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NASA NEWS
Editorial
Where to begin? I will be glad to see you at this year’s Amerikanistendag on June 1 in Middelburg.
NASA will also, in the coming months, ponder the future of American Studies in the Netherlands,
looking toward a conference in which to grapple with that subject. More to come.
Meanwhile I have been thinking about Rip Van Winkle. I put Washington Irving’s 1819 story in
my survey course on American history, convinced that a popular tale of a lazy fellow sleeping
through the American revolution reveals something about that revolution, about historical
continuity and change, about time itself. It so happened that the morning after the 2016 election,
ill-slept and red-eyed, I had to discuss “Rip Van Winkle,” and I felt it keenly.
I’ve been thinking about it again recently because the student associations of History and American
Studies invited me to give a “bar lecture” on a subject of my choosing, so I riffed on Rip Van
Winkles old and new. From Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward through, say, the bleak satire
Idiocracy, with glances at Austin Powers, Captain America, Sleeper, Encino Man, and science
fiction I only half know about. (Sleep, solitude, modernity, and radical disorientation are universal
experiences; no wonder the tale appeals.) I learned that the American writer and abolitionist Lydia
Maria Child contributed to the tradition in 1845: in “Hilda Silfverling: A Fantasy,” a woman in
Scandinavia who is made to sleep from 1740 to 1840. Curious! Hilda Silfverling remains obscure;
the most well-known Rip Van Winkles are white men. Perhaps it is a kind of privilege to take
pleasure in contemplating sleep and the future so comfortably. At the European Association of
American Studies conference in London the week before, I heard M. Giulia Fabi lecture about the
long history of African American speculative fiction – a wonderful subject – in which sleep-astime-travel would have a different kind of power.
Thinking about such things led me to tangents I hadn’t ever thought to consider. For example, time
capsules: the OED suggests that the phrase entered the English lexicon in 1939 at the New York
World’s Fair, where “a specially devised container of metallic alloy of high corrosion resistance”
was buried “in the hope that it will give to historians 5,000 years hence a picture of the middle
twentieth century.” Is this optimistic or pessimistic? I had to think as well of the man in rural Ohio
profiled by the New York Times a month ago, who has quarantined himself from all political news
since the presidential inauguration. “The Man Who Knew Too Little” is what they called this
voluntary Rip Van Winkle, this curio, this liberal fantasy, this human time capsule. Strange to
imagine.
Warm greetings from Amsterdam,
George Blaustein
President of NASA
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Inaugural Address by Damian Pargas
On May 25, 2018 NASA board member Damian Pargas will
deliver his inaugural address at Leiden University: Promised
Lands: Seeking Freedom in the Age of American Slavery.
The lecture will take place at Academiegebouw, Rapenburg 73,
2311 GJ Leiden. For those who like to attend, please register
at: www.universiteitleiden.nl/agenda

Amerikanistendag June 1, 2018
On Friday June 1, 2018 the RIAS hosts the 24th annual Amerikanistendag. This event is a student
conference organized by NASA and serves as a forum for students and recent graduates at bachelor,
(research) master and PhD level to present their research to fellow students and scholars. The
keynote lecture will be given by Dr. Mike Schmidli, from Leiden University. Dr. Schmidli is a
specialist in US foreign policy and the author of The Fate of Freedom Elsewhere: Human Rights
and US Cold War Policy toward Argentina (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013).
The Theodore Roosevelt American History Award (TRAHA) will also be presented this day. For
more information see also page 15.

PLEASE REGISTER AT RIAS@ZEELAND.NL BEFORE TUESDAY MAY 29, 2018 WITH
YOUR NAME AND UNIVERSITY AFFILIATION.

Program
09:45-10:05

Registration

10:05-10:10

Welcome

Damian Pargas (RIAS and Leiden University)

10:10-10:15

Opening

George Blaustein (Chair NASA and University of Amsterdam)

10:15-10:45

TRAHA

Cees Heere (RIAS, Chair TRAHA jury)

10:45-11:15

Keynote

Mike Schmidli (Leiden University)
“Fake News?: Public Diplomacy and the US Intervention in Central
America, 1981-1990”
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11:30-12:45








Panels 1 & 2

Panel 1
Chair: Paul Brennan (RIAS)
Oran Kennedy (UL), “‘The Means of Our Elevation’: Black Settlement, Education, and
the Search for Independence in the Midwest and Upper Canada, 1820-1861”
Tim Kies (UL), “Slave Families and the Domestic Slave Trade”
Jasper Koops (UvA), “The International Implications of the American Civil War, as Told
through the History of Four Ships”
Panel 2
Chair: Simon Hall (University of Leeds)
Joëlla de Vos (UvA), “What Americanism May Rightly Mean: The Debate about
American Identity at the Beginning of the 20th Century”
Mónica Fernández Jiménez (UL-The Hague), “Literary Works on Colonial Displacement
(the Heritage of Slavery) and Immigration to the United States”
Emily Stanbury (UL), “How Japanese Americans Countered the ‘Model Minority’
Stereotype and Actively Participated in the Civil Rights Movement during the 1960s1970s”

12:45-14.15

Lunch (on your own)

14:15-15:30

Panels 3 & 4








Panel 3
Chair: Maarten Arnoldus (Groningen University)
Lenore Bell (UL & St. Andrews), “Canny Carceri: Selling Leisurely Incarceration
through the Escape Room”
Meike Robaard (RUG), “What’s in a Game? Playful Puzzling Histories and Cultural
Symbolism of Monopoly”
Laura op de Beke (UL), “Pastoral Framework of Stardew Valley”
Panel 4
Chair: Rosa Oskam (RIAS)
Laurens Stijnen (EUR), “USAF at Soesterberg”
Laurynas Keturakis (UL), “The George H.W. Bush Administration’s Foreign Policy
towards Eastern Europe during the Collapse of Communism”
Jeroen van der Westen (UvA), “Conservatism after the Cold War: A Case Study of
National Review”

