
The book puts the topic of Jewish Studies and Holocaust Studies in a new American Studies 
perspective. This perspective compares similarities and differences in responses and their 
transatlantic interaction. As the Holocaust grew into an important factor in American culture, it 
also became a subject of American Studies , both as a window on American Trends and as a 
topic to which outsiders responded. When Americans responded to information on the early 
signs of the Holocaust, they were dependent on European official and informal sources. Some 
were confirmed, others were contradicted; some were ignored, others provoked a response. The 
book follows this transatlantic exchange, including the alleged abandonment of the Jews in 
Europe and the post-war attention to the Holocaust victims. 
 
 
Ludovic Tournes and Giles Scott-Smith (eds.) – Global Exchanges: Scholarships and 
Transnational Circulations in the Modern World (Berghahn) 
 
Global Exchanges: Scholarships and Transnational Circulations in the Modern World, edited 
by Ludovic Tournes (University of Geneva) and Giles Scott-Smith, provides a wide-ranging 
overview of this under-researched topic, examining the scope,  scale and evolution of organized 
exchanges around the globe through the twentieth century. In doing so it dramatically reveals 
the true extent of organized exchange and its essential contribution for knowledge transfer, 
cultural interchange, and the formation of global networks so often taken for granted today. 
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Giles Scott-Smith and J. Simon Rofe (eds.) – Global Perspectives on the Bretton Woods 
Conference and the Post-War World Order (Springer Link) 
 
 
Global Perspectives on the Bretton Woods Conference and the Post-War World Order, edited 
by Giles Scott-Smith and J. Simon Rofe (SOAS, London), stems from an expert workshop held 
at the RIAS in September 2014. This book repositions the groundbreaking Bretton Woods 
conference of July 1944 as the first large-scale multilateral North-South dialogue on global 
financial governance. It moves beyond the usual focus on Anglo-American interests by 
highlighting the influence of delegations from Latin America, India, the Soviet Union, France, 
and others. It also investigates how state and private interests intermingled, collided, and 
compromized during the negotiations on the way to a set of regulations and institutions that still 
partly frame global economic governance in the early twenty-first century. Together, these 
essays lay the groundwork for a more comprehensive analysis of Bretton Woods as a pivotal 
site of multilateralism in international history. 
 
 
 
Giles Scott-Smith and Charlotte Lerg (eds.) – Campaigning Culture and the Global Cold 
War: The Journals of the Congress for Cultural Freedom (Springer Link) 
 
 
Campaigning Culture and the Global Cold War: The Journals of the Congress for Cultural 
Freedom edited by Giles Scott-Smith and Charlotte Lerg (Luwig Maximilian University, 
Munich), explores the lasting legacy of the controversial project funded by the CIA to promote 
Western culture and liberal values in the battle of ideas with global Communism during the 
Cold War. At the center of this campaign was the Congress for Cultural Freedom, which 
published an influential series of journals around the world. These journals, which included 
Encounter, involved many of the most famous intellectuals to promote a global intellectual 
community. Some of them, such as Minerva, Quadrant, and China Quarterly, are still going to 
this day. This study examines when and why these journals were founded, who ran them, and 
how we should understand their cultural message in relation to the secret patron that paid the 
bills. 
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Damian Alan Pargas and Felicia Roşu (eds.) – Critical Readings on Global Slavery (4 vols.) 
(Brill) 
 
 
The study of slavery has grown strongly in recent years, as scholars working in several 
disciplines have cultivated broader perspectives on enslavement in a wide variety of contexts 
and settings. Critical Readings on Global Slavery offers students and researchers a rich 
collection of previously published works by some of the most preeminent scholars in the field. 
With contributions covering various regions and time periods, this anthology encourages 
readers to view slave systems across time and space as both ubiquitous and interconnected, and 
introduces those who are interested in the study of human bondage to some of the most 
important and widely cited works in slavery studies. 
 
 
 

GRANTS 
 
 

Rob Kroes Travel Grant 2018 
 
NASA offers a travel grant of €500 to help defray the cost of travel and accommodation for 
research trips to the United States. The grant is named after professor Rob Kroes, former NASA 
and EAAS president and a great promoter of internationalization. The grant is available for 
Masters and PhD students only. Only NASA members are eligible to apply. 
 
The regulations are as follows: 
- Applicants must submit a 500-word proposal outlining their research project, an itinerary 

of their intended research trip to the United States, and a CV; 
- The deadline for submitting applications is 31st December 2017; 
- All applications should be sent to NASAbestuur@gmail.com; 
- A committee formed by the Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer of NASA will assess the 

applications and announce the successful candidate by 15th January;  
- Within a month of completing their research trips, each successful candidate will write a 

brief report (± 1.000 words) on their experience, which will be placed both in the NASA 
Newsletter and on the NASA website; 

- The grant should be spent in the year it is awarded. 
 
One of our primary goals is to encourage and assist young scholars in American Studies. This 
is especially important in times of economic hardship, when funding for research in the 
humanities is squeezed. Since 2010, NASA has awarded grants of €500 each year to assist 
Dutch students who are studying for an MA or PhD to undertake research in the United States.  
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In order to sustain this initiative – and, we hope, to expand it – 
NASA is giving members the opportunity to contribute to the 
Rob Kroes Scholarship Fund. This ring-fenced fund is dedicated 
solely to the provision of research grants to students at Dutch 
universities. You may make a one-time contribution or, if you 
choose, a regular donation. Donors can be published in the 
NASA-Nieuwsbrief, although you may of course choose to give 
anonymously. Please give generously!  
 
Donation may be transferred directly to the NASA account 
(IBAN: NL23 INGB000 2976924 and BIC: INGBNL2A). 
Please indicate whether or not you want your name to appear on 
the annual list of donors. 
 
Last year’s Travel Grant went to Heleen Blommers, who used 
it for a journey to Iowa for her research on the Amana 
Colonies. 
 
 

RIAS Research Grants 
 
European scholars at all stages in their careers (advanced students 
preparing for a master’s or doctoral degree, and scholars preparing a 
publication) are invited to apply for a RIAS Research Grant. The grant 
consists of a per diem of €45 (covering bed & breakfast in a low-budget hotel), and payment of 
travel expenses. The minimum research period at the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies 
is one week. The maximum grant is €550. 
 
All applications for a RIAS research grant involving research work leading to a master’s or 
doctoral degree must be endorsed by the Professor supervising the work. The Roosevelt 

Institute for American Studies can only offer a limited 
number of grants and will divide them between applicants 
from different European countries. Applications for a 
RIAS research grant should be submitted at least two 
months before the desired period of research. 
 
Visit the RIAS website (www.roosevelt.nl) for more 
information and further guidelines, as well as a grant 
application form. 

 
 

The Jan Brouwer Thesis Award 2018 
 
The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, through the generosity of its various 
sponsors, has for many years awarded thesis prizes in the sciences. The Academy is pleased to 
announce that, thanks to the Jan Brouwer Fund, it has been able, since 2015, to award prizes in 
the humanities and social sciences. 
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The prize consists of a sum of €2,000, to be awarded 
annually by the Academy, following the recommendations 
of the committees it appoints to that end.  
 
The prize is intended for (former) students who’s master 
thesis has been approved by their supervisor in the 
2016/2017 academic year. Applications must be 
accompanied by the written approval of the academic staff 
involved in the study and examination of the candidate, 
and must be submitted digitally to the Academy by 1 
January 2018: secretaris@khmw.nl. 
 
The proposal must include: 

a. A letter of recommendation with a description of the research and the scientific 
contribution it offers, 

b. A completed application form and a (brief) curriculum vitae of the student who 
undertook the research,  

c. A digital version of the thesis,  
d. Such relevant information as may be required for the consideration of the awarding 

committee. 
 
More information regarding the Jan Brouwer Scriptieprijzen can be found on the Academy 
website: https://khmw.nl/jan-brouwer-scriptieprijzen/  
 
 
 

CONFERENCES 
 
 

Call for Papers: Intersections in the Americas 
 
The UCL Americas Research Network shares with you the Call for Papers for the Fourth 
Annual International Post-Graduate Conference: Intersections in the Americas. This event will 
be taking place between 2-4 May 2018 and will invite keynote speakers Kate Quinn (University 
College London), Jelke Boesten (King’s College London), and Althea Legal-Miller 
(Canterbury Christ Church University). 
 
The Americas Research Network (ResNet) welcomes proposals on any aspect related to the 
theme of Intersections in the Americas, covering a range of periods and regions in the 
hemisphere. Papers of an interdisciplinary nature are particularly welcome and current 
postgraduate students and early career researchers alike are invited to apply. The deadline for 
submission of papers is 4 December 2017. 
 