15:45-17:00




Panels 5 & 6

Panel 5
Chair: Nanka de Vries (RIAS)
Daan Zeijen (UL), “From Slave-Hound to Caesar: The Liberator on Lincoln, MayNovember 1860”
Lars R. Vadjina (Tübingen), “Jimmy Who?! The Marketability of Jimmy Carter: The
Representation of the Presidential Candidate in the Campaign Commercials of 1976”
Anne Faber (UvA), “Make America Aristocratic Again: How Plato Predicted the Decay
of Democracy towards an Unpredictable, Power-Hungry Leader”

5





Panel 6
Chair: Celia Nijdam (RIAS)
Jordan Kleinman (VU), “’The Consequences of Our Desire’: Global Capitalism at Work
in The Reluctant Fundamentalist”
Ilias Ben Mna (Berlin), “The Resurrection of Reaganite Cold War Rhetoric in
Independence Day”
Nazir Bibi Naeem (VU), “Rumi in Post-9/11 America: Analyzing 21st-Century Paratexts
and Translations of Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balki’s Poetic Works in English”

17:00-18:00

Reception provided by the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies

Student NASA
The student NASA is looking for new board members for
2018/2019. They are looking for someone with fresh and innovative
ideas to bring together their fellow-study members as president,
secretrary, treasurer or PR assistant. If you are enthusiastic about this
opportunity please send an email with the position you are interested
in, your CV and motivation letter, before July 1, 2018, to:
studentnasa@gmail.com
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US EMBASSY NEWS

Opening of the New US Embassy in the Netherlands
On March 26, 2018 the new US
Embassy was officially opened
in a ribbon cutting ceremony at
Wassenaar. This festive event
was hosted by Ambassador
Peter Hoekstra and attended by
officials from the Department of
State, a delegation from the US
Congress, the Dutch Minister of
Social Affairs and Employment
Wouter Koolmees, the Mayors
of The Hague and Wassenaar,
and many others.
The speeches given during the
ceremony focused on the building of the new embassy as a commitment to the future of US-Dutch
relations and the reinforcement of historic, strong ties between the two countries. The new location
perfectly represents a modern and environmentally sustainable platform for diplomacy in the
Netherlands. At the same time, it comfortably houses US, Dutch and foreign staff working together
to maintain and improve the longest peaceful and unbroken relationship the US has with any
country in the world.
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Symposium: A Tribute to the Marshall Plan – Transatlantic Relations Then
and Now
On April 26, 2018 the 70th
anniversary of the arrival of the first
Marshall Plan goods in the
Netherlands aboard the MS
Noordam in Rotterdam was
celebrated with a symposium.
The event was held at the historic
Hotel New York, close to the docks
where the first goods were
delivered. Among the speakers, the
US Ambassador Peter Hoekstra, the
Mayor of Rotterdam Ahmed
Aboutaleb and Prof. Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer spoke about the importance
Photo: Daniël van de Ven
of the Marshall Plan for the Dutch
post-war recovery and the continuing friendship between the Netherlands and the US ever since.
The event’s host, historian and publicist Willem Post interviewed Daniël van de Ven, who gave an
eyewitness account of the arrival of the MS Noordam. He coincidentally happened to be at the
ceremony of the arrival of the ship and took a very famous picture of it. The symposium was then
enriched by two more NASA members’ contributions. First, Dr. Frank Mehring took the audience
into a journey of what was the soundtrack accompanying the arrival of the Marshall Plan in the
Netherlands. He told the story of the famous 1940s Dutch swing band The Ramblers and played
some songs as well – including such hits as “Snoezepoes” and “America Thank You.” Then, Dr.
Albertine Bloemendal gave an interesting lecture on Dutch diplomat, politician, businessman and
scholar Ernst van der Beugel and his crucial role in the negotiation and implementation of the
Marshall Plan in the Netherlands.
This event was also the opportunity to present a new magazine edited for this special occasion, the
Holland-America Magazine.
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AMERICAN STUDIES NEWS

New Scholars at Groningen University
Professor Laura Bieger
My name is Laura Bieger, and I am the new Chair of American Studies, Political
Theory and Culture at the University of Groningen. Please allow me to briefly
introduce myself in writing before I have the chance to meet you in person.
I studied North American Studies, History, and Philosophy at Freie Universität Berlin and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (PhD, FU Berlin). Before coming to Groningen I have
held teaching and research positions at Freie Universität Berlin, Universität Wien, Albert-LudwigsUniversität Freiburg, the University of California at Berkeley, and IFK Wien. In the fall 2017, I
have been a DAAD-Visiting Scholar at Deutsches Haus at New York University.
My research on American culture unfolds along two axes: its spaces and its media. Concretely, I
explore their interplay as the material and medial, political and poetic foundation of modern
sociality, generating ever-new life-worlds and subjectivities. American culture, as the culture of a
proto-colonialist immigrant society with democratic-egalitarian aspirations, is an exemplary case
in the development of Western modernity. Just as my colleagues in Groningen, I study this culture
to understand how it has evolved under particular circumstances to become a major force in the
shaping of modern life; like them, an ‘anthropological’ approach to political and social institutions,
habit and use subtends my work.
In my book Ästhetik der Immersion (transcript 2007), I examine built spaces from Washington’s
government district to the Las Vegas Strip that assert their public function aesthetically—by
turning world-image-relations into immersive spectacles. In my second book, Belonging and
Narrative (forthcoming), I consider the need to belong as a driving force of literary production
and the novel as a primary place and home-making agent. My essays and reviews have appeared
in journals such as New Literary History, Amerikastudien/American Studies, Studies in American
Naturalism and ZAA.
My current project, The Reading Public and the Power of Literature, sets out to explore the public’s
continuous investment in reading and readership in our visually inclined media age. But not only
the public sphere is under massive strain in our present age. Western democracies are undergoing
vast transformations that involve the restructuring of public and private spheres, the increasing
cooptation of daily life with market principles, globalization and the transnational flow of goods,
people and ideas, as well as recent autocratic responses to these developments. Coming to terms
with these developments is a pressing task for our discipline.
As the oldest existing democracy, democratic social and cultural
logics (which are not to be confused with the fulfillment of
democratic ideals) are deeply engrained in US society. Building on
the interdisciplinary framework of Groningen’s American Studies
department, my hope is to create an international center for the study
of democratic cultures in the Americas that examines developments
such as the current transformations in a comparative perspective that
involves political theory, philosophy, sociology as well as literary,
cultural, and media studies. And I look forward to exploring
synergies and fostering collaborations within the Dutch American
Studies community.
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Assistant Professor Kathryn Roberts
My name is Kathryn Roberts, and I began in January as Assistant
Professor of American Studies in Political Theory and Culture at
the University of Groningen. I studied in the English Departments
at Harvard University and Duke University, where I focused on
twentieth-century American Literature. After receiving my
doctorate, I taught in the Humanities and English programs at
Harvard. I join a team of colleagues in Groningen with expertise in
US politics, economics, religion, and culture, as well as interAmerican relations. To this dynamic mix I contribute courses on
media history and cultural theory. My own research seeks to
articulate the relationship between art and its infrastructure: how do institutions and technologies
determine – or inspire – cultural products? And how do those works transform in turn the systems
that give them life? As a devotee of modernist literature, I have a special attraction to topics that
combine warp-speed with historical lag: gilded-age art patrons who support
queer/communist/feminist writers; the digital innovation that has reinvigorated the radio play. I am
completing a book on the literary history of US writers’ colonies such as Provincetown and Yaddo,
and I am launching a new project on the civic and affective aspirations of the Podcast. An interest
in the tangled relationship among race, gender, and emotion animates all of my work. In this vein,
I have a new essay coming out in the Cambridge Companion to Richard Wright about
‘humorlessness’ as a style and strategy of black masculinity.

Radboud University Nijmegen: Professor Hans Bak’s
Farewell Conference and Speech
On December 15, 2017, the American studies team at the RUN
organized a symposium to celebrate the life and work of Hans Bak,
professor of American Literature and American Studies and among
the NASA founding fathers. In order to touch upon the many fields
of American Studies to which Hans Bak has contributed, three
speakers presented on issues related to modernism, Native American
studies, and current developments of American Studies’ engagement
with contemporary US society. Prof. Thomas Austenfeld (University
of Fribourg) gave a talk on “The Pathos of Modernist Poems,” Prof.
Birgit Däwes (University of Flensburg) spoke on “Amphibious
Encounters: Native North American Reconfigurations of
Transnationalism,” and Prof. Rob Kroes (University of Amsterdam)
lectured on “Populism and Feminism: Two cross-currents in
American contemporary politics.” In the afternoon, Hans Bak gave
his valedictory lecture entitled “Transnational Tales of Transit: Over taal, migratie en identiteit in
de hedendaagse Noord-Amerikaanse roman.” At the event, Hans Bak’s colleagues presented him
a unique book, Hans Bak: Man of Letters, a collection of more than 70 letters written especially
for the occasion. The hope was that this book would function as a kaleidoscope, an instrument that
provides visions through a constant process of mirroring and many-angled points of view. People,
after all, are multiple, forever changing, reflecting off of each other, and although these many
different perspectives may create confusion and chaos, they ultimately work together towards
greater light and illumination.
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RUDESA Spring Academy: Grounding Transnational American Studies 2018
This March, the third edition of the Spring Academy RUDESA took place in Nijmegen and Essen,
bringing together 17 Dutch students, 13 German students, three American students and faculty
from five different universities (Radboud, Duisburg-Essen, Stanford, Regensburg and Wyoming).
The Nijmegen program started at the National Liberation Museum in Groesbeek, where alumna
Lisa van Kessel gave us a guided tour of their latest exhibition and its controversial reception. A
walk through the hills of Groesbeek took us to the Canadian War Cemetery where Hans Bak recited
a poem and a rainbow spontaneously joined us to celebrate the power of hope. In the evening we
were treated to a keynote lecture by Rob Kroes who encouraged us all to think outside established
patterns and geographical locations in a lecture on “Visual Intertextuality and the Quest for a
Transnational American Studies.”
The next day, the participants were offered a tour at the Regional Archive on the bombardment of
the city of Nijmegen in February 1944, and the story of the Jewish community in Nijmegen. During
the city-walk students visited several sites of memory related to these two themes and next gave
insightful presentations of these sites at the Nijmegen city hall. The day ended with the Sunset
March on the Nijmegen bridge “De Oversteek.” The next morning, we were shown an excellent
and thought-provoking documentary on racial stereotyping at the Dutch theme park the Efteling
that was created by students Anne Wester and Charlotte Knoors. A discussion session on race,
memory, social change and the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement followed. The Essen program
included a talk on the election of Essen as the Green Capital of Europe in 2017 which served as
preparation for a challenging assignment to write a city script for the creation of liveable, socially
just and healthy urban spaces. Thursday and Friday offered several lectures, among them a
stimulating and informative keynote lecture by Stanford Professor Paula Moya on Decolonial
Feminist literature. At both locations, the program scheduled conversation groups on the Master
thesis which gave participants the opportunity to present their thesis topics, think aloud, get advice
and formulate research questions. And of course, the program offered many opportunities for
conversation and new contacts.
The Spring Academy and this event was generously supported by the three universities,
INTERREG V A-Programma Deutschland-Nederland, and NASA and co-sponsored by EU.
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Fulbright Exchange Experience: Iris Plessius
Akwe:kon. The Mohawk word for “All of Us” certainly applies to the way I have been welcomed
into the American Indian and Indigenous Studies program of Cornell University. On June 19, 2017,
I was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship to conduct research in the United States as part of my PhD
project “Imposed Consensus? An Examination of the Relations between Dutch Settlers and Native
Americans in North America between 1674 and 1783.” Since I am committed to focus on both
sides of the relationship I decided that in addition to visiting the various archives in New York
City, Albany, and Chicago, I needed to improve my knowledge of the history and culture of the
Iroquois and Algonquin Nations.
From the moment I stepped onto the fourth floor of Caldwell Hall where the American Indian and
Indigenous Studies program is situated I did not only become part of the program, but above all I
became part of a community. I expected to fill my days with just reading and researching, but the
members of the program, and in particular the director Dr. Jolene Rickard and the associate director
Urszula Piasta-Mansfield began to involve me with the inner workings of the program by inviting
me to tutor on the Onondaga Nation reserve, attend various program events and dinners, and taking
me to conferences and museums, which allowed me to learn a great deal about the Native American
communities in this particular area and the challenges they face on a daily basis.
Being part of this community benefits my research tremendously as I am introduced to specific
literature and oral history sources on Iroquois diplomacy, and also to archivists and museum
curators throughout the state and beyond, who are able to point me in the direction of primary
sources that are not always easily accessible for outsiders. I have also been given the opportunity
to share my research with the greater Cornell community on two occasions when I gave lectures in
the name of the program, which allowed me to connect to people from different departments and
hear their feedback. In addition, Dr. Rickard has given me the opportunity to present some of my
recent findings on the Seneca in her class “Curatorial Interventions” to three curators of the Seneca
Iroquois Museum of Salamanca, New York who are possibly interested in incorporating these
materials in their exhibition on Sovereignty.
All in all, I can say that my time at the American Indian and Indigenous Studies Program and the
two and half more months I get to spend here have been invaluable to my research. Above all, I
would like to emphasize that being part of this community taught me more about Native American
culture than can be perceived from books since Akwe:kon here truly means “All of Us.”
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RIAS NEWS
Introducing RIAS PhD Candidates
As of its re-launch in 2017, the RIAS has sought to renew its commitment to the study of American
history in the Netherlands through the development of a graduate program, under the banner of the
“Rooseveltian Century”. The PhD candidates based at the RIAS (who will formally receive their
degree from Leiden University) work at the intersection of US cultural, social, and political history,
and highlight both the continuities and the contradictions of progressive reformism, the expansion
of the American democracy, and the evolution of the American global leadership in the twentieth
century. As well as pursuing their own degree, the PhD students thus contribute to the development
of the RIAS as a center for research and expertise. Paul Brennan (first right) and Celia Nijdam
(second left) started their PhD in November 2017 and were introduced in the previous issue of the
newsletter. In February 2018, two new students joined them, thus completing the RIAS doctoral
team.