The event will be kicked off with a film screening. For more information, please check: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/americas/ia-news/cfp-resnet-2018  
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Constructing America, Defining Europe: Perceptions of the Transatlantic 
Other, 1900-2000 
 
From 8-10 November 2017, the Department of History and Art History at Utrecht University 
welcomed an international group of participants for the conference Constructing America, 
Defining Europe: Perceptions of the Transatlantic other 1900-2000 (CADE). The conference, 
organized by Rachel Gillett, Jochen Hung and Jaap Verheul, gathered historians from various 
institutions and universities across the US, Europe and Israel to discuss their research on the 
transatlantic exchange of ideas between America and Europe in the 20th century. 
 
The CADE conference was part of the research 
project “Translantis: Digital Humanities Approaches 
to Reference Cultures; The Emergence of the United 
States in Public Discourse in the Netherlands, 1890-
1990.” The Transatlantis project, as Jaap Verheul 
outlined in the introduction, uses digital humanities to 
mine and analyze large amounts of texts such as 
digitized newspapers and magazines in order to map 
the ideas, products and practices associated with the 
US in Dutch public discourse between 1890 and 1990. 
The project also uses these quantitative approaches to show trends and changes in relation to 
the economic power, cultural acceptance, and scientific and technological impact of the US as 
reference culture. On the first day, the initial plenary session entitled ‘Transatlantis project’ 
acted as the connective tissue between the project’s aims and those of the CADE conference. 
Firstly, Melvin Wevers (Utrecht University) outlined the methodology behind using e-tools to 
analyze 20th century Dutch national and regional newspapers to map Dutch interest in US 
consumption of cigarettes during this period. Secondly, Pim Huijnen (Utrecht University) 
outlined a digital analysis of the National Library’s digitized corpus of historical news media 
which showed the various ways in which the US served as a reference culture for both Dutch 
thinking about business, and Dutch thinking in business terms. 
 
Over the course of three days, 37 speakers with various backgrounds in modern and 
contemporary history presented their research in panel discussions, plenary sessions and 
keynote talks, which reflected the complexity of the interaction between the US and Europe in 
various fields. The CADE agenda also provoked discussion on the status of the present-day 
transatlantic relationship and how best to use this historical analysis to steer future political 
cooperation. 
 

The first keynote speaker, Brooke Blower (Boston 
University) explored the biography of American journalist 
Ben Robertson (1903-1943) to reinforce the central themes 
of the conference and address the idea of the construction 
of the self through the perception of the other. Blower 
discussed how Robertson’s work and the various countries 
he visited changed his political convictions, especially in 
the case of his view of Great Britain. Based on extensive 
archival research of Robertson’s personal journals along 

with his professional writing, Blower outlined his view that the world would change for the 
better if there was an Anglo-American alliance to win the war as he aligned both countries on 
the basis of courage, empire building and traditional puritanism. However, Robertson’s opinion 
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of Britain changed dramatically after he witnessed the British colonial approach in India in 
1942. With this, Blower emphasized the importance of place and how at times it was clearer to 
address the enemy abroad rather than at home: Robertson, coming from a deeply segregated 
American South, remained blind to its discriminating forces up until his untimely death in 1943.  
 
On the second day, Mary Nolan presented her keynote “Is the Atlantic Widening? Politics and 
Policies in Europe and the US since 1989,” a talk drawing on her 2012 book The Transatlantic 
Century: Europe and America, 1890-2010. In her presentation Nolan reflected on four areas 
within this period of exchange between Western Europe and the U.S: neoliberalism, the 
migration crisis real and imagined, the emergence of white radical populism, and the 
development of the gender wars. Nolan addressed these issues in an overview of the post-cold 
war transatlantic world, which probed questions about Germany as the new European hegemon 
in the post-cold war era and the likelihood of Russia becoming the new “other” to bridge the 
gap between Europe and America in the wake of the Crimea crisis.  
 
On the final day, Kiran Klaus Patel (Maastricht) presented the keynote “Reinventing America 
– Remapping Europe: The Interwar Years,” a talk based on his 2016 book The New Deal: A 
Global History. Focusing on the case study of American-Swedish exchanges about 
cooperatives, Patel retraced the close links between Europe and the US, as both continents 
looked for answers to the deep systemic crises that shook the Western world during the interwar 
years. 
 