Rosa Oskam
My name is Rosa Selina Oskam. I am from Amsterdam and I completed my BA in History at the
University of Amsterdam in 2012, which included an Erasmus exchange with Queen’s University
Belfast. I chose to continue my studies at the University of Groningen, where I obtained my MA
in History and an additional MA in International Security. During my internship at the Embassy of
the Netherlands to Ukraine in 2014, I became interested in the way tensions between Russia and
the West, particularly the United States, impact the non-Russian former Soviet states. I wrote my
first thesis about the influence of US hegemony on the RussoGeorgian war of 2008, and my second one about the US role in the
Denuclearization of Ukraine. The latter was nominated for the
Theodore Roosevelt American History Award in 2017, which is
how I got in touch with the Roosevelt Institute for American
Studies and learned about the PhD program. I am now expanding
on the research I did for my MA theses in my PhD project, which
combines History and IR methods in order to examine the
hegemonic behavior of the United States during the democratic
transitions of Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union.
13

Nanka de Vries
My name is Nanka de Vries and I am originally from Sri Lanka
but adopted and raised in Klaaswaal (a small village near
Rotterdam), the Netherlands. In 2005 I started my BA in Cultural
Anthropology and Development Sociology at Leiden University.
During these three years I took a trip to Atlanta where I gained an
interest in the history of the US. My interest in American history,
and especially in the history of the development of civil and human
rights in the US, was strengthened by an internship at the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Research and Educational Institute at Stanford
University. I received my MA in Cultural Anthropology and
Development Sociology in 2009, with a thesis that focused on the reconstruction process in
Indonesia after the Tsunami of 2004. I wrote an evaluation on how the international aid was
coordinated and monitored by different NGO’s. This year was followed by an MA in Political
Science (international relations), which I received from the University of Leiden as well. My
classes mainly dealt with the functioning and workings of international organizations such as the
United Nations. This motivated me to write my thesis on a comparison of different UN
peacekeeping missions. After my studies I completed several traineeships during which I had tasks
centered on the promotion of civil rights, human rights and the United Nations. All these
experiences led me to conceive an original idea for my PhD at the RIAS. My current research,
indeed, aims to explore Eleanor Roosevelt’s promotion of the UN’s global mission. More
specifically, I aim to identify what strategies did the former First Lady use to publicize the image
of the United Nations at home and abroad, which public diplomacy tools did she employ to achieve
that goal, how did she combine her leadership, advocacy and activism so to promote and defend
the UN’s international function, and to what extent have all these efforts been successful.

International PhD Seminar, 2-4 May 2018
On May 2-4, 2018, the RIAS held the Spring edition of its International PhD Seminar, a seminar
for doctoral students working on US history, politics, and culture, and transatlantic relations. This
three-day workshop usually represents a unique opportunity for PhD students from some of the
leading universities in Europe and the US to present their ongoing research, test their findings, and
comb through their methodology with an audience of peers and seasoned academics.
The first panel, chaired by RIAS executive director Damian Pargas, brought together three projects
joined by a common interest in ideology and identity in American history. Jeanine Quené, of
Cambridge University, opened with an overview of her research on gender and womanhood in the
ideology of the Ku Klux Klan. Lonneke Geerlings (Free University of Amsterdam) followed with
an overview of her project on Rosey E. Pool, a Dutch educator navigating the politics of race in
1960s Alabama. The third presenter was Andrew Fogel from Purdue University, who presented his
work on comics and Jewish identity in America.
The second panel, chaired by RIAS academic director Giles Scott-Smith, shifted the focus to the
history of American foreign relations. Kuan-jen Chen (Cambridge), explored how the US Navy’s
deployment in East Asia was transformed during the early Cold War. Matthew Blackwell
(University of Iowa), followed with an examination of American cultural diplomacy, as manifested
in editions of American authors. Vincent Boucher (University of Quebec at Montreal) closed the
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panel with a paper on George W. Ball, US Under
Secretary of State, and his attempts to dissuade LBJ
from Americanizing the Vietnam War.
The third panel, chaired by Halbert Jones, director
of the Rothermere American Institute at Oxford
University, centered on the entanglement of US
history with wider global and transnational currents.
Olivia Durand, also of Oxford, opened the session
with a comparative study of two settler cities, New
Orleans and Odessa, in the early nineteenth century.
Xiangyun Xu (Penn State) followed with a paper on
the American participation in the China Relief
Expedition in 1900, during the Boxer War. Staying
with US-China relations, Susannah Brooks closed
the session with her research on humanitarian relief during the Chinese famines of the 1920s.
The next RIAS International PhD Seminar is expected to be held in Middelburg in November 2018.
Those wishing to receive the Call for Papers can send an email to rias@zeeland.nl to be added to
the mailing list.

Theodore Roosevelt American History Award 2018
The Theodore Roosevelt American History Award (TRAHA) is an annual
award for the best Masters’ thesis on American history, politics, or culture,
awarded by a Dutch university. For the first time, the TRAHA 2018 will be
awarded at the annual Amerikanistendag. A total of thirteen theses from
seven universities were nominated. The winning author will be featured in
Elsevier Weekblad, and will win an exciting week-long trip to explore
Theodore Roosevelt’s “cowboy days” in North Dakota (sponsored by the
Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation and the US Embassy in the
Netherlands). The program of the Amerikanistendag can be found on page
4-5.

Public Symposium on Refugees, 27-28 September 2018
To many Europeans and Americans, the term “refugee” conjures up news images of crammed
civilian vessels washing up from war-torn countries, border patrol crackdowns on unauthorized
crossings, sanctuary cities, and fiery debates in the halls of government. Recent public discourse
on how to deal with refugees has been polarizing, ranging from demands for exclusion based on
concerns for national security and public safety on the one hand, to calls for providing humanitarian
assistance on the other. President Trump sparked controversy when he linked refugees with
terrorists and signed an executive order temporarily suspending the US Refugee Program in
January 2017; Chancellor Angela Merkel sparked controversy when she proposed an EU Refugee
Program that would force European member states to accept refugees and share in their
resettlement.
The current refugee crisis may seem like a new and unprecedented challenge to Europeans and
Americans, but modern history is in fact replete with similar episodes – from the slave refugee
15

crisis of 19th-century America, to the massive civilian displacement of both world wars, to the
Albanian boat refugees of the 1990s. The ways in which refugees have navigated borders and legal
regimes, the existence of defiant sanctuary cities, the often controversial responses of government
and civil society to refugee crises – none of these are new phenomena.
As part of its ongoing commitment to exploring expressions of the Four Freedoms as formulated
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt – freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want,
and freedom from fear – the RIAS will host a public symposium titled “Seeking Refuge: Historical
and Contemporary Perspectives on Refugees and Asylum” on 27-28 September 2018. The event
will bring together an interdisciplinary group of experts – including historians, legal scholars, and
policy makers – and will explore the nature and consequences of various “refugee crises” that have
affected the Atlantic world in the modern era. Three themes in particular will be explored: 1)
journeys (referring to border crossings and the effects of regional asylum policies); 2) sanctuary
cities; and 3) the role of government and civil society in the reception of refugees. Nine speakers
have been invited from across the US and Europe, and the keynotes will be given by two experts
on refugees and asylum: the distinguished former Director of the UNHCR New York Office Udo
Janz, and Professor of Sociology and Anthropology at Smith College (Massachusetts) Peter Rose.
The symposium is organized in conjunction with the NWO Vidi project “Beacons of Freedom:
Slave Refugees in North America, 1800-1860” under the supervision of professor Damian Pargas
at Leiden University, and with the assistance of the NWO Vici research team “Cities of Refuge”
under the supervision of professor Barbara Oomen of University College Roosevelt, Middelburg.

3rd Conference of the New Diplomatic History Network, October 24-26, 2018:
Bridging Divides
The third conference of the New Diplomatic History network will be held at the RIAS this coming
October 24-26, 2018. The network focuses broadly on the historical study of diplomats, their
methods, and their cultural, political and social milieux. New diplomatic history involves the
study of individuals and groups who perform diplomatic roles (but who have so far often been
ignored), and the use of perspectives and methodologies from across the social sciences to
bring their significance into focus. The network reasserts diplomatic actors as important
subjects of historical study while being open to innovations in the understanding of evolving
international society.
The network is using this event to broaden its scope – for the first time, historians of diplomacy in
both the modern and early modern eras will be brought together to discuss the utility and validity
of themes and approaches for studying forms of diplomacy across the ages. This is an exciting
development and we hope it will put down a marker for the future expansion of the network. To
accomplish this, the two keynotes reflect cutting edge thinking on early modern diplomacy (John
Watkins, University of Minnesota) and the innovative blending of social, cultural, and diplomatic
history to study the twentieth century (Naoko Shimazu, Yale-NUS College Singapore).
The conference is shaping up to represent a fascinating cross-section of research across the
disciplines. It has attracted a wide variety of proposals, covering connections between diplomacy
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and sport, business, ideology and spectacle, subterfuge, literature, emotion, film, social
movements, gender, music, and international organizations.
The New Diplomatic History network will also be using the event to launch its newly-established
journal: Diplomatica: A Journal of Diplomacy and Society. The journal welcomes submissions
from all scholars active in the study of diplomacy from a historical perspective. More details can
be found in this newsletter on page 22 and at http://www.brill.com/products/journal/diplomatica
Please also have a look at the website: https://newdiplomatichistory.org
Follow us at @NDH_Network

The Marilyn B. Young Research Grant
The RIAS staff is particularly proud to announce the first
recipient of the Marylin B. Young Research Grant. This year
the award has been given to Professor Simon Hall. Simon Hall
is professor of Modern History and head of the School of
History at the University of Leeds. Dr. Hall has written
extensively on post-war US social and political history, civil
rights movements, student radicalism, and political dissent
throughout the Cold War. He will consult the RIAS collections
in order to finalize his new book on Fidel Castro and the Black
Power struggle in the 1960s. Dr. Hall’s research focus and current project perfectly match Professor
Marylin Young’s broad interest in the social and cultural aspects of the Cold War, in the overlaps
between its domestic and international dimensions, and in its role in reshaping class, gender and
racial relations.
The deadline for next year’s grant is April 25, 2019. For more info, please visit the RIAS website
at: www.roosevelt.nl