A roundtable discussion to reflect on present-day 
and future relations between America and Europe 
concluded the three-day conference. Meline 
Arakelian (North America and Kingdom Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Jill Adler (Director of 
the East-West Parliamentary Practice Project) Mary 
Nolan, Kiran Klaus Patel, and Maarten van Essen 
(John Adams Institute) discussed the future of the 
transatlantic relationship in the age of Trump, 
Brexit and European populism. Due to the diversity 
of backgrounds the roundtable stimulated a lively dialogue on the current status of and future 
aspirations for the transatlantic relationship. Arakelian responded with optimism that despite its 
ups and downs, the Transatlantic relationship was a resilient one, which would solidify if 
needed through challenges faced by both sides such as Cyber-attacks and terrorism. Nolan and 
Patel expressed concern for the relationship due to basic structural differences caused by the 
unpredictability of the Trump administration, who has dismissed the reality of climate change, 
rejected international institutions and continues to threaten North Korea with the ‘fire and fury’ 
of Nuclear War. On the topic of the role of universities in this new transatlantic relationship, 
Adler commented on the decrease in Fulbright applications of Dutch students and van Essen 
assessed that there are more American students coming to the Netherlands to study due to the 
high costs of University in the US. Responding to Jaap Verheul’s request for each panellist’s 
utopian vision of transatlantic relations for the next five years, Arakelian expressed hope for a 
strengthened liberal movement on both sides of the Atlantic, while the historians on the panel 
hoped for a UN Resolution to remove nuclear power and reshuffle public attention to the more 
important parliamentary processes and decision making which effect transatlantic relations and 
individual lives. 
 
Grainne Maxwell  
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LECTURES & OTHER PUBLIC EVENTS 
 
 

Trump’s Foreign Policy Reconsidered: What Implications for the 
Transatlantic Relationship? 
 
A recent opinion poll, that was conducted at the request of the Netherlands Atlantic Association, 
showed that no less than 74% of the Dutch population thinks that Europe can no longer count 
on the unequivocal support of the US, now that President Trump is in power. How has Trump’s 
foreign policy influenced transatlantic relations so far, and what can we expect in the coming 
years? 
 
Ian Brzezinski, who is a Resident Senior Fellow at the Brent Scowcroft Center on International 
Security of the Atlantic Council of the United States will shed his light on this subject on 4 
December 2017. 
 
For more information please visit: www.atlcom.nl  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead 
 
On 6 December 2017, the John Adams Institute will host Colson Whitehead, the first author 
since Annie Proulx to win both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award for his novel 
The Underground Railroad. 
 

 
 
 
Revolution Song, Russell Shorto 
 
On 23 January 2018, best-selling author Russell Shorto returns to the John Adams to discuss 
his much-anticipated new book Revolution Song. In this narrative, Shorto asks what the 
American Revolution would have looked like if it were told exclusively through the prism of 
personal lives. In Revolution Song, Shorto paints an intimate group portrait of six extraordinary 
figures of the time. Individually, they represent both the radical promise and shocking failure 
of “freedom.” Together, they reveal the breadth of America at the country’s inception and point 
ahead to the long march of American freedom. A “decidedly refreshing approach,” according 
to The New York Times, calling Revolution Song “a remarkable achievement.” Join us for an 
evening of idealism and courage. 
 
For more info on both events, see: https://www.john-adams.nl/  
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CALENDAR 2017-2018 

 
 
2017 
Date Event Location 

November 30-
December 1 

Rooseveltian Century Conference Middelburg 

December 4 Deadline: Intersections in the 
Americas 

Amsterdam  

December 4 Trump’s Foreign Policy Reconsidered The Hague 

December 6 The Underground Railroad, Colson 
Whitehead 

Amsterdam 

December 15 Fareell Address Hans Bak Nijmegen 

December 31 Deadline: Rob Kroes Travel Grant 
2018 

 

December 31 Deadline: TRAHA 2018  

 
2018 
January 1 Deadline: Jan Brouwer Scriptieprijzen 

2018 
 

January 23 Revolution Song, Russell Shorto Amsterdam 

April 4-7  EBAAS Conference  London 

Spring Amerikanistendag 2018 Middelburg  

 
 
 
For more information on upcoming events, please visit the NASA website at: 
www.netherlands-america.nl  
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