New Digital Collections
As of May 1, 2018, the RIAS offers access to new digital collections. These
modules will include:
 NAACP Papers: The NAACP’s major campaigns; Scottsboro; anti-lynching,
criminal justice, peonage, labor and segregation; discrimination complaints
and responses
 Slavery and the Law: Petitions to Southern county courts
 Struggle for Women’s Rights, 1880-1990: Organizational records of the National Woman’s
Party; papers of the League of Women Voters; Women’s Action Alliance
 World War I: Records of the American Expeditionary Forces, and diplomacy in the WWI era
 Students for a Democratic Society, Vietnam Veterans Against the War, and the Anti-Vietnam
War Movement
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FULBRIGHT NEWS
New Executive Director
After nearly twenty-four years spent at the Fulbright Center,
Marcel Oomen retired in February. Colleagues, professional
contacts, and friends wished him
well at an event held in
Amsterdam on February 15, 2018.
That event was also an opportunity
for members of the Fulbright
community to meet the new
executive director, Mattie Bekink.
Ms. Bekink is herself a Fulbright
alumna and expressed her deep enthusiasm for the program. She also
confirmed her commitment to work at the Fulbright Center so to
raise awareness about the life-changing opportunities provided by the Fulbright scholarships and
programs.

Fulbright scholars 2018/2019
Dr. Thomas Doherty
Thomas Doherty is professor American Studies at Brandeis University
(Waltham, Massachusetts). As cultural historian he is especially interested
in Hollywood cinema; in addition, he is an associate editor for the film
magazine Cineaste and film review editor for the Journal of American
History. Professor Doherty is staying at the RIAS from September through
December, 2018. Here will work on a monograph on the relationship
between FDR and Hollywood. He is interested in the symbiosis between
Washington and Hollywood that began with FDR and that has remained
part of American life.
Dr. Carolyn J. (Carrie) Anderson
Carrie Anderson is assistant professor at the Department of the History of
Art and Architecture at Middlebury College (Vermont). Her specialization
is seventeenth-century Dutch art, with a specific focus on themes related to
inter- and intracultural diplomacy and exchange. Anderson will come to
Amsterdam University in the fall semester of 2018 for her project called:
“Imagining Exchange in the Early Modern Global World.”
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Dr. John D. Rice
John Rice is currently an Assistant Professor at Utah State University and part
of the Civil and Environmental Engineering program. In the United States, he
teaches and performs research in the areas of earth structures and ground
improvement. He will be staying at the TU Delft either in the fall semester of
2018 or in the spring semester of 2019, with the following research project:
“Dutch and US Collaboration on Assessing the Micro-Scale Mechanics of
Backward Erosion Piping in Dams and Levees through Inverse Analyses.”

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NEWS
Transatlantic Cooperation 2.0
On March 16, 2018, Fennigje Hinse and Tom Schoen from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (Western Hemisphere Department, DWH) gave a lecture at
the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies on transatlantic cooperation.
Euro-American cooperation has been crucial for mutual security and
prosperity on both shores of the Atlantic. At the same time, such a fundamental
collaboration cannot be taken for granted and needs constant update. From
this point of view, the most recent political and diplomatic developments have
posed new challenges to the transatlantic exchanges at large.
During the lecture, the DHW experts talked about the current state of DutchAmerican relations. They highlighted that the two countries share common
security concerns and political objectives, have strong economic and cultural
ties and cooperate on multiple issues, both bilaterally and multilaterally. In
addition, they pointed out that the Dutch government will keep supporting
sound environmental policies and free trade. In order to promote a better
understanding of transatlantic policies and relations in the Netherlands, the
DHW is also involved in the organization of ad-hoc seminars and supports
study groups such as The West Wing.

Seminar: Hold On or Let Go?
On April 24, 2018, PhD students, teachers and scholars
from different areas of expertise gathered at the Dutch
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to critically analyze the
future of transatlantic relations and, more specifically,
the Dutch-American relationship. During the seminar,
Marcel de Vink, Director of the Western Hemisphere
Department, delivered the keynote address and stressed
that the transatlantic relationship is not purely based on
interest and values, but it is also a choice. He
encouraged the audience to participate in the discussion
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of the central themes of the day,
exemplified by the questions:
Where will we stand 20 years from
now? Where is the transatlantic
relationship going? And what will
its future development mean for
policy decisions?
A series of tentative answers to
these questions was given by four
panellists whose expertise ranged
from security studies to economy,
and from social to political history.
They all provided the audience with
short pitches that formed the start of
the plenary discussion.
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Security and Naval Issues
In this session, the focus was on the increasing role of non-state actors and the challenges they
present to conventional security approaches. The panel emphasized the role that the Dutch can keep
playing at the institutional and strategic levels, as well as the contributions that they can give in the
realms of know-how and technology. In terms of projections for the next 20 years, issues such as
a potential EU organized army, the enhancing of NATO capabilities, and a reflection on the 2%
NATO contribution need to be given greater reappraisal. It was concluded that Dutch interests will
continue to have a thorough relationship with the United States, albeit largely occurring through
the frame of the EU.
Economic Relations
This panel stressed the notable decline in commitment to an American-led liberal international
order. This trend can be most overtly observed in the way that even conventionally centrist political
parties have increasingly distanced themselves from the US leadership. Important factors in this
development have been the increase of income disparity and working-class discontent. It was
further argued that Americanists do not adequately focus enough on matters of political economy.
Thus, the challenges and opportunities of such recent developments like globalization could be
better appreciated in their long-term importance. Further observed was the fact that economists
should possibly rethink their approaches to matters relating to topics such as taxation and
international trade agreements.
Social Relations
Referred to as the “soft side” of the transatlantic relationship, the centrality of people-to-people
relations was at the core of this panel. An important development highlighted here was the issue of
a generational shift characterizing the US image held by Europeans. No longer is it the image of
America as a “Beacon of Hope,” that of WWII and the Marshall Plan. For younger generations the
main question has increasingly become: what does US stands for today? The answer is less positive
and clear than it used to be. And this has ramifications for American soft power, an essential
component of its influence and relations abroad.
Political Perspective
This panel gave rise to the conservative turn of America. Yet it was pointed out that Trump is not
an isolated phenomenon; there is an increasing illiberal turn emerging internationally. This was
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recognized as a very significant development in the midst of many other challenges worldwide.
Rise of China and climate change are just two such notable examples. Nonetheless, it was argued
that such challenges could, ironically, serve as catalysts to more positive actions and developments
in an international realm that is currently characterized by inertia and discontent. For example, such
developments could include the emergence of a more localized internationalism.
The final session of the day was a 45 minute “speed date session.” Here the participants further
discussed the topics and questions raised in the panels. Working groups were organized around
such themes as security, people-to-people diplomacy, and economic relations. The outcome was a
policy brief from each.

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Adam Fairclough – The Revolution That Failed: Reconstruction in Natchitoches (University
of Florida Press)
The chaotic years after the Civil War are often seen as a time
of uniquely American idealism – a revolutionary attempt to
rebuild the nation that paved the way for the civil rights
movement of the twentieth century. But Adam Fairclough
rejects this prevailing view, challenging prominent historians
such as Eric Foner and James McPherson. He argues that
Reconstruction was, quite simply, a disaster and that the civil
rights movement triumphed despite it, not because of it.
Fairclough takes readers to Natchitoches, Louisiana, a
majority-black parish deep in the cotton South. Home to a
vibrant Republican Party led by former slaves, exConfederates, and free people of color, the parish was a bastion
of Republican power and the ideal place for Reconstruction to
have worked. Yet although it did not experience the extremes
of violence that afflicted the surrounding region, Natchitoches
fell prey to Democratic intimidation. Its Republican leaders
were eventually driven out.
Reconstruction failed, Fairclough argues, because the federal
government lacked the means and the will to enforce the rights
it had created. Congress had given the Republicans of the South
and the Freedmen’s Bureau an impossible task – to create a new democratic order based on racial
equality in a lawless region tortured by deep-rooted racial conflict. Moving expertly between local
conditions and wider developments in Washington, The Revolution That Failed offers a sobering
perspective on how Reconstruction affected African American citizens and what its long-term
repercussions were for the nation.
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Diplomatica: A Journal of Diplomacy and Society
This new journal, published by Brill, is founded by the RIAS
Academic Director Giles Scott-Smith, together with Ken
Weisbrode of Bilkent University (Turkey). The first issue will
appear in April 2019, with two issues a year.
Diplomatica will provide a unique space for research across the
humanities and social sciences that focuses on the study of
diplomacy and its changing nature over time. This multidisciplinary journal has a global outlook and is not restricted to a
specific periodization, since it specifically aims to link research on
the modern era with the early modern period and beyond. The
journal has already received wide support from the diplomatic
history and diplomatic studies community and intends to play an
important role in the development of the field.
More information can be found at the website:
www.newdiplomatichistory.org/journal

Ruud van Dijk, Samuël Kruizinga, Vincent Kruitenbrouwer and Rimko van der Maar (eds.)
– Shaping the International Relations of the Netherlands, 1815-2000 (Routledge)
This book seeks to launch a new research agenda for the
historiography of Dutch foreign relations during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It does so in two important
ways. First, it broadens the analytical perspective to include a
variety of non-state actors beyond politicians and diplomats.
Second, it focuses on the transnational connections that
shaped the foreign relations of the Netherlands, emphasizing
the effects of (post-) colonialism and internationalism.
Furthermore, this essay collection highlights not only the key
roles played by Dutch actors on the international scene, but
also serves as an important point of comparison for the
activities of their counterparts in other small states.
Two chapters are about Dutch-American relations and are
written by two NASA-members: David J. Snyder and Giles
Scott-Smith.
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Hans Bak, Frank Mehring, Mathilde Roza (eds.) – Politics and Cultures of Liberation: Media,
Memory, and Projections of Democracy (Brill).
This edited collection focuses on mapping, analyzing, and
evaluating memories, rituals, and artistic responses to the
theme of “liberation.” How is the national framed within a
dynamic system of intercultural contact zones highlighting
often competing agendas of remembrance? How does the
production, (re)mediation, and framing of narratives within
different social, territorial, and political environments
determine the cultural memory of liberation? The articles
compiled in this volume seek to provide new interdisciplinary
and intercultural perspectives on the politics and cultures of
liberation by examining commemorative practices, artistic
responses, and audio-visual media that lend themselves for
transnational exploration. They offer a wide range of diverse
intercultural perspectives on media, memory, liberation,
(self)Americanization, and conceptualizations of democracy
from the war years, through the Cold War era to the 21st
century.

Jorrit van den Berk – Becoming a Good Neighbor among Dictators: The US Foreign Service
in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras (Palgrave MacMillan).
Very few works of history, if any, delve into the daily
interactions of US Foreign Service members in Latin
America during the era of Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor
Policy. But, as Jorrit van den Berk argues, the encounters
between these rank-and-file diplomats and local officials
reveal the complexities, procedures, intrigues, and shifting
alliances that characterized the precarious balance of US
foreign relations with right-wing dictatorial regimes. Using
accounts from twenty-two ministers and ambassadors,
Becoming a Good Neighbor among Dictators is a careful,
sophisticated account of how the US Foreign Service
implemented ever-changing State Department directives
from the 1930s through the Second World War and early
Cold War, and in so doing, transformed the US-Central
American relationship. How did Foreign Service officers
translate broad policy guidelines into local realities? Could
the US fight dictatorships in Europe while simultaneously
collaborating with dictators in Guatemala, El Salvador, and
Honduras? What role did diplomats play in the standoff between democratic and authoritarian
forces? In investigating these questions, Van den Berk draws new conclusions about the political
culture of the Foreign Service, its position between Washington policymakers and local actors, and
the consequences of foreign intervention.
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SYMPOSIA
Nexus Symposium: An Education in Counterculture
The term counterculture was coined by
sociologist Theodore Roszak to describe the
social and cultural revolt in the 1960s. New
York was the capital of counterculture: first
as an incubator for new visions on art, life
and the world, the poetry of the Beat
Generation, Bob Dylan’s music, sex, drugs
and rock and roll; later as a battleground for
the civil rights movement, resistance to the
war in Vietnam and protests against a
materialistic, authoritarian society.
Singer and writer Patti Smith, her guitarist and rock-and-rollhistorian Lenny Kaye, and Dylan-biographer Sean Wilentz –
whose father ran the 8th Street Bookshop where Allen Ginsberg’s
Beat Generation gathered – lived through and helped shape this
remarkable period. Through images and music, they will show
the audience what counterculture was and what it can mean for
us today: An Education in Counterculture.
In her music and poetry Smith reflects these sentiments.
President Trump’s decision to move the American embassy in
Israel to Jerusalem inspired her for a new poem: The New
Jerusalem. Smith’s new work is first available during the
symposium, where there is as well the opportunity to let her sign
her latest work.
May 26, 2018, 13.30 – 17.30, DeLaMar Theatre Amsterdam
For tickets and more information:
https://nexus-instituut.nl/en/activity/counterculture/?noredirect=en_US

Symposium: Brabantse Missionarissen
This symposium is on mission pioneers in the US during the long nineteenth century who originally
came from Brabant. This event will take place on June 22, 2018 in ‘s-Hertogenbosch and is
organized by the Katholiek Documentatiecentrum (Nijmegen) and Tilburg University. The event
is sponsored by the American Embassy in The Hague, the NASA and the Prins Bernhard
Cultuurfonds Noord-Brabant.
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The keynote speaker is Professor John T. McGreevy (University of Notre
Dame). Other speakers are Professor Theo Beckers, Professor Erib
Borgman (Tilburg University) and Dr. Hans Krabbendam (KDC
Nijmegen).
For more information, the program and registration:
http://www.ru.nl/kdc/weten/agenda/
Registration deadline: June 15, 2018

LECTURES AND EXHIBITIONS
John Adams Lecture:
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City
What if the dominant discourse on poverty in the United States is wrong? What if the problem isn’t
that poor people have bad morals, or that they lack the skills and smarts to fit in with our shiny
21st-century economy? What if the problem is that poverty is profitable? These are the questions
at the heart of Evicted, Matthew Desmond’s study of tenants in low-income housing in the deindustrialized city of Milwaukee. He will give a lecture in Amsterdam on this on July 4, 2018.
In his book, Princeton sociologist Desmond follows the fortunes of eight families as they struggle
to keep a roof over their heads. Praised by former president Barack Obama, Evicted transforms our
understanding of poverty and economic exploitation and provides fresh ideas for solving one of
21st-century America’s most devastating problems. Milwaukee, one of the most segregated cities
in the US, is a telling example.
After his talk, Desmond will be joined by Cody Hochstenbach, postdoctoral researcher in urban
geography at the University of Amsterdam, to reflect on the changing Dutch housing market in the
light of developments in America. Final speaker of the evening will be journalist Arjen van Veelen
of De Correspondent, who has written a book on his experiences living in in the city of St. Louis
in the US, where he reported on the unrest in Ferguson.
For more information and tickets please go to:
https://www.john-adams.nl/matthew-desmond/

Foam Museum Exhibition: Gold and Silver
The exhibition Gold and Silver at the Foam Photography Museum in
Amsterdam offers a modern-day look at the nineteenth century gold rush in
the United States. The exhibition lasts until June 10, 2018.
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Contemporary
projections,
nineteenth
century
daguerreotypes and albumen photographs allow the
visitor to travel along the rivers of California and across
the snow-covered mountaintops of the Yukon to fathom
the ambitions, dreams and illusions of an entire
generation of gold seekers.
The young adventurers differ in their postures,
expressions and clothing from the usual portrait
photography of that time, which was far more solemn.
They are shown in combination with the landscape in
which the search for gold took place.
In the middle of the nineteenth century two great dreams
became reality: the possibility of filling your pockets
with gold, the most valuable of metals, and the possibility
of having your likeness recorded by means of two
metallic salts: gold and silver. The exhibition stresses this
relationship between the gold rush and early
photography.
For more information about the museum, the exhibition and tickets please look at:
https://www.foam.org/nl/museum/programma/gold-and-silver

Drents Museum Exhibition: The American Dream
The American Dream - American Realism 1945 - 2017: one exhibition, two
venues! From 19 November 2017 to 27 May 2018, the Drents Museum (Assen,
Netherlands) and the Kunsthalle Emden (Emden, Germany) are presenting a
spectacular overview of American Realism with work by artists such as Edward
Hopper, Andy Warhol, Andrew Wyeth, Alice Neel, Roy Lichtenstein, Stone
Roberts, Alex Katz,
and Chuck Close. In
total, there are more than 200 works of
art spread over both museums. The
Drents Museum focuses on the period
1945-1965, while the Kunsthalle Emden
features works from 1965 to the present.
Works from major American museums,
corporate and private collections, lead
the visitor on a journey through post-war
American culture. In addition to an art
historical overview, American history,
political and social movements are also
illuminated by means of video and
music fragments in the exhibition space.
For more information about the museum, the exhibition and tickets please go to:
https://drentsmuseum.nl/en/exhibitions/american-dream
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CALENDAR 2018
Date
May 25
May 26
June 1
June 1
June 22
July 4
September 27-28
October 24-26

Event
Inaugural Address by Damian Pargas
Nexus Symposium
Amerikanistendag
Theodore Roosevelt American History Award
Symposium: Brabantse Missiepioniers
John Adams Lecture
Public Symposium on Refugees
Conference of the New Diplomatic History Network

For up-to-date information on the events please have a look at our website:
www.netherlands-america.nl
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Location
Leiden
Amsterdam
Middelburg
Middelburg
‘s-Hertogenbosch
Amsterdam
Middelburg
Middelburg

www.netherlands-america.nl

